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LIFE OP CLEOMENES. 



After Agis was put to death, Leonidas intended the same 
fate for his brother Archidamus ; but that prince saved himself 
by a timely retreat However, his wife Agiatis, who was newly 
brought to bed, was forced by the tyrant from her own house, 
and given to his son Cleomenes. Cleomenes was not quite 
come to years of maturity, but his father was not willing that 
any other man should have the lady; for she was daughter 
to Gylippus, and heiress to his great estate; and, in beauty, as 
well as happiness of temper and conduct, superior to all the 
women of Greece. She left nothing unattempted to prevent 
her being forced into this match, but found all her efforts inef- 
fectual. Therefore, when she was married to Cleomenes, she 
made him a good and affectionate wife, though she hated his 
father. Cleomenes was passionately fond of her from the first; 
and his attachment to his wife made him sympathize with her 
on the mournful remembrance of Agis. He would often ask 
her for the history of that unfortunate prince, and listen with 
great attention to her account of bis sentiments and designs, 

Cleomenes was ambitious of glory, and had a native great- 
ness of mind. Nature had, moreover, disposed him to temper- 
ance and simplicity of manners as much as Agis, but he nad 
not his calmness and moderation. His spirit had an ardour in 
it; and there was an impetuosity in his pursuits of honour, or 
whatever appeared to him under that character. He thought 
it most glorious to reign over a willing people; but at the same 
time, he thought it not inglorious to sundue their reluctances, 
and bring them against their inclinations into what was good 
and salutary. 

He was not satisfied with the prevailing manners and <5.v»» 
toms of Sparta. He saw that ease arvd ipYeiasvrc^ ^^t^ ^^^«5^- 
objects wjth the people : that the tiug p^dL\sivy\.\v\Si^ x^^l?;^^'^^ 
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public concerns, and, if nobody gave him any disturbance, chose 
to spend his time in the enjoyments of affluence and luxury; 
that individuals, entirely actuated by self-interest, paid no at- 
tention to the business of the state, any farther than they could 
turn it to their own emolument And what rendered the pros- 
pect still more melancholy, it appeared dangerous to make any 
mention of training the youtn to strong exercises and strict 
temperance, to preserving fortitude and universal equality, 
since the proposing of these things cost Agis his life. 

It is said, too, that Cleomenes was instructed in philosophy, 
at a very early period of life, by Sphaerus the Borysthenite,* 
who came to Lacedaemon, and tauglit the youth with great di- 
ligence and success. Sphaerus was one of the principal disci- 
ples of Zeno the Citiean;t and it seems that ne admired the 
strength of genius he found in Cleomenes, and added fresh in- 
centives toliis love of glory. We are informed, that when 
Leonidas of old was asked, — ^^ What he thought of the poetry 
of Tyrtaeus?" he said, — ^' I think it well calculated to excite 
the courage of our youth; for the enthusiasm with which it in- 
spires them makes them fear no danger in battle.^^ So the 
Stoic pbilosophyj may put persons of great and fiery spirits 
upon enterprises that are too desperate; but in those of a grave 
and a mild disposition, it will produce all the good effects for 
which it was designed. 

When Leonidas died, and Cleomenes came to the crown, he 
observed that all ranks of men were utterly corrupted. The 
rich had an eye only to private profit and pleasure, and utterly 
neglected the public interest The common people, on ac- 
count of the meanness of their circumstances, had no spirit for 
war, or ambition to instruct their children in the Spartan ex- 
ercises, Cleomeiies himself had only the name of king, while 
the power was in the hands of the epnori. He, therefore, soon 
began to think of changing the present posture of affairs. He 
had a friend called Xenares, united to him by such an affection 
as the Spartans called inspiration. Him he first sounded; in- 
quiring of him what kind of prince Agis was; by what steps, 
and with what associates, he came into the way he took. Ae- 
nares at first consented readily enough to satisfy his curiosity, 
and gave him an exact narrative of all the proceedings. But 

* ThiB Spibsenis was bom towards the end of the reign of Ptolemjr Phila- 
delpbus, aijid fioarisbed under that of Euergetes. Diogenes Laertius baa 
given us a catalogue of his works, which were considerable. He was the 
scholar of Zeno, and afterwards of Cleanthes. 

t He was so called to distinguish him from Zeno of Elea, a cityof Laco- 
nia, who flourished about two hundred years after the death of Zepo the Ci- 
tieao. CiliuiB, of which the elder Zeno was a native, was a town in Cypros* 

^ From its tenJeocy to inspire a contempt of death, and a belief in the 

"tty^ of J^rovideace* 
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when he found that Cleomenes interested himself deeply in 
the affair, and took such an enthusiastic pleasure in the new 
schemes of Affis, as to desire to hear them again and again, he 
reproved his distempered inclinations, and at last entirely left 
his company. However, he did not acquaint any one with 
the cause oi their misunderstanding, but only said, — '' Cleo- 
menes knew very well.'^ As Xenares so strongly opposed 
the king^s project, he thought others might be as little disposed 
to come into it; and, thereiore, he concei i:ed the whole matter 
by himself. In the persuasion that he could more easily effect 
his intended change m time of war than in peace, he embroiled 
his country with the Achaeans, who had indeed given sufficient 
occasion of complaint. For Aratus, who was the leading man 
among them, had laid it down as a principle, from the begin- 
ning of his administration, to reduce all Peloponnesus to one 
body. This was the end he had in view in his numerous ex- 
peditions, and in all the proceedings of government, during 
the many years that he held the reins in Achaia. And indeed 
he was of opinion that this was the only way to secure Pelo- 
ponnesus against his enemies without He had succeeded wi^ 
most of the states of that peninsula: the Lacedaemonians and 
Eleans, and such of the Arcadians as were in the Lacedaemo- 
nian interest, were all that stood out Upon the death of Leo- 
nidas, he commenced hostilities against the Arcadians, parti- 
cularly those who bordered upon the Achaeans; by this means 
designing to try how the Lacedaemonians stood inclined. As 
for Cleomenes, he despised him as a young man without ex- 
perience. 

The ephori, however, sent Cleomenes to seize Athenaeum,* 
near Beibina. This place is one of the keys of Laconia, and 
was then in dispute between the Spartans and Megalopolitans, 
Cleomenes accordingly took it, and fortified it Aratus made 
no remonstrance, but marched by night to surprise Tegea and 
Orchomenus. However, the persons who had promised to be- 
tray those places to him found tJheir hearts fail tnem when they 
came to the point, and he retired undiscovered, as he thought 
Upon this Cleomenes wrote to him, in a familiar way, desiring 
to know, — " Whither he marched the night before?" Aratus 
answered, — " That understanding his design to fortify Bei- 
bina, the intent of his last motion was to prevent that mea- 
sure." Cleomenes humorously replied, — ^^ 1 am satisfied with 
the account of your march, but should be glad to know where 
those torches and ladders were marching.^ 

Aratus could not help laughing at the jest; and he asked 
what kind of a man this young prince was? Do^iXiiC^^sx^^^^ ^ 

* A teii^)le oC Minenrau 
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LacedsBmonian exile, answered, — ^ K you desim to do any 
thing aeainst the Spartans, you must do it quicluy, before the 
spurs of this cockerel be grown." 

Cleomenes, with a few horse, and three hundred foot, was 
now posted in Arcadia. The ephorif apprehensive of a war, 
commanded him home, and he obeyea; but finding that, in 
consequence of this retreat, Aratus had taken Caphyae, they 
ordered him to take the field again. Cleomenes made himself 
master of Methydriam, and ravaged the territories of Argos. 
Whereupon the Achaeans marched against him with twenty 
thousand foot and a thousand horse, under the command of 
Aristomachus. Cleomenes met him at Palantium, and offered 
him battle; but Aratus, intimidated by this instance of the 
young prince's spirit, dissuaded the general from engaging, 
and retreated. This retreat exposed Aratus to reproacn 
among the Achseans, and to scorn and contempt among the 
Spartans, whose army consisted not of more than five thou- 
sand men. Cleomenes, elevated with this success, began to 
talk in a higher tone among the people, and bade them remem- 
ber an expression of one of their ancient kings, who said,^ 
•^ The Lacedaemonians seldom inquired the number of their 
enemies, but the place where they could be found." 

After this he went to the assistance of the Eleans, against 
whom the Achaeans had now turned their arms. He attacked 
the latter at Lycaeum as they were upon the retreat, and put 
them entirely to the rout; not only spreading terror through 
their whole army, but killing great numbers, and making 
many prisoners. It was even reported among the Greeks that 
Aratus was of the number of the slain. Aratus, availing him- 
self in the best manner of the opportunity, with the troops that 
attended him in his flight, marcned immediately to Mantinea, 
and coming upon it by surprise, took it, and secured it for the 
Achaeans. 

The Lacedaemonians, gjreatly dispirited at this loss, opposed 
Cleomenes in his inclination for war. He therefore betnought 
himself of calling Archidamus, the brother of Agis, from Mes- 
sene, to whom, in the other family, the crown belonged ; for he 
imagined that the power of the ephori would not be so formi- 
dable when the kingly government, according to the Spartan 
constitution, was complete, and had its proper weight in the 
scale. The party that had put Agis to death, perceiving this, 
and dreading vengeance from Arcnidamus, if he should be esta- 
blished on the throne, took this method to prevent it: — They 
joined jn inviting him to come privately to Sparta, and even 
assisted him in his return ; but they assassinated him immedi* 
ately after. Whether it was against the consent of Cleomenes, 
V Phjrlarchus thinks, or whemer his friends persuaded him to 
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abandon that unhappy prince, we cannot take upon us to say. 
The greatest part of the olame, however,fell upon those friends, 
who, if he gave his consent, were supposed to have teased him 
into it. 

By this time he was resolved to carry his intended changes 
into immediate execution; and, therefore, he bribed the ephori 
to permit him to renew the war. He gained also many others 
by the assistance of his mother Cratesiclea, who liberally sup- 
plied him with money, and joined in his schemes of glory. 
Pifay, it is said, that though disinclined to marry again, for her 
son's sake she accepted a man who had great interest and au- 
thority among the people. 

One of his first operations was the going to seize Leuctra, 
which is a place within the dependencies of Megalopolis. The 
Achseans hastened to its reliet under the command of Aratus; 
and a battle was fought under the walls, in which part of the 
Liacedsemonian army was beaten. But Aratus stopping the 
pursuit at a defde which was in the way, Lysiadas* the Me- 

falopolitan, offended at the order, encouraged the cavalry un- 
er nis command to pursue the advantages they had ^med ; 
by which means he entangled them amone vineyards, ditches, 
and other enclosures, where they were forced to break their 
ranks, and fell into great disorder. . Cleomenes seeing his op- 
portunity, commanded the Tarentines and Cretans toTall upon 
them; and Lysiadas, after great exertions of valour, was de- 
feated and slain. The Lacedaemonians, thus encouraged, re- 
turned to the action with shouts of joy, and routed the whole 
Achaean army. After a considerable carnage, a truce was 
granted the survivors, and they were permitted to bury their 
dead; but Cleomenes ordered the body of Lysiadas to be 
brought to him. He clothed it in robes of purple, and put a 
crown upon its head ; and in this attire he sent it to the gates 
of Megalopolis. This was that Lysiadas who restored liberty 
to the city in which he was an absolute prince, and united it 
to the Achaean league. 

Cleomenes, greatly elated with this victory, thought, if mat- 
ters were once entirely at his disposal in Sparta, the Achaeans 
would no longer be able to stand before him. For this reason, 
he endeavoured to convince his father-in-law, Megistonoiis, 
that the yoke of the ephori ought to be broken, and an equal 
division of property to be made ; by means of which equality 
Sparta would resume her ancient valour, and once more rise 
to the empire of Greece. Megistonoiis complied, and the king 
then took two or three other friends into the scheme. 
About that time one of the ephori had a surprising dream 

* In the text it is Lydiadaa; bat Pohfbrafi coii^ \mxv L^ivodax i ^n\^3R^ 
Plutaitib in another piaoB* 

Vol, IV. ^B 
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as he slept in the temple of Pasiphaa. He ihou^t that, in 
the court where the ephori used to sit for the despatch of bu- 
siness, four chairs were taken away, and only one left. And 
as he was wondering at the chanjge, he heard a voice from the 
sanctuary, which said,—" This is best for Sparta.*' The ma- 
gistrate related this vision of his to Cleomenes, who at first 
was greatly disconcerted, thinking that some suspicion had led 
him to sound his intentions. But when he found that there 
was no fiction in the case, he was the more confirmed in his 
Durpnse ; and taking with him such of the citizens as he thought 
most likely to oppose it, he marched against Heraea and Alsaea, 
two cities belonging to the Achaean league, and took them. 
After this, he laid m store of provisions at Orchomenus, and 
then besiejged Mantinea. At last he so harassed the Lacedae- 
monians, bv a variety of long marches, that most of them de- 
sired to be left in Arcadia, and he returned to Sparta with the 
mercenaries only. By Uie way he communicated his design 
to such of them as he believed most attached to his intev^st, 
and advanced slowly, that he might come upon the ephori as 
they were at supper. 

When he approached the town, he sent Euryclidas before 
him to the hall where those magistrates used to sup, upon pre- 
tence of his being charged with some message relative to the 
army. He was accompanied by Thericion and Phoebis, and 
two other youne men who had been educated with Cleomenes, 
and whom the Spartans call Samothracians,* These were at 
tiie head of a small party. While Euryclidas was holding the 
yihori in discourse, the others ran upon them with their drawn 
swords. They were all slain but Agesilaus, and he was then 
thought to have shared the same fate, for he was the first man 
that fell; but in a little time he conveyed himself silently out 
of the room, and crept into a little building which was the 
temple of Fear. This temple was generally shut up, but then 
happened to be open. When he was got in, he immediately 
barred the door. The other four were despatched outright; 
and so were above ten more who came to their assistance. 
Those who remained ouiet, received no harm; nor were any 
hindered from departing the city. Nay, Agesilaus himselt 
was spared, when tie came the next day out of the temple. 

The Lacedaemonians have not only temples dedicated to 

* All the commentators agree that Safio^; owar is a comiption. Palmerius 
prq^KMes to read TTu^iss, Pythians, So at Sparta they called two persons 
whom the king sent to consult the oracle of Apollo, and who used to eat at 
the king's table. But TTu^iaf is yery/distant m sound from Soiio^anof. Th9 
editor of the former finjg^lish translation proposes, by no means unbappihr, to 
read ^ui^anoiy which is synonymous to <r»vit9Q^, Proper regard oug^t to 
bepmd, too, to the coDJectan of Bryan and Uu Soul, who offer us Souutyrof ai« 



CLEOMENES. \ | 

FsAR, but also to Death, to Laughtbr^ and many of the 
passions. Nor do they pay homage to Feavy as one of the 
noxious and destroying demons, but they consider it as the 
best cement of society. Hence it was, that the epJiori^ (as 
Aristotle tells us,^ when they entered upon their omce, caused 
proclamation to oe made, tnat the people should shave their 
upper lip, and be obedient to the laws, tnat they might not be 
under the necessity of haying recourse to seyerity. As for 
the shaying of the upper lip, m my opinion, all the design of 
that injunction is, to teach the youth, obedience in the sm^est 
matters. And it seems to me, that Ihe ancients did not think 
that yalour consists in the exemption from fear ; but, on the 
contrary, in the fear of reproacn, and the dread of infamy. 
For those who stand most in fear of the law, act with the 
greatest intrepidity against the enemy; and they who are 
most tender of their reputation, look with the least concern 
upon other dangers. Therefore, one of the poets said well, — 

Ingenuous shame resides with fear. 

Hence Homer makes Helen say to her father-in-law, Pria- 
mus, — 

Before thy presence, father, I appear 

With conscious shame and reyerential fear. — Pope* % 

And, in another place, he says, the Grecian troops 

With fear and silence on their chiefe attend. 

For reverence, in vulgar minds, is generally the concomitant 
of fear. And, therefore, the Lacedaemonians placed the tem- 
ple of Fear near the hall where the ephort used to eat, to 
show that their authority was nearly equal to the regal. 

Next day Cleomenes proscribed eighty of the citizens, whom 
he thought it necessary to expel ; and he removed all the seats 
of the ephori except one, in which he designed to sit himself, 
to hear causes, and despatch other business. Then he assem- 
bled the people, in order to explain and defend what he had 
done. His speech was to this effect: — ^^ The administration 
was put by Lycurgus in the hands of the kings and the senate; 
and Sparta was governed by them a long time, without any 
occasion for other magistrates. But, as the Messenian war 
was drawn out to a great length, and the kings, having the 
armies to command, had not leisure to attend to the decision 
of causes at home, they pitched upon some of their friends to 
be left as their deputies for that purpose, under the title of 
ephorij or inspectors. At first they Dehaved as substitutes axvd 
servants to the kings; but, by little aivd \\\fiL^,'*CftK^^'^ ^^^ 
power into their own hands, and iiisensWiVy eixecXa^ w;vt^^^^ 
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into an ind^endent magistracy.* A proof of this is a custom 
which has OD.^^tined till tiiis time, that when tibie ephori sent for 
the ^nz, he refused to hearken to the first and second message, 
and ditt not attend them till they sent a third. Asteropus 
was the first of the ephori who raised their office to that height 
of authority, many sjges after their creation. While they kept 
within the hounds ofinoderation, it was better 'to endure than 
to remove them ; but when, by their usurpations, they de- 
stroyed the ancient form of government, when they deposed 
some kinffs, put others to death without any form of trial, and 
threatened those princes who desire to see the divine constitu- 
tion of their country in its original lustre, they became abso- 
lutely insupportable. Had it been possible, without the shed- 
ding of blood, to have exterminated those pests which they 
had introduced into Lacedaemon; such as luxury, superfluous 
expense, debts, usury, and those more ancient evils, poverty 
and riches, I should then have thought myself the happiest of 
kings. In curing the distempers of my country, I should have 
been considered as the phvsician whose lenient hand heals 
without givinff*pain. But K)r what necessity has obliged me 
to do, I have me authority of Lycurgus, who, though neither 
king nor magistrate, but only a private man, took upon him to 
act as a king,t and appeared publicly in arms. The conse- 
quence of which was, that Charilaus, the reigning prince, in 
great consternation, fled to the altar. But being a mild and 
patriotic king, he soon entered into the designs of Lycurgus, 
an4 accepted his new form of government. Therefore, the 
prbceedings of Lycurgus are an evidence that it is next to im- 
possible to new-model a constitution, without the terror of an 
armed force. For my own part, I have applied that remedy 
with great moderation; only ridding myself of such as op- 
posed the true interest of Lacedsemon. Among the rest, I 
shall make a distribution of all the lands, and clear the people 
of their debts. Among the strangers, I shall select some of 
the best and ablest^ that they may be admitted citizens of 
Sparta, and protect her with their arms; and that we may no 
longer see Laconia a prey to the JEtolians and Illyrians for 
want of a sufficient number of inhabitants concerned for its 
defence.^' 

When he had finished his speech, he was the first to surren- 
der his own estate into the public stock. His father-in-law, 

* When the authority of the kings was ^own too enormous, Theopompiw 

found it necessary to curb it, by the institution of the ephori* I3ut they were 

not, as Cleomenes says they were, in their first establi^oment, ministers tottui 

kinffs. 

fLiycureua never assumed or aspired to regal authority : and Cleomenes 

mmitioDs this only to take off the odium fromTmmae\i. 
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Megi^tonous, and his other friends, followed his example. 
The rest of the citizens did the same ; and then the land was 
divided. He even assigned lots for each of the persons whom 
he had driven into exile; and declared that Uiey should all be 
recalled when tranquillity had once more taken place. Having 
filled up the number of citizens out of the best of the inhabi- > 
tants 01 the neighbouring countries, he raised a body of four 
thousand foot, whom he taught to use the two-handed pike in- 
stead of the javelin, and to hold their shields by a hanale, and 
not by a ring, as before. Then he applied himself to the edu- 
cation of the youth, and formed them with all the strictness of 
Lacedaemonian discipline; in the course of which he was much 
assisted by Sphaerus. Their schools of exercise, and their re- 
fectories, were soon brought into that good order which they 
had of old; some being reduced to- it oy compulsion, but the 
greatest part coming voluntarily into that noble training pecu- 
liar to Sparta. However, to prevent any offence that might 
be taken at the name gf monarchy, he made his brother Eucli- 
das his partner to the throne; and this was the only time that 
tlie Spartans had two kings of the same family. 

He observed that the Achaeans, and Aratus, the principal 
man among them, were persuaded that the late change had 
brought the Spartan affairs into a doubtful and unsettled state; 
and that he would not quit the city while it was in such a fer- 
ment He, therefore, tnought it would have both its honour 
and utility, to show the enemy how readily his troops would 
obey him. In conseauence of which he entered the Megalo- 
politan territories, wnere he spread desolation, and made a 
very considerable booty. In one of his last marches he seized 
a company of comedians who were on the road from Messene: 
upon wliich he built a stage in the enemy's country; proposed 
a prize of forty minae to the best performer, and spent one day 
in sec ing them. Not that he set any great value on such di- 
versions, but he did it by way of insult upon the enemy, to 
show his superiority by this mark of contempt: for, amon^ 
the Grecians and royal armies, his was the only one which haa 
not a train of players, jugglers, singers, and dancers, of both 
sexes. No intemperance or buffoonery, no public shows or 
feasts, except on tne late occasion, were ever seen in his camp. 
The young men passed the greatest part of their time in the 
exercises, and the old men in teaching them. The hours of 
leisure were amused with cheerful discourse, which had all the 
smartness of laconic repartee. This kind of amusement had 
those advantages which we have mentioned in the life of Ly- 
curgus. 

'liie king himself was the best teacYier. '!P\aMi wA ivtK^^ 

Vox. JK 2 
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in hit equipai^e and diet, assuming no manner of pomp iJioi^ 
a common citizen, he set a glorious example of sobriety, 
'f'his was no small advantage to his afiairs in Greece. When 
tiie Greeks addressed themselves to other kings, tiiey did not 
so much admire their wealth and magnificence, as execrate 
their pride and spirit of ostentation, their difficulty of access, 
and hfirshness ot behaviour to all who had business at their 
courts. But when they applied to Cleomenes, who not only 
bore the title, but had ail the great qualities of a king, they saw 
tip purple or robes of stale, no rich carriages, no gauntlets bt 
pages or door-keepers to be run. Nor had they their answer, 
after nreat difficulties, from the mouth of secretaries ;* but they 
foundnim in an ordinary habit, ready to meet them, and offer 
them his hand. He received them with a cheerful counte- 
nance, and entered into their business with the utmost ease and 
feeedom. This engaging manner gained their hearts ; and they 
declared he was the only worthy descendant of Hercules. 

His common supper was short and truly laconic. There 
were only couches for three people; but when he entertained 
ambassadors or strangers, two more couches were added, and 
the table was a little better furnished by the servants: not that 
any curious desert was added; only the dishes were larger, 
and the wine more generous : for he blamed one of his friends 
for setting nothingljefore strangers but the coarse cake and 
black broth, which they eat in their common refectories; — 
" When we have strangers to entertain," he said, " we need 
uot be such very exact Lacedaemonians." After supper, a 
three-legged standt was brought in, upon which were placed a 
brasst bowl full of wine, two silver pots that held about a pint§ 
and a half a-piece, and a few cups of the same metal. Such of 
the guests as were inclined to drink, made use of these vessels, 
for the cup was not pressed upon any man against his will. 
There was no music, or other extrinsic amusement; nor was 
any sucl^ thing wanted. He entertained his company very, 
agreeably with his own conversation; sometimes asking ques- 
tions, and sometimes telling stories. His serious discourse 
was perfectly free from moroseness, and his mirth from petu- 
lance and rusticity. The arts which other princes used of 
drawing men to their purpose, by bribery and corruption, he 
looked upon as both iniquitous and impolitic: but to engage 
and fix people in his interest by the cnarms of conversation, 
without fraud or guile, appeared to him an honourable method* 

Id the text it is Tpamianov^ by billets; but probably it should be read 
7!)awixT£oi, ftfcretaries^ there beinsf no instances in antiquity that have con\e 
to our knowleHore, of answers in wn\inor to a personal application, 
f TjiivM. \ Kpamp. $ AixiTt;A»«. 
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and MHrthy of a king. For he thought this the trtie difference 
between a hireling and a friend, that the one is gained by mo- 
ney, and the other by an obliging behavioul'. 

The Mantineans were the first who applied for his assist-* 
Ance. They ^iidmitted him into their city in the night; and 
having, with his help, expelled the Achaean garrison, put 
thehiselvies under his protection. He reestablished their laws 
and ancient form of government, and retired the same day to 
Teeea. From thence he fetched a compass through Arcadia^ 
and marched down to Pherae in Achaia; intending by this 
movement either to bring the Achaeans to a battle, or make 
tiiem look upon Aratus in a mean light for giving up the 
country, as it were> to his destroying sword. 

Hyperbatas was indeed general at that time, but Aratus had 
all tne authority. The Acnseans assembled Uieir forces, and 
enoaioiped at Dymaese* near Hecatombaeum ; upon which ClecJ- 
menes marched up to them, .though it was thought a rash step 
for him to take post between Dym»ae, which belonged to the 
enemy, and the Achaean canip. However, he boldly chal- 
len^d the Achaeans, and indeed forced them to battle, in 
which he entirely defeated them, killed great numbers upoti 
the spot, and took many prisoners. Lango was his next ob- 
ject, from which he expelled an Achaean garrison, and then 
put the town into the hands 6f the Eleans. 

When the Achaean affairs were in this ruinous state, Ara- 
tus, who used to be general every other year,t refused the 
command, though they pressed him strongly to accept it But 
certainly it was wrong, when such a storm was rajEcing, to quit 
the helm, and leave the direction to another. The first de- 
mands of Cleomenes appeared to the deputiesf of the Achae- 
ans moderate enough ; afterwards he insisted on having the 
command himself. In other matters, he said, he should not 
differ with them, for he would restore them both the prisoners 
and their lanos. The Achaeans agreed to a pacification on 
these conditions, and invited Cleomenes to Lerna, where a ge- 
neral assembly of their state was to be held. But Cleomenes 

* Polybius calls it Dymae. 

tEvoSwf rap* cviaurov an s^arr\yitv.t The former English translator renders 
this, who tued to continue general ttoo years together; and Dacier to the same 
sense, qui tnoU accoutumf d'etre cnpitaine-giniral lous lea dtvx an*. But 
they are both under a pfreat mistake ; rap* eviauro* does certainly signify et«ry 
other year. So in Polybius, wti^a itvaj^tiiv^i^^av^ every fourlK day ; and in 
Aristotle, irapa finva rpirov, every third month, 

X The two French translators, ahd the English one employed by Tonson, 
change |i£Tpi.o here into afifTpio, without any necessity, or pretence of a\\<V«j(* 
rity for it. We do not see why Cleomenes might l\o\.^ va tit^ ^\^V ^i«oK\<>ssc^ 
he proposed, possibly demand something len of t\ie XcWwx ^\j»i^ ^ii»x ^J^sw 
inf bin) to b^ coflimaiider-ui-chief and governor c^ «3\ Q(t«e^A« 
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hastening his march too much, heated himself, and then very 
imprudently drank cold water; the consequeixce of which was* 
that he threw up a* great quantity of blood, and lost the use ot 
his speech. He, therefore, sent the. Achaeans the most respect- 
able of the prisoners, and putting off the meeting, retired to 
Ifacddseihon. 

This ruined the affairs of Greece. Had it not been for this, 
she might have recovered out of her present distress, and have 
maintained herself against the insolence and rapaciousness oi 
the Macedonians. Aratus either feared or distrusted Cleome- 
nes, or envied his unexpected success. He thought it intoler- 
able that a young man, newly sprung up, should rob him at 
once of the honour and power which he had been in posses- 
sion of for three-and-thirty years, and come into a govern- 
ment which had been growing so long under his auspices. Foi 
this reason, he first tried what his interest and powers of per- 
suasion would do to keep the Achaeans from closing with 
Cleomenes; but they were prevented from attending to him 
by their admiration of the great spirit of Cleomenes, and 
their opinion that the demands of tne Spartans were not un- 
reasonaole, who only desired to bring Peloponnesus back to 
-Its ancient model. Aratus then undertook a thine: which 
would not have become any man in Greece, but in him was 
particularly dishonourable, and unworthy of all his former 
conduct, both in the cabinet and the field : — He rilled Anti- 
eonus into Greece, and filled Peloponnesus with Macedonians, 
though in his youth he had expelled them, and rescued the 
citadel of Corinth out of their hands. He was even an enemy 
to all kings, and was equally hated by them. Antigonus, in 
particular, he loaded with a thousand reproaches, as appears 
from the writings he had left behind him.* He boasts that 
he had encountered and overcome innumerable difficulties, in 
order to deliver Athens from a Macedonian garrison; and yet 
he brought those very Macedonians, armed as they were, into 
his own country, into his own house, and even into the wo- 
men's apartment. At the same time, he could not bear that a 
Spartan king, a descendant of Hercules, who wanted only to 
restore the ancient policy of his country, to correct lis broKCii 
harmony, and bring it back to the sober Doric tone which Ly- 
curgus had given it;t he could not bear that such a prince 
should be declared general of the Sicyonians and Triccaeans.} 

* Aratus wrote a history of the AchaRans, and of his own conduct. 
^ t The music, like the architecture of the Dorians, was remarkable for its 
simplicity. 

t This probably should be Trita&ans. Tritaea was a city of Phocis, and 
compriehended in the league; but Tricca, which was in Tbessaly, coul() 
hanjjy he so. 
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While he avoided the coarse cake and the short cloak, and 
what he thought the greatest grievance in the whole system 
of Cleomenes, the abolishing of riches, and the making poverty 
a more supportable thing, he made Achaia truckle to the dia- 
dem and purple of Macedonians, and of Asiatic grandees. To 
shun the appearance of submission to Cleomenes, he offered 
sacrifices to tne divinity of Antigonus, and, with a js^arland oA 
his head, sung pieans in honour of a rotten Macedonian. These 
things we say not in accusation of Aratus, (for in many re*- 
spects he "Was a great man, and worthy of Greece;) we mean 
only to point out, with compassion, the weakness of human ' 
nature, which, in dispositions the best formed to virtue, cart 
produce no excellence without some taint of imperfection. 

When the Achaeans assembled again at Argos, and Cleo- 
menes came down from Tegea to meet them, the Greeks enteiN- 
tained great hopes of peace. But Aratus, who had already 
settled tne principal points with Antigonus, fearing that Cleo- 
menes, either by nis obliging manner of treating, or bv force, 
would gain all he wanted of the people, proposed,—" That he 
should take three hundred hostages for tne security of his per- 
son, and enter the town alone ; "or, if he did not approve of 
that proposal, should come to the place of exercise without the 
walls, called Cyllarabiurrij* and treat there at the head of his 
army.'^ Cleomenes remonstrated that these proceedings were 
very unjust He said, — ^^ They should have made him these 
proposals at first, and not now, when he was come to their 
gates, distrust and shut him out.'* He, therefore, wrote to the 
Achaeans a letter on this subject, almost filled with connplaint« 
of Aratus; and the applications of Aratus to the people were 
little more than invectives against the king of Sparta. The 
consequence of this was, that the latter quickly retired, and 
sent a nerald to declare war against the Achaeans. This he- 
rald, according to Aratus, was sent not to Argos, but to iEgJ- 
um,t in order that the Achaeans might be entirely unprepared. 
There were at this time great commotions among the mem- 
bers of the Achaean league, and many towns were ready to fall 
off: for the common people hoped for an equal distribution of 
lands, and to have their debts cancelled; while the better sort, 
in general, wei'e displeased at Aratus, and some of them highly 
provoked at his bringing the Macedonians into Peloponnesus^ 

Encourlafijed by these misunderstandings, Cleomenes entered 
Achaia; where he first took Pellene by surprise, and dislodged 
the Achaean garHson. Afbefwards he mau^ himself master of 

♦ From Cyllarbus, the «on of Sthenclns. 

t This was a maritime town of Achaia on the roHTitV\\MV>iiW!j»--^V\>»V«iN«^ 
tion of Cleomenes was to.take it by stifpri^, tietoc^ \3a^ Vc^»iNA\»^>» ^«^<^ 
liave mleWlfgence of the war* 

Vol '"^^ ( 2» 
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Phencum and Penteleum. As the Achaean's were apprehensive 
of a revolt at Corinth and Sicyon, they sent a body of cavalry 
and some mercenaries from Argos, to guard against any mea- 
sures tending that way, and went themselves to celebratq the 
Nemean games at Argos. Upon this, Cleomenes hoping, what 
really proved the case, that, if he could come suddenly upon 
the city, while it was filled with multitudes assembled to par- 
take of the diversions, he should throw all into the greatest 
confusion, marched up to the walls by night, and seized the 
quarter called */9spiSf which lay above the theatre, notwith- 
standinff its difficulty of access. This struck them with such 
terror, tnat not a man thought of making any resistance: they 
agreed to receive a garrison, and gave twenty of the citizens as 
hostages for their acting as allies to Sparta, and following the 
standard of Cleomenes as their general. 

This action added greatly to the fame and authority of that 
prince : for the ancient kings of Sparta, with all their endea- 
vours, could never fix Argos in their interest; and Pyrrhus, 
one of the ablest generals in the world, though he forced his 
way into the town, could not hold it, but lost his life in the at- 
tempt, and had great part of his army cut in pieces. Hence 
the despatch and keenness of Cleomenes were the more ad- 
mired ; and they who before had laughed at him for declaring 
he would tread in the steps of Solon and Lycurgus in the can- 
celling of debts, and in an equal division of property, were 
•now fully persuaded that he was the sole cause of all the 
change in trie spirit and success of the Spartans. In both re- 
spects they were so* contemptible before, and so little able to 
help themselves, that the ifetonians made an inroad into La- 
conia. and carried off fifty thousand slaves. On which occa- 
sion, one of the old Spartans said, " The enemv had done them 
a kindness in taking such a heavy charge off their hands.'' 
Yet they had no sooner returned to their primitive customs 
and discipline, than, as if Lycurgus himseli had restored his 
polity, and invigorated it with his presence, they had given 
the most extraordinary instances of valour and obedience to 
their magistrates, in raising Sparta to its ancient superiority 
in Greece, and recovering Peloponnesus. 

Cleonae and Phlius* came in the same tide of success with 
Argos. Aratus was .then making an inquisition at Corinth in- 
to the conduct of such as were reported to b-j in the Lacedae- 
tnonian interest; but when the news of their late losses reached 
him, and he found that the city was falling off to Cleomenes, 
and wanted to get rid of the Achaeans,^t lie was not a little 

♦Tovris between Argos and Corinth. 

/ fn the printed text it k Axam* wroUarnvai fkKm*09^ and the liatin and 
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alarmed. In this confusion he could find no better expedient 
than that of calling the citizens to council, and in the mean 
time, he stole away to the gate. A horse being ready for him 
there, he mounted and fled to Sicvon. The Corinthians were 
in such haste to pay their compliments to Cleomenes, that, 
Aratus tells us, they killed or spoiled all their horses. He ac- 
quaints us also, that Cleomenes highly blamed the people of 
Corinth for suffering him to escape. Nevertheless, he adds, 
that Megistonoiis came to him on the part of that prince, and 
offerel to give him large sums if he would deliver up the cita- 
del of Corinth, where ne had an Achsean garrison. He an- 
swered, — " That affairs did not then depend upon him, but he 
must be governed by their circumstances.^' So Aratus him- 
self writes. 

Cleomenes, in his mdrch from Argos, added the Troezenians, 
the Kpidaurians, and Hermionians, to the number of his friends 
and allies, and then went to Corinth, and drew a line of cir- 
cumvallation about the citadel, which the Achaeans refused to 
surrender. However, he sent for the friends and stewards of 
Aratus, and orlered them to take care of his house and effects 
in that city. He likewise sent again to that general by Trity- 
malus the Messenian, and proposed that the citadel should be 
garrisoned half with Achaeans and half with Lacedaemonians ; 
offering, at the same time, to double the pension he had from 
Ptolemy king of Egypt. As Aratus, instead of accepting 
these conditions, sent his son and other hostages to Antigonus, 
and persuaded the Achaeans to give orders that the citadel of 
Corinth should be put in the hands of that prince, Cleomenes 
immediately ravasied the territories of Sicyon, and, in pursu- 
ance of a decree of the Corinthians, seized on the whole estate 
of Aratus. After Antigonus had passed Gerania,* with a 
great army, Cleomenes thought it more advisable to fortify the 
Onaean mountains,t than the isthmus, and by the advantage of 
his post to tire out the Macedonians, rather than hazard a 
pitched battle with a veteran phalanx. Antigonus was greatly 
perplexed at this plan of operations; for he had neither laid in 
a sufficient quantity of provisions, nor could he easily force the 
pass by which Cleomenes had sat down. He attempted one 

French tmnslators hare followed it, rendering it to this sense, and the JlchtZ' 
am wnre Kwdenins^ hrme: but two mamiacripts give ns ^:>M£»nv, which is \o 
be referred to v.^jiiv, before; and with the former Enyiish translator, we 
choose to foUuw that reading. 

* A mountain between Megara and Corioth. 

t ThiA range of mountains extends from the Scironom rocks, on the road 
to Attica, as hr as mount Citheron. — Sirab, L fii. TVve^ ^«c% ^-^fifi^^ 
<f n' enio, the Mountains of Asses. 
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night, indeed, to get into Peloponnesus by the port of Lechab* 
urn,* but was repulsed with loss. 

Cleomenes was much encouraged with this success, and hi» 
troops went to their evening's refreshment with pleasure. An- 
tigonus, Gp the other hand, was extremely dispirited; for he 
saw himself in so troublesome a situation, that it was scarcely 
possible to find any resources which were not extremely dim- 
cult At last he determined to move to the promontory of 
Heraeum, and from thence to transport his troops in boats to 
Sicyon; but that required a great deal of time, and very consi- 
derable preparations. However, the evening after, some of 
the friends of Aratus arrived from Argos by sea, being sent to 
acQuaint him that the Arrives were revolting from Cleomenes, 
ana purposed to invite him to that city. Aristotle was the au- 
thor of the defection ; and he had found no great difficulty in 
persuading the people into it, because Cleomenes had not can- 
celled their debts, as he had given them room to hope. Upon 
this, Aratus, with fifteen hundred men, whom he had from 
Antlgronus, sailed to Epidaurus. But Aristotle, not waiting 
for him, assembled the townsmen, and, with the assistance oT 
Timoxenus and a party of Achaeans from Sicyon, attacked 
the citadel. 

Cleomenes petting intelligence of this about the second 
watch of the night, sent for MegistonoQs, and in an angry tone, 
ordered him to ^the relief of Argos : for he it was who had 
principally undertaken for the obedience of the Argives, and, 
Dy that means, prevented the expulsion of such as were sus- 
pected. Having despatched MegistonoOs upon this business, 
the Spartan prince watched the motions of Antigonus, and en- 
deavoured to dispel the fears of the Corinthians, assuring them 
it was no great tning that had happened at Argos, but only an 
inconsiderable tumult Megistonotis got into Argos, and was 
slain in a skirmish there; the garrison were hard pressed, and 
messenger after messenger sent to Cleomenes. Upon this he 
was afraid that the enemy, after they had made themselves 
masters of Argos, would block up the passages against him, 
and then go and ravage Laconia at their pleasure, and besiege 
Sparta itself, which was left without defence. He therefore 
decamped from Corinth; the consequence of which was the 
loss ot the town; for Antijponus immediately entered it, and 
placed a garrison there. In the mean time^ Cleomenes having 
collected his forces, whijch were scattered in their itiairch, at- 
tempted to scale the walls of Argos; but failing in that enter- 
prise, he broke open the vaults under the miarter calbd •/^.wn>, 
f^ned tn entnnoe that wajr, ttifd joined nis garrison, wnkh 

^ One of the harboanorCorindi. 
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still held out against the Achaeans. After this he took some 
other quarters of the city by assault, and ordering the Cretan 
archers to ply their bows, cleared the streets of the enemy. 
But when he saw Antigonus descending witli his infantry from 
the heights into the plain, and his cavalry already pouring in- 
to the city, he thougnt it impossible to maintain his post He 
had now no other resource out to collect all his men, and re- 
tire along the walls, which he accordingly did without loss. 
Thus, after achieving the greatest things in a short space of 
time, and making himself master of almost all Peloponnesus 
in one campaign, he lost all in less time than he seined it; 
some cities immediately withdrawing from his alliance, and 
others surrendering themselves not lon^ after to Antigonus. 

Such was the ill succesar of this expedition. And what was 
no less a misfortune, as he was marching home, messengers 
from Lacedsemon met him in the evening near Tegea, and in- 
formed him of the death of his wife. His affection and esteem 
for Agiatis was so great, that, amidst the current of his hap- 

Eiest success, he could not stay from her a whole campaign, 
ut often repaired to Sparta. No wonder, then, that a young 
man, deprived of so beautiful and virtuous a wife, was ex- 
tremely affected with the loss. Yet his sorrow did not debase 
the dignity of his mind. He spoke in the same accent ; he 
preserved the same dress and look; he gave his orders to his 
officers, and provided for the security of Tegea. 

Next morning he entered Lacedsemon ; and, after paying: a 
proper tribute to grief at home with his mother and his chil- 
dren, he applied himself to the concerns of state. Ptolemjr, 
king of Egypt, agreed to furnish him with succours; but it 
was on condition that ho sent him his mother and children as 
hostages. This circumstance he knew not how to communi- 
cate to his mother; and he often attempted to mention it to 
her, but could not go forward. She began to suspect that 
there was something which he was afraid to open to her; and 
she asked his friends what it might be. At last he ventured 
to tell her; upon which she laughed very pleasantly, and 
said, — ^^ Was this the thing which you have sol long hesitated 
to express? Whv do not you immediately put us on board a 
ship, and send this carcass of mine where you think it may be 
of most use to Sparta, before age renders it good for nothing, 
and sinks it into the grave?'' 

When every thing was prepared for the voyage, they went 
by land to Taenarus; the army conducting them to that port 
Cratesiclea being on the point of taking ship, took Cleomenes 
alone. into the temple of Neptune, where, seeing him liv ^^^ 
emotion and concern, she threw her arms ^c^wX. \vy«\, ^kcA 
«iid,— <* King of Sparta, take care that wYietv v^^ ^ ^^^ "^^^ 
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one perceive as weeping or doing any thine tinworth;j|r that 
eloriotts place. This alone is in our power; the event is in the 
hands of God." After she had given him this advice, and 
composed her countenance, she went on hoard, with her little 
grandson in her arms, and ordered the pilot to put to sea as 
soon as possible. 

Upon her arrival in Eg^t, she understood that Ptolemy 
had received ambassadors from Antigonus, and seemed to lis- 
ten to his proposals; and, on the other hand, she was informed 
that Gieomenes, though invited by the Achasans to a pacifica- 
tion, was afraid, on ner account, to put an end to the war, 
virithout Ptolemy's consent In this difficulty she wrote to 
her son, to desire him '^ to do what he thought most advanta- 
geous and honourable for Sparta, and not, tor the sake of an 
old woman and a child, to live always in fear of Ptolemy." 
So great was the behaviour of Cratesiclea under adverse for- 
tune. 

After Antigonus had taken Tegea, and plundered Orcho 
menus and Mantinea. Cleomenes, now shut up within the 
bounds of Laconia, enfranchised such of the helots as could pay 
five Attic minsB for their liberty. By this expedient he raised 
fifty talents; and having, moreover, armed and trained in the 
Macedonian manner two thousand of those helotSy whom he 
designed to oppose to the Leucaspides of Antigonus, he en- 
gaged in a great and unexpected enterprise. Megalopolis was 
at that time as great and powerful a city as Sparta. It was 
supported, besides, by the Achaeans and Antigonus, whose 
troops lay on each side of it Indeed, the Megalopolitans were 
the toremost and most ea^er of all the Achaean^ m their appli- 
cation to Antigonus. This city, however, Cleomenes resolved 
to surprise ; for which purpose he ordered his men to take five 
days' provisions, and led them to Sellasia, as if he designed an 
inroad into the territories of Argos. But he turned short, and 
entered those of Megalopolis; and, after having refreshed his 
troops at Rhoetium, he marched, by Helicon,* directly to the 
object he had in view. When he was near it, he sent Fanteus 
before with two companies of Lacedaemonians, to seize that 
part of the wall which was between the two towers, and which 
ne understood to be the least guarded. He followed with the 
rest of his army at the common pace. Panteus finding not 
only that quarter, but great part of the wall without defence, 
pulled it (Town in some places, undermined it in others, and 
put all the sentinels to tne sword. While he was thus em- 
ployed, Cleomenes came up, and entered the city with his 
forces, before the Megalopolitans knew of his approach. 

^IjubipuB thiakt it ctfffht to be read HeliaioOi tbeiv being no such place ai 



C9LEMfEN£a qa 

. Thqr were no. sooner apprised of the misfortune which had 
befallen them, than the greatest part left the city, taking their 
money and most valuable effects with them, llie rest made a 
stjand, and though they could not dislodge the enemy, yet ^eir 
resistance gave their fellow-citizens opportunity to escape. 
There remained not above a thousand men in the town, all me 
rest having retired to M essene, with their wives and children, 
before there was any possibility of pursuing them. A consi- 
derable part even of tnose who had armed and fought in de-. 
fence of the city got ofi^ and very few were taken prisoners. 
Of this number were Lysandridas and Thearidas, two persons 
of great name and authority in Megalopolis. As they were 
such respectable men, the soldiers carried them before Cleo- 
menes. Lysandridas no sooner saw Cleomenes than he thus 
addressed him: — ^^ Now," said he, in a loud voice, because it 
was at a distance, '^ now, king of Sparta, you have an opportu- 
nity to do an action much more elorious and princely than the 
late one, and to acquire immortsu honour." Cleomenes, guess- 
ing at his aim, made answer, — ^^ You would not have me re- 
store you the town ?" " That is the very thing," said Lysan- 
dridas, '^ I would propose. I advise jou, by all means, not to 
destroy so fine a city, but to fill it with firm friends and faith- 
ful alLes, by restoring the Megalopolitans to their country, and 
becoming me saviour of so consiaerable a people." Cleome- 
nes paused a while, and then replied, — ^^ This is hard to be- 
lieve; but be it as it will, let glory with us have always greater 
weight than interest" In consequence of this determination, 
he sent the two men to Messene, with a herald in his own 
name, to make the Megalopolitans an offer of their town, on 
condition that they would renounce the Achaeans, and declare 
tliemselves his friends and allies. 

Though Cleomenes made so gracious and humane a proposal, 
Philopoemen would not suffer the Megalopolitans to accept it, 
or to quit the Achaean league;"* but assuring them that tlie ting 
of Sparta, instead of inclining to restore them their city, want- 
ed to get the citizens too into his power, he forced Thearidas 
and Lysandridas to leave Messene. This is that Philopoemen 
who afterwards was the leading man among the Achaeans, and 
(as we have related in his Life) one of the most illustrious 
personages among the Greeks. 

Upon this news, Cleomenes, who hitherto had kept the 
houses and goods of the Megalopolitans with such care, that 
not the least thing was embezzled, was enraged to such a de- 
gree that he plundered the whole, sent the statues and pictures 

* Polybios bestows great and just enccnaiuns on \5Ma coii'^e.X. cJl ^Cbr"^^- 
gaiopohtstDs, I xL 
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was fought, and Cleomene^ had lost his arm^r and hi& eit3ry 
messengers came to call Antigonus home. This was a ereat 
a^ravation of the Spartan king's misfortunes. Had he neld 
on and avoided an action only a day or two lonffer, he would 
haFe been under no necessity of fighting; and after the Mace- 
donians were gone, he might have made peace with the Achae- 
ans on what conditions he pleased. But such, as we said, was^ 
his want of money, that he had no resource but the sword; and, 
therefore, as Polybius informs us, with twenty thousand men, 
was forced to challenge thirty thousand. 

He showed himself an excellent general in the whole course 
of the action; his Spartans behaved with great spirit, and his 
mercenaries fought not ill. His defeat was owing to the su- 
perior advantage the Macedonians had in their armour, and to 
the weight ana impetuosity of iheir phalanx. 

Phylarchus, indeed, assures us, it was the treachery of one 
of his officers that ruined the affairs of Cleomenes. Antigonus 
had ordered the Illyrians and Acarnanians secretly to fetch a 
compass, and surround that wing which was commanded by 
Euclid as, the brother of Cleomenes, while he was marshalling 
the rest of his army. Cleomenes taking a view from an emi- 
nence of his adversary's disposition, could not perceive where 
the Illyrians and Acarnanians were posted, and began to fear 
they were designed for some such manoeuvre. He, therefore, 
called Damoteles, whose business it was to guard against any 
surprise, and ordered him to reconnoitre the enemy's rear with 
particular care, and form the best conjecture he could of the 
movements they intended. Damoteles, who is said to be 
bribed by Antigonus, assured him that " he had nothing to fear 
from that quarter, foi all was safe in the rear ; nor was there any 
thing more to be done\jut to bear down upon the front" Cleo 
meiies, satisfied with this report, attacked Antigonus. The 
Spartans charged with so much vigour, that they made the 
Macedonian phalanx give ^ound, and eagerly pursued their 
advantage for about five furlongs. The king then seeing Eu- 
clidas-in the other wing quite surrounded, stopped, and cried out, 
— ^^ Thou art lost, my dear brother ! thou art lost, in spite of all 
thy valour! but great is thy example to our Spartan youth, and 
the songs of our matrons shall for ever record thee !"* 

t\irenty-eight thousand foot, and twelve hundred horse. The army of Cleo- 
menes consisted only of twenty thousand ; but it was advantageously posted. 
He was encamped on two mountains, which were almost inaccessible, and 
separated only oy a narrow defile. These he had fortified witli strong ram- 
mr^ts and a deep fosse; so that Antigonus, after reconnoitring his situation, 
^id-iiot think proper to attack him, but encamped at a small distance on the 
pfain. At length, for want of money and provisions, Cleomenes was forced to 
corne to actioii, and was beaten. — Poiyb, lib. xi. 
.' ""Ife acted Uke a brave soMier, but not like a akilfol officer* Instead of 
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Euclidas, and the wing he commanded, thus being slain, the 
victors fell upon Cleomenes, who seeing his men in great con- 
fusion, and unable to maintain the fight, provided as well as he 
could for his own safety. It is said that ereat numbers of the 
mercenaries were killed; and that of six tnousand Lacedaemo- 
nians no more than two hundred were saved. 

When he reached Sparta, he advised the citizens to receive 
Antigonus: — " For my part," said he, " I am willing either to 
live or to die, as the one or the other may be most for the in- 
terest of my country.*' Seeing the women run to meet the few 
brave men who had escaped with him, help to take off their 
armour, and present them with wine, he retired into his own 
house. After the death of his wife, he had taken into his house 
a young woman, who was a native of Megalopolis, and free- 
born, but fell into his hands at the sack of the place. She ap- 
proached him, according to custom, with a tender of hef ser- 
vices on his return from the field. But though both thirsty 
and weary, he would neither drink nor sit down ; he only lean- 
ed his elbow against a pillar, and his head upon it, armed as he 
was ; and having restea a few moments, while he considered 
what course to take, he repaired to Gythium with his friends. 
There they went on board vessels provided for that purpose, 
and immediately put out to sea. 

Upon the arrival of Antigonus, Sparta surrendered. His 
behaviour to the inhabitants was mild and humane, and not un- 
suitable to the dignity of their republic; for he offered them 
no kind of insult, but restored to them their laws and polity ; 
and after having sacrificed to the gods, retired the third day. 
He was informed, indeed, that Macedonia was involved in a 
dangerous war; and that the barbarians were ravaging the 
country. Besides, he was in a deep consumption, and had a 
■continual defluxion upon the lungs. However, he bore up un- 
der his affliction, and wrestled with domestic wars, until a 
great victory over, and carnage of the barbarians, made him 
die more glorious. Phylarchus tells us, (and it is not at all 
improbable,) that he burst a vessel in his lungs with shouting 
in the battle: though it passed iii the schools, that, in express- 
ing his joy after the victory, and crying out, — ^^ glorious 
day!'' he brought up a quantity of blood, and fell into a fever, 
of which he died. Thus much concerning Antigonus. 

From the isle of Cythera,' where Cleomenes first touched, he 
sailed to another island called ^gialia. There he had formed 
a design to pass over to Cvrene, when one of his friends, named 
Therycion, a man of high and ihtrepid spirit on all occasions, 

poarinff upon the enemy £rom the heights, «flidTe!^Tm|;^a\vfefe«ssftL>N.^5RK«^r 
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and one who always indulged himself in a lofty and hau^br 
Uxfu of expression, 6ame privately to Cleomenes, and thus ad- 
dressed him : — ^ We have lost, my prince, the most glorious 
death, which we might have found in the battle; tiiough the 
world had heard us boast that Antigonus should never conquer 
the kinc of Sparta till he had slain him. Yet there is another 
exit still offered us by glory and virtue. Whither, then, are 
we so absurdly sailii^; ^yi^S ^ death that is near, and seeking 
one that is remote? If it is not dishonourable for the descen- 
dants of Hercules to serve the successors of Philip and Alex- 
ander, why do not we save ourselves a long voyage, by making 
our submission to Antigonus, who, in all probal)ility, as much 
excels Ptolemy, as the Macedonians do the Egyptians? But if 
we do not choose to be governed by a man who beat us in the 
field, why do we take one who never conquered us for our 
master? Is it that we may show our inferiority to two instead 
of one, by flying before Antigonus, and then going to flatter 
Ptolemy? Shall we say that you go into Egypt for the sake 




japtive and an exile. No ! while we are yet 
swords, and are yet in sight of Laconia, let us deliver our- 
selves from this miserable fortune, and make our excuse for 
our past behaviour to those brave men who fell for Sparta at 
Sellasia. Or shall we rather sit down in Egypt, and inquire 
whom Antigonus has left governor of Lacedaemon?'' 

Thus Therycion spoke, and Cleomenes made Hiis answer: — 
^' Dost thou think, tnen, wretch that thou art! dost thou think, 
by running into the arms of death, than which nothing is more 
easy to find, to show thv courage and fortitude? And dost thou 
not consider that this flight is more dastardly than the former? 
Better men than we have given way to their enemies, being 
either overset by fortune, or oppressed by numbers. But he 
who gives out either for fear of labour and pain, or of the opi- 
nions and tongues of men, falls a victim to his own cowardice 
A voluntary death ought to be an action, not a retreat from ac 
tion: for it is an ungenerous thing either to live or to die to 
ourselves. All that thy expedient could possibly do, would 
be only the extricating us from our present misfortunes, with 
out answering any purpose either of honour or utility. But I 
think neither thou nor I ought to give up all hopes for our 
country. If those hopes should desert us, death, when we 
seek for him, will not oe hard to find.'' Therycion made no 
yepty ; but the first opportunity he had to leave CleomeneSi he 
walked down to the shore, and stabbed himself. 

Cleomenes left iBgialia^ and sailed to Africa, where he was 
reee/v0ikjr tb0 Jcia|pf offiecMr% and oondiiatod la Alexandria. 
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When he was first introduced to Ptolemy,* that prince behaved 
to him with sufRcient kindness and humanity; but when, upon 
farther trial of him, he found what strength of understanding 
he had, and that his laconic and simple way of conversing 
Was mixed with a vein of wit and pleasantry; when he saw 
that he did not, in any instance; whatever, disnonour his royal 
birth, or crouch to fortune, he began to take more pleasure in 
his discourse than in the mean sacrifices of complaisance and 
flattery. He greatly repented, too, and blushed at the thought 
of having neglected such a man, and given him up to Ahti- 
gonus, who, by conquering him, had acquired so much power 
and glory. He, therefore, encouraged nim now with every 
mark of attention and respect, and promised to send him back 
to Greece with a fleet and supply of money, to re-establish him 
in his kingdom. His present appointments amounted to four 
and twenty talents by the year. Out of this he maintained 
himself and his friends in a sober and frugal manner, and be- 
stowed the rest in offices of humanity to such Greeks as had 
left their country, and retired into Egypt 

But old Ptolemy died before he coula put his intentions in 
favour of Cleomenes into execution ; and the court soon be- 
coming a scene of debauchery, where women had the sway, 
the business of Cleomenes was neglected: for the kingt was 
«o much corrupted with wine and women, that in his more 
sober and serious hours he would attend to nothing but the 
celebration of mysteries, and the beating a drum with! nis royal 
hands about the palace; while the great affairs of state were 
left to his mistress Agathoclea and her mother, and Oenanthes 
the infamous minister to his pleasures. It appears, however, 
that at first some use was madie of Cleomenes ; for Ptolemy be- 
ing afraid of his brother Magas, who, through his mother's in- 
terest, stood well with the army, admitted Cleomenes to a 
consultation in his cabinet: the subject of which was, whether 
he should destroy his brother. All the rest voted for it, but 
Cleomenes opposed it strongly. He said, — ^ The king, if it 
were possible, should have more brothers, for the greater se- 
curity of the crown, and the better management of affairs.^' 
And when Sosibius, the king's principal favourite, replied, — 
" That the mercenaries could not be depended on, while Magas 
was alive," Cleomenes desired them to give themselves no pain 
about that: " for," said he, ^ above three thousand of the mer- 
cenaries are Peloponnesians, who, upon a nod from me, will be 
ready with their arms. Hence Ptolemy, for the present, looked 
apon Cleomenes not only as a fast friend, but a man- of power; 
but his weakness afterwards increaising his timidity, as is corcL^ 

* Ptolemy EaargeieB. 1 Ptctaira ^\fiii«^ASuBt« 
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mon with people of little understandinjg, he began to place hiji 
security in jealousy and suspicion. His ministers were of the 
same stamp, and they considered Cleomenes as an object of 
fear, on account of nis interest with the mercenaries; inso- 
much that many were heard to say, — ^^ That he was a lion 
among a flock of sheep." Such indeed, he seemed to be in 
court, where', with a silent severity of aspect, he observed all 
that passed. 

In these circumstances, he made no more applications for 
ships or troops: but being informed that Antigonus was dead; 
that the Achaeans were engaged in war with the ^tolians; and 
that afiairs called strongly for his presence, in the troubles and 
dbtractions that then reigned in Peloponnesus, he desired only 
a conveyance thither for himself and his friends. Yet no man 
listened to him. The king, who spent his time in all kinds of 
Bacchanalian revels with women, could not possibly hear him. 
Sosibius, the prime minister, thought Cleomenes must prove a 
formidable and dangerous man, if he were kept in Egypt against 
his will ; and that it was not safe to dismiss him, because of his 
bold and enterprising spirit; and because he had been an eye- 
witness to the distempered state of the kingdom: for it was 
not in the power of money to mollify him. As the ox Apis, 
though revelling, to all appearance, m every delight that he 
can desire, yet longs after the liberty which nature gave him, 
wants to bound over the fields and pastures at his pleasure, 
and discovers a manifest uneasiness under the hanas of the 
priest who feeds him; so Cleomenes could not be satisfied 
with a soft and effeminate life; but, tike Achilles, 

CoDsnming cares lay heavy on his mind : 

In his hiack thoughts revenge an<) slangbter roD, 

And scenes of blood rise dreadful hi hfe soul. Pope. 

While his afiairs were in this posture, Nicagoras the JMesse 
nian, a man who concealed the most rancorous hatred of Cleo 
mmes, under the pretence of friendship, came to Alexandria. 
It seems he had formerly sold him a handsome piece of ground, 
and Hhe king, either through want of monev, or his continual 
engagement in war, had neglected to pay him for it Cleo- 
menes, who happened to be walking upon the Quay, saw this 
Nicagoras just landing from a merchantman, ana saluting him 
wiU) great kindness, asked, — ^ What business had brought 
him to Egypt?" Nicagoras returned the compliment with 
equal appearance of friendship, and answered, — ^^ I am bring- 
ing some fine war-horses for uie king." Cleomenes laughed, 
ana said, — ^ T could rather have wished that you had brought 
him some female musicians and pathics: for those are the cattle 
tAat the king at present likes best" Nieagovas, at that time^ 
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only smiled; but a few days after he put Cleomenes in mind 
of the field he had sold him, and desired he might now be 
paid; pretending, — ^* that he would not have given him any 
trouble about it, if he had not found considerable loss in the 
disposal of his merchandise." Cleomenes assured him, — 
<^ that he had nothing left of what the kings of E^pt had 
given him ;" upon which, Nics^ras, in his disappomtment, 
acquainted Sosibius with the joke upon the king. Sosibius re- 
ceived the information with pleasure; but being desirous to 
have something against Cleomenes that would exasp>erate Pto-* 
lemy still more, he persuaded Nicagoras to leave a letter, as- 




seizmg uyrene lor nimseii.'' iNicagoras, 
accordingly, left the letter and set sail. Four days after, Sosi- 
bius carried it to Ptolemy, as if just come to his hands; and 
having worked up the young prince to revenge, it was resolved 
tiiat Cleomenes snoum have a large apartment assigned him, 
and be served there as formerly, but not suffered to go out 

This was a great afiSiction to Cleomenes; and the following 
accident made his prospects still more miserable: — ^Ptolemy, 
the son of Chrysermus, who was an intimate friend of the 
king's, had all along behaved to Cleomenes with great civility : 
they seemed to like each other's company, and were upon 
some terms of confidence. Cleomenes, in this distress^ desired 
the son of Chrysermus to come and speak to him. He came 
and talked to him plausibly enough, endeavouring to dispel 
his suspicions, and to apologize for the king; but as he was 
going out of the apartment, without observing that Cleomenes 
followed him to the door, he gave the keepers a severe repri- 
mand, ^^ for looking so carelessly after a wild beast, who, ir he 
escaped, in all probability could be taken no more." Cleo- 
menes having neard this, retired before Ptolemy perceived 
him, and acquainted his friends with it Upon this they all 
dismissed Uieir former hopes, and taking the measures which 
anger dictated, they resolved to revenge themselves of Ptole- 
my's injurious and insolent behaviour, and then die as became 
Spartans, instead of waiting long for their doom in confine- 
ment like victims fatted for the altar; for they thought it an 
insufferable thing that Cleomenes, after he had disoained to 
come to terms with Antigonus, a brave warrior, and a man of 
action, should sit expecting his fate from a prince who assumed 
the character of a priest of Cybele; and who, after he had laid 
aside his drum, and was tired of his dance, would find another 
kind of sport in putting him to death. 

After tney haa taken their resolu^oti, PXx&em^ \m;:^\^'^>^'^ 
to go to CMopus, ihoy propagated a Te^pcot, V^V. Vf >^^>K)2fisg 
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order Cleomenes was to be released; and, as it was the cus 
torn of the kings of Egypt to send those to whom they de- 
signed to extend such grace a supper, and other tokens of 
friendship, the friends of Cleomenes made ample provision 
for the purpose, and sent it to the gate. By this stratagem the 
keepers were deceived; for they imagined that the whole was 
sent by the king. Cleomenes then offered sacrifice with a 
chaplet of flowers on his head^ and afterwards sat down with 
his friends to the banquet, takmg care that the keepers should 
have large portions to regale them. It is said that he set about 
his enterprise sooner than he intended, because he found that 
one of the servants who was in the secret had been out all 
night with his mistress. Fearing, therefore, that a discovery 
might be made about mid-day, while the intoxication of the 
preceding night still kept the guards fast asleep, he put on his 
military "tunic, having first opened the seam oi the left shoul- 
der, and rushed out sword in nand, accompanied by his friends, 
who were thirteen in number, and accoutred in the same man- 
ner. 

One of them, named Hippotas, thou^^h lame, at first was 
enabled, by the spirit of the enterprise, to keep pace with them; 
but afterwards perceivinj^ that they went slower on his account, 
he desired them to kill him, and not ruin the whole scheme by 
waiting for a man who could do them no service. By good 
fortune they found an Alexandrian leading a horse in the 
street ; they took it, and set Hippotas upon it, and then moved 
swiftly through the streets, all tne way invitine the people to 
liberty. They had just spirit enough left to praise and admire 
the bold attempt of Cleomenes, but not a man of them ven- 
tured to follow or assist him. 

Ptolemy, the son of Chrysermus, happening to come out oi 
the palace, three of them fell upon him, and despatched him. 
Another Ptolemy,- who was governor of the city, advanced to 
meet them in his chariot: they attacked and dispersed his offi- 
cers and guards, and, dragging him out of the chariot, put him 
to the sword ; then they marched to the citadel, with a design 
to break open the prison, and join the prisoners, who were no 
small numner, to tneir party. But the keepers had prevented 
them by strongly barricading the gates. Cleomenes, thus dis- 
appointed again, roamed up and down the city; and he found 
tnat not a single man would join him, but that all avoided him 
as they would avoid infection. 

He therefore stopped, and said to his friends, — ^ It is no 

wonder that women govern a people who fly from liberty;*' 

adding, << that he hoped they would all die m a manner that 

would reflect no dishonour upon him or on their own achieve- 

ments.^' Hippotas desired one of the younger men to des- 
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patch him^ and was thefirst that fell. Afterwards each of l^enii 
without fear or delay, fell upon his own. sword, except Pan- 
teus, who was the first man that scaled the walls of Megalo- 

Eolis when it was taken by surprise. He was in the flower of 
is age, remarkable for his beauty, and of a happier turn than 
the rest of the youth for the Spartan discipline; which per- 
fections had given him a great snare in the king's regard; and 
he now gave nim orders not to despatch himself till he saw his 
prince and all the rest breathless on the ground. Panteus 
tried one after another with his dagger as they lay, lest some 
one shoirld happen to be left with life in him. On pricking 
Cleomenes in tne foot he perceived a contortion in his face. 
He therefore kissed him, and sat down by him till the breath 
was out of his body, and, then embracing the corpse, slew 
himself upon it 

Thus f^l Cleomenes, after he had been sixteen years king 
of Sparta, and showed himself in all respects the great man. 
When the report of his death had spread over the city, Cra- 
tesiclea,^ though a woman of superior fortitude, sunk under the 
weight of the calamity; she embraced the children of Cleo- 
menes^ and wept over them. The eldest of them, disengaging 
himself from her arms^ got unsuspected to the top of the nouse, 
and threw himself down headlong. The child was not killed, 
but much hurtf and when they took him up, he loudly ex- 
pressed his grief and indignation that they would not sufier him 
to destroy himself. 

Ptolemy was no sooner informed of these thin^, than he or- 
dered the Dody of Cleomenes to be flayed, and nailed to a cross, 
and his children to be put to death, together with his mother, 
and the women her companions. Amongst these was the wife 
of PMiteus, a woman of great beauty, anda most majestic pre- 
sence. They had been Ibot lat^y married, »nd their misfor- 
tunes overtook them amidst the first transports of love. When 
her husband went with Cleomenes from Sparta, she was de- 
sirous of accompanying him, bat was prevented by her parents, 
who kept her in close custody. But soon after she provided 
herself a horse and a little money, and making her escape by 
pight, rode at full speed to Taenarus, and there embarked on 
board a ship bound for Egjrpt She was brought safe to Pan- 
teus, and she cheerfully shared with him in all the incon- 
veniences they found in a foreign country. When the soldiers 
came to take out Cratesiclea to execution, she led her by the 
hand, assisting in beaffiag her robe, and desired her to*exert 
all the courage she was mistress of; though die was far from 
being afraid of death, and desired no other favour than that ah^ 
might die before her children. But wVien VSm^^ c;dxci^ \j^ ^^ 
pbSe of execution, the chlld^fi suffieT^d WoT%\«st ^«^«i^ 

Vol. IV. E 
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then Cratesiclea was despatched, who, in this extreme distress^ 
uttered only these words, — ^^ ! my children ! whither are 
you gone !" 

The wife of Panteus, who was tall and strong, girt her robe 
about her, and, in a silent and composed manner, paid the last 
offices to each woman that lay deaa, windinjg up tne bodies as 
well as her present circumstances would acunit Last of all, 
she prepared herself for the poniard, by letting down her robe 
about her, and adjusting it in such a manner as to need no as- 
sistance after death; then calling the executioner to do his of- 
fice, and permitting no other person to approach her, she fell 
like a heroine. , In death she retained all tne decorum she had 
preserved in life; and the decency which had been so sacred 
with this excellent woman still remained about her. Thus, in 
this bloody tragedy, wherein the women contended to the last 
for the prize of courage with the men, Lacedaemon showed that 
il is impossible for fortune to conquer virtue, 

A few days after, the soldiers who watched the body of 
Cleomenes on the cross,* saw a great snake winding about his 
head, and covering all his face, so that no bird of prey durst 
touch it. This struck the king with superstitious terrors, and 
made way for the women to try a variety of expiations; for 
Ptolemy was now persuaded that he had caused the death of a 
person who was a favourite of heaven, and something more 
than mortal. The Alexandrians crowded to the place, and 
called Cleomenes a hero, a son of the gods, till the philoso- 
phers put a stop to their devotions, by assuring them, that as 
dead oxen breed bees,t horses wasps,} and beetles rise out of 
the putrefaction of asses; so human carcasses, when some of 
the moisture of the marrow is evaporated, and it comes to a 
thicker consistence, produce serpents. || The ancients knowing 
this doctrine, appropriated the serpent, rather than any other 
animal, to heroes. 

* That the frieDds of the deceased might not take it away by niffht Thus 
we find in Petronius' Ephesian Matron, — JiSxUi qui cruces cusenxwai, nequis 
ad sepulturam corpora detraherel. And thus we find in an authority we 
shall not mention at the same time with Petronius. 

t This was the received opinion of antiquity, as we find in Vairo, &c. Sbc. 

X Pressus humo bellator equus crabronis origo. Ovid. 

II Sunt qui, ci^m clause putrefacta est spina sepulchro, 
Mutari credant humanas angue medullas. Ovid. 

Th^ above verses seem to be taken from some Greek lines of Archelatis, 
addressed to Ptolemy on the subject of serpents being generated from the 
iMmnplion of the human body. 
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Having thus presented you with the history of Agis arid 
Cleomenes, we have two Romans to compare with them ; and 
no less dreadful a scene of calamities to open in the Lives of 
Tiberius and Caius Gracchus. They were the sons of Tibe- 
rius Gracchus ; who, though he was once honoured with the 
censorship, twice with the consulate, and led up two triumphs, 
yet derived still greater dignity from his virtues.* Hence, 
after the death oi that Scipio, who conquered Hannibal, he 
was thought worthy to marry Cornelia, the daughter of that 
great man, though he had not been upon any terms of friend- 
snip with hi xi, but rather always at variance. It is said, that 
he once caught a pair of serpents upon his bed; and that the 
soothsayers, after they had considered the prodigy, advised 
him neither to kill them both nor let them both go. If he 
killed the male serpent, they told him his death would be the 
consequence; if the female, that of Cornelia. Tiberius, who 
loved his wife, and thought it more suitable for him to die . 
first, who was much older than his wife, killed the male, and 
set the female at liberty. Not long after this, he died, leaving 
Cornelia with no fewer than twelve children.t 

The care of the house and the children now entirely devolv- 
ed upon Cornelia; and she behaved with such sobriety, so 
mucn parental affection and greatness of mind, that Tiberius 
seemed not to have judged ill in choosing to die for so valu- 
able a woman : for though Ptolemy, king of Egypt, paid his 
addresses to her, and offered her a share in his throne, she re- 
fused him. During her widowhood, she lost all her children 
except three, one daughter, who was married to Scipio the 
younger, and two sons, Tiberius and Caius, whose lives we 
are now writing. Cornelia brought them up with so much 
care, that though they were without dispute of the noblest fa- 
mily, and had the happiest genius and disposition of all the 
Roman youth, yet education was allowed to have contributed 
more to their perfections than nature. 

* Cicero in his first book de Dimnafione, passes. the highest epcomiams on 
bis virtue and wisdom. He was grandson to Publius Sempronius. 

t Cicero relates this story in his first book de Divinatione^ fcQGV^<&'^^ 
•moirs of Caius Gracchus, the son of Tiberius. 
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As in the statues and pictures of Castor and Pollux, though 
there is a resemblance between the brothers, yet there is also 
a difference in the make of him who delighted in the cestus, 
and in the other whose province was horsemanship; so while 
these young men «tr6ngiy^resaiflJliBd each other, m point of 
valour, of temperance, oi liberality, of eloquence, of creatness 
of mind, tjiere appeared in their actions and political conduct 
no small dissimilarity. It may not be amiss to explain the dif- 
ference, before we proceed farther. 

In the first place, Tiberius had a mildness in his look, and a 
composure in his whole behaviour ; Gains as much vehemence 
and nre : so that when they spoke in public, Tiberius had a 
great modesty of action^ and shifted not his place; whereas, 
Caius was the first of the Romans that, in addressing ihe people, 
moved from one end of the rostra to the other, and threw his 
gown off his shoulder.* So it is related of Cleon of Athens, 
mat he was the firsforator who threw back his robe, and smote 
upon his thigh. The oratory of Caius was strongly impassion- 
ed, and calculated to excite terror ; that of Tiberius was of a 
more gentle kind, and pity was the emotion that it raised. 

Thelanguage of Tiberius ^as chaste and elaborate; that of 
Caius splendid and persuasive. So, in their manner of living, 
Tiberius was plain and frugal ; Caius, when compared to other 
young Romans, temperate and sober, but, in comparison with 
nis brother, a friend to luxury. Hence Drusus objected to 
him, that he had bought Delphic tables,t of silver only, but 
very exquisite workmanship, at the rate of twelve hundred 
and fifty drachmas a pound. 

Their tempers were no less different than their language. 
Tiberius was mild and gentle ; Caius high-spirited and uncon- 
trolled; insomuch that m speaking he would often be carried 
away by the violence of his passion, exalt his voice above the 
regular pitch, give into abusive expressions, and disorder the 
whole frame of his oration. To guard against these excesses, 
he ordered his servant, Licinius, who was a sensible man, to 
stand with a pitchpipej behind him when he spoke in public, 
and whenever he found him straining his voice, or breaking 

* Cicero, in his third book de Oratore, quotes a passage from one of Caius' 
orations on the death of Tiberius, which strongly marks the nervous pathos of 
his eloquence : — " Quo me miser conferam f In Capitoliumne ? at fratris 
sanguine redundat. An domum ? Matremne ut miseram, lamentantemque 
videam, et abjectam." Cicero observes, that his action was no less animated 
than his eloquence : — Que sic ah Ulo acta esse constabat oculis, voce, gestu^ 
inimici ut lackrymas tenere non possent, 

i These, we suppose, were a kind of tripods. 

i Cicero, in his third book de OraJtore^ calls this small irory pipe, Ebur* 
^seo^Jlsiula, 
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out into anger, to give him a i^ofter key; upon whieh his vio^ 
lence both ef tone and passion immediately abated, and he vV'as 
easily recalled to a propriety of address. 

Such was the dinerence between the two brothers. But irt 
the valour they exerted against their enemies, in the justice 
they did their fellow-citizens, in attention to their duty as ma- 
gistrates, and in self-government with respect to pleasure, they 
were perfectly alike. Tiberius was nine years older than his 
brother; consequently their political operations took place in 
different periods. This was a great disadvantage, and indeed 
the . principal thing that prevented their success. Had they 
flourished together, and acted in concert, such an union would 
have added ^eatly to their force, and perhaps might have ren- 
dered it irresistible. We must, therefcre, speak of each sepa- 
rately ; and we shall begin with the eldest 

Tiberius, as he grew towards manhood, gained so extraor* 
dinary a reputation, that he was admitted into the college of au- 
gurs, rather on account of his high virtue than his high birth. 
Of the excellence of his character the following is also a 
proof: — Appius Claudius, who had been bonbured both with 
the consulate and the censorship, whose merit had raised him 
to the rank of president o( the senate, and who in sense and 
spirit was superior to all the Romans of his time, supping one 
evening with the augurs at a public entertainment, addressed 
himself to Tiberius with great kindness, and offered him his 
daughter in marriage. Tiberius accepted the proposal witfi 
pleasure: and the contract being agreed upon, Appius, when 
ne went home, had no sooner entered the house, than he called 
out aloud to his wife, and said, — ^^ Antistia, I have contracted 
our daughter Claudia." Antistia, much surprised, answered,-— 
" Why so suddenly ? What need of such haste, unless Tiberius 
Gracchus be the man you have pitched uponr' I am not ig- 
norant that some* tell the same story of Tiberius, the father 
of the Gracchi and Scipio Africanus : but most historians give 
it in the manner we have mentioned: and Polybius, in particu«> 
lar, tells us, that after the death of Africanus, Cornelia's rela- 
tions gave her to Tiberius, in preference to all competitors ; 
which is a proof that her father left her unenga^. 

The Tiberius of whom we are writing served m Africa un- 
der the younger Scipio, who had married his sister; and, tAh^ 
lived in the same tent with the general, he became immedi- 
aftely attentive to his genius and powers, which were daily 
productiTe of such Jictions as might animate a young mail to 
virtoe, and attract his imitation. With these advantages, Ti- 
berius soon excelled aU of his age, botii in point o£ d&ibKi^^^^ 

Vol. IV. 4 
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and valour. At a sieee of one of the enemy's towns, he was 
the first that scaled me walls, as Fannius relates,* who, ac- 
cording to his own account, mounted it with him, and had a 
share in the honour. In short, Tiberius, while he staid with 
the army, was greatly beloved, and as much regretted when he 
left it 

After this expedition he was appointed c^usestor; and it fell 
to his lot to attend the consul Caius Mancinus in the Numan- 
tian war.t Mancinus did not want courage, but he was one oi 
the most unfortunate generals the Romans ever had. Yet 
amidst a train of severe accidents and desperate circum- 
stances, Tiberius distinguished himself the more, not only by 
his courage and capacity, but what did him greater honour, 
by his respectful benaviour to his general, whose misfortunes 
had made nim forget even the authority that he bore : for, after 
having lost several important battles, he attempted to decamp 
in the night: the Numantians perceiving this movement, 
seized the camp, and falling upon the fugitives, made great 
havoc of the rear. Not satisfied with this, they surrounded 
the whole army, and drove the Romans upon impracticable 
ground, where there was no possibility of escape. Mancinus 
now despairing of making his way sword in hand, sent a he- 
rald to beg a truce and conditions ofpeace. The Numantians, 
however, would trust no man but Tiberius, and they insisted 
on his being sent to treat This they did, not only out of re- 
gard to the young man .who had so great a character in the 
airmy, but to the memory of his father, who had formerly 
made war in Spain, and, after having subdued several nations, 
granted the Numantians a peace, which, through his interest, 
was confirmed at Rome, and observed with good faith. Tibe- 
rius was, accordingly, sent; and, in his negotiation, he thought 
proper to comply with some articles, by which means he gain- 
ed others, and made a peace that undoubtedly saved twenty 
thousand Roman citizens, besides slaves and other retainers 
to the army. 

But whatever was left in the camp, the Numantians took as 
legal plunder. Among the rest they carried ofi*the books and 
papers which contained, the accounts of Tiberius' qusestorship. 
As it was a matter of importance to him to recover them, 
though the Roman army was already under march, he return- 
ed with a few friends to Numantia. Having called out the 
magistrates of the place, he desired them to restore him his 
boo&s, that his enemies might not have an opportunity to ac- 

' * This Fannius was author of a history, and certain annals, which were 
abridged bv Brutus. 

fJ£e was cooBul with JEau^ Lepidos iu the year of Rome 616. 
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euse him, when they saw be had lost the means of defending 
himself. The Numantians were much pleased that the acci- 
dent had given them an opportunity to ohlige him, and the^ 
invited him to enter their city. As he was deliherating on this 
circumstance, they drew nearer, and taking him by the hand, 
earnestly entreated him no longer to look upon them as ene- 
mies, but to rank them among his friends, and place a con- 
fidence in them as such. Tiberius thought it best to comply, 
both for the sake of his books, and for fear of offending them 
by the appearance of distrust Accordingly, he went into the 
town with them, where the first thing they did, was to provide 
a little collation, and to beg he would partake it Afterwards 
they returned him his books, and desired he would take what- 
ever else he chose among the spoils. He accepted, however, 
of nothing but some frankincense, to be used in the public sa- 
crifices, and at his departure he embraced them with great cor- 
diality. 

On his return to Rome, he found that the whole business of 
the peace was considered in an obnoxious and dishonourable 
light. In this danger the relations and friends of the soldiers 
he had brought off, who made a very considerable part of the 
people, joined to support Tiberius ; imputing all the disgrace 
of what was done to the general, and insisting that the quaestor 
had saved so many citizens. The generality of the citizens, 
however, could not suffer the peace to stand, and they de- 
manded that, in this case, the example of their ancestors should 
be followed : for when their generals thought theihselves hap- 
py in getting out of the hands of the Samnites, by agreeing to 
such a league, they delivered them naked to the enemy.* The 
quaestor^ too, and the tribunes, and all that had a share in con- 
eluding'the peace, they sent back in the same condition, and 
turned entirely upon them the breach of the treaty, and of the 
osth that should nave confirmed it 

On this occasion the people showed their affection for Tibe- 
rius in a remarkable manner: for they decreed that the consul 
be delivered up to the Numantians, naked, and in chains; but 
that all the rest should be spared for the sake of Tiberius. 
Scipio, who had then great authority and interest in Rome, 
seems to have contributed to the procuring of this decree. He 
was blamed, notwithstanding, for not saving Mancinus, nor 
using his best endeavours to get the peace with the Numan- 
tians ratified, which would not have oeen granted at all, had 
it not been on account of his friend and relation Tiberius. 
Great part of these complaints, indeed, seems to have arisen 

"^ This wa9 aboqt 183 yean before. The eenenlU t«iA>iM:^)^«c&^dDii^cfasb9> 
«u]s Veturiiis CaJFiDiv and Postbnmiiit AHiy^^^ 
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from the ambition and excessive zeal of Tibenus' friendn^an/l 
the sophists he had about him ; and the difference between him 
and Scipio was far from terminating in irreconcileable enmity. 
Nay, I am persuaded that Tiberius would never have fallen 
into those misfortunes that ruined him, had Scipio been at 
home to assist him in his political conduct He was engaged 
in war with Numantia, when Tiberius ventured to propose 
his new laws. It was on this occasion : — 

When the Romans in their wars made any acquisitions of 
lands from tlieir neighbours, they used formerly to sell part, to 
add part to the public demesnes, and to dismbute the rest 
amon^ the necessitous citizens; only reserving a small rent to 
be paid into the treasury. But when the rich began to carry 
it with a high hand over the poor, and to exclude them en- 
tirely, if they did not pay exorbitant rents, a law was made 
that no man should be possessed of more than five hundred 
acres of land. This statute for a while restrained the avarice 
of the rich and helped the poor, who, by virtue of it, remained 
upon their lands at the old rents. But afterwards their wealthy 
neighbours took their farms from them, and held them in other 
names ; though, in time, they scrupled not to claim them in 
their own. The poor, thus expelled, neither gave in their 
names readily to the levies, nor attended to the education of 
their children. The consequence was, a want of freemen all 
over Italy; for it was filled with slaves and barbarians,^ who, 
after the poor Roman citizens were dispossessed, cultivated 
the ground for the rich. Caius Lselius, the friend of Scipio, 
attempted to correct this disorder; but finding a formidable op- 
position from persons in power, and fearing the matter could 
not be decidea without the sword, he gave it up. This gained 
him the name of Lselius the wise.* But Tifcerius was no 
sooner appointed tribune of the people, than he embarked in 
the same enterprise. He was put upon it, according to most 
authors, by Diophanes the rhetorician, and Blossius the philo- 
sopher; the former of whom was a Metylenean exile, the latter 
a native of Cum* in Italv, and a particular friend of Antipater 
jof Tarsus, with whom he became acquainted at Rome, and 
.who did him the honour to address some of his philosophical 
writings to him. 

Some blame his mother Cornelia, who used to reproach her 
«ons, that she was still called the mother-in-law of Scipio, not 
the mother of the Gracchi. Others say, Tiberius took this 
raah step from a jealousy of Spurius Posthumius, who was of 

* Plutarch seems here to have foDowed some mistaken authority. It was 
not this circumstence, but the abstemiousness of bis life, that gave Lselius the 
naiiM of «#iM. lMim§odieime»t8hpieimiqu6dwminteUiger^q^ 
mum esgei,'''^ic, de Fia, Boo, et MaL 
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the same age with him^ and his rival in oratory. It seems, 
when he returned from the wars, he found Posthumius so 
much before him in point of reputation and interest with the 
people, that, to recover his ground, he undertook this hazardous 
affair, which so effectually drcfw the popular attention upon him. 
But his brother Caius writes, that as Tiberius was jSassing 
through Tuscany on his way to Numantia, and found the 
country almost depopulated, there being scarce any husband- 
men or shepherds, except slaves from toreign and barbarous 
nations, he then first formed the project which plunged them 
in so many misfortunes. It is certain, however, tnat the people 
inflamed his spirit of enterprise and ambition, by putting up 
writings on tne porticoes, walls, and monuments, in wnicn 
they begged of him to restore their share of the public lands 
to tne poor. 

Yet ne did not frame the law without consulting some of the 
Romans that were most distinguished for their virtue and au- 
thority. Among these were Crassus the chief pontiff, Mutius 
Scaevola the lawyer, who at that time was also consul, and 
Appius Claudius, father-in-law to Tiberius. There never was 
a milder law made against so much injustice and oppression ; 
for they who deserved to have been punished for their infringe- 
ment on the rights of the community, and fined for holding 
the lands contrary to law, were to have a consideration for 
giving up their groundless claims^ and restoring the estates to 
such of the citizens as were to be relieved. Biit though the 
reformation was conducted with so much tenderness, the people 
were satisfied : they were willing to overlook what was past, on 
condition that they might guard against future usurpations. 

On the other hand, persons of great property opposed the 
law out of avarice, and the lawgiver out of a spirit of resent- 
ment and malignity; endeavouring to prejudwJe the people 
against the design,. as if Tiberius intended by the Agrarian 
law to throw all into disorder, and subvert the constitution. 
But their attempts were vain: for, in this just and glorious 
oause, Tiberius exerted an eloquence which might have adorn- 
ed a worse subject, and which nothing could resist How great 
was he, when the people were gathered about the rostrum, and 
he pleaded for the poor in such language as this : — ^* The wild 
beasts of Italy have their caves to retire to, but the brave men 
who spill their blood in her cause, have nothing left but air 
and light Without houses, without any settled habitations, 
tibey wander from place to place with their wives and children : 
and their generals do but mock them, when, at the head ot 
their armies, they exhort their men to f^ht for their se^uk.V«^3w 
and domestic gods: for among such nuTnbeTS,^T>Daj^ ^««i*^^ 
not a Roman who baa an altar thai belonged Xa \vMi wl^«»^"«!^> 

Vol. IV. F 4* 
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or a sepulchre in which their ashes rest The private soldiem 
fight and die, to advance the wealth and luxury of the great; 
and they are called masters of the world, while they have not 
a foot 01 ground in their possession.'' 

Such speeches >ts this, aelivered by a man of such spirit, and 
flowing u^om a heart really interested in the cause, filled the 

Seople with an enthusiastic fury, and none of his adversaries 
urst pretend to answer him. Forbearinc, therefore, the war 
of words^ they addressed themselves to Marcus Octavius, one 
of the tribunes, a grave and modest young man, and an inti- 
mate acquaintance of Tiberius. Out of reverence for his 
friend, he declined the task at first; but upon a number of ap^ 
plications from men of the first rank, he was prevailed upon 
to oppose Tiberius, and prevent the passing of the law : for 
the fribune's power chieny lies in the negative voice, and if 
one of them stands out, the rest can efiect nothing. 

Incensed by this behaviour, Tiberius dropped his moderate 
bill, and proposed another more agreeable to the commonalty, 
and more severe against the usurpers; for by this they were 
commanded immediately to quit the lands which they held 
contrary to former laws. On this subject there were daily 
disputes between him and Octavius on the rostra; yet not one 
abiMve or disparaging word is said to have escaped either of 
them in all the heat of speaking. Indeed, an ingenuous disposi- 
tion and liberal education, win prevent or restrain the sallies 
of passion, not only during tne free enjoyment of the bottle, but 
in the ardour of contention about points of a superior nature, 
Tiberius observing that Octavius was liable to sufier by the 
bill, as having more land than the laws could warrant, desired 
him to give up his opposition, and ofiered, at the same time, to 
indemnify him out of his own fortune, though that was not 
great As this proposal was not accepted, Tiberius forbade all 
other magistrates to exercise their functions, till the Agrarian 
law was passed. He likewise put his own seal upon the doors 
of the temple of Sat;urn, that the quaestors might neither bring 
any thing into the treasury, nor take^ any thing out And he 
threatened to fine such of the praetors as should attempt to dis- 
obey his commands, This struck such a terror, that all de- 
partments of government were at a stand. Persons of great 
property put themselves into mourning, and appeared in public 
with all the circumstances that they thought might excite com- 
passion. Not satisfied with this, they conspired the death of 
Tiberius, and suborned assassins to destroy him. For which 
reason he appeared with a tuck, such as is used by robbers, 
which the Romans call a dolonJ* 

♦ We find this word uaed by Virgfl :— 
jR& maau, mudfmqvte smoi in bella Msdo^^-'Mku ju* t. 664. 
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When the day appointed came, and Tiberius was summon • 
ing the people to give their suffrages, a party of the people of 
property carried off the balloting vessels,* which occasioned 
great confusion. Tiberius, however, seemed strong enough to 
carry his point by force, and his partisans were preparing to 
have recourse to it, when Manlius and Fulvius, men of con- 
sular dignity, fell at Tiberius' feet, bathed his hands with tears, 
and conjured him not to put his purpose in execution. He 
now perceived how dreadlul the consequencei^ of his attempt 
might be, and his reverence for those two great men had its 
effect upon him : he therefore asked them what they would 
have him do ? They said, they were not capable of advising 
him in so important an a^air, and earnestlv entreated him to 
refer it to the senate. The senate assembled to deliberate upon 
it, but the influence of the people of fortune on that body was 
such, that their debates ended m nothing. 

Tiberius then adopted a measure that was neither just nor 
moderate. He resolved to remove Octavius from the tribune- 
ship, because there was no other means to get his law passed. 
He addressed him, indeed, in public first, in a mild and friendly 
manner, and taking him by the hand, conjured him to gratify 
the people, who asked nothing that was unjust, and would only 
receive a small recompense for the great labours and dangers 
they had experiencea. But Octavius absolutely refusea to 
comply. Tiberius then declared, — ^^ That it was not possible 
for two magistrates of equal authority, when they difiered in 
such capital points, to go through the remainder of their office 
without coming to hostilities: he saw no other remedy but the 
deposing of them." He, therefore, desired Octavius to take 
the sense of the people first with respect to him ; assuring him, 
that he would immediately return to a private station, if the 
suffrages of his fellow-citizens should order it so. As Octa- 
vius rejected this proposal too, Tiberius told him plainly, Hiat 
he would put the question to the people concerning him, if, 
upon farther consiaeration, he did not alter his mind. 

Upon this, he dismissed the assembly. Next day he con- 
voked it a^n; and when he had mounted the rostra, he made 
another trial to bring Octavius to compliance. But finding 
him inflexible, he proposed a decree for depriving him of the 

The dobn was a staff that had a poniard concealed withm it, and had its 
name from doltu, deceit. 

* The original 'udf la si^ifies an urn. The Romans had two sorts of ressels 
which tliev used in balloting. The first were open vessels called cisttBy or 
cistellcB^ which contained the ballots before ihey were distributed to the peo- 
ple; the others, with narrow necks, were called aitellce^ and iotci AJassfe'^'a; 
people cast tibeir ballots. The latter were the vesM^ fi\A!(^ «£^\x«c^ ««^\s> 
We been carried a£ 
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tribuneship, and immediately put it to the vote. When, of the 
five and thirty tribes, seventeen had given their voices for it, 
and there wanted onlv one more to make Octavius a private 
man, Tiberius orderea them to stop, and once more applied to 
his coUeaeue. He embraced him with great tenderness in the 
sight of the people, and, with the -most pressing instances, 
besought him, neither to bring such a mark of infamy upon 
himself, nor expose him to me disreputation of being pro- 
moter of such severe and violent measures. It was not with- 
out emotion that Octavius is said to have listened to these en- 
treaties. His eyes were filled with tears, and he stood a long 
time silent But when he looked towards the persons of pro- 
perty, wno were assembled in a body, shame and fear of losing 
himself in their opinion, brought him back to his resolution to 
run all risks, and with a noble firmness he bade Tibenus do 
his pleasure. The bill, therefore, was passed; and Tiberius 
ordered one of his freedmen to pull down Octavius from the 
tribunal ; foe he employed his own freedmen as lictors. This 
ignominious manner ot expulsion made the case of Octavius 
more pitiable. The people, notwithstanding, fell upon him; 
but by the assistance of those of the landed interest, who came 
to his defence, and kept off the mob, he escaped with his life. 
However, a faithful servant of his, who stood before him to 
ward off the danger, had his eyes torn out This violence was 
much against the will of Tiberius, who no sooner saw the tu- 
mult rising, than he hastened down to appease it 

The Agrarian law then was confirmed, and three commis- 
sioners appointed to take a survey of the lands, and see them 
properly aistributed. Tiberius was one of the three, his fa- 
ther-in-law Appius Claudius another, and his brother Gains 
Gracchus the third. The latter was then making the campaign 
under Scipio at Numantia. Tiberius, having carried these 
points without opposition, next filled up the vacant tribune's 
seat: into which ne did not put a man ot any note, but Mutius, 
one of his own clients. These proceedings exasperated the 
patricians extremely, and, as they dreaded the increase of his 
power, they took every opportunity to insult him in the se- 
nate. When he desired, for instance, what was nothing more 
than customary, a tent at the public charge, for his use in di- 
viding the lands, they refused him one, though such Uiings 
had been often granted on much less important occasions. 
And at the motion of Publius Nasica, he had only nine oboli a 
day allowed for his expenses. Nasica, indeed, was become his 
avowed enemy; for he had a great estate in the public lands, 
and was, of course, unwilling to be stripped of it 

At the same time, the people were more and more enraged. 
One of Tiberius* Mends happening to die suddenly, and m*- 



lignant spots appearing upon the body, they loudly declared 
that the man was poisoned. They assembled at his funeral, 
to'ok the bier upon their shoulders, and carried it to the pile. 
There they were confirmed in their suspicions : for the corpse 
burst, and emitted such a Quantity of corrupted humours, tnat 
it put out the fire. Though more fire was brought, still the 
wood would not burn till it was removed to another place; 
and it was with much difficulty at last that the body was con- 
sumed. Hence Tiberius took occasion to incense the common- 
alty still more against the other party. He put himself in 
mourning; he led his children into the forum,* and recom- 
mended uiem and their mother to the protection of the people; 
as giving up his own life for lost. ' 

About this time died Attains^ Philopator; and Eudemus of 
Pergamus brought his will to Rome, oy which it appeared, 
that lie had left the Roman people his heirs. Tiberiud endea- 
vouring to avail himself of this incident, immediately proposed 
a law, — '' That all the ready money the king had left, snould 
be distributed among the citizens, to enable them to provide 
working tools, and proceed in the cultivation of their new as- 
signed lands. As to the cities, too, in the territories of Atta- 
ins, the senate, he said, had not a right to dispose of them, but 
the people, and he would refer the business entirely to their 
judgment'' 

Tnis embroiled him still more with the senate; and one of 
their body, of the name of Pompey, stood up, and said, — ^^ He 
was next neighbour to Tiberius, and by that means had oppor- 
tunity to know that Eudemus the Pergamenian, had brought 
him a royal diadem and purple robe for his use when he was 
king of Kome.'' Quintus Metellus said another severe thing 
against him: — ^^ During the censorship of your father, when* 
ever he returned home after supper,t the citizens put out their 
lights, that they might not appear to indulge themselves at un- 
seasonable hours; but you, at a late hour, have some of the 
meanest and most audacious of the people about you with 
torches in tibeir hands.^J And Titus Annius, a man of no 
character in point of morals, but an acute disputant, and re- 
markable for the subtilty both of his questions and answers, 
one day challenged Tiberius, and ofiered to prove him guilty 
of a great ofience in deposing one of bis colleagues, whose 

* This was Attalus III, the son of fiuiDenes II. and Stratonice, and the last 
king of PergaiDus. He was not, however, sumamed Philopator^ but Phih^ 
metoTy and so it stands in the manuscript of St. Germain. 

t Probably from the public hall where he supped with his colleague. 

X 'Ori Ts \uv rarpof avrji Ti^iireeavToii ^tuut 'avaXyoi ucra deirvov oinode* ra (pUTUMaref 
Bcvwaav of woAirai (po^uMfvoi |t« vopptfrepa rs ficrpis dej^oiv tv 0vi«a-i<u tU\ ^nA v!w:k\\« 
Other tnmslators nave p«mi>bn[sed this pamte, %xid cnTeA\l%^^iSweNSQX^*sBaA 

ftwmwkatth»6/MkM»lDbetf>« ^ 
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pnerson hy the laws was sacred and inviolable. This propo- 
sition raised a tumult in the audience, and Tiberius immedi- 
ately went out and called an assembly of the people, designing 
to accuse Annius of the indignity he had offered him. An- 
nius appeared; and knowing himself greatly inferior, both in 
eloquence and reputation, he had recourse to his old art, and 
begged leave only to ask him a question before the business 
came on. Tiberms consented, and silence being made, An- 
nius said, — ^^ Would you fix a mark of disgrace and infamy 
upon me, if I should appeal to one of your colleagues? And 
it he came to my assistance, would you in your anger deprive 
him of his office ?'' It is said, that this question so puzzled 
Tiberius, that, with all his readiness of speech, and propriety 
of assurance, he made no manner of answer. 

He, therefore, dismissed the assembly for the present He 
perceived, however, that the step he had taken in deposing a 
tribune, had offended not only the patricians but the people 
too ; for, by such a precedent, he appeared to have robbed tnat 
high office of its dignity, which, till then, had been preserved 
in great security and honour. In-consequence of this reflec- 
tion, he called the commons together again, and made a speech 
to them, from which it may not be amiss to give an extract, by 
way of specimen of the power and strength of his eloquence : 
— ^^ The person of a tribune, I acknowledge, is sacred and in- 
violable, because he is consecrated to the people, and takes 
their interests under his protection. But when he deserts 
those interests, and becomes an oppressor of the people ; when 
he retrenches their privileges, and takes away their liberty of 
voting; by those acts he deprives himself, for he no longer 
keeps to the intention of his employment Otherwise, if a 
tribune should demolish the Capitol, and burn the docks an:L 
naval stores, his person could not be touched. , A man who 
should do such things as those, might still be a tribune, though 
a vile one; but he who diminishes the privileges of the peo- 
ple, ceases to be a tribune of the people. Does it not shock 
you to think, that a tribun^ should be able to imprison a con- 
sul, and the people not have it in their power to deprive a tri- 
bune of his authority, when he uses it against those who gave 
it? For the tribunes, as well as the consuls, are elected by the 
people. Kingly government seems to comprehend all au- 
thority in itseii^ and kings are consecrated with the most aw- 
ful ceremonies : yet the citizens expelled Tarquin, when his 
administration became iniquitous: and, for the offence of one 
man, the ancient government, under whose auspices Rome 
was erected, was entirely abolished. What is there in Rome so 
sacred and venerable as the vestal virgins who keep the per- 
petual Bre? yet if any of diem transgress the rules of her or. 
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der, she is buried alive. For they who are guilty of impiety 
against the gods, lose that sacrea character, which they had 
only for the sake of the gods. So a tribune who injures the 
people, can be no longer sacred and inviolable on the people's 
account He destroys that power in which alone his strength 
lay. If it is just for him to be invested with the tribunitial 
authority by a majori^ of tribes, is it not more just for him to 
be deposed by the sum*ages of them all ? What is more sacred 
and inviolable than the offerings in the temples of the gods? 
yet no one pretends to hinder the people from making use of 
them, or removing them wherever they please. And, indeed, 
that the tribune's office is not inviolable or unremoveable, ap- 
pears from hence, that several have voluntarily laid it down, 
or been discharged at their own request" These were the 
heads of Tiberius' defence. 

His friends, however, being sensible of the menaces of his 
enemies, and the combination to destroy him, were of opinion 
that he ought to make interest to get the tribuneship continued 
to him another year. For this purpose, he thought of other 
laws, to secure the commonalty on his side ; that for shorten- 
ing the time of military service, and that for granting an ap- 
peal, from the judges to the people. The bench of judges, at 
that time, consisted of senators only, but he orderea an equal 
number of knights and senators ; though it must be confessed, 
that his taking every possible method to reduce the power of 
the patricians, savoured more of obstinacy and resentment than 
of a regard for justice and the public good. 

When the day came for it to be put to the vote, whether these 
laws should be ratified, Tiberius and his party, perceiving that 
their adversaries were the strongest, (for all the people did not 
attend,) spun out the time in altercations with the other tri- 
bunes; and, at last, he adjourned the assembly to the day fol- 
lowing. In the mean time, he entered the forum with all the 
ensigns of distress, and, with tears in his eyes, humbly applied 
to the citizens, assuring them, — " He was afraid that his ene- 
mies would demolish his house, and take his life before the 
next morning." This affected them so much, that numbers 
erected tents before^ his door, and guarded him all night 

At day-break, the person who had the care of the chickens 
which they use in augury, brought them, and set meat before 
them ; but they would none of them come out of their pen, 
except one, though the man shook it very much; and that one 
would not eat;* it only raised up its left wing, and stretched 
out its leg, and then went in again. This put Tiberius in mind 
of a former ill omen He haa a helmet that he wore in haltL^^ 

'I' When the diickens eat groedily , they tlMmi^ \1 ^ 1^ ^^ i^ 
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finely otnsmetited^ and remarkably ma^ificent: twd serpenttf* 
that had crcp* into it privately, laid their eggs, and hatched in 
it Such a bsMl presajge made him more afraid of the late one* 
Yet he set out for the Capitol, as soon as he understood that 
the people were assembled there. But, in going out of his 
house, he stumbled upon the threshold, and struck it with so 
much violence, that tne nail of his great toe was broken, and 
the blood fk>wed from the wound. When he had got a little on 
his way, he saw on his left hand two ravens fighting on the 
top of a house, and though he was attended, on account of his 
dignity, by great numbers of people, a stone which one of the 
ravens threw down, fell close by his foot This startled the 
boldest of his partisans. But Blossius* of Cuma, one of his 
train, 8aid,-r-«* It would be an insupportable disgrace, if Tibe- 
rius, the son of Gracchus, grandson of Scipio Africanus, and 
protector of the people of Kome, should, tor fear of a raven, 
disappoint that people when they called him to their assist- 
ance." His enemies^ he assured him, would not be satisfied 
with laughing at this false step ; they would represent him to 
the commons as already taking all the insolence of a tyrant 
upon him. 

At the same time several messengers from his friends in the 
Capitol, came and desired him to make haste, for (they told 
him) every thing went there according to his wish. 

At first, indeed, there was a most promising appearance. 
When the assembly saw him at a distance, they expressed 
their joy in the loudest acclamations : on his approacn they 
received him with the utmost cordiality, and formed a circfe 
about him, to keep all strangers off. Mutius then began to call 
over the tribes, m order to business; but nothing could be 
done in the usual form, by reason of the disturbance made by 
the populace, who were still pressing forward. Mean time, 
Fulviust Flaccus, a senator, got upon an eminence, and know- 
ing he could not be heard, made a sign with his hand, that he 
had something to say to Tiberius in private. Tiberius having 
ordered the people to make way, Flaccus, with much difiiculty, 
got to him, and informed him, — ^^ That those of the landed in- 
terest had applied to the consul, while the senate was sitting, 
and as they could not bring that magistrate into their views, 
they had resolved to despatch Tiberius themselves, and for 
that purpose, had armed a number of their friends and slaves.'* 

Tioerius no sooner communicated this intelligence to those 
about him, than they tucked up their gowns, seized their hal- 

^fn the prints text it is Blastus; but one of the mamiscripti gives us 
BJosBiii% and all the tnnslaton have fiiUowed it 

fJl9dtjnMm, arlririad^printadtext 
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berts with which the Serjeants kq^yt o£f the crowd, broke them, 
and took the pieces, to ward against any assault that mieht 
be made. Such as were at a distance, much surprised at uiis 
incident, asked what the reason might be? and Tiberius, find- 
ing thej could not hear him, touched his head with his hand, 
to signify the danger he was in. His adversaries seeing this, 
ran to the senate, and informed them that Tiberius demanded 
the diadem; alleging that gesture as a proof of it 

This raised a great commotion. Nasica called upon Ihe 
consul to defend the commonwealth, and destroy the tyrant. 
The consul mildly answered, — ^^ That he would not begin to 
use violence, nor would he put any citizen to death who was 
not legally condemned; but if Tiberius should either persuade 
or force the people to decree any thinjg contrary to the con- 
stitution, he would take care to annul if Upon which Na- 
sica started up and said, — ^^ Since the consul gives up his 
country, let all who choose to support the laws follow me.'' 
So saying, he covered his head witn the skirt of his robe, and 
then advanced to the Capitol. Those who followed him, 
wrapped each his eown about his hand, and made their way 
through the crowd. Indeed, on account of their superior 
quality, they met with no resistance: on the contrary, the 
people trampled on one another to eet out of tlieir way. Their 
attendants had brought clubs and bludgeons with them from 
home, and the patncians themselves seized the feet of the 
benches which the populace had broken in their flight Thus 
armed, they made towards Tiberius; knocking down such as 
stood before him. These being killed or dispersed, Tiberius 
likewise fled. One of his enemies laid hold on his gown ; but 
he let it go, and continued his flight in his under-garment He 
happened, however, to stumble and fall upon some of the 
kiued. As he was recovering himself, Pubhus Satureius, one 
of his colleagues, came up openly, and struck him on the head 
with the foot of a stool. The second blow was given him by 
Lucius Rufus, who afterwards valued himself upon it as a 
glorious exploit Above three hundred more lost their lives 
by clubs and stones, but not a man by the sword. 

This is said to have been the first sedition in Rome, since the 
expulsion of the kings, in which the blood of any citizen was 
shed. All the rest, though neither small in themselves, nor 
about niatters of little consequence, were appeased by mutual 
concessions; the senate giving up something, on one side, for 
fear of the people, and the people, on the other, out of respect 
for the senate. Had Tiberius been moderately dealt witn, it 
is probable that he would have compromised matters in a 
much easier way; and certainly he might Vv^-veVi^exvir^^xs^^^i 
without their deprivinc: hin of his life; lot Yift\i^xtf3\.^iSQ«^^ 

Vol. IV. G 6 
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three hundred men about him. But, it seems, the conspiracy 
was formed aeainst him, rather to satisfy the resentment and 
malignity of me rich, than for the reasons they held out to 
the public. A strong proof of this we have in their cruel and 
abominable treatment of his dead body: for, notwithstanding 
the entreaties of his brother, they would not permit him to 
take away the corpse, and bury it in the night, butithrew it in- 
to the river with the other carcasses. Nor was this all: they 
banished some of his friends without form of trial,' and took 
others and put them to death. Amon^ the latter was Dio- 
phanes the rhetorician. One Gains Billms they shut up in a 
cask with vipers and other serpents, and left him to perish in 
that cruel manner. As for Blossius of Cumae, he was carried 
before the consuls, and, being interrogated about the late pro- 
ceedings, he declared that he nad never failed to execute what- 
ever Tiberius commanded.* " What then," said Nasica, " if 
Tiberius had ordered thee to burn the Capitol, wouldst thou 
have done it?" At first he turned it off, and said, " Tiberius 
would never have given him such an order." But when a 
number repeated the same question several times, he said, — 
" In that case I should have thought it extremely right, for 
Tiberius would never have laid such a command upon me, if 
it had not been for the advantage of the people of Rome." 
He escaped, however, with his lue, and afterwards repaired to 
Aristonicus,t in Asia; but finding that prince's affairs entirely 
ruined, he laid violent hands on himself. 

The senate now, desirous to reconcile the people to these 
acts of theirs, no longer opposed the Agrarian law; and they 
permitted them to elect another commissioner in the room of 
Tiberius, for dividing the lands. In consequence of which, 
they chose Publius Crassus, a relation of the Gracchi; for 
Caius Gracchus had married his daughter Licinia. Cornelius 
Nepos, indeed, says it was not the daughter of Crassus, but 

'*' Laelius, in the treatise written by Cicero under that name, gives a different 
account of the matter : — ^" Blossius," he says, " after the murder of Tiberius, 
came to him while he was in conference with the consuls Popilius Laenas and 
Publius Rupilius, and earnestly begged for a pardon, alleging, in his defence, 
that such was his veneration for Tiberius, he could not refuse to do any thing 
he desired." ** If then," said Laelius, ** he had ordered you to set fire to the 
Capitol, would you .have done it ?" " That," replied Blossius, " he would 
never have ordered me to do; but if he had, I should have obeyed him." 
Blossius does not, upon this occasion, appear to have been under a judicial 
examination, as Plutarch represents him. 

t Aristonicus was a bastara brother of Attains ; and being highly offended 
at him for bequeathing his kingdom to the Romans, he attempted to get pos- 
session of it by arms, and made himself master of severed towns. The Komans 
sent Crassus me consul against him, the s^ond year after the death of Tibe- 
rius. Crassus was defeated. and taken by Aristonicus. The year following, 
AiistamcuB was dekaLted in his turn, and taken prisoner by rerpenna. 
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of that Brutus, who was honoured with a triumph for his 
conquests in Lusitania: but most historians give it for the 
former. 

Nevertheless, the people were still much concerned at the 
loss of Tiberius, and it was plain that they only waited for an 
opportunity of revenge. Nasica was now threatened with 
an impeachment The senate, therefore, dreading the conse- 
quence, sent him into Asia, though there was no need of him 
mere: for the people, whenever they met him, did not repress 
their resentment in the least: on the contrary, with all the 
violence that hatred could suggest, they called him an exe- 
crable wretch, a tyrant who had defiled the holiest and most 
awful temple in Rome with the blood of a magistrate, whose 
person ought to have been sacred and inviolable. 

For this reason Nasica privately quitte^d Italy, though by his 
oflSce he was obliged to attend the principal sacrifices ; for he 
was chief pontiff. Thus he wandered from place to place in a 
foreign country, and after a while died at Pergamus. Nor is 
it to be wondered that the people had so unconquerable an 
aversion to Nasica, since Scipio Africanus himself, who seems 
to have been one of the greatest favourites of the Romans, as 
well as to have had great right to their affection, was near for- 
feiting all the kind regards of the people, because, when the 
news of Tiberius' deam was brought to Numantia, he express- 
ed himself in that verse of Homer, — 

So perish all that in such crimes engage.* . 

Afterwards Gains and Fulvius asked him in an assembly of 
the people, what he thought of the death of Tiberius, and by 
his answer he gave them to understand that he was far from 
q)proving of his proceedings. Ever after this, the commons 
interrupted him when he spoke in public, though thev had of- 
fered him no such affront before; and, on the other hand, he 
scrupled not to treat them with very severe language. But* 
these things we have related at large m the Life of Scipio. 

* In Minerva's speech to Jupiter. — Odys* lib. L 
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Whether it was that Caius Gracchus was afraid of his ene- 
xnieSy or wanted to make them more ohnoxious to the people^ 
at first he left the forum, and kept close in his own house ; like 
one who was either sensible how much his family was reduced, 
or who intended to make public business no more his object: 
insomuch that some scrupled not to affirm that he disapproved 
and even detested his brother's administration. He was, in- 
deed, as yet very young, not being so old as Tiberius by nine 
years J and Tiberius at his death was not quite thirty. How- 
ever, m a short time ;t appeared, that he had an aversion, not 
only to idleness and effeminacy, but to intemperance and ava- 
rice: and he improved his powers of oratory, as if he consider- 
ed them as the wings on wnich he must rise to the ereat offices 
of state. These circumstances showed that he would not long 
continue inactive. 

In the defence of one of his friends named Vettius, he ex- 
erted so much eloquence, that the people were charmed be- 
yond expression, and borne away with all the transports of en- 
thusiasm. On this occasion he showed that otner orators 
were no more than children in comparison. The nobility had 
all their former apprehensions renewed, and they began to 
take measures among themselves to prevent tlie advancement 
of Caius to the tribunitial power. 

It happened to fall to his lot to attend Orestes* the consul in 
Sardinia in capacity of qusestor. This gave his enemies great 

Eleasure. Cams, however, was not uneasy on the event: for 
e was of a military turn, and had as good talents for the camp 
as for the bar. Sesides, he was under some apprehension 
about taking a share in the administration, or of appearing on 
the rostra, and at the same time he knew that he could not re- 
sist the importunities of the jjeople or his friends. For these 
reasons he thought himself happy in the opportunity of going 
abroad. 

^ Lucius Aurelius Orestes was consul with iEmilius Lepidos the year of 
Jlcme GSiT.. So. that Caiqs went qusestor intq Sardinia at the age of tweixt;T-> 
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It is a common opinion that of his own accord he became a 
violent demagogue, and that he was much more studious than 
Tiberius to make himself popular. But that is not the truth. 
On the contrary, it seems to have been rather necessity than 
choice, thai brought him upon the public stage: for Cicero the 
orator relates, that when Caius avoided all offices in the state, 
and had taken a resolution to live perfectly quiet, his brother 
appeared to him in a dream, and thus addressed him : — ^^ Why 
lingerest thou, Caius? There is no alternative. The Fates 
have decreed us both the same pursuit of life, and the same 
death, in vindicating the rights of the people." 

In Sai'dinia, Caius gave a noble specimen of every virtue, 
distinguishing himself greatly a>none; the other youn^ Romans, 
not only in his operations agaikst the enemy, and m acts of 
justice to such as submitted, but in his respectful and obliging 
behaviour to the general. In temperance, in simplicity of diet, 
and love of labour, he excelled even the veterans. 

There followed a "severe and sickly winter in Sardinia, and 
the general demanded of the cities clothing for his men. But 
they sent a deputation to Rome to solicit an exemption from 
this burden. The senate listened to 4their requests, and or- 
dered the general to take some other method. ' As he could 
not think of withdrawing his demands, and the soldiers suf- 
fered much in the mean time, Caius applied to the towns in 
person, and prevailed with them to send the Romans a volun- 
tary supply of clothing. News of this being brought to Rome, 
and the whole looking like a prelude to future attempts at 
popularity, the senate were greatly disturbed at it Another 
instance they gave of their jealousy, was in the ill reception 
which the amoassadors of Micipsa found, who came to ac- 
quaint them that the king their master, out of regard to Caius 
6racchus, had sent their general in Sardinia a large quantity of 
corn. The ambassadors were turned out of the house ; ana the 
senate proceeded to make a decree, that the private men in 
Sardinia should be relieved, but that Orestes should remain, in 
order that he might keep his quaestor with him. An account 
of this being brought to Caius, his an^r overcame him so far, 
that he embarked; and as he made his appearance in Rome 
when none expected him, he was not only censured by his ene- 
mies, but the people in general thought it singular that the 
quaestor should return before his general. An information 
was laid against him before the censors, and he obtained per« 
mission to speak for himself: which he did so effectually, that 
the whole court changed their opinions, and were persuaded 
that he was very much injured. For he told them^ — ^* HaV^^^ 
served twelve campaigns, whereas he v?a&iio\.c?cX\^^\.^^«^^ 
more than ten; and mat in capacity oi c\ji«atot, V^>d^^ '^*' 

5» 
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tended his general three years,* though the law^s did not re 
Guire him to do it more than one/' He added, — ^^ That he was 
tne only man who went out with a full purse, and returned 
with an empty one; while others, after having drunk the wine 
they carried out, brought back the vessels filled with gold and 
silver. '^ 

After this, they brought other charges against him. They 
accused him of promoting disaffection amongst the allies, and 
of being concerned in the conspiracy of Fregellae,t which was- 
detected about that time. He cleared himself, however, of all 
suspicion ; and having fully proved his innocence, offered him-« 
sell to the people as a candidate for the tribuneship. The 
patricians united their forces to oppose him; but such a num-* 
her of people came in from all parts of ItaJy to support his 
election, that many of them could not get lodging, and the 
Campus Martins not being large enough to contain them, gave 
their voices from the tops of nouses. 

All that the nobility could gain of the* people, and all the 
mortification that Gains had, was this: — Instead of being re- 
turned first, as he had flattered himself he should be, he was 
returned the fourth. But when he had entered upon his office, 
he soon became the leading tribune, partly by means of his 
eloquence, in which he was greatly superior to the rest, and 
partly on account of the misfortunes of nis family, which gave 
nim opportunity to bewail the cruel fate of his brother. For 
whatever subject he begun upon, before he had done, he led the 
people back to that idea, and at the same time put them in 
mind of the different behaviour of their ancestors :—-" Your 
forefathers,'^ said he, " declared war against the Felisci, in or- 
der to revenge the cause of Genucius, one of their tribunes, to 
whom that people had given scurrilous language; and they 
thought capital punishment little enough for Gains Veturius, 
because he alone did not break way for a tribune, who was 
passing through the foruni. But you suffered Tiberius to be 
despatched with bludgeons before your eyes, and his dead body 
to be drasged from the Gapitol through tne middle of the city, 
in order to be thrown into the river. Such of his friends, too, 
as fell into their hands, were put to death without form of trial. 
Yet, by the custom of our country, if any person under a prose- 
cution for a capital crime did not appear, an officer was sent to 
his door in the morning, to summon him by sound of trumpet, 
and the judges would never pass sentence, before so public a 

* Great part of this speeok is preMrred fo^ Anhis Gkllias ; bat there Catot 
says he had been qiraestor only two yearsi Btennium eiUmfui in provinciA.'^ 
AuJ, OelL I. xii. g. 15w 

f This phuse mo iteitf oyw l by lioduB Opnoini the preetor, in the year of 
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citation. So tender were our ancestors in any matter where 
the life of a citizen was concerned." 

Having prepared the people by such speeches as this, (for 
his voice was strong enough to be heard by so great a multi- 
tude,) he proposed two laws. One was, — *^ That if the people 
deposed any magistrate, he should from that time be incapaole 
of bearing any public office." The other, — ^^*That if any ma- 
gistrate should banish a citizen without a legal trial, the peo- 
ple should be authorized to take cognizance of that offence." 
The first of these laws plainly referred to Marcus Octavius, 
whom Tiberius had deprived of the tribuneship ; and the se- 
cond to Popilius, who, in his praetorship, had banished the 
friends of Tiberius. In consequence of the latter, Popilius, 
afraid to stand a trial, fled out of Italy. The other bill Caius 
dropped, to oblige, as he said, his mother Cornelia, who in- 
terposed in behalf of Octavius. The people were perfectly sa- 
tisfied; for they honoureji Cornelia, not only on account of 
her children, but of her father. Tliey afterwards erected a 
statue to her, with this inscription : — 

Cornelia, the Mother of the Gracchi. 

There are several extraordinary expressions of Caius Grac- 
chus handed down to us concerning nis mother. To one of 
her enemies he said, — ^^ Darest thou pretend to reflect on Cor- 
nelia, the mother of Tiberius?" And as that person had spent 
his youth in an infamous manner, he said, — ^^^ W ith what front 
canst thou put thyself upon a footing with Cornelia? Hast thou 
brought children as she has done? Yet all Rome knows that 
she has lived longer than thou hast without any commerce with 
men." Such was the keenness of his language; and many ex- 
pressions equally severe might be collectea out of his writings. 

Among the laws which he procured to increase the authority 
of the people, and lessen that of the senate, one related to colo- 
nizing and dividing the public la;ids among the poor. Ano- 
ther was in favour of the army, who were now to be clothed 
at the public charge, without diminution of their pay, and none 
were to serve till they were full seventeen years old. A third 
was for the benefit of the Italian allies, who were to have the 
same right of voting at elections as the citizens of Rome. By 
a fourth the markets were regulated, and the poor enabled ta 
buy bread-corn at a cheaper rate. A fifth related to the courts 
of judicature, and, indeed, contributed more than any thing 
to retrench the power of the senate: for, before this, senators 
only, were judges in all causes, and on that account their body 
was formidable both to the equestrian order and the people. 
But now he added three hundred knights to \!!^^\3tvT^^\v\\w^^^^ 
senators^ and decreed that a judicial auti^oxit^ ^o\s^\^^ ^^^^1^;:*$ 
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invested in the six hundred.* In offering this bill, he exerted 
himself greatly in all respects, but there was one thing yery 
remarkable; whereas the orators before him, in all addresses 
to the people, stood with their faces towards the senate-house 
and the comiHum, he then, for the first time, turned the other 
way, that is to say, towards the /orunif and continued to speak 
in that position ever after. Thus, by a small alteration in the 
posture of his body, he indicated something very great, and, 
as it were, turned the government from an aristocracy into a 
democratic form : for, by this action, he intimated that all 
orators ought to address uiemselves to the people, and not to 
the senate. 

As the people not only ratified this law, but empowered him 
to select the three hundred out of the equestrian order, for 
judges, he found himself in a manner possessed of sovereign 
power. Even the senate, in their deliberations, were willing 
to listen to his advice ; and he never gave them any that was 
not suitable to their dignity. That wise and moderate decree, 
for instance, was of his suggesting, concerning the corn which 
Fabius, when propraetor in Spain, sent from that country. 
Caius persuaded the senate to sell the corn, and send the mo- 
ney to the Spanish states; and at the same time to censure 
Fabius for rendering the Roman government odious and in- 
supportable to the people of that country. This gained him 
great respect and favour in the provinces. 

He procured other decrees for sending out colonies, for 
making roads, and for building public granaries. In all these 
matters he was appointed supreme director, and yet was far 
from thinking so much business a fati§;ue. On the contrary, he 
applied to the whole with as much activity, and despatched it 
with as much ease, as if there had been only one thing for him 
to attend to: insomuch that they who both hated and feared 
the man, were struck with his amazing industry, and the ce- 
lerity of his operations. The people were charmed to see him 
followed by such numbers of architects, artificers, ambassa- 
dors, magistrates, military men, and men of letters. These 
were all Itindly received: yet, amidst his civilities, he pre- 
served a dignity, addressing each according to his capacity and 
station : by which he showed how unjust the censures of those 
people were, who represented him as a violent and overbear- 
ing man : for he had even a more popular manner in conver- 
sation, and in business, than in his addresses from the rostrum. 

* The authorities of all antiquity are against Plutarch iir this article. Caius 

did not associate the knights and the senators in the judicial power; but 

vested (hat power in the knights only, and they enjoyed it till the consulshif^ 

of Servilius Csepio, for the space of sixteen or seventeen years. Velleiusi, 

jiscotuds, AppiskD, Liryf and Cicero bimieU^ sufficiently ^^rove thi» 
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The work that he took most pains with, was that of the 
public roads; in which he paid a reeard to beauty as well a» 
use. They were drawn in a straight line through the country, 
and either paved with hewn stone, or made of a binding sand, 
brought thither for that purpose. When h^ met with oells or 
other deep holes made by land-floods, he either filled them up 
with rubbish, or laid bridges over them; so that being levelled, 
and brought to a perfect parallel on both sides, they afforded a 
regular and elegant prospect through the whole. Besides, he 
divided all the roads into miles, of near eight furlongs each, 
and set up pillars of stone to mark the divisions. He nkewiso 
erected other stones at proper distances, on each side of the 
way, to assist travellers, who rode without servants, to mount 
their horses. 

The people extolled his performances, and there was no in 
stance of their affection that he might not have expected. In 
one of his speeches he told them, — ^^ There was one thing m 
particular, which he should esteem as a greater favour than all 
the rest, if they indulged him in it, and if thev denied it, he 
would not complain.'^ By this it was imagined that he meant 
the consulship; and the commons expected that he would de 
sire to be consul and tribune at the same time. When the day 
of election of consuls came, and all were waiting with anxiety 
to see what declaration he would make, he conducted Caius 
Fannius into the Campus Martins j and joined with his friends 
in the canvass. This greatly inclined the scale on Fannius' 
side, and he was immediately created consul. Caius, too, with- 
out the least application, or even declaring himself a candidate, 
merely through the zeal and affection of the people, was ap« 
pointed tribune the second time. 

Finding, however, that the senate avowed their aversion to 
him, and diat the regards of Fannius grew cold, he thought of 
new laws which mi^t secure the people in his interest Such 
were those for sending colonies to Tarentum and Capua, and 
for granting the Latins all the rights and privileges of citizens 
of Rome. The senate, now apprehending that his power would 
soon become entirelv uncontrollable, took a new and unheard- 
of method to draw the people from him, by gratifying them in 
every thing, however contrary to the true interests of the state. 

Among the colleagues of Caius Gracchus, there was one 
named Livius Drusus; a man who in birth and education was 
not behind any of the Romans, and who in point of eloquence 
and wealth might vie with the greatest and most powerful men 
of his time. To him the nobility applied; exhorting him to 
set himself up araiinst Caius, and join them in opposing him ; 
not in the way of fqree, or in any thing thai ti\\^\. o^Sfew^*^^ 
commons, but in directing all his meaauTeA ts> 'A^^afc^^a««^'i^'^^ 

VoL.IV.^^—H ^ 
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granting them things which it would have heen an honour tu 
refuse at the hazard of their utmost resentment 

Drusus agreed to list in the service of the senate, and to 
apply all the power of his office to their views. He, therefore, 
proposed laws, which had nothing in them either honourable 
or advantageous to the community. His sole view was to 
outdo Caius in flattering and pleasing the multitude, and for 
this purpose he contenoed witn him, like a comedian upon a 
stage. Thus the senate plainly discovered, tiiat it was not so 
much the measures of Caius, as the man Uiey were offisnded 
with, and that tliey were resolved to take every method to 
humble or destroy him: for when he procured a decree for 
sending out two colonies only, which were to consist of some 
of the most deserving citizens, thev accused him of ingratiat- 
ing himself by undue methods with the plebeians. But when 
Drusus sent out twelve, and selected three hundred of the 
meanest of the people for each, they patronized the whole 
scheme. When Caius divided the public lands among the poor 
citizens, on condition that they should pay a small rent into 
the treasury, they inveighed against him as a flatterer of the 

J>opulace; out Drusus had their praise for discharging the 
ands even of that acknowledgment Caius procured the La- 
tins the privilege of voting as citizens of Rome, and the patri- 
cians were offended : Drusus, on the contrary, was supported 
by them in a law for exempting the Latin soldiers from being 
flogged, though upon service, for any misdemeanour. Mean 
time Drusus asserted, in all his speeches, that the senate, in 
their great regard for the commons, put him upon proposing 
such advantageous decrees. This was the only good thing in 
his manoeuvres ; for by these arts the people became better af- 
fected to the senate. Before, they had suspected and hated the 
leaders of that body; but Drusus appeased their resentment, 
and removed their aversion, by assuring them, that the patri- 
cians were the first movers of all these popular laws. 

What contributed most to satisfy the people as to the since- 
rity of his regard, -and the purity of his intentions, was, that 
Drusus, in allhis edicts, appeared not to have the least view 
to his own interest: for he employed others as commissioners 
for planting the new colonies: and if there was an affair of 
money, he would have no concern with it himself; whereas 
Caius chose to preside in the greatest and most important 
matters of that kind. Rubrius, one of his colleagues, naving 
procured an order for rebuilding and colonizing Carthage, 
which had been destroyed by Scipio, it fell to the lot of Caius 
to e^cecute that commission, and in pursuance thereof he sail- 
ed to Africa. • Drusus took advantage of his absence to gain 
more ground upon him, and toestaMish himself m the favour 
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of the people. To lay an information against Fulvius he 
thought would be very conducive to this end. 

Fiuvius was a particular friend of Caius, and his assistant in 
the distribution of the lands: at the same time he was a fac- 
tious man, and known to be upon ill terms with the senate. 
Others^ beside the patricians, suspected him of raising commo- 
tions among the allies, and of privately exciting the Italians to 
a revolt Th^se thin^, indeed, were said without evidence or 
proof; but Fulvius himself gave strength to the report by his 
unpeaceable and unsalutary conduct Caius, as his acquaint- 
ance, came in for his share of the dislike, and this was one of 
the principal things that brought on his ruin. 

Besides, when Scipio Africanus died without any previous 
sickness, and (as we nave observed in his Life) there appeared 
marks of violence upon his body, most people laid it to the 
charge of Fulvius, who was his avowed enemy, and had that 
very day abused him from the rostrum. Nor was Caius him- 
sell unsuspected. Yet so execrable a crime as this^ committed 
against the first and greatest man in Rome, escaped with im- 
punity; nay, it was not even inquired into. For the people 
prevented any cognizance of it from being taken, out of fear 
for Caius, lest, upon a strict inquisition, he should be found 
accessory to the murder. But this happened some time before. 

While Caius was employed in Africa in the re-establishment 
of Carthage, the name of which he changed to Junonia^ he 
was interrupted by several inauspicious omens. The staff of 
the first standard was broken between the violent efforts of the 
wind to tear it away, and those of the ensign to hold it Ano- 
ther storm of wind blew the sacrifices m)m the altars, and 
bore them beyond the bounds marked out for the city; and the 
wolves came and seized the .marks themselves, and carried 
them to a great distance. Caius, however, brought every thing 
under good regulations in the space of seventy days, and then 
returned to Rome, where he understood that Fulvius was hard 
pressed by Drusus, and afiairs demanded his presence. For 
Lucius Opimius,t who was of the patrician party, and very 
powerful m the senate, had lately been unsuccessml in his ap- 
plication for the consulship, through the opposition of Caius, 
and his support of Fstnnius; but now his interest was greatly 

^ Quam Juno fertua terris magis omnibus unam 
Posthabitd, coluisse Samo. PtrgU. 

tin the printed text it is Hostilius^ but it should be Opimius; for he was 
consul the year followio^ with Q. Fabius Maximus, whicn was theyear of 
Rome 631. Plutarch himself calls him O^imtu^. a. little after. J^ottUiWy 
therefore, must be a false reading ; and, indeed, one^ the manuscripts ^vea 
Hi OpMiu here. 



strengthened, and it was thoueht he would be chosen the fol- 
lowing jrear. It was expected, too, that the consulship would 
enable him to ruin Gains, whose interest was already upon the 
decline. Indeed, by this time the people were cloyed with 
indulgence: because there were many beside Gains, who flat- 
tered them in all the measures of acuninistration, and the se- 
nate saw them do it with pleasure. 

At his return, he removed his lodgings from the Palatine 
Mount to the neighbourhood of theybrt^m; in which he had 
a'yiew to popularity; for many of the meanest and most in- 
dijgent of tne commonalty dwelt there. After this, he propos- 
edthe rest of his laws, in order to their being ratified by the 
su&ages of the people. As tiie populace came to him from 
all quarters, the senate persuaded the consul Fannius to com- 
mand all persons to depart the city who were not Romans by 
birth. Upon this strange and unusual proclamation, that none 
of the allies or friends of the republic ^ould remain in Rome, 
or, though citizens, be permitted to vote. Gains, in his turn, 
publishea articles of im(!(eachment against the consul, and at the 
same time declared, he would protect the allies, if liiey would 
stay. He did not, however, perform his promise. On the 
contrary, he suffered the consur s lictors to take away a person 
before his eyes, who was connected with him by the ties of 
hospitality, without giving him the least assistance : whether 
it was that he feared to show how much his strength was di- 
minished^ or whether (as he alleged) he did not choose to give 
his enemies occasion to have recourse to the sword, who only 
sought a pretence for it 

He happened, moreover, to be at variance with his col- 
leagues. The reason was this : — ^There was a show of gladia- 
tors to be exhibited to the people in the forum, and most of 
the magistrates had caused scaffolds to be erected around the 
place, m order to let them out for hire. Gains insisted that 
they should be taken down, that the poor might see the exhi- 
bition without paying for it As none of the proprietors re- 
garded his orders, he waited till the night preceding the show, 
and then went with his own workmen, and demolished the 
scaffolds. Next day the populace saw the place quite clear of 
thfem, and, of course, they admired him as a man of superior 
spirit But his colleagues were gi^eatly offended at his violent 
temper and measures. This seems to have been the cause of 
his miscarriage in his application for a third tribuneship; for, it 
seems he had a majority of voices, but his colleagues are said to 
have procured a fraudulent and ihijust return. Be that as it may, 
(for it was a matter of some doubt,) it is certain that he did 
not bear his disappointment witii patience ; but when he saw 
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his adversaries laugh, he told them, with too much insolence,-^ 
^ Their laugh was oi the Sardonic* kind, for the^ did not per- 
ceive how much their actions were eclipsed by ms." 

After Opimius was elected consul, ne prepared to repeal 
many of uaius' laws, and to annul his establishment at Uar- 
thage, on purpose to provoke him to some act of violence, and 
to gain an opportunitv to destroy him. He bore this treat-^ 
ment for some time; out afterwards, at the instigation of his 
friends, and of Fulvius in particular, he began to raise an op- 
position once more against the consul. Some say, his mother, 
on this occasion, entered into the intrigues of the party, and 
having privately taken some strangers into pay, sent them into 
Rome in the disguise of reapers; and they assert that thesti 
things are enigmatically hinted at in her letters to her son. 
But others say Cornelia was much displeased at these measures. 

When the day came on which Opimius was to get those 
laws repesded, both parties early in the morning posted them- 
selves m the Capitol ; and after the consuLhad sacrificed, Quin- 
tus Antyllius, one of his lictorsj who was carrying out the en- 
trails of the victims, said to Fulvius and his friends, — ^^ Stand 
oflF, ye factious citizens, and make way for honest men." Some 
add, that, along with this scurrilous language, he stretched his 
naked arm towards them in a form that expressed the utmost 
contempt They immediately killed Antyllius with long 
styles, said to have been made for such a purpose. 

The people were much chagrined at this act of violence. As 
for the two chiefs, they made very diflFerent reflections upon 
the event. Caius was concerned at it, and reproached his par- 
tisans with having given their enemies the nandle they long 
had wanted. Opimius rejoiced at the opportunity, and excited 
the people to revenge. J3ut for the present they were parted 
by a heavy rain. 

At an early hour next day, the consul assembled the senate, 
and while he was addressing them within, others exposed the 
corpse of Antyllius naked on a bier without, and, as it had 
been previously concerted, carried it through ihe forum to the 
senate-house, making loud acclamations alT the way. Opimius 
knew the whole farce, but pretended to be muQh surprised. 
The senate went out, and planting themselves about the corpse, 

* It was not easy to see the propriety of this expression as it is used here. 
The Sardonic lauffh was an involuntary distention of the muscles of the 
mouth, occasioned Dy a poisonous plant; and persons that died of this poison 
had a smile on their countenances. Hence it came to signify forced or affected 
laughter; but why the laughter of Gracchus* opponent should be called 
Ibr^d or Sardonic, because they did not perceive his superiority, it doesnot 
i^pear. It might more properly have been called affectei^^ ^&qs(?3 ^k^ ^T^ 
ceive it. Indeed, if every species of unreaaoni^le ^\)4gD^%,TfiS7S>^ c^v&s^ 
Sardooic, it will do «tiZ/. 

P 
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expressed their gi'ief and indimation, as if some dreadful mis- 
fortune had befaflen theih. This scene, however, excited only 
hatred and detestation in the breasts of the people, who could 
not but remember that the nobility had killed Tiberius Grac- 
chus in the Capitol, though a tribune, and thrown his body into 
the river; ana yet now, when Antyllius, a vile serjeant, who 
possibly did not deserve quite so severe a punishment, but by 
nis impertinence had brought it upon himself, — ^when such a 
hireling lay exposed in the forum^ the senate of Rome stood 
weeping about nim, and then attended the wretch to his fune- 
ral, with no other view than to procure the death of the only 
remaining protector of the people. 

On their return to the houge, they charged Opimius the con- 
sul, by a formal decree, to tate every possible method for the 
preservation of the commonwealth, and the destruction of the 
tyrants. He therefore ordered the patricians to arms, and each 
of the knights to attend with two servants well armed the next 
morning. Fulvius, on the other hand, prepared himself, and 
drew together a crowd of people. 

Caius, as he returned from the foruniy stood a long time 
looking upon his father's statue, and, after having given vent 
to his sorrow in some sighs and tears, retired without uttering 
a word. Many of the plebeians, who saw this, were moved 
with compassion ; arid declaring they should be the most das- 
tardly of neings, if they abandoned such a man to his enemies, 
.repaired to his house to guard him, and passed the night before 
his door. This they did in a very different manner from the 
people who attended Fulvius on the same occasion. These 
passed their time in noise and riot, in carousing and empty 
threats; Fulvius himself being the first man that was intoxi- 
cated, and giving into many expressions and actions unsuita- 
ble to his years. But those, about Caius were silent, as in a 
time of public calamity ; and, with a thoughtful regard to what 
was yet to come, they kept watch and took rest by turns. 

Fulvius slept so sound after his wine, that it was with diffi 
culty they awoke him at break of day. Then he and his com- 
pany armed themselves with the Gallic spoils which he had 
brought off in his consulship, upon his conquering that people; 
and tnus accoutred, they sallied out, with loua menaces, to 
seize the Aventine hill. As for Caius, he would not arm, but 
went out in his gown, as if he had been going upon business 
vdio ih^ forum; only he had a snaall dagger under it 

At the gate, his wife threw herself at his feet, and taking 

hold of him with one hand, and of her son with the other, she 

thus expressed herself: — ^^ You do not now leave me, my dear 

Caius, as formerly, to go to the rostra in ca^iacity of tribune 

or lawgiver } nor qo I send you out to a glorious war^ where* 
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if the common lot fell to your share, my distress might at least 
have the consolation of honour, i ou expose yourself to the 
murderers of Tiberius, unarmed indeed, as a man should go, 
who had rather suffer than commit any violence; but it is 
throwing away your life without any advantage to the com- 
munity. Faction reigns ; outrage and the sword are the only 
measures of justice. Had your brother fallen before Numan- 
tia, the truce would have restored us his body; but now, per- 
haps, I shall have to go a suppliant to some river or the sea, 
to DC shown where your remains may be found: for what con- 
fidence can we have either in the laws, or in the gods, after the 
assassination of Tiberius ?^' 

When Licinia had poured out these lamentations, Caius dis- 
engaged himself as quietly as he could from her arms, and 
wsuked on with his friends in deep silence. She catched at 
his gown, but in the attempt fell to the ground, and lay a long 
time speechless. At last her servants, seeing her in that con- 
dition, took her up, and carried her to her brother Crassus. 

Fulvius, when all the party was assembled, listened to the 
advice of Caius, and sent his younger son into the forum^ 
equipped like a herald.* He was a youth of most engaging 
appearance, and he approached with great modesty and tears 
in nis eyes, to propose terms of accommodation to the consul 
and the senate. Many were disposed to hearken to the pro- 
posal ; but Opimius said, — ^** The criminals ought not to treat 
oy heralds, but come in person to make their submission to 
the senate, and surrender themselves to justice, before they 
interceded for mercy." At the same time, he bade the young 
man return with an account that these conditions were com* 
plied with, or not return at all. 

Caius was of opinion that they should go and endeavour to 
reconcile themselves to the senate. But as none of the rest 
acceded to that opinion, Fulvius sent his son again with propo- 
sitions much the same. Opimius, who was in haste to begin 
hostilities, immediately took the young man into custody, and 
marched against Fulvius with a numerous body of infantry, 
and a company of Cretan archers. The latter galled their ad- 
versaries much, and put them in such confusion that they took 
to flight Fulvius hid himself in an old neglected bath, where 
he was soon found and put to the sword, together with his 
eldest son. Caius was not seen to lift his hand in the fray. 
On the contrary, he expressed the greatest uneasiness at their 
coming to sucn extremities, and retired into the temple of 
Diana. There he would have despatched himself, but was 
hindered by Pomponius and Licinius, the most falth£\ilQlVA& 

*hfteraJly, iriA a caduceua,(^/ieraId'fVNXJndia Hit luMid^ 
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friends, who took away his poniard, and persuaded him to trjF 
the alterniftive of flij^t On this occasion he is said to hava 
kneeled down, and with ijplifted hands to have prayed to the 
deity of that temple, — ^ That the people of Rome, for their 
ingratitude and base desertion of nim, might be slaves for 
ever/' Indeed, most of them, on promise of impunity by 
proclamation, openly went over to the other party. 

The enemy pursued Caius with great eagerness, and came 
up with him at the wooden bridge* His two friends, bidding 
him go forward, planted themselves before it, and suJBTered^ 
man lo pass till they were overpowered and slain. One of his 
servants, named Pnilocrates, accompanied Caius in his flight 
All encouraged him to make the best of his way as they do a 
runner in the lists, but not one assisted him, or offered him a 
horse, though he desired it, for they saw the enemy now al- 
most upon him.* He got, however, a little before them into a 
grove sacred to the FunesJt and there closed the scene; Phi- 
fecrates first despatched him, and afterwards himselC Some^ 
indeed, sav, that they both came alive into the enemy's hands; 
and that tne slave dung so close to his master, that uiey could 
not come to the one, tiU they had cut the other in pieces. We 
are told also, that after auperson, whose name is not mentioned, 
had cut off the head of Caius, and was bearing away his prize, 
Septimuleius, 6ae of Opimius':|: friends, took it from him: for, 
at the beginning of the action, the weight in gold had been 
offered by proclamation either for his h^d, or for that of Ful- 
vius. Septimuleius carried it to Opimius upon the point of a 
pike; ana when put in the scales, it was found to weigh seven- 
teen pounds eight ounces: For Septimuleius had added fraud 
to his other yillanies ; he had taken out the brain, and filled 
the cavity with molten lead. Those who brought in the head 
of Fulvius, being persons of no note, had no reward at alL 

The bodies of Caius and Fulvius, and the rest of the slain, 
who were no fewer than three thousand, were thrown into the 
river. Their goods were confiscated and sold, and their wives 
forbidden to go into mourning. Licinia was, moreover, de- 
prived of her dowry. The most savage cruelty was exercised 
upon the younger son of Fulvius, who had never borne arms 
against them, nor appeared among the combatants, but was 

* Aurelius Victor mentions two of Cains* friends who stopped the puimit oi 
tbe enemy ; Pomponius at tbe Porta Trigemma^ and Laetorius at the Pont 
StibHeku, 

t This grore was called Lucw FurkuB^ and was near the Potu SMiciuf. 
Theaoddess had ahigfa priest called i^toiefi FurinaHif and annual sacrifices, 
— FSrro de lAntr* 1* ▼• 
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itnprisoned when he came with proposals of peace, and put 
to death after the battle. But neither this, nor any other in- 
stance of despotism, so sensibly touched the people, as Opi- 
mius' building a temple to Concord: for by that ne appeared 
to claim honour for what he had done, and in some sort to 
triumph in the destruction of so many citizens. Somebody, 
therefore, in the night, wrote this line under the inscription on 
the temple : — 

Madness and discord rear the hne of Concord. 

Opimius was the first consul who usurped the power of a 
dictator, and condemned three thousand citizens without any 
form of justice, beside Caius Gracchus and Fulvius Flaccus ; 
though one of them nad been honoured with the consulship 
and a triumph, and the other, both in virtue and reputation, 
was superior to all the men of his time. 

Opimius was vile enough to suffer himself to be corrupted 
with money. Going afterwards ambassador to Jugurtha the 
Numidian, he took a bribe : and being called to account for it 
at his return, in a judicial way, he had the niortification to 
grow old with that infamy upon him. At the same time, he 
was hated and execrated by the commons, who through his 
means had been reduced to an abject condition. In a litde 
time those commons showed how deeply they regretted the 
Gracchi. They erected their statues in one of the most public 
parts of the city ; they consecrated the places where thev were 
killed, and ofiered to them all first fruits according to tne sea- 
son of the jrear. Nay, manv offered dail v sacrifices, and paid 
their devotions there, as in the temples ot the ^ds. 

Cornelia is reported to have borne all these misfortunes with 
a noble magnanimity, and to have said of the consecrated 
places in particular^ where her sons lost their lives, — ** That 
they were monuments worthy of them." She took up her re- 
sidence at Misenum, and made no alteration in her manner of 
living. As she had many friends, her table was always open 
for the purposes of hospitality. Greeks and other men of let- 
ters she had always with her; and all the kings in alliance 
with Rome expressed their re^B;ard, by sending tier presentiL 
and receiving the like civilities in return. She made herself 
ver^ agreeable to her guests by acquaintinjg them with many 
particulars of her father Africanus, and oi his manner of liv« 
ing. But what they most admired in her was, that she could 
speak of her sons without a sigh or a tear, and recount their 
actions and sufferings, as if she nad been giving a narrative of 
some ancient heroes. Some, therefore, imagined.^ th»l«^%xA 
the greatness of her misfortunes had deptVve.^ Yi^t oi tiet \s«v- 
derstandin/r and sensibility. But thoie Yi^o ^er« o'l ^"^ ^^^'^ 
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nion^seem rather to have wanted understanding themselrea: 
since they knew not how much a noble mind may. by a liberal 
education, be enabled to support itself against aistress; and 
that though, in the pursuit of rectitude^ fortune may often de- 
feat the purposes otVirtue, yet Virtue in bearing affliction can 
never lose her prerogative.* 



AOIS AND CLEOMENES 

(XMtPARED WITH 

TIBERroS AND CAroS GRACCHUS. 

Thus we have given the history of these great men seve- 
rally, uid it remains that we take a view of them in compa- 
rison with each other. Those who hated the Gracchi, and 
endeavoured the most to disparage them, never durst deny, 
that of all the Romans of their time, nature had disposed them 
most happily to virtue, or that this disposition was cultivated 
by the most excellent education. But nature appears to have 
done still more for Agis and Cleomenes; for though they not 
onlv wanted the advantages of education, but were trained to 
such manners and customs as had corrupted many before them, 
yet thev became examples of temperance and sobriety. 

Besides, the Gracchi lived at a time when Rome was in her 
greatest glory ; a time that was distinguished by a virtuous 
emulation ; and, of course, they must have had a natural aver- 
sion to give up the inheritance of virtue which they had re- 
ceived rrom their ancestors: whereas Agis and Cleomenes had 
parents of very different principles, and found their oountrv in 
a very diseased and unhappy state; and yet these things did not 
in the least abate their araour in the pursuits of honour. 

We have a strong proof of the disinterested views of the 
Gracchi, and their aversion to avarice, in their keeping them- 
selves clear of all iniquitous practices in the whole course of 
thdur administration. But Agis might even have resented it^ 

* Kai *0Ti TDt aftmt 'n tox^ (pu\aTTO|i£voii luv ra «aXa vokkaxit KfiEriVi fv 6c 

rv rroKroi to ^£ft^v evXoyivtu HirayaiwiTai. The learned Du Soul herepro- 

poiet to read ^ar^o^uvr^t^ inst^ of ^aftofu wn, and «aM for wXtu There 
are, indeed, flome manuscript authonties for tboae readings, and the passage 
18 capable of a good sense ifwe accept them, viz. — And Biai though Virine^ 
tit ttrwing to avoid affliction^ may he qften overborne by Fortune, &c. But 
ire think the contrast sufficiently preserFed without altering the printed text. 
The learned annotator win have^unaneftai here to sijniify vitof — and ttuit to 
certainly often the sigpifioation. But sometimes it signifies odseroo, ai ap- 
pemn from the foUowwg puuagf^ in Heiiod; — V:^x% ^' ui Aiolhy vf^pAwnuMs 
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If any one had commended him for not touching the property 
of otnersy since he distributed his whole substance among the 
citizens of Sparta, which, beside other considerable articles, 
consisted of six hundred talents in money. What a crime, 
then, must unjust gain have appeared to him, who thoujght it 
nothing less than avarice to possess more than others, though 
by the fairest title ? 

If we consider them with respect to the hardiness of their 
enterprises, and the new reflations they wanted to establish, 
we shall find the two Grecians jgreatly superior. One of the 
two Romans applied himself principally to making roads and 
'^olonizing towns. The boldest attempt of Tiberius was the 
distribution of the public lands ; and Caius did nothing more 
extraordinary than the joining an equal number of the eques- 
trian order in commission with the three hundred patncian 
judges. 

The alterations which Agis and Cleomenes brought into the 
system of their commonwealth, were of a diJOferent nature. 
They saw that a small and partial amendment was no better, 
as Plato expresses it, than tne cutting off one of the Hydra's 
head»;* and, therefore, they introduced a change that mieht 
remove all the distempers of the constitution at once. Per- 
haps we may express ourselves with more propriety, if we say, 
that, by removing the changes that had caused all their mis- 
fortunes, they brought Spam back to its first principles. 

Possibly it may not be amiss to add, that the measures the 
Gracchi adopted, were offensive to the greatest men in Rome ;t 
whereas, all that Agis meditated, and Cleomenes brought to 
bear, had the best and most respectable authorities to support 
it; 1 mean the sanction either of Lycur^s or Apollo. 

What is still more considerable, oy the political measures 
of the Gracchi, Rome made not the least acquisition ofpower 
or territory, whereas, through those of Cleomenes, Greece 
saw the Spartans in a little time become niasters of Pelopon- 
nesus, and contending for superiority with the most powerful 
princes of that age; and this without any other view than to 
deliver Grreece from the incursions of the Illyrians and Gauls, 
and put her once more under the protection of the race 01 
Hercules. 

The different manner of the deaths of these g^t men ap- 
pears also to me to point out a difierence in tfaeir characters. 

* In tbe fourth book of the Commomrealth. 

f Platarch leems to censure the Agrarian law as an irrational one, and as 
fne invention of the Gracchi. But, in fact, there was an Agrarian law veomm^ 
the institutions of Lycuigus ; and the Gracchi womiemA. ^^TtXvccicDRfvssc^^ 
SQch a law among the Boinans. Spurins CasaAna cfieTodi ^\:f^ ^ ^^ ««&& 
Jood jiAcirv rwo Jbuiicimd yean befm, wl^h ^rare^ 
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The Gracchi fought with their fellow-citizenSy and being de- 
feated, perished in their flight Agis, on the other handy fell 
almost a voluntary sacrifice^ rather than that any Spartan 
should lose his life on his account Cleomenes, when insulted 
and oppressed, had recourse to vengeance; and, as circum- 
stances did not favour him, had courage enough to give him- 
self the fatal blow. 

If we view them in anotlier lieht, Agis never distinguished 
himself as a general ; for he was Killed nefore he had any op- 
portunity of that kind : and with the many great and glorious 
victories of Cleomenes, we may compare the memorable ex- 
ploit of Tiberius in being the first to scale the walls of Car- 
thage, and his saving twenty thousand Romans, who had no 
other hope of life, by the peace which he happily concluded 
with the Numantians. As for Caius, there were many in- 
stances of his military talents, both in the Numantian war and 
in Sardinia. So that the two brothers would probably one 
day have been ranked with Uie greatest generals among the 
Romans, had they not come to an untime^ death. 

As to their political abilities, Agis seems to have wanted 
firmness and aespatch. He suffered himself to be imposed 
upon by Aeesilaus, and performed not his promise to the citi- 
zens of making a distribution of lands. He was, indeed, ex- 
tremely young; and, on that account, had a timidity which 
prevented the completion of those schemes that had so much 
raised the expectation of the public Cleomenes, on the con- 
trary, took too bold and too violent a method to efiectuate the 
changes he had resolved on in the police of Sparta. It was an 
act o? injustice to put the ephori to death, whom he might 
either have brought over to nis party by force, because he was 
superior in arms, or else have banished, as he did many others: 
for to have recourse to the knife, except in case of extreme 
necessity, indicates^ neither the good physician, nor the able 
statesman, but unskilfulness in both, besides, in politicS| that 
ignorance is always attended with injustice and cruelty. But 
neither of the Gracchi began the civil war, or dipped his hands 
in the blood of his countrymen. Caius, we are told, even when 
attacked, did not repel force with force; and though none be- 
haved with greater courage and vigour than he in other wars, 
none was so slow to lift up his hand against a fellow-citijcen. 
He went out unarmed to a scene of fury and sedition : when 
the fight began, he retired; and, througn the whole, appeared 
more solicitous to avoid the doingof harm, than the receiving 
it The flight, therefore, of the Gracchi must not be consi- 
dered as an act of cowardice, but patriotic discretion : for thev 
were under a necessity either of taking the method they didy 
or afSghtiDg ia their own defence, if they stoid. 
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The strongest charse against Tiberius is, that, he deposed 
his coUei^e, and sued for a second tribuneship» Caius was 
blamed for the death of Antyllius, but i^ainst aU reason and 
justice; for the fact was committed without his approbation, 
and he looked upon it as a most unhappy circumstance. On 
the other hand, Uleomenes, not to mention any more his de- 
stroying tfie qphorij took an unconstitutional step in enfran- 
chismg all the slaves ; and, in reality, he reisned alone, though, 
to save appearances, he took in his brother £uclidas as partner 
in the throne, who was not of the other family that claimed a 
right to nve one of the kings to Sparta. Archidamus, who 
was of that family, and had as much right to the throne, he 
persuaded to return from Messene. In consequence of this 
ne was assassinated ; and, as Cleomenes made no inquiry into 
the murder, it is probable that he was justly censured as the 
cause of it Whereas, Lycurgus, whom he pretended to take 
as his pattern, freely surrendered to his nephew Charilaus the 
kingdom committea to his charge: and that he might not be 
blamed in case of his untimely death, he went abroad, and 
wandered a long time in foreign countries; nor did he return 
till Charilaus had a son to succeed him in the throne. It is 
true, Ghreece had not produced any other man who can be com- 
pared to Lycurgus. 

We hare shown that Cleomenes, in the course of his govern- 
ment, brou^t in greater innovations, and committ^ more 
violent acts of injustice. And those that are inclined to cen- 
sure the persons of whom we are writing, represent Cleomenes 
as, from the first, of a tyrannical disposition, and a lover of 
war. The Gracchi they accuse of immoderate ambition, ma- 
lignity itself not being able to find any other flaw in them. At 
the same time they acknowledge, that those tribunes might 
possibly be carried beyond the mctates of tiieir native disposi- 
tion by anger, and the heat of contention, which, like so many 
hurricanes, drove them at last upon some extremes in their 
administration. What could be more just or meritorious than 
their first design, to which they woula have adhered, had not 
the rich and great, by the violent methods they took to abro- 
gate their law, involved them both in those fatal auarrels; the 
one to defend himself, and the other to reven^ his brother, 
who was taken off without any form of law or justice? 

From these observations, you may easily perceive the dif- 
ference between them; and if you required me to charac- 
terize each of them singly, I should say that the palm of virtue 
belongs to Tiberius; young Agis had tfie fewest faults; and 
Caius, in point of coun^ and spirit of ^nter^risi^^^^s^ V^^^ 
inferior to Cleomenes. 
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LIFE OF DEMOSTHENES. 



Whoever it was, my Sossius, that wrote the encomium upon 
Alcibiades, for his victory in the chariot-race at the Oijmpic 
games; whether Euripides, (which is the common opinion,) 
or some other, he asserts, that " The first requisite to happi- 
ness, is that a man be born in a famous city.'' But as to real 
happiness, which consists principally in uie disposition and 
haoit of the mind, for mv part, I think it would make no dif- 
ference though a man should be born in an inconsiderable 
town, or of a mother who had no advantages either of size or 
beauty: for it is ridiculous to suppose that Julis, a small town 
in the isle of Ceos, which is itself not great, and ^gina, which 
an Athenian " wanted to have taken away, as an eye-sore to 
the Piraeus," should give birth to good poets and players,* and 
not be able to produce a man who might attain the virtues of 
justice, of contentment, and of magnanimity. Indeed, those 
arts, which are to gain the master of them considerable profit 
or honour, may probably not flourish in mean and insignificant 
towns. But virtue, like a strong and hardy plant, will take 
root in any place, where it can find an ingenuous nature, and 
a mind that nas no aversion to labour and discipline. There- 
fore, if our sentiments or conduct fall short of the point they 
ought to reach, we must not impute it to the obscurity of the 
place where we were born, but to our little selves. 

These reflections, however, extend not to an author, who 
would write a history of events which happened in a foreign 
country, and cannot be come at in his own. As he has his 
materials to collect from a varietv of books dispersed in dif- 
ferent libraries, his first care should'be to take up his residence 
in some populous town which has an ambition for literature. 
There he will meet with many curious and valuable books; 
and the particulars that are wanting in writers, he may, upon 
inquiry, be supplied with by those who have laid them up in 
the faithful repository of * memory. This will prevent his work 
from bein^ defective in any material point As to myself, I 
live in a little town, and I choose to live there, lest it should 
become still less. When I was in Rome, and other parts of 

* The poet Simomdes W98 of Ceos, and Polva the ^jclox w^ of iEIgina. 
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Italy, I had not leisure to study the Latin toneue, on account 
of the public commissions with which I was charged^ and the 
number of people that came to be instructed by me in philo- 
sophy. It was not, therefore, till a late period in life, that I 
began to read the Roman authors. The process may seem 
strange ; and yet it is very true. I did not so much gain the 
: knowledge of things by the words, as words by the knowledge 
: I had of things. 1 shall only add, that, to attain such a skill 
In the language, as to be master of the beauty and. fluency of 
its expressions, with its figures, its harmony, and all the other 
graces of its structure, would, indeed, be an elegant and agreea- 
ble accomplishment But the practice and pains it requires, 
are more than I have time for, and I must leave the amoition 
to excel in that walk to younger men. 

In this book, which is the fifth of our parallels, we intend to 
give the Lives of Demosthenes and Cicero, and, from their 
actions and political conduct, we shall collect and compare 
their manners and disposition; but, for the reason already as- 
signed, we shall not pretend to examine their orations, or to 
determine which of them was the more agreeable speaker. 
For, as Ion says. 

What's the gay dolphin when he quits tiie ?raye8, 
And bounds upon tne shore ? 

Csecilius,* a writer at all times much too presumpltuous, paid 
little regard to that maxim of the poet's, when he so boldly 
attempted a comparison between Demosthenes and Cicero. 
But perhaps the precept. Know thy self , would not be consi- 
dered as divine, if every man could easily reduce it to practice. 
It seems to me that Demostlienes and Cicero were originally 
formed by nature in the same mould, so ^eat is the resem- 
blance in their disposition. The same ambition, the same love 
of liberty, appears in their whole administration, and the same 
timidity amidst wars and dangers. Nor did they less resem- 
ble each other in their fortunes. For I think it is impossible 
to find two other orators, who raised themselves from obscure 
beginnings to such authority and power; who both opposed 
kings and tyrants; who both lost their daughters; were ba- 
nished their country, and returned with honour; were forced 
to fly again; were taken by their enemies, and at last expired 
the same hour with the liberties of their country. So that, if 
nature and fortune, like two artificers, were to descend upon 
the scene, and dispute about their work, it would be difficult 
to decide whether the former had produced a greater resem- 

* CnoBbs w«i acelebntadriietoiiciaii, wbolveim^^^sinft lA K!Q«Q|^;K^ 
He wioto a 7>«8di0 00 tiie SoUlme, whk^ 
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blance in their dispositions, or the ktter in the eireumstances 
of tlieir lives. We shall begin with the moie ancient 

Demosthenes, the father of Demosthenes, was one of the 
principal citizens of Athens. Theopompus tells us, he was 
called the sword-cutlery because he employed a great number 
of slaves in that business. As to what JQschines the orator 
relates concerning his mother,* that she was the daughter of 
one Gylon,t who was forced to fly for treason against uie com- 
monwealth, and of a barbarian woman, we cannot take upon 
us to say whether it was dictated by truth, or by falsehood and 
malignity. He had a large fortune left him by his father, who 
died when he was only seven years of age: the whole being 
estimated at little less than fifteen talents. But he was ^atly 
wronged by his guardians, who converted part to their own 
use, and guflfwed part to lie neglected. Nay, thev were vile 
enough to defraua his tutors ot their salaries. This was the 
chierreason that he had not those adv^tages of education to 
which his quality entitled him. His mother did not choose 
that he should be put to bard and laborious exercises, on ac- 
count of the weakness and delicacy of his frame; and his pre 
ceptors, being ill paid, did not press him to attend them. Indeed, 
from the first he was of a slender and sickly habit, insomuch 
that the boys are said to have given him the contemptuous 
name of Batalus^X ^^r his natural defects. Some say, Batalus 
was an efieminate musician, whom Antiphanes ridiculed in one 
of his farces ; others, that he was a poel^ whose verses were of 
the most wanton and licentious kind. The Athenians, too, at 
that time, seem to have called a part of the body bataltLSy 
which decency forbids us to name. We are told, that De- 
mosthenes had likewise the name of Argas^ either on account 
of the savage and morose turn of his behaviour; for there is a 
kind of serpent which some of the poets call argas;§ or else 
for the severity of his expressions, which often gave his hearers 
pain; for there was a poet named JirgaSj whose verses were 
very keen and satirical. But enough of this article. 

His ambition to speak in public is said to have taken its 
rise on this occasion: — The orator Callistratus was to plead 

* In his oration against Ctesiphon. 

t Gylon was accused of betraying to the enemy a town in Pontus caUed 
Nymphseum ; upon which he fled into Scythia, where he married a native of 
the country, and had two daughters by ner; one of whom was married to 
Philocharps, and the other, named Cleobule, to Demosthenes. Her £»tune 
was forty mimR ; and of this niamage came Demos^enes the orator. 

t lte&y< hius ffiyes a different explanation of the word Bnialus; but Plu- 
tarch must be allowed, thoueh Dacier will not here allow him, to understand 
the aease of the Greek word as well as Hesychius. 

fHq>pocratet too jnentions a serpent of ^ naame. 
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in the cause which the city of Oropus* had depending; and 
^e expectation of the public was greatly raised, both by the 
powers of the orator, which were Uien in the highest repute, 
and by the importance of the trial. Demosthenes hearine the 
governors ana tutors agree among themselves to attena the 
trial, with much importunity prevailed on his master, to take 
him to hear the pleadings. The master having some acquaint- 
ance with the officers who opened the court, got his young 
pupil a seat where he could near the orators without being 
seen. Callistratus had great success, and his abilities were 
extremely admired. Demosthenes was fired with a spirit of 
emulation. When he saw with what distinction the orator was 
conducted home, and complimented bv the people, he wais 
struck still more with the power of tnat commanding elo- 
auence, which could carry all before it. From this time, 
therefore, he bade adieu to the other studies and exercises in 
which boys are enga^d, and applied himself with great assi- 
duity to declaiming, in hopes of being one day numbered 
among the orators. Isseus was the man he made use of as his 
preceptor in eloquence, though Isocrates then taught it; whe- 
ther it was that the loss of his father incapacitated him to pay 
the sum of ten minfe,'f which was that rhetorician^s usual price, 
or whether he preferred the keen and subtle manner of Issbus, 
as more fit for public use. 

Hermippus says he met with an account in certain anony- 
mous memoirs, that Demosthenes likewise studied under Pla- 
to,} and received great assistance from him in preparing to 
speak in public. He adds, that Ctesibius used to say, that 
Demosthenes was privately supplied by Callias the Syracusan, 

* Oropin was a town on the banks of the Euripus, on the frontiers of At- 
tica. The Tbebans, though they had been relieved in their distress by Cha- 
brias and the Athenians, rorgot their former services^ and took Oropus from 
them. Chabrias was suspected of treachery, and Callistratus, Uie orator, was 
retained to plead against him. Demosthenes mentions this in his oration 
against Phidias. At the time of this trial, he was about sixteen. 

t This could not be the reason, if what is recorded in the life of Isseus be 
true, that he was retained as tutor to Demosthenes at the price of a hundrefl 
minas. 

X This is confirmed by Cicero in his Bfutus: — LecHtaviite PlaUmem itu 
diosi<f audivifge eUanij Demosthenes decUur: Idque apparel m genere et 
granditate verborwru Agfain, in his book de Oraiore : — Quod idem de De- 
mosthene exisiimari potest^ cujus ex epistolis^ intelUgi licet, qud>m frequens 
fuerit PlaJtoms audiior. It is possible that Cicero in this place alludes to the 
letter of Demosthenes addressed to Heracleodorus, in which he thus speaks 
of Plato's philosophy: — "Since you hare espouscid the doctrine of Plato, 
which is so distant from avarice, from artifice, and violence, — a doctrine 
whose object is the perfection of goodness and jiratice! Immort»I^cp(^%V^V«^ 
once a man has adopted this doctrine, is it poeavVAe Yi& t^^oi^ ^«sfttl^^s«s& 
truth, or entertain one tel^sh or'aiureneiouA Mn^dmeolV^ 

Vol. IV. K J 
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and some others, with the systems of rhetoric taught by Iso- 
crates and Alcidamus, and made his advantage of uiem. 

When his minority was expired, he called nis guardians to 
account at law, and wrote orations against them. As they 
found many methods of chicane and delay, he had great op- 
portunity, as Thucydides says, to exercise his talent for the 
bar.* It was not without much pains and some risk that he 

gained his cause; and, at last, it was but a very small part of 
is patrimony that he could recover. By this means, however, 
he acquired a proper assurance, and some experience ; and, 
having tasted the honour and power that go in tke train of elo- 
quence, he attempted to speak in the public debates, and take 
a share in the administration. As it is said of Laomedon the 
Orchomenian, that, by the advice of his physicians, in some 
disorder of the spleen, he applied himself to running, and con- 
tinued it constantly a great length of way, till he had gained 
such excellent health and breath, that he tried for the crown at 
the public games, and distinguished himself in the long course: 
so it happened to Demosthenes, that he first appeared at the bar 
for the recovery of his own fortune, which had been so much 
embezzled ; and having acquired in that cause a persuasive and 
powerful manner of speaking, he contested the crown, as I may 
call it, with the other orators before the general assembly. 

However, in his first address to the people, he was laughed 
at, and interrupted by their clamours ; for the violence of his 
manner threw nim into a confusion of periods, and a distortion 
of his ar^ment Besides, he had a weakness and stammering 
in his voice, and a want of breath, which caused such a distrac* 
tion in his discourse, that it was difficult for the audience to 
understand him. At last, upon his quitting the assembly, Eu- 
nomus the Thriasian, a man now extremely old, found him 
wandering in a dejected condition in the Firaeus, and took 
upon him to set him right: — ^^ You,'' said he, " have a man- 
ner of speaking very like that of Pericles; and yet you lose 
yourself out of mere timidity and cowardice. You neither 
bear up against the tumults of a popular assembly, nor pre- 

Eare your body by exercise for tne labour of the rostrunij 
ut suffer your parts to wither away in negligence and indo- 
lence." 

Another time, we are told, when his speeches had been ill 
received, and he was going home with his head covered, and 
in the greatest distress, Satyrus the player, who was an ac- 
ouaintance of his, followed, and went in with him. Demos- 
thenes lamented to him, — ^^ That though he was the most la- 

* He lost bis father at (he age of seyen ; and be was ten years in the buidft 
of guardians. He, therefore, began to plead in his eighteenth year, which» 
as It waM oaly in his awn priirate affiurs^ waa not forbi£ieQ by the laws. 
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borious of all the orators, and had almost sacrificed his health 
to that application, yet he could gain no favour with the peo- 
ple; but orunken seamen, and other unlettered persons, were 
neard, and kept the rostrum^ while he was entirely disregard- 
ed."* « You say true," answered Satyrus; "but I will soon 
provide a remedy, if you will repeat to me some speech in 
Eluripides or Sophocles." When Demosthenes had clone, Sa- 
tyrus pronounced the same speech; and he did it with such 
propriety of action, and so much in character, that it appeared 
to tne orator quite a difierent passage. He now understood so 
well how mucn grace and dignity action adds to the best ora- 
tion, that he thought it a small matter to premeditate and com- 
pose, though with the utmost care, if the pronunciation and 
propriety of gesture were not attended to. Upon this, he built 
nimself a subterraneous study, which remained to our times. 
Thither he repaired every day, to form his action, and exercise 
his voice; and he would often stay there for two or three 
months^ together; shaving one side of his head, that, if he 
should happen to be ever so desirous of going abroad, the 
shame of appearing in that condition might keep him in. 

When he did go out upon a visit, or received one, he would 
take something tnat passed in conversation, some business or 
fact that was reported to him, for a subject to exercise him- 
self upon. As soon as he had parted from his friends, he 
went to his study, where he repeated the matter in order as it 
passed, together with the arguments for and against it. The I 
substance of the speeches which he heard, he committed to j 
memory, and afterwards reduced them to regular sentences ■ 
and periods,! meditating a variety of corrections and new ; 
forms of expressions, both for what others had said to him, and ' 
he had addressed to them. Hence it was concluded that he 
was not a man of much genius; and that all his eloquence was 
the efiect of labour. A strong proof of this seemed to be, that 
he was seldom heard to speak any thing ear/e/wjoore, and though . 
the people often called upon him by name, as he sat in the as- 
sembly, to speak to the point debated, he would not do it un- 
less he came prepared. For this many of the orators ridiculed 
him ; and Pytheas in particular told him, — ^^ That all his ar- 
guments smelled of the lamp." Demosthenes retorted sharply 
upon him, — ^' Yes, indeed ; out your lamp and mine, my friend, 
are not conscious to the same labours." To others he did not 
pretend to deny his previous application, but told them, — ^^ He 
neiUier wrote me wnole of his orations, nor spoke witi^out first 

* This was the priyikge of all democratic states. Some think that by sea- 
oien, he means Demades, whose profession was that of a mariner. 

t Cicero did the same, as we find in his epistlea to A.\^\]&. TV««fc vc^^<* 
meots he caUs Thetes PoUUcm. 
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/ committing; part to writing." He farther affirmed, — ^ That 
this showed nim a good member of the democratic state; for 
the coming prepared to the rostrum, was a mark of respect 
for the people ; whereas, to be regardless of what the people 
might tninK of a man's address, showefl his inclination lor 
oligarchy ; and that he had rather gain his point by force than 
by persuasion. Another proof they give us of his want of 
confidence on any sudden occasion, is, that when he happened 
to be put in disorder by the tumultuary behaviour of the peo- 
ple, Demades often rose up to support him in an extempore 
address; but he never did the same for Demades. 

Wherefore, then, it may be said, did ^schines call him an 
orator of the most admirable assurance? How could he stand 
up alone and refute Python the Byzantian,* whose eloquence 
poured acainst the Athenians like a torrent ? And when La- 
machus tne Myrrheneant pronounced at the Olympic games 
an encomium which he had written upon Philip and Alex- 
ander, and in which he had asserted many severe and reproach- 
ful things against the Thebans and Olynthians, how could De- 
mosthenes rire up and prove, by a ready deduction of facts, 
the many benefits for which Greece was indebted to the The- 
bans andi Chalcidians, and the many evils that the flatterers of 
the Macedonians had brought upon their country? This, too, 
wrought such a change in the minds of the great audience, 
that the sophist, his antagonist, apprehending a tumult, stole 
out of the assembly. 

Upon the whole, it appears that Demosthenes did not take 
Pericles entirely for his model. He only adopted his action 
and delivery, and his prudent resolution not to make a prac- 
tice of speaking from a sudden impulse, or on any occasion 
that mignt present itself: being persuaded, that it was to that 
conduct he owed his greatness, i et, while he chose not often 
to trust tlie success of his powers to fortune, he did not abso- 
lutely neglect the reputation which may be acquired by speak- 

* This was one of the most glorious circumstances in the life of Demos- 
thenes. Tlie fate of his country, in a great measure, depended on his elo- 
quence. After Platsea was lost, and JPhilip threatened to march against 
Athens, the Athenians applied for succours to the Boeotians. When the 
league was established, and the troops assembled at Cheeronea, Philip sent 
ambassadors to the council of Boeotia, the chief of whom was Python, one 
of the ables^ orators of bis time. When he had inyeighed with all the powers 
of eloquencie against the -Athenians and their cause, Demosthenes answered 
him, and carri^ the point in their favour. He was so elevated with this 
yictosy, that he mentions it in one of his orations in almost the same terms 
that Plutarch has used here. 

t If we suppose this Lamachua to have been of Attica, the text should be 
altered from Myrrhencean to JHyrrhintunan ; for J^yrrhinm was a borou^ 
of Attica. But there was a town called Myrrhine in .£olia, and another m 
Leamoa, gud probably Lamachus waia of one of these. 
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ing on a sudden occasion. And if we believe Eratosthenes, 
Demetrius the Phalerean, and the comic poets, there was a 
ereater spirit and boldness in his unpremeditated orations, 
than in those he had committed to writing. Eratosthenes says, 
that, in his extemporaneous harangues, ne often spoke as from 
a supernatural impulse; and Demetrius tells us that in an ad- 
dress to the people, like a man inspired, he once uttered this 
oath in verse, — 

By earth, by all her fountaiDs, streams, and floods. 

One of the comic writers calls him Rhopoperperethras* and 
another, ridiculing his frequent use of the antithesis, says,— • 
^^ As he took, so he retook:" for Demosthenes affected to use 
that expression. Possibly, Antiphanes played upon (hat pas- 
sage in the oration concerning the isle of Etalonesus, in which 
Demosthenes advised the Athenians ^^ not to take, but to re- 
take it from Philip." f 

It was agreed, however, on all hands, that Demades excelled 
all the orators, when he trusted to nature only ; and that his 
sudden effusions were superior to the laboured speeches of 
Demosthenes. Aristo of Chios gives us tlie followmg account 
of the opinion of Theophrastus concerning these orators: — 
Being asxed in what lignt he looked upon Demosthenes as an 
orator?" he said, — ^^ I uiink him worthy of Athens:" what of 
Demades? "I think him above it" The same philosopher 
relates of Polyeuctus the Sphettian, who was one of the prin- 
cipal persons in the Athenian administration at that fime, that 
he caned " Demosthenes the greatest orator, and Phocion the 
most powerful speaker:" because the latter comprised a great 
deal of sense in a few word^. To the same purpose, we aro 
told, that Demosthenes himself, whenever Phocion got up to 
oppose him, used to say to his friends, — '^ Here comes the pru- 
nmg-hook of my periods." It is .uncertain, indeed, whether 
Demosthenes referred to Phocion's manner of speaking, or to 
his life and character. The latter might be the case, because 
he knew that a word or nod from a man of superior character, 
is more redded than the longdiscourses of another. 

As for his personal defects, Demetrius the Phalerian gives 
us an account of the remedies he applied to them ; and he says 
he had it from Demosthenes in his old s^e. The hesitation 
and . stammering of his tongue, he corrected by practising to 
speak with pebbles in his mouth; and he strengthened his 

* A haberdtuher of small wares, or somethiiig like it 

t There ii an expression somethiDg like what Plutarch has quoted, about 
tbe begimmiff of that onrtmi. Libaniua aaspedi the wholeoC iWv w«^t!^^a 
be sj^rkMNi Dut this nittaiy of the poet 9SBl IkPwrthwwiK vmsqa X» ^^c««^ 
tiiat it wes flf his haadL 

7* 
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princoi after having given theih all audience, he answered the 
speech of Demosthenes with greater care than the rest As 
to od^ marks of honour and respect, Demosthenes had not 
an eSRl share in them ; they were bestowed principally upon 
^semnes and Philocrates. They, therefore, were large in the 
praise of Philip on all occasions ; and they insisted, in particu- 
lar, on his eloquence, his beauty, and even his being able to 
drink a great quantity of liquor. Demosthenes, who could not 
bear to hear him {)raised, turned these things off as trifles :— 
" The first,^' he said, " was the property oi the sophist, the 
second of a woman, and the third of a sponge; and not one of 
them could do any credit to a kins." 

Afterwards it appeared that nothing was to be expected but 
war ; for, on one hand, Philip knew not how to sit down in 
tranquillity; and, on the other,jDemosthenes inflamed the Atiie- 
nians. In this case, the first step the orator took, was to put 
the people upon sending an armament to Eubcea, which was 
brought under the yoke of Philip by his petty tyrants. Ac- 
cordingly, he drew up an edict, in pursuance of which they 
passed over to that peninsula, and drove out the Macedo- 
nians. His second operation was the sending succours to the 
Byzantians and Perinthians, with whom Philip was at war. 
Se persuaded the people to drop their resentment, t6 forget 
the faults which both those nations had committed in the con- 
federate war, and to send a body of troops to their assistance. 
They did so, and it saved them from ruin. After this he went 
ambassador to the states of Greece ; and, by his animating 
address, brought them almost all to join in the league against 
Philip. Besides the troops of the several cities, they took an 
army of mercenaries, to the number of fifteen thousand foot, 
and two thousand horse, into pay, and readily contributed to 
the charge. Theophrastus tells us, that, when the allies de- 
sired their contributions might be settled, Crobylus the orator 
answered, — ^^ That war could not be brought to any set diet.*' 

The eyes of all Greece were now upon these movements ; 
and all were solicitous for the event The cities of Euboea, 
the AchsDans, the Corinthians, the Megarensians, the Leuca- 
dians, the Cocyrsfeans, had each severally engaged for them- 
selves against the Macedonians. Yet the greatest work re- 
mained lor Demosthenes to do ; which was to bring the The- 
bans over to the league. Their country bordered upon Attica ; 
they had a great army on foot, and were then reckoned the best 
soldiers in Greece. But they had recent obligations to Philip 
in the Phocian war ; and, therefore, it was not easy to draw 
them from him ; especially when they consideredf the fre- 
quent quarrels and acts of hostility, in which their vicinity to 
Athens engaged them* 
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Mean time Philip, elated with his success at Amphissa, sur- 
prised Elatea, and possessed himself of Phocis. The Athe- 
nians were struck with astonishment, and not one of them 
durst mount the rostrum: no one knew what advice to give; 
but a melancholy silence i^igned in the city. In this distress 
Demosthenes alone stood forth, and proposed that application 
should be made to the Thebans. lie likewise animated the 
people in his usual manner, and inspired them with fresh hopes ; 
in consequence of which, he was sent ambassador to Thebes, 
some others being joined in commission with him. Philip, 
too, on his part, as Marsyas informs us, sent Amyntus and 
Clearchus, two Macedonians, Daochus the Thessalian, and 
Thrasidaeus the Elean,* to answer the Athenian deputies. 
The Thebans were not ignorant what way their true interest 
pointed; but each of them had the evils of war before his 
eyes; for their Phocian wounds were still fresh upon them. 
However, the powers of the orator, as Theopompus tells us, 
rekindled their courage and ambition so efiectually, that all 
other objects were disregarded. They lost sieht of fear, of 
caution, of every prior attachment, andf, througn the force of 
his eloquence, fell with enthusiastic transports into the path of 
honour. 

So powerful, indeed, were the efforts of the orator, that 
Philip immediately sent ambassadors to Athens to apply for 
peace. Greece recovered her spirits, whilst she stood waiting 
for (Ke event; and not only the A^enian generals, but the 
governors of Boeotia, were ready to execute me commands of 
Demosthenes. All the assemblies^ as well those of Thebes as 
those of Athens, were under his direction : he was equally be- 
loved, equally powerful in both places ; and, as Theopompus 
shows, it was no more than his merit claimed. But the supe- 
rior power of fortune, which seems to have been working a 
revolution, and drawing the liberties of Greece to a period at 
that time, opposed andl)affled all the measures that could be 
taken. The deity discovered many tokens of the approaching 
event Among the rest, the priestess of Apollo delivered 
dreadful oracles; and an old prophecy from the Sibylline books 
was then much repeated : — 

Far from Tbermodoo's banki, when, stain'd with blood, 
Bcsotia trembles o'er the cnrnson flood, 
On eagle^inions let me pierce tlie sky, 
And see the vanquish'd weep, tbe yictor die ! 

* As the country of Amyntns and Clearchus is mentioned, so in all proba- 
bility was that of the c^her ambassadors who were to act with them. The 
text, as it now stands, is Ajiovrav juv mii Kxrafxo* Maicdovas, *bd^«v!y« ^^ ^i^** 
ecavoAov Mou efoovdaiov. The »u before Ocao-oXov s\Kia\d pt^biQi\A>} Va \a)&«(^ 
away. AstoThrasidseus, wefindin Flutarch'a MoTa\s,\haX.\ie'«v& v^^^^'^'^ 
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This Thermodoiiy they saj-, is a small river in our eountry, 
near Chaeronea, which falls into the Cephisus. At present we 
know no river of that name; but we conjecture that the Har- 
mon, which runs by the temple of Hercules, where the Greeks 
encamped, might then be called Thermodon; and the battle 
having filled it with blood and the bodies of the slain, it might, 
on that account, change its appellation. Duns, indeed, says, 
that Thermodon was not a river; but that some of the soldiers, 
as they were pitching their tents, and opening liie trenches, 
found a small statue, with an inscription, which signified, that 
the person represented was Thermodon, holding a wounded 
Amazon in his arms. He adds, that there was another oracle 
on the subject, much taken notice of at that time: — 



-Fell bird of prey, 



Wait thou the plenteous barFest, which the sword 
Will give thee on Thennodon. 

But it is hard to say what truth there is in these accounts. 

As to Demosthenes, he is said to have had such confidence 
in the Grecian arms, and to have been so much elated with the 
courage and spirit of so many brave men calling for the enemy, 
that he woula not suffer them to regard any oracles or pro- 
phecies. He told them that he suspected the prophetess ner- 
self of Philippizing, He put the Thebans in mmd of Epa- 
minondas, and Hie Athenians of Pericles, how they reckoned 
such things as mere pretexts of cowardice, and pursued the 
plan which their reason had dictated. Thus far Demosthenes 
acquitted himself like a man of spirit and honour. But in the 
battle, he performed nothing worthy of the glorious things he 
had spoken. He quitted his post; he threw away his arms: 
he fled in the most infamous manner; and was not ashamed, as 
Pytheas says, to belie the inscription which he had put upon 
his shield in golden characters, — to good fortune. 

Immediately after the victory, Philip, m the elation of his 
heart, committed a thousand excesses. He drank to intoxica- 
tion, and danced over the dead, making a kind of song of the 
first part of the decree which Demosthenes had procured, and 
beating time to it: — Demosthenes the Pasanian, son of De- 
mosthenesy has decreed. But when he came to be sober again, 
and considered the dangers with which he had lately been sur- 
rounded, he trembled to think of the prodigious force and 
power of that orator, who had obliged him to put both empire 
and life on the cast of a day, on a few hours of that day.* 

Demades the orator contributed to bring him to the right use of his rea- 
son, when he told him with such distinguish^ magnanimity, — *^ That fortune 
had placed him in the character of Agamemnon, but that be chose to play 
iAe j^LTt of Tbeniteg. " 
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The fame of Demosthenes reached the Persian eouit; and 
the kins wrote letters to his lieutenants, commanding them to 
supply him with money, and to attend to him more Hian to any 
other man in Greece; because he best knew how to make a 
diversion in his favour, by raising fresh troubles, and findinj^ 
employment for the Macedonian arms nearer home. This 
Alexander afterwards discovered by the letters of Demo»« 
thenes which he found at Sardis, and the papers of the Persian 
governors, expressing the sums which had been given him. 
When die Greeks had lost this great battle, tiiose of the 
I contrary faction attacked Demosthenes, and brought a variety 
of public accusations against him. The people, however, not 
• only acquitted him. but treated him with the same respect as 
.' before, and called nim to the helm again, as a person whom 
they knew to be a well-wisher to his country: so that when 
the bones of those who fell at Chaeronea were brought home 
to be interred, they pitched upon Demosthenes to make the 
funeral oration. They were, therefore, so far from bearing 
their misfortune in a mean and ungenerous manner, as Theo- 
pompus, in a tragical strain, represents it, that, by the great 
honour they did tne counsellor, they showed they did not re- 
pent of having followed his advice. 

Demosthenes, accordingly, made the oration. But, after 
this, he did not prefix his own name to his edicts, because he 
considered fortune as inauspicious to him; but sometimes that 
of one friend, sometimes that of another, till he recovered his 
spirits upon the death of Philip : for that prince did not long 
survive nis victory at Chseronea; and his fate seemed to be 
presignified in the last of the verses above quoted:— 

Aod see the yaoquisbed weep, the yictor die ! 

Demosthenes had secret intelligence of the death of Philip; 
and, in order to prepossess the peonle wiHi hopes of some 
good success to come, he entered the assembly with a gay 
countenance, pretending he had seen a vision which announced 
something great for Athens. Soon after messengers came with 
an account of Philip's death. The Athenians immediately of- 
fered sacrifices of acknowledgment to the gods for so happy 
an event, and voted a crown for Pausanias, who killed him, 
Demosthenes, on this occasion, made his appearance in mag- 
nificent attire, and with a garland on his head, though it was 
only the seventh day after his daughter's death, as JSschines 
tells us, who, on that account, reproaches him as an unnatural 
father. But he must himself have been of an ungenerous and 
effeminate disposition, if he considered tears andiamentatiQn& 
as marks of a Kind and affectionate pareiit, QCKi<& ooxA^ekX^ 
man who bore such a loss with moaerat^OTi* 

Vol. IV. 8 
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At the same time, I do not pretend to say the Athenians 
were rigbt in erownii^ themselves with flowers^ or in stori^ 
ficing, upon the death of a prince who had behaved to them 
with so much gentleness and humanity in their misfortunes: 
far it was a meanness, below contempt, to honour him in his life, 
and admit him a citizen; and yet, after he was fallen by tiw 
hands of another, not to keep their joy within any bounds, but 
to insult the dead, and sing triumphal songs, as if they had per 
formed, some extraordinary act of valour. 

I commend Demosthenes, indeed, for leavinf^ the tears, and 
other instances of mourning, which his domestic misfortunes 
might claim, to the women, and going about such actions as he 
thought conducive to the welfare of nis country : for I think 
a man of such firmness and other abilities as a statesman ought 
to have, should always have the common concern in view, and 
look upon his private accidents or business as considerations 
much inferior to the public : in consequence of which, he will 
be much more careful to maintain his dignity, than actors who 
piNrsonate kings and tyrants; and yet tnese, we see, neither 
laugh nor weep according to tiie dictates of their own passions, 
but as they are directed by the subject of the drama. It is 
universally acknowledged, that we are not to abandon the un- 
happy to their sorrows, but to endeavour to console them by 
rational discourse, or by turning their attention to more agree- 
able objects; in the same manner as we desire those who nave 
weak eyes, to turn them from bright and dazzling colours, to 
Ijreen, or others of a softer kind. And what better consola- 
tion can there be undeV domestic afflictions, than to attemper 
and alleviate them with the public success;^ so that, by such 
a mixture, the bad may be corrected by the good. These re- 
flections we thought proper to make, because we have observed 
that this discourse of ^schines has weakened the minds of 
many persons, and put them upon indulging all the efleminacy 
of sorrow. 

Demosthenes now solicited the states of Greece again, and 
they ei^tered once more into the league. The Thebans, being 
furnished with arms by Demosthenes, attacked the garrison in 
their citadel, and killed great numbers; and the Athenians 
prepared to join them in the war. Demosthenes mounted the 
r99trum almost every day; and he wrote to the king of Per- 

* In tbe printed text, it is vairf i5of arvxwaisy l^nt the Vulcob* and another 
lasiioaccipt gWe us eaTfxou<mf . some question whether xaivuv vaBw can mean 
|ttUic joy, though rol^ does certainly sometimes mean the affections or pas- 
sions in generai. It would, indeed, be good sense to say. We ou^ht to lose 
Our pilvate sorrows in the public : Dost tiiou mourn tor fhyselCwhen thy 
i MMtA t y h pernking? B«t that int^isretation would not agree witli what fot 
lotfss, TotifiiKrioatv a^vif»$uf M )Qafo. iMte badrMBy he c o rrtctai hyikegootU 
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,^8 lieutenants in Asia^ to invite them to commence hostili- 
ties from that Quarter against Alexander, whom he called a 
boVj a seeond MargUes* 

But when Alexander had settled the affairs of his own coun- 
try, and marched into Boeotia with all his forces, the pride of 
the Athenians was humbled, and the spirit of Demosthenes 
died away. They deserted the Thebans ; and that unhappy 
people had to stand the whole fury of the war by themselves ; 
m consequence of which they lost their city. The Athenians 
were in great trouble and confusion ; and tney could think of 
no better measure than the sending Demosthenes and some 
others ambassadors to Alexander. But Demosthenes, dread- 
ins the anger of that monarch, turned back at Mount Ciths&ron, 
and relinquished his commission. Alexander immediately sent 
deputies to Athens, who (according to Idomeneus and Duris) 
demanded that they would deliver up ten of their orators. But 
the greatest part, and those the most reputable of the histo- 
rians, say, that he demanded only these eight: Demosthenes, 
Polyeuctus, Ephialtes, Lycurgus, M3rrocles, Damon, Callis- 
thenes, and Charidemus. On this occasion, Demosthenes ad* 
dressed the people in the fable of the sheep who were to five 
up their dogs to the wolves, before they would erant them 
peace : by which he insinuated, that he and the other orators 
were the guards of the people, as the dogs were of the flock ; 
and that Alexander was the great wolf they had to treat with. 
And again, — ^^ As we see merchants carrying about a small 
sample in a dish, by which they sell large quantities of wheat; 
so you, in us, without knowing it, deliver' up the whole body 
of citizens.'^ These particulars we have from Aristobulus of 
Cassandria. 

The Athenians deliberated upon the point in full assembly ; 
and Demades seeing them in great perplexity, offered to go 
alone to the king of Macedon, and intercede for the orators, 
on condition that each of them would give him five talents; 
whether it was that he depended upon the friendship that 

fjrince had for him, or whether he hoped to find hini, like a 
ion, satiated with blood : he succeeded, however, in his appli- 
cation for the orators, and reconciled Alexander to the city. 

When Alexander returned to Macedon, the reputation of 
Demades, and the other orators of his party, greatly increased ; 
and that of Demosthenes gradually declined. It is true, he 
raised his head ia little, when Agis, king of Sparta^ took the 
field: — ^but it soon fell again; tor the Athenmns refused to 

* Homer wrote a ntiPB against this Mai^gitss, wi» iq[ipean (o hure 
very contemptible char«qter. 
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join him, Agis was killed in battle, and the Lacedsemonians 
entirely routed. 

About this time,* the afiair concerning tke crown came 
again upon the carpet The information was first laid under 
the archonship of Chaerondas ; and the cause was not deter^ 
mined till ten years after,t under Aristophon. It was the 
most celebrated cause that ever was pileaoed, as well on ac- 
count of the reputation of the orators, as tJie generous be- 
haviour of the judges : for though the prosecutors of Demos- 
thenes were then in jgreat power, as being entirely in the Ma- 
cedonian interest, the judges would not eive their voices 
aeainst him ; but on the contrary, acquiltea him so honour- 
ably, that ^schines had not a fifth part of the sufirages.! 
^schines immediately quitted Athens, and spent the rest of 
his days in teaching rhetoric at Rhodes and in Ionia. 

It was not long after this, that Harpalus came from Asia to 
Athens.§ He had fled from the service of Alexander, both 
because he was conscious to himself of having falsified his 
trust, to minister to his pleasure, and because he dreaded hia 
master, who now was become terrible to his best friends. As 
ne applied to the people of Athens for shelter, and desired 
protection for his ships and treasures, most of the orators had 
an eye upon the gold, and supported his application with all 
their interest Demosthenes at first advised them to order 
Harpalus off immediately, and to be particularly careful not to 
involve the city in war again, without any just or necessary 
cause. 

Yet a few days after, when they were taking an account of 
the treasure, Harpalus perceiving that Demosthenes was much 
pleased with one of the kinjg's cups, and stood admiring the 
workmanship and fashion, desired him to take it in his hand, 
and feel the weight of the gold. Demosthenes being surprised 

* DemostheDM rebuilt the walls of Athens at his own expense ; for which 
the people, at the motion of Ctesipbon, decreed him a crown of gold. This 
excited the envy and jeaiousyof .^schmes, who thereupon brought that fa- 
mous impeachment against Demosthenes which occasioned his inimitable 
oration ae Corond. 

t Plutarch must be mistaken here. It does not appear, upon the exactest 
calculation, to have been more than eight years. 

t This was a very igpnominious circumstance ; for if the accuser had not a 
fifth part of the suffrages, be was fined a thousand drachmas. 

4 Harpalus had the charge of Alexander's treasure in Babylon, and, flatter- 
ing himself that he would never return from his Indian expedition, he gave 
in to all manner of crimes and excesses. At last, when he found that Alexan- 
der was really returning, and that he took a severe account of such people as 
himself, he thought proper to march aS with 5,000 talents, and 6,000 men, 
into Attica. 
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at the weight, and asking Harpalus how much it might brings 
he smiled, and said, — ^* It will bring you twenty talents/' And 
as soon as it was nis^ht, he sent him the cup with that sum : for 
Harpalus knew well enough how to distinguish a man's passion 
for gold, by his pleasure at the sight, and the keen looks he 
east upon it. Demosthenes could not resist the temptation ; 
it maoe all the impression upon him that was expected ; he 
received the money, like a garrison, into his house, and went 
over to the interest of Harpalus. Next day, he came into the 
assembly with a Quantity of wool and bandages about his 
neck ; and when the people called upon him to get up and 
speak, he made sisns tnat he had lost nis voice : upon which,' 
some that were by, said, — " It was no common hoarseness 
that he had got in the ni^ht : it was a hoarseness occasioned 
by swallowing gold and silver." Afterwards, when all the 
people were apprised of his taking the bribe^ and he wanted to 
speak in his own defence, they would not suffer him, but raised 
a clamour, and expressed their indignation. At the same 
time, somebody or other stood up, and said, sneeringly,— - 
" Will you not listen to the man with the cup ?"* The AtW 
nians then immediately sent Harpalus off; and fearing they 
might be called to account for the money with which the ora- 
tors had been corrupted, they made a strict in(^uiry after it, 
and searched all their houses, except that of Callicles, the son 
of Arrenides; whom they spared, as Theopompus says, be- 
cause he was newly married, and his bride was in his house. 

At the same time, Demosthenes, seemingly with a design 
to prove his innocence, moved for an order, that the affair 
should be brought before the court of Areopagus, and all per^ 
sons punished who should be found guilty of taking brioes. 
In consequence of which, he appeared before that court, and 
was one of the first that were convicted. Bein^ sentenced to 
pay a fine of fifty talents, and to be imprisoned till it was paid, 
the disgrace of his conviction, and the weakness of hb consti-> 
tution, which could not bear close confinement, determined 
him to fly; and this he did, undiscovered by some, and assist* 
ed by otners. It is said that when he was not far from the 
city, he perceived some of his late adversaries following,t and 
endeavoured to hide himself. But they called to him by name; 

* This alludes to a costoiB of the ancients at their feasts, wherein it waf 
usual for the cup to pass from hand to hand ; and the person whoheld it song 
a song, to which the rest gave attention. 

'Kit is recorded by Phocius, that JCschines. when he left Athras, was fbl- 
Aywed in like manner, and assisted by DemosUieiies ; and that when he offers 
ed him consdations, he made the same answer. PhitaicU liks?roA\3aeoiQfiR& 
this circwDslBiice in the Lives of the ten ortlnnu 
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and when they came nearer, desired him to take some neces* 
sary supplies of money, which they had brought with them 
for that purpose. They assured him, they had no other design 
in following, and exhorted him to take courage. But Demos- 
thenes gave into more violent expressions of grief than ever, 
and said, — ^^ What comfort can I nave, when I leave enemies 
in this city more generous than it seems possible to find friends 
m any other?" He bore his exile in a very weak and effemi- 
nate manner : for the most part, he resided in ^gina or Troe- 
zene ; where, whenever he looked towards Attica, the tears 
fell from his eyes. In his expressions, there was nothing of a 
rational firmness ; nothing answerable to the bold things he 
had said and donfe in his administration. When he left AtSiens. 
we are told, he lifted up his hands towards the citadel, ana 
said, — "0 Minerva, goddess of those towers, whence is it 
that thou delightest in three such monsters as an owl, a dra- 
gon, and the people?" The young men who resorted to him 
for instruction, he advised, by no means, to meddle with af- 
fairs of state. He told them, — -" That if two roads had been 
shown him at first, the one leading to the rostrum and the bu- 
siness of the assembly, and the other to certain destruction, 
and he could have foreseen the evils that awaited him in the 
political walk, the fears, the envy, the calumnv, and conten- 
tion, he would have chosen that road which led to immediate 
death." 

During the exile of Demosthenes, Alexander died.* The 
Greek cities once more combining upon that event, Demos- 
thenes performed great things ; and, among the rest, drew a 
line of circumvallation around Antipater, whom he had shut 
up in Lamia. Pytheas the orator, with Callimedon and Ca- 
rabus, left Athens, and, going over to Antipater, acconipanied 
his friends and ambassadors in their applications to the Greeks, 
and in persuading them not to desert the Macedonian cauaj^, 
nor listen to the Athenians. On the other hand, Demosthenes 
joined the Athenian deputies, and exerted himself greatly with 
them in exhorting the states to fall )Vith united efforts upon 
the Macedonians, and drive them out'of Greece. Phylarcnus 
tells us, that, in one of the cities of Arcadia, Pytheas and De- 
mosthenes spoke with great acrimony; the one in pleading for 
the Macedonians, and the other for the Greeks. Pytheas is 
reported to have said, — ^^ As some sickness is always supposed 
to be in the house into which ass's milk is brought; so the 
city which an Athenian embassy ever enters, must necessa- 
rily be in a sick and decaying condition." Demosthenes turn- 

* Olymp, cxJy. DemoitheDes was then in his fiftyodgfatfa year. 
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ed the comparison against him, by saying, — ^^ As ass's milk 
never enters but for curing the sick ; so the Athenians never 
appear but for remedying some disorder/' 

The people of Athens were so much pleased with this re- 
partee, that they immediately voted for the recall of Demos- 
thenes. It was Damon the Paeanian, cousin-german to Demos- 
thenes, who drew up the decree. A galley was sent to fetch 
him from iSgina; and when he came up from the Piraeus to 
Athens, the whole body of citizens went to meet and to con- 
gratulate him on his return; insomuch that there was neither 
a magistrate nor priest left in the town. Demetrius of Mag- 
nesia acquaints us, that Demosthenes lifted up his hands to- 
wards heaven in thanks for that happy day: — ^'Happier," said 
he, " is my return than that of Akibiades. It was through 
compulsion that the Athenians restored him, but me they have 
recalled from a motive of kindness." 

The fine, however, still remained due; for they could not 
extend their grace so far as to repeal his sentence: but they 
found out a method to evade the law, while they seemed to 
comply with it It was the custom, in the sacrifices to Jupiter 
the Preserver, to pay the persons who prepared and adorned 
the altars. They, tnerefore, appointed Demosthenes to this 
charge ; and ordered that he should have fifty talents for his 
trouble, which was the sum his fine amounted to. 

But he did not long enjoy his return to his country. The 
afiairs of Greece soon went to ruin. They lost the battle of 
Crano in the month of August,* a Macedonian garrison en- 
tered Munychia in September,! and Demosthenes lost his life 
in October.f 

It happened in the following manner: — When news was 
brought that Antipater and Craterus were coming to Athens, 
Demosthenes and those of his party hastened to get out pri- 
vately before their arrival. Hereupon, the people, at the mo- 
tion of Demades, condemn^ them to death. As they fled 
different ways, Antipater sent a company of soldiers about the 
countrv to seize them. Archias, surnamed PhugadotheraSy or 
the exile-hunteTy was their captain. It is said he was a native 
of Thurium, and had been some time a tragedian ; they add, 
that Polus of ^gina, who excelled all the actors of his time, 
was his scholar. Hermippus reckons Archias among the dis- 
ciples of Lacritus the rhetorician; and Demetrius says he 
spent some time at the school of Anaximenes. This Archias, 
however, drew Hyperides the orator, Aristonicus of Mara- 
thon, and HyfriersBus, the brother of Demetrius the Phalerean, 
out of tiie temple of ^acus in ^gina, where they \v^.4\:ii^^^ 

* MetagitDkm. t Boedramkxu Xl^ivue^nc"^ 
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refuge^ and sent them to Antipater at Cleonas. There they 
were executed; and Hyperides is said to have first had his 
tongue cut out 

Archias being informed that Demosthenes had taken sane 
tuary in the temple of Neptune at Calauria, he and his Thra« 
cian soldiers passed over into it in row-boats. As soon as he 
was landed, he went to the orator, and endeavoured to per- 
suade him to quit the temple, and go with him to Antipater, 
assuring him that he had no hard measure to expect But it 
happened that Demosthenes had seen a strange vision the ni^ht 
before. He thought that he was contending with Archias 
which could play the tragedian the best; that ne succeeded in 
his action, had the audience on his side, and would certainly 
have obtained the prize, had not Archias outdone him in the 
dresses and decorations of the theatre. Therefore, when Ar- 
chias had addressed him with a great appearance of humanity, 
he fixed his eyes on him, and said, without rising from his 
seat, — ^^ Neither your action moved me formerly, nor do your 
promises move me now." Archias then began to threaten 
nim; upon which he said, — ^* Before, you acted a part; now 
you speak as from the Macedonian tripod. Only wait a while, 
till I nave sent my last orders to my family." So saying, he 
retired into the inner part of the temple; and taking some 
paper, as if he meant to write, he put the pen in his mouth, 
and bit it a considerable time, as he used to do when thought- 
ful about his composition : after which, he covered his head, 
and put it in a reclining posture. The soldiers who stood at 
the aoor, apprehending tnat he took these methods to put off 
the fatal stroke, laughed at him, and called him a cowara. Ar- 
chias then approaching him, desired him to rise, and began to 
repeat the promises of making his peace with Antipater. De- 
mosthenes, who by this time felt the operation of the poison 
he had taken strong upon him, uncovered his face, and look- 
ing upon Archias, — ^^ Now," said he, " you may act the part 
of Creon,* in the play, as soon as you please, and cast out this 
carcass of mine unburied. For my part, gracious Neptune! 
I quit thy temple with my breath within me; but Antipater 
and the Macedonians would not have scrupled to profane it 
with murder." By this time he could scarcely stand, and, 
therefore, desired them toUppport him. But in attempting to 
walk out, he fell by the aMr, and expired wit^ a groan. 

Aristo says, he sucked me poison from a pen, as we have 
related it One Pappus, whose memoirs were recovered by 
He^mippus, reports, that, when he fell by the altar, there was 

*AIIudinff to that passage in the Antigone of Sophocles, where CreoD fiv 
ifMb the boify of JM^DiccB to \)e Infant 
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found on his paper the beginning of a letter: — ^^ Demosthenes 
to Antipater, and nothing more. He adds, th&t people being 
surprised that he died so quicklyi the Thracians who stood at 
the door, assured them that he took the poison in his hand out 
of a piece of cloth, and put it to his mouth. To them it had 
the appearance of gold. Upon inquiry made by Archias, a 
jroun^ maid who served Demosthenes, said, he had long wore 
that piece of cloth by way of amulet Eratosthenes tells us, 
tJiat ne kept the poison in the hollow of a bracelet button 
which he wore upon his arm. Many others have written upon 
the subject: but it is not necessary to give all their di£ferent 
accounts. We shall only add, that Democharis, a servant of 
Demosthenes, asserts, that he did not think his death owing to 
poison, but to the favour of the gods, and a happy providence, 
which snatched him from the cruelty of the Macedonians, by 
a speedy and easy deatli. He died on the sixteenth of Octo' 
ber, which is the most mournful day in the ceremonies of 
the T^hesmopJioria.^ The women keep it with fasting in the 
temple of Ceres. 

It was not long before the temple of Athens paid him the 
honours that were due to him, by erecting his statue in brass, 
and decreeing tiiat the eldest of his family should be maintain- 
ed in the Prytaneum^ at the public charee. This celebrated 
inscription was put upon the pedestal of nis statue: — 

Divine in speech, in judgment, too, divine, 
Had yB]oar*8 wreatii, D^osthenes, been thine, 
Fair Greece had still her freedom's ensign bonie, 
And held the scoui^ of Macedon in scorn ! 

• 

For no regard is to be paid to those who say that Demosthenes 
himself uUered these fines in Calauria just before he took llie 
poison.t 

A little before I visited Athens, the following adventure is 
said to have happened: — ^A soldier, being summoned to appear 
before the commanding officer upon some misdemeanor, put 
the little gold he had into the hands of the statue of Demos- 
thenes, which were in some measure clenched. A small plane- 
tree grew by it, and many leaves, either accidentally lodged 
there by the winds, or purposely so placed by the soldier, co- 
vered tne gold a consiaerable time. When he returned and 

* This was an annual festival in honour of Ceres. It began the fourteenth 
of October, and ended the eighteenth. The Uiird day of the festival was a 
day of listing and mortification ; and this is the day tfaiat Plutarch speaks of. 

t This inscription, so &r from doing Demosthenes honour, is the greatest 
disgrace that the Athenisuu could have fastened on his memory. It reproaches 
him with a weakness which, when the safety of his country yv^& ^ ^\»^^^^*^ 
such a deplorable want of virtue and manhood, «i i)o ^^ivt^ft cs \]^v^» ^^^s^o. 
stone fiv. 
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bimself master, and there appeared to be some established 
government again. 

About this time Sylla ordered the estate of one of the citi- 
zens to be sold by auction, in consequence of his being killed 
as a person proscribed ; when it was struck off to Chryso- 
sonus, Sylla's freedman, at the small sum of two thousand 
arachmaB. Roscius, the son and heir of the deceased, express- 
ed his indignation, and declared that the estate was wortn two 
hundred and fifty talents. Sylla^ enraged at having his con- 
duct thus publicly called in question, brought an action against 
Roscius for the murder of his father, and appointed Cbryso- 
gohus to be the manager. Such was the dread of Sylla's 
' cruelty, that no man offered to appear in defence of Roscius, 
and nothing seemed left for him but to fall a sacrifice. In this 
distress he applied to Cicero, and the friends of the youne 
orator desirea nim to undertake the cause ; thinking he could 
not have a more glorious opportunity to enter the lists of fameu 
Accordingly, he undertook his defence, succeeded, and gained 
great applause.* But fearing Sylla's resentment, he travelled 
into Greece, and gave out that the recovery of his health was 
the motive. Indeed, he was of a lean and slender habit, and 
his stomach was so weak, that he was obliged to be very 
sparing in his diet, and not to eat till a late hour in the day. 
His voice, however, had a variety of inflections, but was at 
the same time harsh and unformed ; and as, in the vehemence 
and enthusiasm of speaking, he always rose into a loud key, 
there was reason to apprehend that it might injure his health. 

When he came to Athens, he heard Antiochus the Ascalo- 
nite, and was charmed with the smoothness and grace of his 
elocution, though he did not approve his new doctrines in phi- 
losophy: for Antiochus had left the new Academy^ as it is 
called, and the sect of Carneades, either from clear conviction, 
and from the strength of the evidence of sense, or else from 
a spirit of opposition to the schools of Clitomachus and Philo, 
ana had adopted most of the doctrines of the Stoics. But 
Cicero loved the new Academy^ and entered more and more 
into its opinions ; having already taken his resolution, if he 
failed in his design of rising in the state, to retire from the 
forum and all political intrigues, to Athens, and spend his 
days in peace in the bosom ofphilosophy. 

But not long after, he received the news of Sylla's death. 
His body by this time was strengthened by exercise, and 
brought to a good habit His voice was formed, and, at the 
same time that it was full and, sonorous, had gained a sufficient 
sweetness, and was brought to a key which his constitutioa 

* la iiii tweaty-fiereaUi *}€»• 
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could beark Besidely his friends at Rome solicited him bjr 
letters to return, and Antiochus exhorted him much to appl^ 
himself to publio a&irs. For which reasons, he exercisea nis 
rhetorical powers afresh, as the best engines for business and 
calling forth his political talents. In short, he suffered not a 
day to pass without either declaiming, or attending the most 
celebrated orators* In the prosecution of this design, he sailed 
to Asia and the island of Rhodes. Amonpt the rhetoricians 
of Asia, he availed himself of the instructions of Xenocles of 
Adramyttium, Dion^sius of Maenesia, and Menippus of Caria. 
At Rhodes he studied under the rhetorician Apollonius the 
son of Molo,* and the philosopher Posidonius. it is said, that 
Apollonius, not understanding the I(oman language, desired 
Cicero to declaim in Greek ; and he readily complied, because 
he thought by that means his faults might the better be cor^ 
rected. When he had ended his declamation, the rest were 
astonished at his performance, and strove which should praise 
him most ; but Apollonius showed no signs of pleasure while 
he was speaking; and when he had done, he sat a long time 
thoughtful and silent At last, observing the uneasiness it 
gave his pupil, he said, — ^^ As for you, Cicero, I praise and 
admire you, but I am concerned for the fate of Greece. She 
had notning left her but the glory of eloquence and erudition, 
and you are carrying that too to Kome." 

Cicero now prepared to apply himself to public affairs with 
great hopes ot success : but nis spirit received a check from 
ttie oracle at Delphi : for, upon his inauirin^ by what means 
he might rise to the greatest glory, tne priestess bade him 
" follow nature, and not take the opinion of the multitude for 
the guide of his life.'* Hence it was, that, after his coming to 
Rome, he acted at first with great caution. He was timorous 
and backward in applying for public offices, and had the mor- 
tification to find himself neglected, and cdll^d a Gr^ekyC^ scho- 
/cMiiC^Jgrmsjwh^^ and others the meanest of the 

Romarw/^^eTeryJlS^ But^as lie was natu- 

rally^ambitious of honour, and spurred on besides by his fa- 
ther ^nd his friends, he betook himself to the bar. JNor was 
it by slow and insensible degrees that he gained the palm of 
eloquence; his fame shot forth at once, and he was distin- 
guisned above all the orators of Rome. Yet it is said that his 
turn for action was naturally as defective as that of Demos- 
thenes, and, therefore, he took all the advantage he could from 
the instruction of Roscius, who excelled in comedy, and of 
lEsopy whose talents lay in tragpdy. This ^sop, we are told, 

*NotJippollomu» the son of JHola. but AppollorUut Molo* The same mifr> 
tike Is made by our siutbMt in the lin of CeeUi. 
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when he was one day acting Atreus, in the part where he con- 
siders in what manner he should punish Thyestes, being work- 
ed up by his passion to a degree of insanity, wilJi his sceptre 
struck a servant who happened suddenly to pass by, and laid 
him dead at his feet In consequence of these helps, Cicero 
found his powers of persuasion not a little assisted by action 
and just pronunciation. But as for those orators who gave 
into a bawling manner, he laughed at them, and said, — *^ Tneir 
weakness made them get up into clamour, as lame men get on 
horseback." His excellence at hitting off a jest or repartee, 
animated his pleadings, and, therefore, seemed not foreign to 
the business of the forum; but by bringing it much into life, 
he offended numbers of people, and got tne character of a ma- 
levolent man. 

He was appointed quaestor at a time when there was a great 
scarcity of corn ; and having Sicily for his province, he cave 
the people a great deal of trouble at first, by compelling them 
to send their corn to Rome, But afterwards, when they came 
to experience his diligejacfi, hisjugtice and mnHeration, they 
h oiioui e d -brrnrmore than any quaestor that Rome had-ever sent 
them. About that time, a number of young Romans, of noble 
fatfrtties, who lay under the charge of having violated the rules 
of discipline, and not behaved with sufficient courage in time 
of service, were sent back to the praetor of Sicily. Cicero un- 
dertook their defence, and acquitted himself of it with great 
ability and success. As he returned to Rome, much elated 
with these advantages, he tells us,* he met with a pleasant 
adventure. As he was on the road through Campania, m ^^ t- 
ipg with a p*^r«Ton ftf so me eminence^ ^^^^ . who m he was_ac -, 
quaijited,4*e-«skedhjixi^l'. W^ they sa21jittdthDiigbt.QXKis 

"^fTon^' in J^Ytrnr^^Zr^prij^oriningpAAtTl^ig pftT|Tft and thg gloqS.O^ . 

hii nnh i rynm a nti \ \^A filjfjl thfi wb n i r r. j t.j -His acqiiaiptaace 
answered,-=rr". Why, where have ypu been then^X/j^ero^ all this ' 

^ This answer dispirited him extremely : for he found that the 
accounts of his conduct had been lost in Rome, as in an im- 
mense sea, and had made no remarkable addition to his repu- 
tation. By mature reflection upon this incident, he was brought 
to retrench his ambition, because he saw that contention Tor 
glory was an endless thing, and had neither measures nor bounds 
to terminate it Nevertheless, his immoderate love of praise, 
and his passion for glory, always remained with him, ana often 
interrupted his best ana wisest designs. 

When he began to dedicate himself more earnestly to public 
business, he thought that, while mechanics know the name^ 

* Iq his oration for PlvDiQnii. 
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his harr, and put on a white hahit, as if he had gained the 
victory, and was about to return so equipped to the forum. 
But Crassus met him in his court-yard, ana told him, that all 
the judges had given verdict against him ; which affected him 
in such a manner, that he turned in a|^ain,.took to his bed, and 
died.* Cicero gained honour by this affair, for it appeared 
that he kept strict watch against corruption in the court. 

There was another person, named Vatinius, an insolent 
orator, who paid very little respect to the judges in his plead- 
ings. It happened that he* had his neck full of scrophulous 
swellings. This man applied to Cicero about some business 
or other; and as that nragisti*ate did not immediately comply 
with his rec[uest', but sat some time deliberating, he said, — 
" 1 could easily swallow such a thing, if I was praetor ;'' upon 
which Cicero turned towards hiin, and made answer, — ^^ But 
I have not so large a neck." 

When there were only two or three days of his office unex- 
pired, an information was laid against Manilius for embez- 
zling the public money. This Manilius was a favourite of the 
peo^e, and they thougjht he was only prosecuted on Pompey's 
accoujit, being his particular friend. He desired to have a day 
fixed for his trial; and as Cicero appointed the next day, the 
people were much offended, because it had been customary for 
the praetors to allow the accused ten days at the least. The 
tribunes, therefore, cited Cicero to appear before the commons, 
and give an account of this proceeding. He desired to be 
heard in his own defence, which was to this effect: — " As I 
have always behaved to [persons impeached with all the mo- 
deration and humanity that the laws will allow, I thought it 
wrong^talose the opportunity of treating Manilius with the 
same candour. I was master only of one day more in my 
office of praetorj and consequently, must appoint that; for to 
leave the decision of the cause to another magistrate, was not 
the method for those who were inclined to serve Manilius." 
This made a wonderful chamge in the minds of the people; 
they were lavish in their praijies, and desired him to under- 
take the defence himself. This he readily complied with ; his 
regard for Pbmpey, who was absent, not being his least in- 
ducement In consequence hereof, he presented himsetf be- 

* The story is related diSerently by Valerius Maximus. He says that 
Macer was in conrt wailing' the issue, and perceiving that Cicero was pro- 
ceeding to give sentence a^inst him, he sent to infbmi him that he was d^ad, 
and at the same time suSbcated himself with his handkerchief. Cicrro, 
therefore, did not pronounce sentence aiJWMt him, by which means his estate 
was sayed to his son Licinius Calvns. Notwithstanding this, Cicero himself; 
ID one of his. epistles to Atticus, says, that be actually condemned him ^ and 
Ai aoather of his eiiifltles, be speaks of the popular esteem tbk affaar- pro- 
cured Mm.-^ic. £p. ad. AU. L ik •• 3^1. 
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fore the commons again, and giving an account of the whole 
affair, took opportunity to make severe reflections on those 
who favourecT oligarchy, and envied the glory of Pompey. 

Vpt fnv iht>i ^j^^ft nf tV^ffi r country, the p at ^ ftfaj^g JQJnqH thft 
plebei ans in raising him to t he consul ship. The occasion waa 
this! — ^The change which Sylla introduced into the constitu- 
tion, at first seemed harsh and uneasy, hut by time and custom 
it came to an establishment which many thought not a bad one. 
At present there were some who wanted to bring in another 
change, merely to gratify their own avarice, and without the 
least view to the public good. Pompey was engaged with the 
kings of Pontus and Armenia, and there was no force in Rome 
sufficient to suppress the authors of this intended innovation. 
They had a chief of a bold and enterprising spirit, and the 
most remarkable versatility of manners ; his name Lucius Ca- 
tiline. Beside a variety of other crimes, he was accused of 
debauching his own daughter, and killing his own brother. 
To screen nimself from prosecution for the latter, he persuaded 
Sylla to put his brother among the proscribed, as if he had 
been still alive. These profligates, with such a leader, among 
other engagements of secrecy and fidelity, sacrificed a man, 
and ate of his flesh. Catiline had corrupted great part of the 
Roman youth, by indulging their desires in every form of 

Cleasure, providing them wine and women, and setting no 
ounds to his expenses for these purposes. All Tuscany was 
prepared for a revolt, and most pf Cisalpine Gaul. The vast 
inequality of the citizens in point of property, prepared Rome, 
too, for a change. Men of spirit amongst the nobility had. 
impoverished themselves by their great expenses on public 
exhibitions and entertainments, on" bribing for offices, and 
erecting magnificent buildings; by which means the riches of 
the city were fallen into the hands of mean people: in this 
tottering state of the commonwealth, there needed no great ^ 
force to overset it, and it was in the power of any bold ad- 
venturer to accomplish its ruin. --^> 
Catiline, however, before he began his operations, wanted / 
a strong fort to sally out from, and with that view stood foi?;^ 
the consulship. His prospect seemed very promising, because ; 
he hoped to have (Jaius Antonius for his colleague; a man ^ 
who had no firm principles, either good or bad, nor any reso- / 
lution of his own, but would make a considerable addition to 
the power of him that led him. M^ny persons of jdcfalgaQct 
honour perceiving this danger,j)urup Cle^h).lbr -the «>ns«t 
shipn^"^? jgroprscc^^ witLjilfiasiCBe. Thus, Ca- 
time'*fras baffle^lrffnd <?icer o^ an3 t^alus Antonius aunom^ ^ 

* la hit fiHij*tbiid.7ias.. 
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justice is invincible when properly supported. He showed 
also, that a magistrate who watches for tne good of the com- 
munity, shoulain his actions always prefer right to popular 
measures, and in his speeches know how to make those right 
measures agreeable, by separating from them whatever may 
ojOfend. Otthe grace and power with which he spoke, we 
have a proof in a theatrical regulation that took place in his 
consulsnip. Before, those of me equestrian order sat mixed 
with the commonalty. Marcus Otho in his praetorship was 
the first who separated the knights from the other citizens, and 
appointed them seats which they still enjoy.* The people 
looked upon this as a mark of dishonour, and hissed and in- 
sulted Otno when he appeared at the theatre. The knights, 
on the other hand, received him with loud plaudits. The peo- 
ple repeated their hissing, and the knights their applause; till 
at last they came to mutual reproaches, and threw the whole 
theatre into the utmost disorder. Cicero being informed of 
the disturbance, came and called the people to the temple of 
Bellona, where, partly by reproof, partly by lenient applica- 
tions, he so corrected them, tnat they returned to the tneatre^ 
loudly testified their approbation of Otho's conduct, and 
strove with the knights which should do him the most honour. 

Catiline's conspiracy, which at first had been intimidated and 
discouraged, began to recover its spirits. The accomplices 
assembled, and exhorted each other to begin their operations 
with vigour, before the return of Pompey, who was said to be 
already marching homewards with his forces. But Catiline's 
chief motive for action, was the dependence he had on Sylla's 
veterans. Though these were scattered all over Italy, the 
greatest and most warlike part resided in the cities of Etru- 
ria, and in idea were plundering and sharing the wealth of 
Italy a^ain. They had Manlius for their leader, a man who 
had served with great distinction under Sylla ; and now en- 
tering into Catiline's views, they came to Rome to assist in 
the approaching election; for he solicited the consulship again, 
and had resolved to kill Cicero in the tumult of that assembly. 

The gods seemed to presignify the machinations of these 
incendiaries by earthquates, munders and apparitions. There 
were also intimations from men, true enough in themselves, but 
not sufficient for the conviction of a person of Catiline's qua- 
lity and power. Cicero, therefore, aajourned the day of elec- 
tion; and having summoned Catiline before the senate, exa- 
mined him upon the informations he had received. Catiline 
believing there were many in the senate who wanted a change, 

* About fbnr yeara before, tinder tbe consu\ftVk\p clYtto«xAGiVi^Ttf^ '^'^^ 
Otbo was not thien praetor; be waa tribune. 
Vol.. IV. 
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and at the same time being desirous to show his resolution to 
his accomplices who were present, answered with a calm firm- 
ness, — ^^ As there are two bodies, one of which is feeble ami 
decayed, but has a head; the other strone and robust, buty 
is without a head ; what harm am I doin^, u I give a head to^ 
thft ^9dy ^hflt: wnntu it?" . By. these-emgmatical exjfH'essions/^ 
Tie meant the senate and the people ; consequently Cicero was 
-sLill iiAUie alai nigir.^''7 ?fl the day of election^ hf put, nj i a g nat 
^ of mail ;^he prin cipal persona in Rome eonHnofp^^ hi P\fa>P ^ 
Hjr hij,fe ouse7 and gre at numbcra-fl fctfig^outh attended him to 

sho wed part o f the coa t. of. mitil, on pui^iose to pqint. out his 
d2^£l^. The people were incensed, and immediately gather- 
ed about him ; the consequence of which was, that Cs^iline 
^^1 thrft^P 0"^ ^g"'"? and Silanus and JVlur ena ch6 sen gon- 

snlg] -— ' — - ■ — *- 

Not long after this, when the veterans were assembling for 
Catiline in Etruria, and the day appointed for carrying the 
plot into execution approached, three of the first and greatest 
personages in Rome, Marcus Crassus, Marcus Marcellus, and 
Metellus Scipio, went and knocked at Cicero's door about 
midnight ; and having called the porter, bade him awake his 
master, and tell him who attended. Their business was this : — 
Crassus' porter brought him in a packet of letters after supper, 
which he had received from a person unknown. They were 
directed to diiSerent persons, and there was one for Crassus 
himself, but without a name. T his onlyJErs^s us read j and 
whe n he fo un d that it infor med hl!ILoi!iuyc eat mass acre In- 
t ended by Cati linej ftrifflyarned- BMi. tgret j re nut-of-the mty, 
h^dij-t rotnopeftA e j;est^ but immedialety weiii' to jvaitjon'^ 
QicfiK): fp^ V'"'' wa s not only t errified at the im pending-dap ger, 
butJie. had some s uspicions toj^mJove. whicKSS-afHsen -from 
hia-acquauitancejsmtCatiUn^ Cicero, having consulted with 
them what was proper to be done, assembled the senate at break 
of day, and delivered the letters according to the directions, 
desiring, at the same time, that they might be read in public 
They all gave the same account of the conspiracy. 

Quintus Arrius, a man of prsBtorian dignity, moreover, in- 
formed the senate of the levies that had l}een made in Etru- 
ria, and assured them that Manlius, with a considerable force, 
was hovering about those parts, and only waiting for news ol 
an insurrection in Rome. On these informations, the senate 
made a decree, by which all afiaii*s were committed to the 
consuls, and they were empowered to act in the manner tbey 
should think best for the preservation of the commonwealth. 
This is an edict which the senate seldom issue, and never but 
j'n some great and imminent dans^igr* 
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When Cicero was invested with this power, he commit^ 
ted the care of things without the city to Quintus Metellus, 
and took the direction of all within to himself. He made his 
appearance every day, attended and guarded hy such a multi- 
tude of people, that they filled great part of the forum. Cati- 
line, unable to bear any longer delay, determined to repair to 
Manlius and his army; and ordered Mareius-and-Ceth^us to 
take their swords, and go to Cicero^s house early in the morn- 
ing, where, under pretence of paying their compliments, they 
were to fall upon him, and kill him« < ^t Fulvia, a woman of 
quality, went to Cicero in the nipht, toinl& Tffi him prEis dan- 

As soon as it was light, the assassins came, and be- 
uie denied entrance, they grew very insolent and clamorous, 
which made them the more suspected. 

Cicero went out afterwards, and assembled the senate in the 
temple of Jupiter Stator^ which stands at the entrance of the 
Via Sacra, in the way to the Palatine hill. Catiline came 
among the rest, as with a design to make his defence; but 
there was not a senator who would sit by him; they all left 
the bench he had taken ; and when he began to speak, they in- 
terrupted him in such a manner, that he could not be heard. 

At length, Cicero rose up, and commanded him to depart 
the city: — ^^ For," said he, " while I employ only words, and 
you weapons, there should at least be walls between us." Cati- 
line, upon this, immediately marched out with three hundred 
men, well armed, and with ihe faeces and other ensigns of au- 
thority, as if he had been a lawful magistrate. In this form 
he went to Manlius, and having assembled an army of twenty 
thousand men, he marched to me cities, in order to persuade 
them to revolt Hostilities being jthus openly commenced, 
Antony, Cicero's colleague, was sent against Catiline. 

Such as Catiline had corrupted, and uiought proper to leave 
in Rome, were kept together, and encouragea by Cornelius 
Lentulus, sumamed Sura, a man of noble birth, but bad life. 
He had been expelled'dhe senate for his debaucheries, but was 
then praetor the second time; for that was a customary quali- 
fication, when ejected persons were to be restored to their 
places in the senate.* As to the surname of Sura, it is said to 
nave been given on this occasion: — ^When he was quaestor in 
ihQ time of Sylla, he had lavished away vast sums of the public 
money. Sylla, incensed at his behaviour, demanded an ac- 
count of him in full senate. Lentulus came up in a very care- 
less and disrespectful manner, and said, — ^^ I have no account 

* When a Roman senator was expelled, an a»^(NXl\xsM»L^.^n\^ra^.ws^c^^ 
waa a suffic^t qoalifioatkn for him to reBiinie ma mbI* — Dioiu V :kxx^^ 
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to give, but I present you with the calf of my leg;'' which was 
a common expression among the boys, when they missed theii* 
«troke at tennis. Hence he had the surname oi Sura j which 
is the Roman word for the calf of the leg. Another time, be- 
ing prosecuted for some great offence, he corrupted the judges. 
When they had given their verdict, though he was acquitted 
only bv a majority of two, he said, — ^^ tie had put himself to 
a needless expense in bribing one of those judges; for it would 
have been sufficient to have nad a majority of one.'' 

Such was the disposition of this man, who had not only 
been solicited hy Catihne, but was moreover infatuated with 
vain hopes, which prognosticators and other impostors held 
up to him. They forged verses in an oracular form, and 
brought him them, as from the books of the Sybils. These 
lying prophecies signified the decree of fate, — ^^ That three of 
the Cornelii would be monarchs of Rome." They added, — 
" That two had already fulfilled their destiny, Cinna and Sylla ; 
that he was the third Cornelius whom the gods now offered 
the monarchy; and that he ought, by all means, to embrace his 
high fortune, and not ruin it by delays, as Catiline had done." 

PTothing little or trivial now entered into the schemes of 
Lentulus. He resolved to kill the whole senate, and as many 
of the other citizens as he possibly could ; to burn the city ; 
and to spare none but the sons of Pompey, whom he intended 
to seize and keep as pledges of his peace with that general: 
for by this time it was strongly reported that he was on his 
return from his great expedition. The conspirators had fixed 
on a night during the feast of the Saturnalia, for the execu- 
tion of their enterprise. Thev had lodsred arms and combusti- 
ble matter in the house of Cethegus. 'fne v had divided Rome 
into a hundred parts, and pitched upon the same number of 
men, each of which was allotted his quarter to set fire to. As 
this was to be done by them all at the same moment, they 
hoped that the conflagration would be general; others were to 
intercept the water, and kill all that went to seek it. 

While these things were preparinp;^ thprft happftrted to hp. at 
Rome two ambassad ors from therAit8 Hroff9fl7"V^ation that 
hadJi»ocii iiiuLli u[j|)ivb ^ed by th e kQjnans» ai\dJwwffTery4mpa- 
[jflUiMiiili I JliMtFjnf( Til iiMllilTniil his party thought these 
ambassadors proper persons to raise commotions in Gaul, and 
bring that country to their interest, and therefore, made them 
pgrtnprg itjthft rnngpj^rupy V ^^**y Hkcwisc charged them with 
letters to utelrmnaglstrateS^ and to Catiline. To the Gauls 
they promised liberty, and they desired Catiline to enfranchise 
the slaves, and march immediately to Rome. Along with the 
sjTjbassadorSf they sent one Titus of Crotona, to carry the let- 
ters to Catiline. Bui the measures of these inconsiderate men. 
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irilo generally consulted npinijfainr ff?H f^TBr thf ir TTtnti, 
and in company with "^"^'^Tvvffirf' IT*^" i^;«»#*-iM>^ Ky ♦k^ ;>^- 




c ompany 

drfrti^le aUjgy»|»^^ aob^*' ^ildl ^ 

jg neTuur htrSmissaries in all parts ofthe city, to 
^ slep tiiey took; and he had, besides, a secret correspon- 
dence with many who pretended to join in the conspiracy; by. 
which means he got intelligence of their treating with those 
strangers. 

In consequence hereof, he laid an ambush for the Croto- 
nian in the night, and seized him and the letters; the ambas- 
sadors themselyes privately lending him their assistance.* 
£ariy in the morning he assembled the senate in the temple 
of Concord^ where he read the letters, and took the deposi- 
tions of the witnesses. Junius Silanus deposed, that several 
persons had heard Cethesus say, that three consuls and four 
praetors would very soon be killed. The evidence <rf Piso, a 
man of consular dignity, contained circumstances of the like 
nature. And Caius Sulpitius, one of the prsetors, who was sent 
to Cethegus' house, found there a great quantity of javelins, 
swords, poniards, and otiier arms, au new furbished. At last^ 
the senate jgiving the Crotonian a promise of indemnity, Len- 
tulus saW himself entirely detected, and laid down his office 
(for he was then prastor:} he put off his purple robe in the 
house, and took another more suitable to his present distress. 
Upon which, both he and his accomplices were delivered to 
the praetors^ to be kept in custody, but not in chains. 

By this time it grew late, and as the people were waiting 
without in ^eat numbers for the event oi the da;^, Cicero 
went out and gave them an account of it After which, they 
conducted him to the house of a friend who lived in his neigh- 
bourhood, his own being taken up with the women, who were 
then employed in the mysterious rites of the goddess^ whom 
the R omans c all Bona, or the Good^^nd the Greeks G^necea, 
^n annuaTiaSrifeffTS-^^ his 

wlfean d-mother g jiM the vestaT virg ins give their attendance. 
When Cicero Was retired to the apartments assighed'Mm7 wifli 
only a few friends, he be^an to consider what punishment he 
should inflict upon the criminals. He was extremely loth to 
proceed to a capital one, which the nature of their offence 




igant and severe use oi nis power -^ — ^, ^^^ "-:^--> 
were of the first families, and had powerful connections in ^ 
Rome. On the other side, if he gave them a more gentle chas-J^ 

''"Hiese ambassadors had been solicited by Umbrenus to VAslVsqa "^^^^^ 
Upon mature deliberation, tfaev thought it safest to a]6i&A Vr^ ^^Bib ' ^ ^ 
discorered te plot to Faaas Mfflga, the patioa oC 1^^ 
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tifeiifeliAfeiyt) tk 'SilQiaj^t n% nIMid still hk^B MAnralifijI^ 1^ fMf 
$rora i!h^6lh^ He 'knew lliat liiey would inei^ Vest With atiy 
iMng leo8 thftii deati^, hot Wbald rather break oet into the moAt 
#^M^M:e yilknieS) When their fonner wickedness Was rtiarto* 
ehed with an^r ahd resentment Besides^ he might himself 
he branded with Uie mark of timidity and weakness, and the 

^ fjttt har h r raiiflg Hf w a ft g"»"**r«>"y »■^ppn^nr^ ju^t .^ - ha v e mu ch 

Jv'cQ u i yg e. 

Ueiore Cicero could come to a resolution, the women who 
Were gteLCrificing ctoserved an extraordinary presage. When 
l!he fire on the altar seemed to be extinguished, a strong and 
Inight fiame suddenly broke out of the embers. The^ other 
women Were terrified at thejprodigy, but the vestal virgins or- 
dered Terentia, Cicero's wife, to eo to him immediately, and 
(sommand him fix)m them, — ^^JRQlflly ^ <^«^il^«« in;n.j»nn» y^^ 
t PfiPlinthe-Bep dc e rf hia cdiip^rvt because ^by goddesa^b y 




_ _ '' Terentia was by no means of a meek 

and timorous disposition, but had her ambition, and [as Cicero 
Inmself says) took a ereater share with him in politics, than 
she permitted him to iiave in domestic business. She now in- 
formed him of the prodigy, and exasperated him against the 
eriminals. His brother Quintus, and rublius Nigidius, one of 
his {>hi]osophiGal friends, whom he made great use of in the 
administration, strengthened him in the same purpose. 

Next day, the senate met to deliberate on the punishment 
6f the conspirators, and Silanus, being first asked nis opinion, 
gave it for sending them to prison, aud punishing them in the 
severest manner that was possible. The rest in their order 
agreed with him, till it came to Caius Caesar, who was after- 
Wards dictator. Caesar, then a young man, and just in the 
dawn of power, both in his measures and his hopes, was taking 
that roaa which hecontinued Jn,.till -he turned the Roman 
common weal fh i nto^. jmpnarchy . ._ This, was not observed by 
others, but Cicero had strong suspicions of him. He toot 
careTmfWever, noTto give Tiim'a sufficient handle against him 
Some say the consul had almost got the necessary proofs, and 
that Caesar had a narrow escape. Others assert, that Cicero 
purposely neglected the informations that might have been 
had against him, for fear of his friends and his creat interest: 
for, had Caesar been brought under the same predicament with 
the conspirators, it would rather have contributed to save than 
/-, to destroy them. 

CWhen it came to his turn to give jud^ent, he rose and de- 
clared, — ^^*Not for punishing mem capitally, but for confis- 
(Utting their estates, and lodging them in any of the towns of 
Italy that Cicero should pitcn uponj'wVvet^mey might be kept 
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la ^hmi till Cal^UBe w^ ^aqa^N^''^ Tf t^U f^mo% 
wbicli WM OA tbe mer^ol si^ and i«a|H?!Ai^ ijir^thtgiif^t «l0' 
quencQ by him wha gii^ it, Cioero lumsolf i^dded ns sm^l 
weight: fer ia his speech he gave the amiBOkentfli «t laree for 
both opinioBSy first ior the fonner, and alterwapdls ifor that of 
C»sar. A^d aU Cicero's friends, thinking it would be lesf 
invidious for him to avoid putting the criminals to death, wer^ 
for the latter seatence ; insomuch that even SilaPMs changed 
isides, and excused himself hy 8a;^ing that he did not mean 
Wpital punishment, for that imprisonment was the severest 
■WflMih a "imnp lianntor (iftyild Biiffijr 

The matter thus went on^ till it came to Lutatius C^itulu^ 
He declared for capital punishment^ and Cato supported hippi, 
expressing in strong terms his suspicions of Caesar; which so 
roused the spirit and indignation of the senate, that they made 
a decree for sending the conspirators to execution. Csbsst 
then opposed the confiscating tneir goods ; for he said it was 
unreasonable, when they rejected the mild part of his sentence, 
to adopt the severe. As the majority still insisted ^pon it, ne 
appealed to the tribunes. The tribunes, indeed, did not put 
in their prohibition, but Cicero himself gave up die point, and 
agreed thattbe goods^ahguld not beioj^ited* '^"^ 

After mis Cicero went aTQie liead of flie senate to the cri- 
minals, who were not all lodged in one house, but in those of 
the several praetors. First he tpok I^ntulus from the Palatine 
hill, and led him down the Via Siicra^ and through the middle 
of die /arum. The principal persons in Rome attended th^ 
consul on all sides, like a guard; the people stood silent at tfie 
horror of the scene ; and the youth looked on with fear and 
astonishment, as if they were initiated that day in some awful 
ceremonies of aristocratic power. When he had passed the 
forunif and was come to tne prison, he delivered Lentulus to 
the executioner. Afterwards he brought Cethegus, and all 
the rest in their order, and they were put to death. In his 
return he saw others who were in the conspiracy standing 
thick in the forum. As these knew not the fate of their ring- 
leaders, they were waiting for night, in order to go to thwr 
rescue, for they supposed them yet alive. Cicero, therefore, 
called out to them aloud. They did live. The Romans, who 
choose to avoid all inauspicious words, in this manner express 
death. ^ "^*v^^ 

By this j ^ne it grew late, and as he passed through the /gry gj _^ 
to go to hisowi Th ouse, the people now aicTjnot conduct hirnl n a^ 

*Phitaxch seemi hera to intimate, that afker the defaal c& C^^io&sib "^raie?! 
might be pat apon their trial; but it apipeaia fKqDi€sSlio«\^lSDaXC«Mix\»^ 
ioch Jntflption- 
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iilent and orderly pMtnner, bat crowded to hiil hMrgJIflUotwI 7 





,^, ^x>^ greatest mcarn Roil _ 

itfggt- of whom had d istingulsRed" "themselves by sacceasfu' 
wars, led up triumphs, ana enlarged the empire both by sea 
and lan d. All these, in their discourse with each other as fhey 
went along, acknowledged that Rome was indebted to many 
^nerals and great men of that age for pecuniary acquisitions, 
lor rich spoils, for power, but for preservation and safety to 
Cicero alone, who had rescued her from so great and dreadful 
a danger. Not that his quashing the enterprise, and punish- 
ing the delinquents, appeared so extraordinary a thing ; but 
the wonder was, that he could suppress the greatest conspiracy 
that ever existed, with so little inconvenience to the state, 
without the least sedition or tumult: for many who had joined 
Catiline, left him on receiving intelligence of the fate of Len* 
tulus and Cethegus ; and that traitor giving Antonj battle 
with the troops that remained, was destroyed with his whole 
army. 

* Yet some were displeased with this conduct and success of 
Cicero, and inclined to do him all possible injury. At the 
head of this faction were some of the magistrates for the en- 
suing year ; Caesar, who was to be prsetor, and Metellus and 
i5estia tribunes.t These last entering upon their office a few 
days before that of Cicero's expired, would not suffer him to 
address the people. They placed their own benches on the 
rostroy and only gave him permission to take the oath upon 
layine down his office,^ after which he was to descend imme- 
diately. Accordingly, when Cicero went up, it was expect^ 
that he would take the customary oath; but silence being 
made, instead of the usual form, he adopted one that was new 
and singular. The purport of it was, that " He had saved his 
country, and preserved the empire ;*' and all the people joined 
in it. 
This exasperated Caesar, and the tribunes still more, and 

* niuminatioDs are of high aDtiquitjr*^ \They came originally from the noc- 
tnmal celebration of religious mysteneB, and on that account carried the idea 
of veneratioa and respect with Uienk 

t Bestia went out of office on the eighth of December. Metellus and Sez« 
tius were tribunes. 

} The consuls took two oaths; one, on entering into their office, that they 
would aet Bocotdingto the laws; and the other, on quitting it, that they had 
MuH Mcted coninary to th% Jawa 
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fhejr endeayouTed to create him new tronbles. Among othet 
things, they proposed a decree for calling Pompey home with 
his army, to suppress the despotic power of Cicero. It wa$ 
hi^py for him, and for the whole commonwealth, that Gate 
was then one of the tribunes; for he opposed them with hn 
authority equal to theirs, and a reputation that was much 
greater, ana, consequently, broke their measures with ease. 
He made a set speech upon Cicero's consulship, and represent^- 
ed it in so glorious a light, that the highest honours were de*- 
creedhim, and he was called the father of his country; a 
mark of distinction which none ever gained before. Cato be- 
stowed that title on him before the people, and they confirmed 
it* 

His authority in Rome at that time was undoubtedly great; 
but he rendered himself obnoxious and burdensome to many, 
not by any ill action, but by continually praising and magni- 
fying himself. He never entered the senate, the assembly of 
the people, or the courts of judicature, but Catiline and Len<^ 
tulus were the burden of his sons. Not satisfied with this, hift 
writings were so interlarded witn encomiums on himself, that, 
though his style was elegant and delightful, his discourses 
were disgusting and nauseous to the reader; for the blemish 
stuck to him liKe an incurable disease. 

But though he had such an insatiable avidity of honour, he 
was never unwilling that others should have their share : for he 
was entirely free from envy; and it appears from his works 
that he was most liberal in his praises, not only of the ancients, 
but of those of his own time. Many of his remarkable say- 
ings, too, of this nature, are preserved. Thus, of Aristotle 
he said,"--^ That he was a river of flowing gold;'^ and of 
Plato's dialo^jues, — ^^ That if Jupiter were to speak, he would 
speak as he did.'' Theophrastus he used to call his ^^ particu- 
lar favourite;" and being asked which of Demosthenes' orar 
tions he thought the- best, he answered, — ^**The longest" 
Some who afiect to be zealous admirers of that orator, com- 
plain, indeed, of Cicero's saying in one of his epistles,-^ 
^ That Demosthenes sometimes nodded in his orations :" but 
they forgot the many great encomiums he bestowed on him ih 
the other parts of his works; and do not consider that he gave 
the title of Philippics to his orations against Mark Antony, 
which were the most elaborate he ever wrote. There was not 
one of his cotemporaries, celebrated either for his eloquence 
or philosophy, whose fame he did not promote, either hy 
speaking or writing of him in an advantageous manner. H!e 

*Q.Catiili28 was the fint who gave him tbetdlMd^ CvStfH «^ \xi^GraBA>'i»»» 
finned it befinv the people. 
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penuaded Csesar. when dictator^ to grant Cntijqiuiy the Peri-^ 
pstetiC) the freedom of Rome. He likewise nreyailed upon 
file council of ^^reopagtM to make out an order for desiring 
to remain at Athens, to instruct the youth, and not de- 



miye their city of such an ornament There are, moreovery 
letters of Cicero's to Herodes, and others to his son, in which 
he directs them to study philosophy under Cratippus. But he 
accuses Gorgias the rhetorician of accustoming nis son to a 
life of pleasure and intemperauce, and, therefore, forbids the 
young man his society. Amonj^t his Greek letters this, and 
another to Pelops the Byzantine, are all tiiat discover any 
ibinz of resentment His reprimand to Gorgias certainly was 
right and proper, if he was tne dissolute man that he passed 
for; but he betrays an excessive meanness in his expostula- 
tions with Pelops, for neglecting to procure him certain ho- 
nours from the city of Byzantium. 

These were the effects of his vanity. Superior keenness of 
expression, too, which he had at command, led him into many 
violations of decorum. He pleaded for Munatius in a certain 
cause, and his client was acquitted in consequence of his de- 
fenoe. Afterwards Munatius prosecuted Sabinus, one of Cice- 
ro's friends; upon which he was so much transported with 
anger, as to say, — ^^ Thinkest thou it was the merit of thy 
cause that savea thee, and not rather the cloud which I threw 
over thv crimes, and which kept them from the sight of the 
court?'^ He had succeeded in an encomium on Marcus Cras- 
sus from the rostrum; and a few days after as publicly re- 
proached him. "'What!" said Crassus, "did you not lately 




firmed, tiiat none of his family ever lived above threescore 
years; but afterwards wanted to contradict it, and said, — 
" What could I be thinking of when I asserted such a thing?" 
^ You knew," said Cicero, " that such an assertion would be 
very agreeable to the people of Rpme." Crassus happened one 
day to profess himself much pleased with that maxim of the 
Stoics,— ^* The good man is always rich."* "I imagine." 
said Cicero, "there is another more agreeable to you, ^all 
things belong to the prudent :^^ for Crassus was notoriously 
eovetous. Crassus had two sons, one of which resembled a man 
called Accius so much, that his mother was suspected of an 
intrigue with him. This young man spoke in the senate with 
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^Afu^ pmdeoce, or aaber witdom. 
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mat applause: and Cicero being asked what he thought of 
Sim, answerea in Greel^ Jixious Crassou.* When CSassus 
was goin^ to set out for Sjrria, he thought it better to leave 
Cicero his friend than his enemy, and, thereforci addressed 
him one day in an obliging manner, and told him he would 
come and sup with him. Cicero accepted the offer with equal 
politeness. A few days after, Vatinius likewise u)^iea to 
nim by his friends, and desired a reconciliation. ^ What!" 
said CTicero, ^^ does Vatinius too want to sup with me?" Such 
were his jests upon Crassus. Vatinius had scrophulous tu- 
mours in his neck; and one day when he was pleading Cicero 
called him a ^^ tumid orator." An account was once Drought 
Cicero that Vatinius was dead, which being afterwards con- 
tradicted, he said, — ^^ May vengeance seize the tongue that 
told the lie ?" When Caesar proposed a decree for distributing 
the lands in Campania among the soldiers, many of the sena- 
tors were displeased at it; and Lucius Gellius, in particular, 
who was one of the oldest of them, said, — ^^ That snail never 
be while I live." ^^ Let us wait a while then," said Cicero, 
" for Grellius requires no very long credit" There was one 
Octavius, who had it objected to him, that he was an African* 
One day, when Cicero was pleading, this man said he could 
not hear him. '^ That is somewhat strange," said Cicero, ^ lor 
vou are not without a hole in your ear."t When Metellus 
Nepos told him, — ^^ That he had ruined more as an evidence 




iputation of having given his father a poisoned 
cake, talking in an insolent manner, and threatening that Ci- 
cero should leel the weight of his reproaches, Cicero answer- 
ed, — ^^ I had much rather have them than your cake." Pub- 
lius Sestius had taken Cicero, among others, for his advocate, 
in a cause of some importance; and yet he would suffer no 
man to speak but himself. When it appeared that he would 
be acquitted, and the judges were giving their verdict, Cicero 
called to him, and said, — ^^ Sestius, make the best use of your 
time to-day, for to-morrow you will be out of office."t Fub- 
lius Cotta, who affected to be thought an able lawyer, though 
he had neither learning nor capacity, being called as a witness 
in a certain cause, declared, — ^< He knew nothing of the mat- 

* An ill-maonered pan, which sigfoifies either that the yonng man was 
worthy of Crassus, or that he was the son of Accitts. 

t A mark of slavery amongst some nations; hut the Africans wore pen- 
dants in their ears by way of ornaments. 

X Probably Sestius, not being a professed advocate, would iMA.\)AtioH^Rs<i^ 
to speak for any body else; ami, thereibie) Ckttco vinuDXl^DailVA^Df:^^^'^ 
dolge his iraiiil^ 10 ipeakiog for iuinaelf. 
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ter/' « Perhaps,'^ said Cicero, ^ jrou think I am aakii^ jrvm 
some question in law.'' MeteUos Nepos^ in some diffierenee 
with Cicero, often asking him,— ^ Who is jrour father?" he 
replied, ^ Your mother has made it much more difficult for 
you to answer that question:" for his mother had not the 
most unsullied reputation. This Metellus was himself a man 
of a light unbalanced mind. He suddenly quitted the tribu* 
nitial office, and sailed to Pompey in Syria ; and when he was 
there, he returned in a manner still more absurd. When his 
preceptor Philagrus died, he buried him in a pompous manner, 
and placed the figure of a crow in marble on his monument* 
** This," said Cicero, " was one of the wisest things you ever 
did ; for your preceptor has taught you rather to fly than to 
apeak."t Marcus Appius having mentioned, in the introduc- 
tion to one of his pleadings, that his friend had desired him 
to try every resource of care, eloquence, and fidelity in his 
cause, Cicero said, — ^^ What a hard-hearted man you are, not 
to do any one thing that your friend has desired of you!" 

It seems not foreign to the business of an orator, to use 
this cutting raillery against enemies or opponents: but his 
employing it indiscriminately, merely to raise a laugh, ren- 
dered him extremely obnoxious. To give a few instances,—^ 
He used to call Marcus Aquiliusy Adrastus, because he had 
two sons-in-law who were both in exilcj Lucius Cotta, a 
great lover of wine, was censor when Cicero solicited tiie 
consulship. Cicero, in the course of his canvass, happening 
to be thirsty, called for water, and said to his friends who 
stood round him as he drank, — ^* You do well to conceal me, 
for you are afraid that the censor will call me to account for 
drinking water." Meeting Voconius one day with three 
daughters, who were very plain women, he cried out,-^ 

On this conception Phcebus never smil'd.^ 

Marcus Gellius, who was supposed to be of servile extrac- 
tion, happening to read some letters in the senate with a loud 
and strong voice, — ^*^ Do not be surprised at it," said Cicero^ 
^' for there have been public criers m his family." Faustus^ 
the son of Sylla the dictator, who had proscribed great num- 
bers of Romans, having run deep in debt, and wasted great 
part of his estate, was obliged to put up public bills for the 

* It was usual amonff the ancients to place emfolernatic figures on Uie monu- 
ments of the dead; and these were either such instruments as represented the 
profession of the deceased, or such animals as resembled them in disposition. 

t Alluding to the celerity of his expeditiooB. 

% Because Adrastus had married bis dau^ters to Eteodes and Polymcesi 
who were exiled* 

/-^ reiw of /Sqpliodes, q>eakiDg of Lora th^ 
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ide of it Upon which Cicero saidi-^-^ I like tiiese bills much 
better than his father's.'^ 

Many hated him for these keen sarcasms ; which encouraged 
Clodius and his faction to form their schemes andnst him. 
The occasion was this: — Clodius, who was of a noble family, 
young and adventurous, entertained a passion forPompeia tne 
wife of Caesar. This induced him to get privately into the 
house, which he did in the habit of a female musician. The 
women were oflfering in Caesar's house that mysterious sacri« 
fice which is kept from the sight and knowledge of man. But 
though no man is suffered to assist in it, Clodius, who was very 
young, and had his face yet smooth, hoped to pass through 
the women to Pompeia undiscovered. As he entered a great 
house in the nieht, ne was puzzled to find his way; and one 
of the women belonring to Aurelia, Caesar's motner, seeing I 
him wandering up and down, asked him his name. Beingnow ' 
forced to speak, ne said he was seeking Abra, one of rom- 
peia's maias. The woman, perceiving it was not a female | 
voice, shrieked out, and called the matrons together. They i 
immediately made fast the doors, and, searching the whole / 
house, found Clodius skulking in the apartment of the maid 
who introduced him. -^— ^ 

As the affair made a great noise, Caesar divorced Pompeia, 
and prosecuted Clodius for that act of impiety. Cicero was 
at that time his friend ; for during the conspiracy of Catiline, 
he had been read v to give him all the assistance in his power, 
and even attended as one of his guards. Clodius insisted in 
his defence, ttiat he was not then at Rome, but at a consider- 
able distance in the country. But Cicero attested that he came 
that very day to his house, and talked with him about some 
particular business. Tiiis was, i ndeed, matter of fact; yet 
probably it was not so much tne Influence of truth, as the ne- 
cessity of satisfying his wife Tarentia that induced him to de- 
clare it Sh^ hated Clodius ona£C(uint.pf his^ siater.Clodia; 
for she was perauad edyJhat-tirtrtTady wanted to get Cicero for 
her inisband ; and that die mana^cTthe design by one Tullus. 
As Tullus was an tntimatefnend df XJicero% and likewise 
constantly paid his court to Clodia, who was nis neighbour, 
that circumstance strenjgthened her suspicions. Besides, Ta- 
rentia was a woman ot an imperious temper, and, having an 
ascendant over her husband, she put him upon giving evidence 
a^nst Clodius. Many other persons of honour alleged against 
him the crimes of perjury, oifraud, of bribing the people, and 
corrupting the women. Nay, Lucullus brought his maid- 
servants to prove that Clodius had a criminal commerce with 
his own sister, who was the wife of thatTio\A<^isi^Ti. 'YVcA^^sa. 
the youngest of the sisters; and it waa |pik«w3X^ \s»^^«^^^ 
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had eonnectioM of ^ttie saxDe kind witk Us other sisters; ^>M 
of which, named Tertia, was married to Martios B«x; and 
the odier^ Clodia, to Metellus Cetmr. The latter was eaUed 
QuadrantariOj because one of her lovers palmed upon her a 
parse of raaall brass money, instead of silver; the smallest brass 
ocHn bein^ called a Quadrana. It was on this sister's account 
that Clodius was most censured. As the people set themselves 
both agjainst the witnesses and the prosecutors, the judges were 
so ternfied, that thev thought it necessanr to place a guard 
about the court; and most of them confounded the letters 
upon the tablets.* He seemed, however, to be acquitted by 
the majority; but it was said to be through pecuniary applica- 
tions. Hence, Catulus, when he met the judges, said — ^ You 
were rieht in desiring a guard for vour defence; for you were 
afraid that somebody would take the monev from you.'' And 
when Clodius told Cicero, that the jud^ did not give credit 
to his deposition,—^* Yes," said he, " fwe-and-twenty of them 
believed me, for so many condemned you; nor did the other 
thirty believe you, for they did not acquit you till they had 
received your money." As to Csesar, when he was called 
upon he gave no testmiony a^nst Clodius; nor did he affirm 
that he was certain of any injury done his bed. He only 
sai*i, — ^ He had divorced rompeia, because the wife of Caesar 
ought not only to be clear of such a crime, but of the very 
^spicion of it" 

After Clodius had escaped this danger, and was elected tri- 
bune of the people, he immediately attacked Cicero^ and left 
^either cirimmstance nor perso n untried to ruin hifli. He 
gained the people by laws that flattered their inclinations, and 
uie consuls by decreeing them large and wealthy provinces ; 
for Piso was to have Macedonia, and Gabinius Syria. He 



gistered many mean and indi^nt persons as citizens; and 
armed a number of slaves for his constant attendants. QLihe 
^ grea t triumvirate^ Crassug . wsa.^^ avowed jenemy to Cicero. 
Po mpey iriai fletgiitlylxaressed b an a Cxeaar was 

g o ing to s e t' gffrMp^" ^U *^ifp *'Jit'^';.t^ fi^"^/ Though the lat- 
ter was nofKis friend, but ratheFsuspected of enmity since the 
affiur of Catiline, it was to him that he a})plied.' The favour 
he asked of him was, that he would take him as his lieutenant: 
and Cassar granted itt Clodius, perceiving that Cicero would 
by this means get out of the reach of his tribunitial power, 
pretended to be inclined to a reconciliation. He threw most 
of the blame of the late difference on Terentia; and spoke al 

* See'tbe note on the parallel paiaage in the Life of Caesar. 

f Cioeiv aay» that Ibis lieutenancy was a Yoluntary offer of C8Mar*s.— 2^ 



dictivtiy innffined, but as <me biend xnSght eomplaiA of ano^ 
tiler. TIh» yemdved Cieek^d^i Smm bo entirety,* that he gave 
up the lietfte&acncy which Cesar had indulged him with, and 
htffan %j attend to business as before. 
J Caesar xvas so much piqued at this proceeding, that he en- 
^ eouraeed Chxlius aninst him, and drew aS Pompej entirely 
from his interest He declared, too, before the people, that 
Cicero, m his opinion, had been guilty of a flagrant violation 
of all justice and law, in putting Lentulus and Cethegus to 
death without any form of trial. This was the charge which 
he was summoned to answer. Cicero then putting on mourn- 
ing, let his hair grow, and, with every token of distress, went 
ftjyniit to flnppUi*^f<^ fj)P. peop le. Clodius took care to meet 
hun every where m tne streets, with his audacious and inso- 
lent crew, who insulted him on his change of dress, and often 
disturbed his applications by pelting him with dirt and stones. 
However, almost all the equestrian order went into mourning 
with him ; and no fewer than twentv thousand young men, 
of the best fiaimilies, attended him with their hair dishevelled, 
and entreated the people for him. Afterwards the senate met, 
with an intent to decree that the people should change their 
habits, as in time of public mourning. But as the consuls 
opposed it, and Clodius beset the house with his armed band 
of ruffians, many of the senators ran out, rending their gar- 
ments, and exclaiming against the outrage. 

But this spectacle excited neither compassion nor shame ; 
and it appeared that Cicero must either go to exile, or decide 
the dispute with the sword. In this extremity he applied to 
Pompey for assistance ; but he had purposely absented him- 
self, and remained at his Alban villa. C icero fir^ t fipnfr^if 
'n-in4aw^is^^ 

Snlpey wSsmformed of his arri val, he co ul Jliot]5ear fb look 
him oathfiJace. — He was uoiift)Uiided at the'thought oF an iri- 
terviewwith his injured friend, who had fought such batties 
for him, and rendered him so many services m the course of 
his administration. Rfrh^hfting nnw snn-in-law Jq Caesar, h^ 
sacrificed his former rffligations to that connection, and went 
ou^gtjcfaa ek doary ^e-avDrd^lris-presenQe. • - • 

"CiceroP^us "betray ednnd-dcsetled, had recourse to the 
consuls. Grabinius always treated him rudely; but Fiso be- 
haved with some civility. He advised him to withdraw from 
the torrent of Clodius' rage, to bear this change of the times 

• 

* It does not appear tbat Cicero was influenced by tia&cao&nKX^^^^^^^ 
he had always expressed am indifference to libe ^aeaXfi^^aDiC^ ^^aX^^w^^ ^Ssska. 
to him l»y Caesar.— j^ adML 1. iL o. 18. 
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with patience^ and to be once more the Mtviouf of his eoantrjr 
which for his sake was in all this trouble and eommotion. 

After tlus answer^^ Cicero consulted with his friends. Lu- 
eullus advised him to stay, and assured him he would be vic- 
torious. Otiiers were of opinion, that it was best to fly, be- 
cause the people would soon be desirous of his return, when 
thejr were weary of the extravagance and madness of Clodius. 
He approved of this last advice ; and taking a statue of Mi- 
nerva, "which he had long kept in his house with great devo- 
tion, he carried it to the Capitol, and dedicated it tnere, with 
this inscription : — to minerva, the protectbess of romx. 
About mianight he privately quitted the city; and, with some 
friends who attended to conduct him, took his route on foot 
though Lucania, intending to pass from thence to Sicily. 

It was no sooner known that he was fled, than Clodius pro- 
cured a decree of banishment against him, which prohibited 
him fire and water, and admission into any house within five 
hundred, miles of Jtalv. But such was the veneration the peo- 
ple had for Cicero, that in ^neral there was no rej^d paid 
to the decree. They showed him every sort of civuity, and 
conducted him on nis way with the most cordial attention. 
Only at Hipponium, a city of Lucania, now called Vibo, one 
Yibius, a native of Sicily, who had particular obligations to 
him, and, among other things, had an appointment under him 
when consul, as surveyor of the works, now refused to admit 
him into his house ; but, at the $ame time, acquainted him that 
he would appoint a place in the country for his reception. And 
Caius Virginius,* tne prsBtor of Sicily, though indebted to 
Cicero for considerable services, wrote to forbid him entrance 
into that island. 

Discouraged at these instances of ingratitude, he repaired 
to Brundusium, where he embarked lor Dyrrhachium. At 
first he had a favourable sale, but the next day the wind turn- 
ed about and drove him back to port He set sail, however, 
again, as soon as the wind was fair. It is reported, that when 
he was going to land at Dyrrhachium, there happened to be an 
earthqu^e, and the sea retired to a great distance from the 
shore. The diviners inferred that his exile would be of no 
long continuance, for these were tokens of a sudden change. 
Great numbers of people came to pay their respects to him ; 
and the cities of Greece strove which should show him the 

latest civilities; yet he continued dejected and disconso- 
Lte. Like a passionate lover, he often cast a longing look 
towards Italy, and behaved with a littleness of spirit which 
could not have been expected from a man that had enjoyed 

* Some coineB iMkTe it FirsUNM. 
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such opportunities of cultivation from letters and.|)hilo9ophy. 
Nay, he had often desired his friends not to call him an ora- 
tor, but a philosopher, because he had made philosophy his 
business,* and rhetoric only the instrument of his political 
operations. But opinion^ has great power to efface the tinc- 
tures of philosophy, and infuse the passions of the vul^ into 
the minds of statesmen, who have a necessary connection and 
commerce with the multitude ; unless they take care so to en- 
gage in every thing extrinsic, so as to attend to the business 
only, without imbibing the passions that are the common con- 
sequence of that business. 

After Clodius had banished Cicero, he burnt his villas, and 
his house in Rome; and on the place where the latter stood, 
erected a temple to Liberty. His goods he put up to auction, 
and the crier gave notice of it every day, but no buyer appear- 
ed. By these means he became formidable to the patricians ; 
and having drawn the people with him into the most audacious 
insolence and effrontery, he attacked Fompey, and called in 
question some of his acts and ordinances in the wars. As this 
exposed Ppmpey to some reflections, he blamed himself great- 
ly for abandoning Cicero, and, entirely changing his plan, took 
every means for effecting his return. As Glodius constantly 
opposed them, the senate decreed that no public business of 
any kind should be despatched by their boay, till Cicero was 
recalled. ^ 

In the consulship of Lentulus, the sedition increased ; some 
of the tribunes were wounded in ih^ forum; and Quintus, 
the brother of Cicero, was left for dead among the slain. The 
people began now to change their opinion; and Annius Milo, 
one of the tribunes, was the first who ventured to call Clodius 
to answer for his violation of the public peace. Many of the 
people of Rome, and of the neighbouring cities, joined Fom- 
pey; with whose assistance he drove Clodius out of the yb- 
rum^ and then he summoned the citizens to vote. It is said 
that nothing was ever carried among the commons with so 

freat unanimity; and the senate, endeavouring to give still 
igher proofs of their attachment to Cicero, decreed tnat their 
thanks should be given the cities which had treated him with 
kindness and respect during his exile; and that his town and 
country houses, which Clodius had demolished, should be re- 
built at the public charge.t 
Cicero returned sixteen months after his banishment; and 

^ Ao^a signify not only opimtm, but fiflory, Jame, and, by an easy figure, a 
pagsion for fame. The reader will choose which sense be thinks best. 

t The consuls decreed for rebuilding his house in Rome near 11 JKICiLn ^^st 
his Tuscan villa near 3,000il ; and for his Formiaji "viUa. ^XKraXXaa ^^«Q3^^ 
which Cicero called a very icanty estknate. 

Vol. IV. Q 11 
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ich joy was expressed by the cities, so much eagerness to 

leet nim by all ranks of people, that his own account of it is 
less than the truth, though he said, — ^' That Italy had brought 
on h%r nh^nlHftr^ fn ]^»T"ft^^^ Crassus, who was his enemy 
Eore his exile, now readily went to meet him, and was re- 
conciled. In Hiis, he said, ne was willing to oblige his son, 
Publius, who was a great admirer of Cicero. 

Not long after his return, Cicero taking his opportunity 
when ClocUus was absent,* went up with a great company to 
the Capitol, and destroyed the tribunitial tables, in which were 
recorded all the acts in Clodius' time. Clodius loudly com- 
plained of this proceeding; but Cicero answered: — ^^ lliat his 
a{>pointment as tribune was irrepilar, because he was of a pa- 
trician family, and, consequentnr, all his acts were invalia." 
Cato was displeased and opposed Cicero in this assertion : not 
that he praised Clodius; on the contrary, he was extremely 
offended at his administration; but he represented, — ^^ That it 
would be a violent stretch of prerogative, for the senate to 
annul so many decrees and acts, among which were his own 
commission, and his regulations at Cyprus and Byzantium." 
The difference which this Produced lletween Cato and Cicero, 
did not come to an absolute rupture; it only lessened the 
warmth of their friendship. 

After this, Milo killed Clodius; and being arraigned for the 
fact, he chose Cicero for his advocate. Trie senate fearing 
that the prosecution of a man of Mile's spirit and reputation, 
might produce some tumult in the city, appointed Pompey to 
preside at this and the other trials, and to provide both tor the 
peace of the city, and the courts of justice. In conseauence 
of which, he posted a body of soldiers in the forum before 
day, and secured every part of it This made Milo appre- 
hensive that Cicero would be disconcerted at so unusual a 
sight, and less able to plead. He, therefore, persuaded him to 
come in a* litter to the forumy and to repose himself there till 
the judges were assembled, and the court filled: for he was not 
only timid in war, but he had his fear when he spoke in public; 
and in many causes he scarce left trembling even in the height 
and vehemence of his eloc[uence. When he undertook to as- 
sist ia the defence of Lucmius Murena,t against the prosecu- 
tion of Cato, he was ambitious to outdo Hortensius, who had 
already spoken with great applause; for which reason he 
sat up all night to prepare himself: but that watching and 

* Cicero had attempted this once before, when Clodius was present; but 
Caius, the brother of Clodius, being praetor, by his means they were rescued 
out of the hands of Cicero. 
fMurenat bad retained three adrocates, Hortensius, Marcus Crassus, and 
Cj'cero, 
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application hurt him so much, that he appeared inferior to his 
rival. 

When he came oat of the litter to open the cause of Milo, 
and saw Fompey seated on high, as in a camp, and weapons 
glittering all around fhe/orumy he was so contounded that he 
could scarce besin his oration : for he shook, and his tongue 
faltered ; though Milo attended the trial with great courage, 
and had disdained to let his hair grow, or to put on mourning. 
These circumstances contributed not a little to his condemna- 
tion. As for Cicero, his trembling was imputed rather to his 
anxiety for his friend, than to any particular umidity. 

Cicero was appointed one of tne priests called Augqrs, in 
the room of young Crassus, who was killed in the Parthian 
war. Afterwards the province of Cilicia was allotted to him ; 
and he sailed thither with an army of twelve thousand foot, 
and two thousand six hundred horse. He had it in charge to 
bring Cappadocia to submit to king Ariobarzanes ; which he 
performed to the satisfaction of all parties, without having re- 
course to arms. And finding the Cilicians elated on the mis- 
carriage of the Romans in rarthia, and the commotions in 
Syria, he brought them to order by the gentleness of his go- 
vernment He refused the presents which the neighbouring 
Erinces offered him. He excused the province from finding 
im a public table, and daily entertained at his own charge 
Eersons of honour and learning, not with magnificence indeed, 
ut with elegance and propriety. He had no porter at his gate, 
nor did any man ever find him in bed; for he rose earlv in 
the morning, and kindly received those who came to pay their 
court to him, either standing or walking before his door. We 
are told that he never caused any man to be beaten with rods, 
or to have his garments rent;* never gave opprobrious lan- 
guage in his anger, nor added insult to punishment. He re- 
covered the public money which had been embezzled, and en- 
riched the cities with it At the same time, he was satisfied, 
if those who had been guilty of such frauds, made restitution, 
and fixed no mark of intamy upon them. 

He had also a taste of war; for he routed the bands of rob« 
bers that had possessed themselves of Mount Amanus, and 
was saluted by his army Imperator on that accountt Ca&ci- 

* This mark of ignominy was of great antiquity:— "Wherefore Hanun 
took David's servants, and shaved (uf one-half of their beards, and cut off 
their garments to the middle, even to their buttocks, and sent them away." — 
2 Sam, X. 4. 

t He not only received this mark of distinction, but public thanksgivings 
were ordered at Rome for his success j and the people went ^«ks \» ^^«s«». 
faim a triumph. His services, therefore, rnxuitYKKTcOoeeii c«^«aftBlsWvfc^ -ssA. 
Platarch seems to mention them too B\ig\iUy . 
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lius* the orator, haying desired him to seud him some panthers 
from Cilicia for his games at Rome, in his answer he could not 
forbear boasting of his achievements. He said, — " There ' 
were no panthers left in Cilicia. Those animab, in their vexa- 
tion to find that they were the only objects of war, while every 
thing else was at peace, were fled into Caria.^' 

In his return from his province, he stopped at Rhodes, and 
afterwards made some stay at Athens ; which he did with 
ereat pleasure, in remembrance, of the conversations he had 
formerly had there. He had now the company of all that 
were most famed for erudition; and visited his former frienlts 
and acquaintance. After he had received all due honours and 
marks of esteem from Greece, he passed on to Rome, where 
he found the fire of dissension kindled, and every thing tend- 
ing to a civil war. 



'^^ When the senate decreed him a triumph, he said, — ^' He 
/ had rather follow Caesar's chariot-wheels m his triumph, if a 
\ reconciliation could be efiected between him and Pompey.^' 
And in private he tried everv healing and conciliating me- 
\ thod, by writing to Caesar, andf entreating Pompey. Alter it 
\ came to an open rupture, and Caesar was on his march to 
\ Rome, Pompey did not choose to wait for him, but retired, 
I with numbers of the principal citizens in his train. Cicero 
\ did not attend him in his flignt; and, therefore, it was believed 
that he would join Caesar. It is certain that he fluctuated 
greatly in his opinion, and was in the utmost anxiety : for he 
says, in his epistles, — ^* Whither shall I turn ? — Pompey has 
the more honourable cause ; but Caesar manages his aflairs 
with the greatest address, and is most able to save himself and 
his friends.^ In ihnrtj I^now whom to avoid , but not whom 
twfeefcr^ At last, one Tirebatius, a friend of'Ca55af*s, signi- 
fied to him by letter, that Caesar thought he had reason to 
reckon him of his side, and to consider nim as partner of his 
hopes. But if his age would not permit it, he might retire into 
Greece, and live there in tranquillity, without any connection 
with either party. Cicero was surprised that Caesar did not 
write himself, and answered angrily, — " That he would do 
nothing unworthy of his political character.'' Such is the 
account we have of the matter in his epistles. 

However, upon Caesar's marching for Spain, he crossed the 
sea, and repaired to Pompey. His arrival was agreeable to 
the generality; but Cato blamed him privately for taking this 
measure : — " As for me," said he, " it would have been wrong 
to leave that party which I embraced from the beginning ; but 

*JVbt Ceecilim, hut Cielius. Ho was then sedile, and wanted the panthe^^ 
/or bis public ahown% 
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you might hflvftligftn mwoh mftr e serviceable to yo ur eounfary 
and" y o ur frlc figSTTf you had staid lit Rome, and accommo- 
1 1 11 1 1 1 1 1 JM 1 1 1 1 M w I ( < i M ji ! 1 1 1 tf „ ) V h^^ f as no w,^j H 4rivuu L an y reason 
or n6$esaitjVjrotrEaye declared yourself an enemy to Csesar, 
and aro eomo -to-shafe in the danger with which you had no- 

r^jPhese arguments made Cicero change his opinion, especially 
/ when he found that Pia npey did not emp loy him ufion. ftny 
/considerable service. It Ts true, no one war6rbe"Qamed for 
^wiis but himself; for he made no secret of his repenting. He 
disparaged Pompey's preparations; he insinuated his di slike^ 
of his^ounigfelsj, and never spared hHjgntii npnn big ffillliptgjj^V 
was not, indeed,Tncline3 ~tu laagtrmmself; on the contrary, 
he walked about the camp with a very solemn countenance; 
but he often made others laugh, though they were little in- 
clined to it. Perhaps it may not be amiss to give a few in- 
stances : — ^When Domitius advanced a man who had no turn 
for war, to the rank of captain, and assigned for his reason, 
that he was an honest and prudent man, — ^^ Why then," said 
Cicero, " do you not keep him for j5overnor to your children?" 
When some were commending Theophanes the Lesbian, who 
was director of the board of works, for consoling the Rho- 
dians on the loss of their fleet, — ^^ See," said Cicero, " what 
il is to have a Grecian director !" When Csesar was success- 
ful in almost every instance, and held Pompey as it were be*- 
sieged, Lentulus said, — ^*^ He was informed mat Caesar's friends 
looked very sour." "You mean, I suppose," said Cicero, 
" that they are out of humour with him." One Martins, newly 
arrived from Italy, told them a report prevailed at Rome, that 
Pompey was blocked up in his camp : " Then," said Cicero, 
" you took a voyage on purpose to see it" After Pompey's 
defeat, Nonnius said, there was room yet for hope, for there 
were seven eagles left in the camp. Cicero answered, — ^^ That 
would be good encouragement, if we were to fight with jack- 
daws." When Labienus, on the strength of some oracles, in- 
sisted that Pompev must be conqueror at last: " By this ora- 
cular generalship," said Cicero, " we have lost our camp.'^* — ^ 
After the battle of Pharsdia, (in which he was not present 
on account of his ill health,) and after tiie flight of Pompey, 
Cato, who had considerable forces, and a great fleet at Dyrrha- 
chtum, desired Cicero to take the command, because his con- 
sular dignity gave him a legal title to it. Cicero, however, 
not only declined it, but absolutely refused taking any farther 
share in the war. Upon which young Pompey and his friends 
called him traitor, orew their swords, and would certaiivl^ 
have despatched him, had not Cato int^T^CMeidL^^xA ^*n3c^«^^^ 
him out of the oampi 

11* 
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He got safe to Brondusium, and staid there some time in 
expectation of Caesar, who was detained by bis afiairs in Asia 
and Egypt When he heard that the conqueror was arrived 
at Tarentum, and designed to proceed from thence by land to 
Brundusium, he set out to meet him ; not without hope, nor 
yet without some shame and reluctance, at the thought of try- 
ing how he stood in the opinion of a victorious enemy, before 
80 many «yi»»^^gooo ^^'^ ^^ "^ nPira i^on, howev gr, <^ithpg-^<T^ 

' AHAafh hjs dignity. V?*'^^ 



hfthftlrThinn at annift pnnsidftrahlft jlistiJr.^J advancin_ 

the rent, than he dirimnnntP'dL an d ran t o embracelum : .^Cter 



]jmgsi. He continued to treat him with great Tmdnes^ ani 
respect; insomuch that when he had written an encomium on 
Cato, which bore the name of that great man, Caesar in his 
answer, entitled J^nti-CatOj praised ooth the eloquence and 
conduct of Cicero, and said he greatly resembled Pericles and 
Theramenes. 

When Quintus Li^arius was prosecuted for bearing arms 
against Caesar, and Cicero had undertaken to plead his cause, 
CJaesar is reported to have said, — ^* Why may we not give our- 
selves a pleasure, which we have not enjoyed so long, that of 
hearing Cicero speak; since I have already taken my resolq- 
tion as to Ligarius, who is clearly a bad man, as well as my 
enemy?" But he was greatly moved when Cicero began; and 
his speech, as it proceeded, had such a variety of pathos, so 
irresistible a charm, that his colour changed; and it was evi- 
dent that his mind was torn with conflicting passions. At last, 
when the orator touched on the battle of Pnarsalia, be was so 
extremely aflected, that his whole frame trembled, and he let 
drop some papers out of his hand. Thus conquered by the 
force of eloquence, he acquitted J^gacius. 
/--^TTie commonwealth being changed into a monarchy, Cicero 
/ withdrew from the scene of public business, and bestowed his 
/ leisure on the young men who were desirous to be instructed 
V inj^hHosophy. As these were of the best families, by his in- 
lEeresf^tn them he once more obtained great authority in , 
Rome. He made it his business to compose and translate 
pjlilnf^nphiml ditilof^UES , and to render the Greek l^riP*^ ^^ l^y ^ 
• aj]ji-Oat ural ph iJosot Ay in tfie Koman lanj ua^eTfor it is said, 
that heTirst, oTpriiicipaUy, at least, gaveXatm terms for these 
Greek words, piantasia, imagination; syncatathesis, accent, 
epoche, doubt; catalepsis, comprehension; atomos, atom; 
ameres, indivisible; kenon, void; and many other such terms 
in science; contriving either by metaphorical expression, or 
strict traDshtionf to make thegLJatfeUigi ble and fain iliatJ.Qjhe 
Bomans, His ready turn for poetry Oi^rded him amusement; 
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for, we are told, when he was intent upon it, he could make 
five hundred verses in one night As in this period he spent 
most of his time at his Tusculan villa, he wrote to his friends, 
— ^^ That he led the life of Laertes ;" either bjr way of raillery, 
as his custom was, or from an ambitious desire of public em- 
ployment, and discontent in his present situation. Be that as 
it may, he rarely went to Rome, and then only to pay his court 
to CjEsar. He was always one of the first to vote him addi- 
tional honours, and forward to say something new of him and 
his actions. Thus, when Caesar ordered rompey's statues, 
which had been pulled down, to be erected again, Uicero said, 
— " That by this act of humanity in setting up Pompey's sta- 
tues, he had established his own." 

It is reported that he had formed a design to write the his- 
tory of his own country, in which he would have interwoven 
many of the Grecian afiairs,and inserted not only their speeches, 
but fables. But he was prevented by many disagreeable cir- 
cumstances, both public and private, into most of which he 
brought himself by his own indiscretion: for, in the first place, 
he divorced his wife Terentia. The reasons he assigned were, 
that she had neglected him during the war, and even sent him 
out without necessaries. Besides, after his return to Italy, she 
behaved to him with little regard, and did not wait on him 
during his long stay at Brundusium. Nay, when his daughter, 
at that time very young, took so long a journey to see him, 
she allowed her but an indifferent equipage, and insuflicient 
supplies. Indeed, according to his account, his house was 
become naked and empty through the many debts which she 
had contracted. These were the most specious pretences for 
the divorce. Terentia, however, denied all these charges; 
and Cicero himself made a full apology for her by marrying a 
younger woman not long after. T erentia said,> h^ ^:Qokiie r 
jj^v%\y for her bea uty; ^it biMtffd mnn Tyr" a^firnria-p-ibnt 
Jlfi npTJ'^d b^p -^^'^h^r w^ptt bj \^?^ it "flight «"n^^" ^f"* *» p^y - 
hisui^ts. She was, indeed, very rich, and her fortune was in 
the hands of Cicero, who was left her guardian. As his debts 
were great, his friends and relations persuaded him to marr 
the young lady,' notwithstanding the disparity of years, an 
satisfy his creditors out of her fortune.* 

Antony, in his answer to the Philippics, taxes him with 
" repudiating^ wife with whom he was grown old ;"* and ral- 
lies nim on account of his {perpetually keeping at home, like a 
man either unfit for business or war. « Not long after* this 
match, his daughter^[ll2llia, who, after the death of Piso, had 
married Lentulus, died in ctuldhfid* The philosophers gasc^ 

* Gmro was tlMBi ^xtjf-tifQ-^ 
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from all parts to comfort him : for his loss affected him ex- 
tremely ; and he even put away his new bride, because she 
seemed to ^j^i (^f a^^^ « ^ A r» t h n VTuU l^ In this posture were 
Cicero's domestic affairs. 
/*-^s to those of the public, he had no share in the conspiracy 

Vagainst nflftaar^ thnngh )^f> was nnft o TRnitP*' partj^n^ar friftnHs; 

and no mail was more uneasy under the new establishment, or 
more desirous of having the commonwealth restored. Possi- 
bly they feared his natural deficiency of courage, as well as 
his time of life, at which the boldest begin to droop. After 
the work was done by Brutus and Cassius, the friends of Caesar 
assembled to revenge his death; and it was apprehended that 
Rome would again oe plunged in civil wars. Antony, who 
was consul, ordered a meeting of the senate, and made a short 
speech on the necessity of union. But Cicero expatiated in a 
manner suitable to the occasion, and persuaded the senate, in 
imitation of the^A tbwiiangj to jias8jL,gfia eial ainuesty as to all 

thfl ^ haH h<^ .n H one ag ain§tXIj *Wm, aud tO^^^**<^ prntrinn^^r tn 

^Br utus and Cassiu s. 

*None oi these things, however, took effect: for the people 
were inclined to pity on this event; and when they beheld the 
dead body of Caesar carried into the forum^ where Antony 
showed tnem his robe stained with bloody and pierced on all 
sides with swords, they broke out into a transport of rage, 
They sought all over the ybrwm for the actors in that tragedy, 
and ran with lighted torches to burn their houses. By their 
precaution they escaped this danger ; but as they saw others 
no less considerable impending, they left the city. 

Antony, elated with this advantage, became formidable to 
all the opposite party, who supposed that he would aim at no- 
thing less than aosolute power; but Cicero had particular rea- 
son to dread him ; for, being sensible that Cicero's weight in 
the administration was established again, and of his strong at* 
tachment to Brutus, Antony could hardly bear his presence. 
Besides, there had long been some jealousy and dislike be- 
tween them on account of the dissimilarity of their lives. Ci- 
cero, fearing the event, was inclined to go with Dolabella into 
Syria, as his lieutenant. But afterwards Hirtius and Pansa, 
who were to be consuls after Antony, persons of great merit, 
and good friends to Cicero, desired him not to leave them ; 
and promised, with his assistance, to destroy Antony. Cicero, 
without depending much on their scheme, gave up that of go- 
ing with Dolabella, and agreed with the consuls elect to pass 
the summer in Athens, and return when they entered upon 
their office. 
Accordingly, he embarked for that place without taking any 

principal Soman along with Yam. BotViVs ^oyajga being acci- 
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dentally retarded, news was brought from Rome, (for he did 
not choose to be without news,) that there was a wonderful 
change in Antony; that he took all his steps agreeably to the 
sense of the senate; and that nothing but his presence was 
wanting to bring matters to the best establishment He, there- 
fore, condemned his excessive caution, and returned to Rome. 

His first hopes were not disappointed. Such crowds came 
out to meet him, that almost a whole day was spent at the 
gates, and on his way home, in compliments and congratula- 
tions. Next day Antony convened the senate, and sent for 
Cicero ; but he kept his bed, pretending that he was indisposed 
with his journey. In reality, he seems to have beien afraid of 
assassination, in consequence of some hints he received by the 
way. Antony was extremely incensed at these suggestions^ 
ana ordered a party of soldiers either to bring him, or to burn 
his house in case of refusal. However, at the request of num- 
bers who interposed, he revoked that order, and bade them 
only bring a pledge from his house. 

After this, when they happened to meet, they passed each 
other in silence, and lived m mutual distrust Moaw ti mCj 



VQUiigJki3ar, arriving from Apollonia, put in his claim as 
neir to his uncle, and sued Antony for twenty-five million 

Hereupon, Philip, who had married the mother, and Mar-! 



cellus, who was husband to the sister of Octavius, brought \ 
him to Cicero. It was agreed between them that Cicero should ! 
assist Caesar with his eloquence and interest, both with the 
senate and the people ; and that Caesar should give Cicero all 
the protection that his wealth and military influence could 
afford : for the young man had already collected a considera- 
ble number of the veterans, who had served under his uncle.^ . 

Cicero received the ofier of his friendship with pleasure: 
for while Pompey and Caesar were living, Cicero, it seems,, 
had a dream, in which he thought he called some boys, the 
sons of senators, up to the Capitol, because Jupiter designed 
to pitch upon one of them for sovereign of Rome. The citi- 
zens ran with all the eagerness of expectation, and placed 
themselves about the temple; and the boys in their praetexta 
sat silent The doors suadenly opening, the boys rose up one 
by one, and, in their order, passed round the god, who review- 
ed them all, and sent them away disappointed: but when Oc- 
tavius approached, he stretched out his hand to him, and said : 
— ^^ Romans, this is the person, who, when he comes to be your 
prince, will put an end to your civil wars.*' This vision, they 

* Plutarch is mistakeD in the fum. It appeiatafrQaiY«X«tc,\i5»»«A^'^^^'^ 
that it was seven times as much. 

Foi. IV. ^R 
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tell us, made iiuch an impression upon Cicero^ that he perfectly- 
retained the lieure aad countenance of the boy, though he did 
not yet know nim. Next day, he went down to the Campus 
Martiusy when tibe boys were just returning from their exer- 
cises ; and the first who struck nis eye, was uie lad in the very 
form that he had seen in his dream*. Astonished at the dis- 
covery, Cicero asked him who were his parents; and he proved 
to be the son of Octavius, a person not much distinguished in 
life, and of Attia, sister to Caesar. As he was so near a rela- 
tion, and Caesar had no children of his own, he adopted him, 
and, by will, left him his estate. Cicero, after his dream, 
whenever he met young Octavius, is said to have treated him 
with particular regard; and he received those marks of his 
friendship with great satisfaction. Besides, he happened to be 
born the year that Cicero was consul. 

r'^'^hese were pretended to be the causes of their present con- 
nection. But the leading motive with Cicero was his hatred 
of Antony, and the next his natural avidity of glory: for he 

\ hoped to throw the weight of Octavius into the scale of the 
commonwealth; and the latter behaved to him with such a 
ii1?ri]f^ drfftrcnnfi* that he even called him father. Hence 
rutus, in his letters to Atticus, expressed his indignation 
against Cicero, and said, — ^^ That, as through fear of Antony 
he paid his court to young Caesar, it was plain that he took not 
his measures for the liberty of his country, but only to obtain 
a gentle master for himself." Nevertheless, Brutus finding 
the son of Cicero at Athens, where he was studying under 
the philosophers, gave him a command, and employed him 
Up on many services, which proved successful. 

(jicero's power at this time was at its greatest height ; he 
carried every point that he desired; insomuch that he expelled 
Antony, and raised such a spirit aj^inst him, that the consuls 
Hirtius and Pansa were sent to give him battle; and Cicero 
likewise prevailed upon'the senate to grant Caesar the /ascesy 
with the dignity of praetor, as one that was fighting for his 
country. 

"- Antony, indeed, was beaten ; but both the consuls falling in 
the action, the troops ranged themselves under the banners of 
Caesar. .iThe senate now fearing the views of a youne man, 
who was so much favoured by fortune, endeavoured oy ho- 
nours and gifts to draw his forces from him, and to diminish 
his power. They alleged, that as Antony was put to flight, 
there was no need to keep such an army on foot Caesar^ 

* The Greek is vjos to iui^omiov., which is used adverbially for pueriliiir. 
Thus Sophocles uses ir;of Maifov adverbiallY for tempestwe^ aod vfos a^6ovia« 
^fr abundi. The commentatoni iwt adverting to this, have declared the text 
corrupty and puzzled tbemselYes needleaBly to xeitora iJU 
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llarmed at these vigorous measures^privately sent some friends 
to entreat and-persuade Cicero to procure the consulship for 
them both; promising, at the same time, that he should direct 
all afiairs according to his better judgment, and find him per- 
fectly tractable, who was but a youth, and had no ambition for 
any thing but the title and the honour. Caesar himself ac- 
knowledged afterwards, that, in his apprehensions of beine 
entirely ruined and deserted, he seasonably availed himself of 
Cicero's ambition, persuaded him to stand for the consulship, 
and undertook to support his application with his whole in- 
terest 

In this case particularly, Cicero, old as he was, sufiered him- 
self to be imposed upon by this young man, solicited the peo- 
ple for him, and brought the senate into his interest His 
friends blamed him for it at the time; and it was not long be^ 
fore he was sensible that he had ruined himself, and given up 
the liberties of his country: fry C^^^ ^^^ ^9 PftO"^^ ^frgngth, 
^)a€d""with the consular autheidtyj^Jh^ he giive up Cicero,*, 
and, reconciling himself to Antony and Lepidus, he united 
his power with theirs, 





a 

no terms 

to 

had a private congress 



I nrjrrrTiTrfr nimrniry nnnKHipiUTU'iTn 

•?" ^^ (JifiPT^- ^^^ Antnjny woidd co me. to 

first taken off , T irpiHwn n[Ti^ w^^^ ^"- 

j>pposed thftq^'^th. They 

purposes near the city of 



Bononia, which lasted three days. The place where they met 
was over against their camps, on a little island in the river. 
CsBsar is said to have contended for Cicero the two first days ; 
but the third he gave him up. The sacrifices on each part were 
these : — Caesar was to abandon Cic erp, to his fate; TiftpiHus, 
his brother FaJus; ^i d Anton v7 Xuf^'« rafffinry his nnrle.by 
the muUiei^s -side. Thus, rage and rancour entirely stifled 
in TKem ^l s ont nTfents of humanity; or, more properly speak- 
ing, they showed that no beast is more savage than man, when 
he is possessed of power equal to his passion. 

While his enemies were thus employed, Cicero was at his 
Tusculan villa, and his brother Quintus with him. When 
they were informed of the proscription, they determined to 
remove to Astyra, a country-house of Cicero's near the sea, 
where they intended to take a ship, and repair to Brutus in 
Macedonia: for it was reported, that he was already very 
powerful in those parts. They were carried in their separate 
litters, oppressed with sorrow and despair ; and often joining 

* Instead of taking him iar his c6Qea{^e,\i.% cYtfMe Q^udAsa'^^^^^s^ 
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their litters on the road, they stopped to bemoan their mutual 
misfortunes. Quintus was the more dejected, because he was 
in want of necessaries; for, as he said, he had brought nothinjg 
from home with him. Cicero, too, had but a slender provi- 
sion. They concluded, therefore, that it would be best for 
Cicero to hasten his flight, and for Quintus to return to his 
house, and get some supplies. This resolution being fixecF 
upon, they embraced each other with every expression of sor 
row, and then parted. 

A few days after, Quintus and his son were betrayed bv his 
servants to the assassins who came in quest of ^em, and. lost 
their lives. As for Cicero, he was carried to Astyra; where 
finding a vessel, he immediately went on board,, ^nd coasted 
along to Circ»um, with a favourable wind. The pilots were 
preparing immediately to sail from thence ; but whether it was 
Uiat he feared the sea, or had not yet eiven up all his hopes in 
Caesar, he disembarked, and travelled a hundred furlongs on 
foot, as if Rome had been the place of his destination. Re- 
penting, however, afterwards, he left that road, and made again 
for the sea. He passed the night in the most perplexing and 
horrid thoughts; insomuch, that he was sometimes inclined to 
go privately into Caesar's house, and stab himself upon the altar 
of nis domestic gods, to bring the divine vengeance upon his 
betrayer. But he was deterred from this by the fear of tor- 
ture. Other alternatives, equallv distressful, presented them- 
selves. At last, he put himseli in the hands of his servants, 
and ordered them to cany him by sea to Cajeta,* where he 
had a delightful retreat m the summer, wHen the Etesian 
winds set in.t There was a temple of Apollo on that coast, 
from which a flight of crows came with great noise, towards 
Cicero's vessel, as it was making land. They perched on both 
sides of the sail-yard, where some sat croaking, and others 
pecking the ends of the ropes. ^AU looked upon this as an ill 
omen ; yet Cicero went on shore, and, entering his house, lay 
down to repose himself. In the mean time, a number of the 
crows settled in the chamber window, and croaked in the most 
doleful manner. One of them even entered it, and alighting 
on the bed, attempted, with its beak, to draw ofi* the clothes 
with which he had covered his face. On the sight of this, 
the servants began to reproach themselves: — ^^ ShsQl we,'' said 
they, " remain to be spectators of our master's murder? Shall 
we not protect him, so innocent and so great a sufierer as he 

* In the printed text it is nainras ; bat a manuscript giyes us Kaiarray. Ao- 
cording to Appian, Cicero was killed near Capua; but Valerius Maximui 
aays the scene of that tragedy was at Cajeta. 

/ The Dorth-esat winds. 
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189 when the brute creatures give him marks of their care and 
attention ?" Then partly by entreaty, partly by force^ they got 
him into his litter, and carried him towards the sea. 

Mean time the assassins came up. They were commanded 
by Herennius a centurion, and Pompilius a tribune, whom 
dicero had formerly defended when under a prosecution for 
parricide. The doors of the house being made fast, they 
oroke them open. Still Cicero did not appear, and the ser- 
vants, who were left behind, said they knew nothing of him. 
But a young man, named Philologus, his brother Quintus' 
freed-man, whom Cicero had instructed in the liberal arts and 
sciences, informed the tribune, that they were carrying the 
litter through deep shades to the sea side. The tribune, taking 
a few soldiers with him, ran to the end of the walk where he 
was to come out But Cicero perceiving that Herennius was 
hastening after him, ordered his servants to set the litter 
down ; and, putt ing his left hand to his chin^ as it was his 
custom to d_o, jie looked^ste dfastly uporThis murH irers. Such 
an a ppearance~or misery in his face, overgrown withjiair, apd 
vfiSiiai^dU mth an ^ cict y , s o mu" c llii0ecleil Lnj? attg lTdanta oLfle- 
rennius, that they covered their faces during the melancholy 
«<**^nfc' That 0ffi ceO^pitched"]&jffl^ 

neck out of the litter to receive^ the blmr. Thur fall Cirrrn,,in 
tjiesixt y^fowtfi ^ypafcfll] ^^ f^ff ^^g HoaH^ 

"lyXntony^s ffp mmar ^dyhia jy ^ndatoOj with which he had 
" """^" ' ;s. Such was the title he gave his orations 
•agairist Antony, and they retain it to this day. 

When these parts of Cicero's body were brought to Rome, 
Anton jT happened to be holding an assembly for the election 
of magistrates. He no sooner beheld tJiem than he cried out, — 
" Now let there be an end of all proscriptions.'^ ffe ord jBged 
the head and hands to be fastened up over the rostra^ a dread- 
ful sp cctaelo to ^g" Rom an pe ople^ wholHbughl they did not 

so much ggp IKp £^u%a nf C\o^xK t% p ?^ jjj>tqr<i ?^ A nf rjny^ft ffQuI 

Yet he did one act of justice on this occasion, which was the 
delivering of Philologus to Pomponia, the wife of Quintus. 
When she was mistress of his fate, beside other horrid pun- 
ishments, she made him cut off his own flesh by piecemeal^ 
and roast and eat it This is the account some historians give 
us ; but Tyro, Cicero's freed-man, makes no mention 01 the 
treachery of Philologus. 

I am informed that a long time after, Caesar, going to see 
one of his grandsons, found him with a book of Cicero's in 
his hands. The boy, alarmed at the accident, endeavoured to 
hide the book under his robe ; which Caesar perceived, and 
took it from him: and after having run mo«t oi *^ a^«« ^&\v^ 

Vol. IV. \% 
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/itoody he returned it, tnd said,— <^ My dear child, this was an 

[eloquent man, and a lover of his country/' 

^ Being consul at the time when he conquered Antony, he 
took the son of Cicero for his colleague ; under whose au- 
spices the senate took down the statues of Antony, defaced 
all the monuments of his honour, and decreed, tha^ for the 
fiiture, none of his family should hear the name of Marcus. 
Thus the divine justice reserved the completion of Antony's 
punishment for tne house of Cicero. 
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These are the most memorable circumstances in the lives ot 
Demosthenes and Cicero, that could be collected from the his 
torians which have come to our knowledge. Though I shall 
not pretend to compare their talents for speaking, yet this, I 
think, I ought to observe, that Demosthenes, by liie exertion 
of all his powers, both natural and acquired, upon that object 
only, came to exceed, in energy and strength, the most cele- 
brated pleaders of his time; in grandeur^ and magnificence of 
style, all that were eminent for the sublime of declamation ; 
and in accuracy and art, the most able professors of rhetoric. 
Cicero's studies were more general, and, in his treasures of 
knowledge, he had a great variety. He has left us a number 
of philosophical tracts which he composed upon the principles 
of the Academy, And we see something of ostentation of 
learning in the very orations which he wrote for the forum 
and the bar. 

Their different tempers are discernible in their way of writ- 
ing. That of Demosthenes, without any embellishments of 
wit and humour, is always grave and serious: nor does it 
smell of the lamp, as Patheas tauntingly said, but of the wa- 
ter-drinker, of tne man of thought, of one who was charac- 
terised by the austerities of life. But Cicero, who loved to 
indulge his vein of pleasantry, so much affected the wit, that 
he sometimes sunk into the buffoon; and, by affecting gaiety in 
the most serious things, to serve his client, he has offended 
against the rules of propriety and decorum. Thus, in the ora- 
tion oi Caelius, he says, — ^'^ Where is the absurditv, if a man, 
with an affluent fortunQ at command, sl:^l indulge himself 
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with pleasure? It would be madness not to enjoy what is in 
his power, particularly when some of the greatest philosophers 
place man's chief good in pleasure?"* 

When Cato impeached Murena, Cicero, who was then con- 
sul, undertook his defence, and, in his pleading, took occasion 
to ridicule several paradoxes of the Stoics, because Cato was 
of that sect. He succeeded so far as to raise a lau^h in the 
assembly, and even among the judges. Upon which Cato 
smiled, and said to those who sat oy him, — ^^ What a pleasant 
consul we have !" Cicero, indeea, was naturally facetious; 
and he not only loved his jests, but his countenance was gay 
and smiling : whereas Demosthenes had a care and thougnt- 
fulness in his aspect, which he seldom or never put off. 
Hence his enemies, as he confesses, called him a morose ill- 
natured man. 

It appears also from their writings, that Demosthenes, when 
he toucnes upon his own praise, does it with an inoffensive 
delicacy. Indeed, he never gives into it at all, but when he 
has some great point in view; and on all other occasions is 
extremely modest But Cicero, in his orations, speaks in such 
high terms of himself, that it is plain he had a most intempe- 
rate vanity. Thus, he cries out, — 

• Let arms revere^the^robe, the warrior's laurel 
Yield to the palm of eloquence. 

At length he came to commend not only his own actions 
and operations in the commonwealth, but his orations too, as 
well tnose which he had only pronounced, as those which he 
had committed to writing, as if, with a juvenile vanity, he 
were vying with the rhetoricians Isocrates and Anaximenes, 
instead of Deins inspired with the great ambition of euiding 
the Roman people,- ^ ^ 

Fierce in the f eld, and dreadful to the foe. 

It is necessary, indeed, for a statesman to have the advan- 
tage of eloquence; bnt it is mean and illiberal to rest on such 
a qualification, or to hunt after praise in that quarter. In this 
respect Demosthenes behaved with more dignity, with a su- 
jierior elevation of soul. He said : — ^^ His ability to explain 
)iimself was a mere acquisition : and not so perfect, but that 
it required ^reat candour and indulgence in the audience." 
He thought it must be, as indeed it is, only a low and little 
mind, that can value itself upon such attainments. 

* Plutarch has not quoted this passage with accuracy. Cvcfix^ v^^^^^iMk 
for the excesses of youth, but does not defexk^L ot v^^ftcpi^ ^^qa Y^xe^sfr. ^ 
pleumre. 
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They both, undoubtedly, had political abilities, as well as 
powers to*persuade. They had thefn in such a degree, that 
men who had armies at their devotion, stood in need of their 
support Thus, Chares, Diopithes, and Leosthenes, availed 
themselves of Demosthenes; Pompey and young Caesar of 
Cicero ; as Caesar himself acknowledges, in his Commentaries 
addressed to Agrippa and Maecenas. 

It is an observation no less just than common, that nothing 
makes so thorough a trial of a man's disposition, as power and 
authority ; for they awake every passion, and discover every 
latent vice. Demosthenes never had an opportunity for a trial 
of this kind. He never obtained any eminent charge; nor 
did he lead those armies against Philip, which his eloquence 
had raised. But Cicero went quaestor into Sicily, and pro- 
consul into Cilicia and Cappadocia; at a time, too, when ava- 
rice reigned without control ; when the governors of provinces, 
thinking it beneath them to take a clandestine advantage, fell 
to open plunder; when, to take another's property, was thought 
DO great crime, and he who took moderately passed for a man 
of character. Yet at such a time as this, Cicero gave many 
proofs of his contempt of money; many of his humanity and 
goodness. At Rome, with the title only of consul, he had an 
absolute and dictatorial power against Catiline and his accom- 
plices: on which occasion he verified the prediction of Plato, 
— ^^^That every state will be delivered from its calamities, 
when, by the favour of fortune, great power unites with wis- 
dom and justice in one person." 

It is mentioned to tne disgrace of Demosthenes, that his 
eloquence was mercenary; that he privately composed ora- 
tions both for Phormio and Apollodorus, though adversaries 
in the same cause. To which we may add, that he was sus- 
pected of receiving money from the king of Persia, and con- 
demned for taking bribes of Harpalus. Supposing some of 
these the calumnies of those who wrote against nim, (and 
they are not a few,) yet it is impossible to affirm that he was 
proof against the presents which were sent him by princes, as 
marks of honour and respect. This was too mucn to be ex- 
pected from a man who vested his money at interest upon 
ships. Cicero, on the other hand, had magnificent presents 
sent him by the Sicilians, when he was aedile; by the king of 
Cappadocia, when proconsul; and his friends pressed him to 
receive their benefactions, when in exile; yet, as we have al- 
ready observed, he refused them all. 

The banishment of Demosthenes reflected infamv upon him ; , 
for he was convicted of taking bribes: that of Cicero, great 
honour; because he suffered for destroying traitors, who had 
vofved thQ ruin of their countx^. Th^ former, therefore. 
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departed without exciting pity or regret: for the latter, the 
senate changed their hahit, continued m mourning, and could 
not he persuaded to pass any act, till the people had recalled 
him. uicero, indeea, spent the time of exile in an inactive 
manner in Macedonia; out with Demosthenes it was a busy 
period in his political character. Then it was (as we have 
mentioned above) that he went to the several cities of Greece, 
strengthened the common interest, and defeated the designs of 
the Macedonian ambassadors. In which respect he discovered 
a much greater regard for his country than Themistoeles and 
Alcibiades, when under the same misfortune. After his re- 
turn, he pursued his former plan of government, and continued 
the war with Antipater and the Macedonians: whereas La^Hus 
reproached Cicero in full senate, with sitting silent, when 
Caesar, who was not yet come to years of maturity, applied for 
the consulship contrary to law. And Brutus, in one of his let- 




without a contemptuous kind of pity. How deplorable to see 
an old man, for want of proper resolution, sufferinfif himself 
to be carried about by his servants, endeavouring to hide him- 
self from death, whicn was a messenger that nature would soon 
have sent him, and overtaken notwithstanding, and slaughtered 
by his enemies ! The other, though he did discover some fear, 
by taking sanctuary, is, nevertheless, to be admired for the 
provision he had made of poison, for the care with which he had 
preserved it, and his noble manner of using it: so that, when 
Neptune did not afford him an asylum, he had recourse to a 
more inviolable altar, rescued himself from the weapons of the 
guards, and eluded the cruelty of Antipater. 

Voi- IV. S !«• 



THE 



LIFE OF DEMETRIUS. 



Those who first thought that the arts mi^ht be compared to 
the senses, in the perception of their respective objects, appear 
to me to have well understood the power by whicli that per- 
ception was to be formed, the power of distinguishing con- 
trarv qualities; for this they have in common. But in the 
mode of distinguishing, as well as in the end of what is dis^ 
tinguished,. they evidently differ. The senses, for instance, 
have no connate power of perceiving a white object more than 
a black one; what is sweet, more than what is bitter; or what 
is soft and yielding, more than what is hard and solid. Their 
office is to receive impressions from such objects as strike 
upon them, and to convey those impressions to the mind. 
But the operation of the arts is more rational. They are not 
like the senses, passive in their perceptions. They choose or 
reject what is proper or improper. What is good, they attend 
to primarily and intentionally; and what is evil, only acciden- 
tally, in order to avoid it. Thus, the ail of medicine considers 
the nature of diseases, and music that of discordant sounds, in 
order to produce their contraries. And the most excellent of 
all arts, temperance, justice, and prudence, teach us to judge 
not only of what is honourable, just and useful, but also of 
what is pernicious, disgraceful, and unjust These arts be- 
stow no praise on that innocence which boasts of an entire ig>- 
norance of vice; in their reckoning, it is rather an absurd sim- 
plicity to be ignorant of those things, which every maiv that is 
disposed to live virtuously, should make it his particular care 
to know. Accordinfijly, the ancient Spartans, at their feasts, 
used to compel the Helots to drink an excessive quantity of 
wine, and then bring them into the public halls where they 
dined, to show the young men what drunkenness was. 

We do not, indeed, think it agreeable, either to humanity or 
good policv, to corrupt some of the species, in order not to 
corrupt others. Yet, perhaps, it may not be amiss lo insert 
among the rest of the lives^a few examples of those who have 
abused their power to the purposes of licentiousness, and 
whose elevation has only macle their vices greater and more 
conspicuous: not that we adduce them to gfve pleasure, or to 
adorn pur paintings with the graces of variety; but we do it 
from the same motive with Ismenias the Theban musician. 
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who presented his scholars both with good and bad performers 
on the flute; and used to say, — ^'^Thus jou must play;" and 
" Th is you must not play/' And Antigenidas onserved, — 
"That young men would hear able performers with much 
g^reater pleasure after they had heard bad ones.'* In like man- 
ner, according; to my opinion^ we shall behold and imitate the 
virtuous with greater attention, if we be not entirely unac- 
quainted with the characters of the vicious and infamous. 

In this book, therefore, we shall give the Lives of Deme- 
trius, ^urnamed Poliorcetes^ and of Antony the triumvir^ men 
who have most remarkably verified that observation of Plato, 
— ^^ That great parts produce great vices, as well as virtues." 
They were equally addicted to wine and women; both excel- 
lent soldiers, and persons of great munificence, but, at the 
same time, prodigal and insolent. There was the same re- 
semblance in their fortune: for, in the course of their lives, 
they met both with great success, and great disappointments; 
now extending their conquests with the utmost rapidity, and 
now losing all; now falUng beyond all expectation; and now 
recovering themselves when there was as little prospect of 
such a change. This similarity there was in their lives; and 
in the concluding scene there was not much difference; for ' 
the one was taken by his enemies, and died in captivity, and 
the other was near sharing the same fate. 

Antigonus having two sons by Stratonice, the daughter of 
Corraeus, called the" one after his brother, Demetriu*?, and the 
other after his father Philip. So most historians say. But 
some affirm that Demetrius was not the son of Antigonus, but 
his nephew; and that his father dying and leaving him an in- 
fant, and his mother soon after marrying Antigonus, he was 
on that account considered as his son. Philip, who was not 
many years younger than Demetrius, died at an early period. 
Demetrius, though tall, was not equal in size to his father 
Antigonus. But his beauty and his mien were so inimitable,, 
that no statuary or painter could hit off a likeness. His coun-- 
tenance had a mixture of grace and dignity, and was at once 
amiable and awful; and the unsubdueaand eager air of youth 
was blended with the majesty of the hero and the king. There 
was the same happy mixture in his behaviour, which inspired, 
at the same time, ooth pleasure and awe. In his hours of lei- 
sure a most agreeable companion; in his table and every spe^ 
cies of entertainment, of all princes the most delicate: and yet, 
when business called, nothing could equal his activity, his di- 
ligence and despatch: in which respect he imitated Bacchus 
most of all the gods, since he was not only terrible in war.^ 
but knew how to terminate war with pe^JC^, wi^ XMXti^V^,^^ 
happiest address to the joys and ]pleiauTea viVC\3{^>iwaX»'«^"*»^^^ 
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His affection for his father was remarkably great; and in 
the respect he paid his mother, his love for nis other parent 
was very discernible. His duty was genuine, and not in the 
least influenced by the considerations of high station or power. 
Demetrius happening to come from hunting, when his father 
was giving audience to some ambassadors, went up and saluted 
him, and men sat down by him with his javelins in his hand. 
After they had received their answer, and were going away, 
Antieonus called out to them and said, — ^' You may mention, 
too, the happy terms upon which I am with my son." By 
which he gave them to understand, that the harmony and con- 
fidence in which they lived, added stren^h to the kingdom, 
and security to his power. So incapable is reiral authority oi 
admitting a partner, so liable to jealousy and hatred, that the 

freatest and oldest of Alexander's successors rejoiced that he 
ad no occasion to fear his own son, but could freely let him 
approach him with his weapons in his hands. Indeed, we may 
venture to say, that his family alone, ift the course of many 
successions, was free from these evils. Of all the descend- 
ants of Antigonus, Philip was the only prince who put his 
son to death; whereas, in the families of other kings, nothing 
IS more common than the murders of sons, mothers, and wives. 
As for the killing of brothers, like a postulatum in geometry, 
it was consideredas indisputably necessary to the safety of the 
reisning prince. 

That Demetrius was originally well disposed by nature to 
the offices of humanity and friendship, the following is a proof: 
— -Mithridates the son of Ariobarzanes, was of the same age, 
and his constant companion. He was likewise one of the at 
tendants of Antigonus, and bore an unblemished character. 
Yet Antisonus conceived some suspicion of him from a dream. 
He thought he entered a lar^e and beautiful field, and sowed 
it with filings of gold. This produced a crop of the same 
precious metal ; but coming a little after to visit it, he found 
it was cut, and nothing left but the stalks. As he was in 
great distress about his loss, he heard some people say, that 
Mithri dates had reaped the golden harvest, and was gone with 
it towards the Euxine sea. 

Disturbed at the dream, he communicated it to his son, 
having first made him swear to keep it secret, and at the same 
time, informed him of his absolute determination to destroy 
Mithridates. Demetrius was exceedingly concerned at the 
affair-; but though his friend waited on him as usual, that they 
might pursue their diversions together, he durst not speak to 
him on the subject, because of his oath. By dej^rees, however, 
he drew him aside from the rest of his companions, and when 
Jthey were alone, he wrote on the f;;rQivii\d) with the bottom ol 
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his spear, — ^^*Fly, Mithridates/' The younc man, under- 
standing his danger, fled that night into Cappadocia ; and fate 
soon accomplished the dream of Antigonus: for Mithridates 
conquered a rich and extensive country, and founded the family 
of the Pontic kings, which continued through eight succes- 
sions, and was at fast destroyed by the Romans. This was a 
sufficient evidence that Demetrius was naturally well inclined 
to Justice and humanity. 

But as, according to Empedocles, love and hatred are the 
sources of perpetual wars between the elements, particularly 
such as touch or approach each other; so among the succes- 
sors of Alexander tnere wei:e continual wars ; and the conten- • 
tions were always the most violent when inflamed by the op- 
position of interest, or vicinity of place. This was the case 
of Antigonus and Ptolemy. Antigonus, while he resided in 
Phrygia, received information that Ptolemy was gone from 
Cyprus into Syria, where he was ravaging the country, and 
rediicing the cities either by solicitation or force. Upon this 
he sent nis son Demetrius against him, though he was only 
twenty-two years of age; and in this first command had the 
greatest and most difficult afiairs to manage. But a youn^ 
and unexperienced man was unequally matcned with a genersd 
from the school of Alexander, who had distinguished himself 
in many important combats under that prince. Accordingly, 
he was defeated near Gaza; five thousand of his men were 
killed, and ei^ht thousand taken prisoners. He lost also his 
tents, his military chest, and his whole equipage. But Ptole- 
my sent them back to him, together with his friends; adding 
this generous and obliging message, — ^^ That they ought only 
to contend for glory and empire.^ When Demetrius received 
it, he begged of the gods, — ^'^ That he might not long be Ptole- 
my's debtor, but soon have it in his power to return the fa- 
vour." Nor was he disconcerted, as most young men would 
be, with such a miscarriage i^ his first essay. On the contra- 
ry, like a complete general, accustomed to the vicissitudes of 
fortune, he employed himself in making new levies and pro- 
viding arms; he kept the cities to their duty, and exercised 
the troops he had raised. 

As soon as Antigonus was apprised how the battle went, he 
said, — " Ptolemy has, indeed, oeaten boys, but he shall soon 
have to do with men.'* However, as he did not choose to re- 
press the spirit of his son, on his request, he gave him pen- 
mission to try his fortune again by himself. Not long after 
this, Cilles, Ptolemy's general, undertook to drive Demetrius 
entirely out of Syria; for which purpose he brought with Klwv 
a numerous army, though he held him in eouV«i«^\^ wv ^^^o\«(^ 
of his late defeat. But Demetrius, V>y a ^wd^e-xv ^VXas^^j %\x>aK«- 
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his adversaries witK such a panic, that both flie camp and the 
seneral fell into his hands, toother with yery considerable 
&easure8. Yet he did not consider the gain, but the ability to 
give : nor so much valued the glory and riches which this ad- 
vantage brought him. as its enabling him to requite the gene- 
rosity of Ptolemy. He was not, however, for proceeding upon 
his own judgment; he consulted his father; and, on his tree 
permission to act as he thought proper, loaded Gilles and his 
iriends with his favours, ana sent them back to their master. 
By this turn of affairs, Ptolemy lost his footing in Syria; and 
Antigonus marched down from Celaenae, rejoicing in his son's 
success, and impatient to embrace him. 

Demetrius, auer this: being sent to subdue the Nabathaean 
Arabs, found himself in great danger, by falling into a desert 
country, which afibrded no water. But the barbarians, asto- 
nished at his uncommon intrepidity, did no't venture to attack 
him; and he retired with a considerable booty, amongst which 
were seven hundred camels. 

Antigonus had formerly taken Babylon from Seleucus: but 
he had recovered it by hts own arms, and was now marcnine 
with his main army, to reduce the nations which bordered 
upon India, and the provinces about Mount Caucasus. Mean 
time Demetrius, hoping to find Mesopotamia unguarded, sud- 
denly passed the Euphrates, and fell upon Babylon. There 
were two strong castles in that city; but by' this manoeuvre, in 
the absence of Seleucus, he seized one of them, dislodged the 
garrison, and placed there seven thousand of his own men. 
After this he ordered the rest of the soldiers to plunder the 
country for their own use, and then returned to the sea-coast 
By these proceedings he left Seleucus better established in his 
dominions than ever ; for his laying waste the country seemed 
as if he had no farther claim to it 

In his return through Syria, he was informed that Ptolemy 
was besieging Halicarnassus ; upon which he hastened to its 
relief, and obliged him to retire. As this ambition to succour 
the distressed, gained Antigonus and Demetrius great repu- 
tation, they conceived a strong desire to rescue all Greece 
from the slavery it was held in by Cassander and Ptolemy. 
No prince ever engaged in a more just and honourable war; for 
they employed the wealth which they had gained by the con- 
quests of the barbarians, for the advantage of the Greeks; solely 
with a view to the honour Uiat such an enterprise promised. 

When they had resolvea to begin their operations with 

Athens, one of his friends advised Antigonus, if he took the 

city, to keep it as the key of Greece: but that prince would 

not listen to him: He said, — ^^^The oest and securest of all 

J^ejrs was the iriendship of the people*^ and that Athens was 
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Hie watch-4ower of the world, from whence the torch of his 
{^ry would blaze over the earth.'^ ^ 

In consequence of these resolutions, Demetrius sailed to 
Athens with five thousand talents of silver, and a fleet of two 
hundred and £fty ships. Demetrius the Phalerean governed 
the city for Cassander, and had a good garrison in the fort of 
Munychia. His adversary, who managed the afiair both with 

frudence and good fortune, made his appearance before the 
^iraeus on the twenty-fifth of May.* The town had no in- 
formation of his approach; and when they saw his fleet comine 
in, they concluded that it belonged to Ptolemy, and prepared 
to receive it as such. But at last, the officers who commanded 
in the city, being undeceived, ran to oppose it All the tu- 
mult and confusion followed, which was natural when an ene- 
my came unexpected, and was already landing: for Demetrius, 
finding the mouth of the harbour open, ran in with ease; and 
the people could plainl]^ distinguish him on the deck of the 
ship, wnence he made signs to them to compose themselves, 
ana keep silence. They complied with his demand ; and a 
herald was ordered to proclaim, — ^ That his father, Antigo- 
nus, in a happ^ hour, he hoped, for Athens, had sent him to 
reinstate them in their liberties, by expelling the garrison, and 
to restore their laws and ancient form of government'' 

Upon this proclamation, the people threw down their arms, 
and receiving the proposal with loud acclamations, desired 
Demetrius to land, and called him their benefactor and de- 
liverer. Demetrius the Phalerean, and his partisans, thought 
it necessary to receive a man who came with such a superior 
force, though he should ^perform none of his promises, and, 
accordingly, sent deputies to make their submission. Deme- 
trius received them in an obliging manner, and sent back with 
them Aristodemus the Milesian, a friend of his father's. At 
the same time, he was not unmindful of Demetrius the Phale- 
rean, who, in this revolution, was more afraid of the citizens 
than of the enemy; but, out of regard to his character and 
virtue, sent him with a strong convoy to Thebes, agreeably 
to his rec|uest He likewise assured the Athenians, that, how- 
ever desirous he might be to see their city, he would deny 
himself that pleasure till he had set it entirely free, by expel- 
ling the garrison. He, therefore, surroundedf the fortress of 
Munychia with a ditch and rampart, to cut off its communi- 
cation with the rest of the city, and then sailed to Megara, 
where Cassander had another garrison. 

On his arrival, he was informed, that Cratesipolis, the wife 
of Alexander the son of Polyperchon, a celebrated hev>a^ > 

^IWrgsUoiu 
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was at Patras, and had a desire to see him: in consequence of 
which, he left his forces in the territory of Megara, and, with 
a few light horse, took the road to Patrae. When he was near , 
the place, he drew off from his men, and pitched his tent apart, 
that Cratesipolis might not he perceived when she came to pay 
her visit. But a party of the enemy settine intelligence of 
this, fell suddenly upon him. In his alarm, ne had only time 
to throw over him a mean cloak, and, in that disguise, saved 
himself by flight So near an infamous captivity had his in- 
temperate love of beautv brought him. As for his tent, the 
enemy took it, with all the riches it contained. 

After M egara was taken, the soldiers prepared to plunder 
it ; but the Athenians interceded strongly for that people, and 
prevailed. Demetrius was satisfied with expelling the garri- 
son, and declared the city free. Amidst these transactions, 
he bethought himself of Stilpo, a philosopher of great reputa- 
tion, who sought only the retirement and tranquillity of a 
studious life. He sent for him, and asked him : — ^^ Whether 
they had taken any thing from him?'* " No,^' said Stilpo, " I 
found none that wanted to steal any knowledge.^^ The sol- 
diers, however, had clandestinely carried off almost all the 
slaves. Therefore, when Demetrius paid his respects to him 
again, on leavingthe place, he said, — ^^ Stilpo, I leave you en- 
tirely free." "True," answered Stilpo, "for you have not 
left a slave among us." 

Demetrius then returned to the siege of Munychia, dislodg- 
ed the garrison, and demolished the fortress. After which 
the Athenians pressed him to enter the city^ and he complied 
Having assembled the people, he re-established the common- 
wealth in its ancient form ; and, moreover, promised them, in 
the name of his father, a hundred and fifty thousand measures* 
of wheat, and timber enough to build a hundred galleys. 
Thus they recovered the democracy fifteen years after it was 
dissolved. During the interval, after the l!<amian war, and 
the battle of Cranon, the government was called an oligarchy, 
but, in fact, was monarchical ; for the power of Demetrius the 
Phalerean met with no control. 

Their deliverer appeared glorious in his services to Athens ; 
but they rendered him obnoxious by the extravagant honours 
they decreed him : for they were the first who gave him and 
his father Anti^onus the title of kings, which they had hitherto 
religiously avoided, and which was, indeed, the only thing left 
the descendants of Philip and Alexander, uninvaded by their 
generals. In the next place, they alonet honoured them with 

* Medimni. 

fNo other people were found capable of such vile adulation. Their ser- 
rJJity showed how little they deserred the Ubetly \!ciaX^^ xeatoied them. 
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die appellation of the gods-protectors ; and, instead of deno- 
minatm^the year as formerly, from the archon, they abolish- 
ed his office, created annually in his room a priest of those 
gods-protectors, and prefixed his name to all their public acts. 
They likewise ordered that their portraits should be wrought 
in the holy veil with those of the other gods.* They conse 
crated the place where their patron first alighted from his 
chariot, and erected an altar there to Demetrius Catabates. 
They added two to the number of their tribes, and called them 
Demetrias and Antigonis; in consequence of which, the se- 
nate, which before consisted of five hundred members, was to 
consist of six hundred ; for each tribe supplied fifty. 

Stratocles, of whose inventions these wise compliments 
were, thought of a stroke still higher: he procured a decree, 
that those who should be sent upon public business from the 
commonwealth of Athens to Antigonus and Demetrius, should 
not be called ambassadors, but theari, a title which had been 
appropriated to those who, on the solemn festivals, carried 
the customary sacrifices to Delphi and Oiympia, in the name 
of the Grecian states. This Stratocles was, in all respects, a- 
person of the most daring effrontery, and the most debauched 
life, insomuch that he seemed to imitate the ancient Cleon in 
his scurrilous and licentious behaviour to the people. He kept 
a mistress called Phylacium , and one day, wnen she brougnt 
from the market some heads for supper, he said: — ^^*Wny, 
how now! you have provided us just such things to eat, as we 
statesmen use for tennis-balls." 

When the Athenians were defeated in the sea-fight near 
Amorgos, he arrived at Athens before any account oi the mis- 
fortune had been received, and passing through the Ceramicus 
with a chaplet on his head, told the people that they were vic- 
torious. He then moved that sacrifices of thanksgiving should 
be offered, and meat distributed among the tribes for a pub- 
lic entertainment Two days after, the poor remains of the 
fleet were brought home; and the people, in great anger, call- 
ing him to answer for the imposition; he made his appearance- 
in the height of the tumult, with the most consummate assur- 
ance, and said, — ^'^What harm have I done you, in making 

* Every fifth year the Athenians celebrated the Panathensea, or festival of 
Minerva, and carried in procession the Peplum, or holy veil, in which the de- 
feat of the Titans, and tlie actions of Minerva, were inwrought. In this veil, 
too, they placed the figures of those commanders who had distingfuishea 
themselves by their victories; and from thence oame the expression, that 
such a one was worthy of the Peplum ; meaning, that he was a brave soldier. 
As to the form of the Peplum, it was a large robe without sleeves. It was 
drawn by land in a machme bke a ship along the Ceramicus. «&<vc<d&^^SiA. 
temple of Ceres at Eleusis; from whence \t^«A\ixo\i^\.\»saB.,^5A«*sDa»r 
crated in the citadel. 
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you merry for two dajrs V* Such was the impudenee of Stra^ 
tocles. 

But there were other extrav^nceSy hotter than fire itself^ 
as Aristophanes expresses it One flatterer outdid even Stra- 
tocles in servility, by procuring a decree that Demetrius, 
whenever he visited Athens, should be received witib the same 
honours that were paid to Ceres and Bacchus; and that who 
ever exceeded the rest in the splendour and magnificence oi 
the reception he gave that prince, should have money out oi 
the treasury to enable him to set up some pious memorial of 
his success. These instances of adulation concluded with 
their chancing the name of the month Munychion to Deme- 
trion; with calling the last day of everv month Demetrias; 
and the Dionysia, or feasts of Bacchus, Demetria. 

The gods soon showed how much they were ofiended at 
these thmgs: for the veil in which were wrQpght the figures 
of Demetrius and Antigonus, along with those of Jupiter and 
Minerva, as they carried it throu^ the Ceramicus, was rent 
asunder by a sudden storm of wmd. Hemlock grew up in 
great quantities round the altars of those princes, though it is 
a plant seldom found in that country. On the day when the 
Dionysia were to be celebrated, they were forced to put a stop 
to the procession by the excessive cold, which came entirely 
out of season ; and there fell so strong a hoar-frost, that it 
blasted not only the vines and fig-trees, but great part of the 
corn in the blade. Hence, Philippides, who was an enemy to 
Stratocles, thus attacked him in one of his comedies: — ^'^ Who 
was the wicked cause of our vines being blasted by the frost, 
and of the sacred veil's being rent asunder? He who trans- 
ferred the honours of the gods to men : it is he, not comedy,* 
that is the ruin of the people.^' This Philippides enjoyed the 
friendship of Lysimachus, and the Athenians received many 
favours from that prince on his account Nay, whenever Ly- 
simachus was waited on by this poet, or happened to meet him, 
he considered it as a good omen, and a happy time to enter 
upon any great business or important expedition. Besides, he 
was a man of excellent character, never importunate, intriguing, 
or over-officious, like those who are bred in a court. One day 
Lysimachus talked to him in the most obliging manner, and 
said,-r— " What is there of mine that you would share in ?" 
" Any thing,'' said he, " but your secrets." I have purposely 
contrasted these characters, that the difierence maybe obvious 
between thd comic writer and the demagogue. 

* It is probable that Stratocles, and other persons of his character, inveigh- 
ed against the dramatic writers, on account of the liberties they took with 
their ricea; though this was after the time that the Middle Comedy preyailed 
atAtheas, 
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What exceeded all the rage of iBattery we have mentioned, 
was the decree proposed by Dromocliaes the Sphettian ; ac- 
cording to which, they were to consult the oracle of Deme- 
trius, as to the manner in which they were to dedicate certain 
shields at Delphi, It was conceived in these terms: — ^'^In a 
fortunate hour, be it decreed by the people, that a citizen of 
Athens be appointed to go to the god-protector, and, after due 
sacrifices offered, demand of Demetrius, the god-protector, 
what will be the most pious, the most honourable, and expedi- 
tious method of consecrating the intended offerines. Ana it is 
herebv enacted, that the people of Athens will follow the me- 
thod dictated by his oracle." By this mockery of incense to 
his vanity, who was scarcely in his senses before, they render- 
ed him perfectly insane. 

During his stay at Athens, he married Eurydice, a descend- 
ant of the ancient Miltiades, who was the widow of Opheltas 
king of Cyrene, and had returned to Athens after his death. 
The Athenians reckoned this a particular favour and honour 
to their city; though Demetrius made no sort of difficulty ot 
marrying, and had many wives at the same time. Of all his 
wives, lie paid most respect to Phila, because she was the 
daughter of Antipater, and had been married to Craterus. 
who, of all tjie successors of Alexander, was most regretted 
by the Macedonians. Demetrius was very young when his 
father persuaded him to marry her, though she was advanced 
in life, and, on that account, unfit for him. As he was disin- 
clined to the match, Antigonus is said to have repeated to him 
that verse of £uripides, with a happy parody, — 

When fortune spreads her stores, we yield to marriage 
Against the bent of nature. 

Only putting marriage instead of bonda^. However, the 
respect which Demetrius paid Phila and his other wives, was 
not of such a nature, but that he publicly entertained many 
mistresses, as well slaves as free-born women, and was more 
infamous for his excesses of that sort, than any other prince 
of his time. 

Mean time his father called him to take the conduct of the 
war against Ptolemy ; and he found it necessary to obey him. 
But as it gave him pain to leave the war he had undertaken 
for the liberties of 6reece, which was so much more advan- 
tageous in point of glory, he sent to Cleonides, who com- 
manded for Ptolemy in Sicyon and Corinth, and offered him a 
pecuniary consideration, on condition that he would set those 
cities free. Cleonides, not accepting the proposal^ De.\Sv<^X:c\sia. 
immediately embarked his troops, atvd sbW^^Vo V!^NV^>aa» ^\Nsst«. 
he had an engagement with Mene\a\3ks,\iToV5cv«t Xa'^Xs^^w^^ ^^"^^ 
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defeated him. Ptolemy himself soon after made his appear 
ance with a ereat number of land-forces, and a considerable 
fleet On which occasion, several menacing and haughty 
messages passed between them. Ptolemy bade Demetrius 
depart, before he collected all his forces, and trod him under 
foot; and Demetrius said, he would let Ptolemy go, if he 
would promise to evacuate Sicyon and Corinth. 

The approaching battle awakened the attention not only of 
the parties concerned, but of all other princes; for, beside the 
uncertainty of the event, so much depended upon, it, that the 
conqueror would not be master of Cyprus, and Syria alone, 
but superior to all his rivals in power. Ptolemy advanced 
with a hundred and fifty ships, ana he had ordered Menelaus, 
with sixty more, to come out of the harbour of Salamis, in the 
heat of the battle, and put the enemy in disorder by falling on 
his rear. Against these sixty ships, Demetrius appointed a 
guard of ten, for that number was sufficient to block up the 
mouth of the harbour. His land-forces he ranged on the ad- 
joining promontories, and then bore down upon his adversary 
with a hundred and eighty ships. This he aid with so much 
impetuosity, that Ptolemy could not stand the shock, but was 
deieated, and fled with eight ships only, which were all that 
he saved; for seventy were taken, with their crews, and the 
rest were sunk in the engagement His numerous train, his 
servants, friends, wives, arms, money, and machines, that were 
stationed near the fleet, in transpK)rts, all fell into the hands of 
Demetrius, and he carried, them to his camp. 

Among these was the celebrated Lamia, who at first was 
only taken notice of for her performing on the flute, which 
was by no means contemptible, but afterwards became famous 
as a courtesan. By this time her beauty was in the wane, yet 
she captivated Demetrius, though not near her age, and so ef- 
fectually enslaved him by the peculiar power of her address, 
that, though other women had a passion for him, he could only 
think of her. 

After the sea-fight, Menelails made no further resistance, but 
surrendered Salamis with all the ships, and the land-forces, 
which consisted of twelve hundred horse, and twelve thousand 
foot 

This victory, so great in itself, Demetrius rendered still 
more glorious, by generosity and humanity, in giving the 
enemy's dead an honourable interment, and setting the pri- 
soners free. He selected twelve hundred complete suits of 
armour from the spoils, and bestowed them on tne Athenians. 
Aristodemus the Milesian, was the person he sent to his father, 
with an account of the victory. Of all the courtiers, this man 
9vas the boldest flatterer,, an.d, oxv tVve ^le^s^TvV Qjic^w^a> he de* 
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signed to outdo himself. When he arrived on the coast of 
Syria, froi:n Cyprus, he would not sufler the ship to make land ; 
but ordering it to anchor at a distance, and all the company to 
remain in it, he took the boat, and went on shore alone. He 
advanced towards the palace of Antigonus, who was watching 
for tJie event of this battle, with 2l the soliqitude that is 
natural to a man who has so great a concern at stake. As soon 
as he was informed that the messenger was coming, his anxiety 
increased to such a decree, that he could scarce keep within 
his palace. He sent his officers and friends, one after another, 
to Aristodemus, to demand what intelligence he brought But 
instead of giving any of them an answer, he walked on with 
great silence and solemnity. The king, by this time much 
alarmed, and having no longer patience, went to the door to 
meet him. A great crowd was gathered about Aristodemus, 
and people were running from all quarters to the palace to hear 
the news. When he was near enough to be heard, he stretched 
out his hand, and cried aloud, — ^'^ Hail to king Antigonus! 
We have totally beaten Ptolemy at sea; we are masters of 
Cyprus, and have made sixteen thousand eight hundred pri- 
soners.^' Antigonus answered, — ^^ Hail to you too, my good 
friend! but I will punish you for torturing us so long; you 
shall wait long for your reward." 

The people now, for the first time, proclaimed Antigonus 
and Demetrius kings. Antigonus had the diadem immediately 

f)ut on by his friends. He sent one to Demetrius; and in the 
etter that accompanied it, addressed him under tlie style of 
king. The Egyptians, when they were apprised of this cir- 
cumstance, gave Ptolemy likewise the title of king, that they 
might not appear to be d:ispirited with their late defeat The 
other successors of Alexander caught eagerly at the opportu* 
nity to aggrandise themselves. Lysimachus took the diadem ; 
and Seleucus did the same in his transactions with the Greeks. 
The latter had worn it some time, when he gave audience to 
the barbarians. Cassander alone, while others wrote to him, 
and saluted him as king, prefixed his name to his letters in the 
same manner as formerly. 

This title proved not a mere addition to their name and 
figure. It gave them higher notions. It introduced a pom- 
pousness into their manners, and self-importance into their 
discourse. Just as tragedians, when they take the habit of 
kings, change their gail^ their voice, their whole deportment, 
and manner of address. After this they became more severe 
in their judicial capacity; for they laid aside that dissimulation 
with which they nad concealed their power, and ^Vvv^Vv Vya.^ 
made them much milderiuAd more &.^*9<MsnicA&\&>^^vt «^>^^:Na^ 

13* 
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So much conld one word of a flatterer do! Such a change did 
it effect in the whole face of the world! 
■ Antiponus, elated with his son's achievements at Cyprus, 
immediately marched against Ptolemy, commanding his latird- 
forces in person, while Demetrius, with a powerful fleet, at- 
tended him along the coast One of Antigonus* friends, named 
Medius, had the event of this expedition commutiicated to him 
in a dream. He thought that Antigonus and hrs whole army 
were running a race. At first he seemed to ran with great 
swiftness and force; but afterwards hiis strength gradually 
abated;; and, on turning, he became very weak, and drew his 
breath with such pain that he could scarce recover himself. 
Accordingly, Antigonus met with many difBciihies at land, 
and Demetrius encountered such a storm at sea, that he was in 
danger of being driven upon an impracticable shore. In this 
storm he lost many of his ships, siiia returned without effect- 
ing anv thing. 

Antigonus was now Uttle short of eighty; and his great size 
and weight disqualified hrm for war still more than his age. 
He, therefore, left the miliiary department to his son, who, by 
his good fortune, as wdl as aljility, managed it in the happiest 
manner. Ner was Antigonus hurt by his son's debaucheries, 
Jiis expensive appearance, or his long carousals : for these were 
the things in wnich Demetrius emrployed himself in time of 
peace with the utmost Ircentiousness and most unbounded 
avidity. But hi war, no man, however naturaUy temperate, 
exceeded him in subriety. 

When the power that Lamia had over him was evident to 
all the world, Demetrius came, after some expedition or other, 
to salute his father, and kissed him so cordiany, that he laugh- 
ed, anrd said,—** Surely my son, you think you are kissing La- 
mia.*' Once when he had been spending many days with his 
friends over the bottle-, he excused himself at his return to 
court, by saying, — ^' That he had been hindered by a de- 
fluxion." "Sol heard," said Antigonus, " but whether wasf 
the defluxion from Thasos orfrom Chios?" Another time, be- 
ing informed that he was indisposed, he went to see him; and 
when' he came to the door, he met one of his favourites goFng 
out He went in^ however, andf sitting down by him,'too£ 
hold of his hand. Demetrius said, his fever had now left him. 
" I know it," said Antigonus, " for I met it this moment at the- 
door." With such mildness he treated his son's faults, out of 
regard to his excellent performances. It is the custom of the 
Scythians in the midst of their carousals to strike the string» 
of their bows> to repeal, as it were, their courage^ which 19 
m^Uiag, &way in pleasuce* But Demetrius ooe- while gavt. 
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himself up entirely to pleasure, and another while to business^ 
he did not internyx them. His military talents, therefore, 
did not suffer by his attentions of a ffayer kind. 

Nay, he seemed to show greater abilities in his preparations 
for war, than in the use of them. He was not content unless 
he had stores that were more than sufficient. There was some- 
thing peculiarly great in the construction of his ships and en- • 
gines, and he took an unwearied pleasure in the inventing of 
new ones: for he was ingenious in the speculative part of 
mechanics; and he did not, like other princes, apply his taste 
and knowledge of those arts to the purposes of diversion, or 
to pursuits ot no utility, such as playing on the flute, painting, 
or turning. 

JSropus king of Macedon, spent his hours of leisure in 
making little tables and lamps. Attains,* surnamed Philo- 
metor,t amused himself with planting poisonous h^rbs, not 
only henbane and hellebore, but hemlock, aconite, and doryc- 
nium.:( These he cultivated in the royal gardens, and, beside 
gathering them at their proper seasons, made it his business to 
know the qualities of their juices and fniit And the king» 
of Parthia took a pride in forging and sharpening heads for 
arrows. But the mechanics of Demetrius were of a princely 
kind; there was always something great in the fabric. Toge- 
ther with a spirit of curiosity and love of the arts, there ap- 
peared in all n^s works a grandeur of design, and dignity of 
invention, so that they were not only worthy of the genius 
and wealth, but of the hand of a king. His friends were as- 
tonished at their greatness, and his very enemies were pleased 
with their beauty. Nor is this description of him at all ex- 
aggerated. His enemies used to stand upon the shore looking^ 
with admiration upon his galleys of fifteen or sixteen banks 
of oars, as they sailed along; and his engines called helepoles^ 
were a pleasing spectacle to the very towns which he besieged. 
This is evident from facts. Lysimachus, who, of all the prin- 
ces of his time, was the bitterest enemy to Demetrius, when 
he came to compel him to raise the siege of Soli in Cilicia, 
desired he would show him his engines of war, and his man- 
ner of navigating the galleys; and he was so struck with the 
sight, that he immediately retired. And the Rhodians, after 
they had stood a long siege, and at last compromised the affair, 

* Plutarch does not do that honour to Attains which he desenres, when he 
mentions his employments as nnworthy of a prince. He made many experi- 
ments in natural philosophy, and wrote a treatise on a^gricvfture. Other 
kin^, particularly Hiero and Archelaus, did the same. 

t Tins is a mistake in Plittarch. Pbilornetor was another prince^ who vK«d^ 
igricnlture his amusement «.«— ^ «^»^ 

t Doryenium wot- a common pbisoiiQiiift ip\'aai\,ii\&i^'inii^^»«»2^"^^^*^'^^'*' 
pointB ofspean betag tiofwi with its iiaicei. 
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requested him to leave some of his enginesi as monuments 
both of his power, and of their valour. 

His war with the Rhodians was occasioned by their alliance 
with Ptolemy; and in the course of it he brought the largest 
of his helepoles up to their walls. Its base was square ; each 
of its sides at the bottom forty-eight cubits wide; and it was 
sixty-six cubits high. The sides of the several divisions gra- 
dually lessened, so that the top was much narrower than the 
bottom. The inside was divided into several stories or rooms, 
one above another. The front, which was turned towards the 
enemy, had a window in each story, through which missive 
weapons of various kinds were thrown ; for it was filled with 
men who practised every method of fighting. It neither 
shook nor veered the least in its motion, but rolled on in a 
steady upright position; and, as it moved with a horrible 
noise, it at once pleased and terrified the spectators.* 

He had two coats of mail brought from Cyprust for his use 
in this war, each of which weighed forty minse. Zoilus, the 
maker, to show the excellence of their temper, ordered a dart 
to be shot at one of them from an engine at the distance of 
twenty -six paces; and it stood so firm, that there was no more 
mark upon it than what might be made with such a style as is 
used in writing. This he took for himself, and gave the other 
to Alcimus the Epirot, a man of the greatest bravery and 
strength of any in his army. The Epirot's whole suit of ar- 
mour weighed two talents, whereas that of others weighed no 
more than one. He fell, in the siege of Rhodes, in an action 
near the theatre. 

As the Rhodians defended themselves with great spirit, 
Demetrius was notable to do any thing considerable. There 
was one thing in their conduct which he particularly resented: 
and, for that reason, he persisted in the siege. . They had 
taken the vessel in which were letters from his wife Phila, to- 
gether with some robes and pieces of tapestry, and they sent 
it, as it was, to Ptolemy; in which they were far from imitat- 
ina; the politeness of the Athenians, who, when they were at 
war witn Philip, happening to take his couriers, read all the 
other letters, but sent him that of Olympia with the seal 
entire. 

But Demetrius, though much incensed, did not retaliate 
upon the Rhodians, though he soon had an opportunity. Pro* 

* Diolonis Sicuhissays, this machine had nine stories; and that it roHed 
on four lar^e wheels, each of vrhich was sixteen feet higli. 

t Pliny says that the Cyprian armonr was impreg^nable. ^ Cypnis was fa- 

mo/js //>r f he metal of which armour was made even in the time of the Trojao 

tvRr, aijff A^memaoD bad a coirasa sent him from Cyoiraft king of Cyprus. — 
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togenes of Caunus was at that time painting for them the hii^ 
lory of lalysus,* and had almost finished it, when Demetrius 
seized it in one of the suburbs. The Rhodians sent a herald 
to entreat him to spare the work, and not suffer it to be de^ 
stroyed. Upon which he said, — " He would rather burn the 
pictures of his father, than hurt so laborious a piece of art; 
for Protoeenes is said to have been seven years in finishing 
it Apeltes tells us, that when he first saw it, he was so much 
astonished that he could not speak; and, at last, when he re- 
covered himself he said, — ^' A master-piece of labour ! a won- 
derful performance ! But it wants those graces which raise the 
fame of m^ paintings to the skies." This piece was after- 
wards carriea to Rome, and, being added to the number >0f 
those collected there, was destroyed by fire. The Rhodians 
now began to grow weary of the war. Demetrius, too, want- 
ed only a pretence to put an end to it, and he found one. The 
Athenians came and reconciled them on this condition, that 
the Rhodians should assist Anti^onus and Demetrius as allies, 
in all their wars, except those with Ptolemy. 

At the same time the Athenians called him to their succour 
against Cassander, who was besieging the city. In conse- 
quence of which, he sailed thither with a fleet of three hundred 
and thirty ships, and a numerous body of land forces. With 
these he not only drove Cassander out of Attica, but followed 
him to Thermopylae, and entirely defeated him there. Hera- 
clea then voluntarily submitted, and he received into his armjr 
six thousand Macedonians, who came over to him. In his 
return he restored liberty to thte Greeks within the straits of 
Thermopylae, took the Boeotians into his alliance, and made 
himself master of Cenchreae. He likewise reduced Phyle and 
Panactus, the bulwarks of Attica, which had been garrisoned 
by Cassander, and put them in the hands of the Athenians 

* We hare not met with the particular subject of this famous painting. 
Talysus was one of the fabulous heroes, the son oi Ochimus, and grandson of 
Apollo ; and there is a town in Rhodes called lalysus, which probably had its 
name from him. It was in this picture that Pi-otogenes, when he hstd lung 
laboured in vain to paint the foam of a doj^, happily nit it off, by throwing the 
brush, in anger, at the dog's mouth. £lian, as well as Plutarch, says, that 
he was seven years in 6ni3)incr it. Pliny tells us, that he gave it four coats of 
colours, that when one was effaced by time, another might supply its place. 
He tells lis, too, that while Protogenes was at work, he was visited by Deme- 
trius, and when the latter asked him how he could prosecute his work with 
so much calmness under the rage of war? he answered, — ^^ That though De- 
metrius was at war with Bhodes, he did not suppose he was at war with the 
arts." He is said to have lived on luf)ines during the time he was employed 
on this painting, that his judgment might not be clouded by luxunous diet« 
The picture was brousrht to Rome by Cassies, and placed in the Temple oC 
Peace, where it remained till tlietimeof Commodus,YiVsfti^^\»%'e?iDfcx^^C^''^te» 
temple, it was consumed by fire. 

Vol. IV. U 
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Again. The Athenians, though they had lavished honours 
upon him before in the most extravagant manner, yet con- 
trived on this occasion to appear new in their flattery. They 
gave orders that he should lodge in the back part of the Par- 
thtnon; which, accordingly, he did, and Minerva was said to 
have received him as her guest; a ^est not very fit to come 
under her roof, or suitable to her virgin purity. 

In one of their expeditions, his brother Philip took up his 
quarters in a house wnere there were thrf« young women. His 
father, Antigonus, said nothing to Philip; but called the quar- 
ter-master, and said to him in his presence, — ^^ Why do you 
not remove my son out of this lodgmg, where he is so much 
straitened for room?" And Demetrius, who ought to have re- 
ferenced Minerva, if, on no other account, yet as his eldest 
sister, (for so he affected to call her,) behaved in such a man- 
ner to persons of both sexes, who were above the condition of 
slaves, and the citadel was so polluted with his debaucheries, 
that it appeared to be kept sacred in some degree, when he in- 
dulged himself only with such prostitutes as Chrysis, Lamia, 
Demo, and Anticyra. 

Some things we choose to pass over out of regard to the 
character of the city of Athens; but the virtue ana chastity of 
Democles ought not to be left under the veil of silence. De- 
mocles was very young, and his beauty was no secret to De- 
metrius. Indeed, his surname unhappily declared it, for he 
was called Democles the Handsome, Demetrius, through his 
emissaries, left nothing unattempted to gain him by great of- 
fers, or to intimidate him by threats; but neither couldprevail. 
He left the wrestling-ring and all public exercises, and made 
use only of a private bath. Demetrius watched his opportu- 
nity, and surprised him there alone. The boy seeing nobody 
near to assist him, and the impossibility of resisting with any 
effect, took off the cover of the cauldron, and jumped into the 
boiling water. • It is true, he came to an unworthy end, but 
his sentiments were worthy of his country and of his personal 
merit 

Very different were those of Cleaenetus the son of Cleome- 
don. That youth, having procured his father the remission of 
a fine of fifty talents, brought letters from Demetrius to the 
people, signifying his pleasure in that respect; by which he not 
only dishonoured himself, but brought great trouble upon the 
city. The people took off the fine, out at the same time they 
made a decree, that no citizen should, for the future, bring any 
letter from Demetrius. Yet when they found that Demetrius 
was disobliged at it, and expressed his resentment in strong 
terms, they not only repealed the act, but punished the per- 
£ions who proposed ancf supported it, some with death, and 
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some with banishment They likewise passed a new edict, 
importing, — ^^ That the people of Athens had resolved that 
whatsoever thing Demetrius might command, should be ac- 
counted holy in respect of the {^ds, and just in respect of 
men." Some person of better principle, on this occasion, hap- 
peningto say, that Stratodes was mad in proposing such de- 
crees, Demochares the Leuconian* answered, — ^ He would be 
mad if he were not mad." Stratocles found his advantage in 
his servility; and for this saying, Demochares was prosecuted 
and banished the city. To such meannesses were the Athe- 
nians brought, when the garrison seemed to be removed out of 
their city, and they pretended to be a free people ! 

Demetrius afterwards passed into Peloponnesus, where he 
found no resistance: for all his enemies fled before him, or 
surrendered their cities. He, therefore, reduced with ease that 
part of the country called ^cte, and all Arcadia, except Man- 
tinea. Argos, Sicyon, and Corinth, he set free from their 
garrisons by giving the commanding officers a hundred talents 
to evacuate them. About that time the feasts of Juno came 
on at Argos, and Demetrius presided in the games and other 
exhibitions. During these solemnities he married Deidamia, 
the daughter of ^acides king of the Molossians, and sister of 
Pyrrhus. He told the Sicyonians that they lived out of their 
city, and showing them a more advantageous situation, per- 
suaded them to build one where the town now stands. Along 
with the situation he likewise changed the name, calling the 
town Demetrius, instead of Sicyon. 

The states being assembled at the Isthmus, and a prodigious 
number of people attending, he was proclaimed general of all 
Greece, as Philip and Alexander haa been before; and in the 
elation of power and success, he thought himself a much 
greater man. Alexander robbed no other prince of his title, 
nor did he ever declare himself king of kings, though he raised 
many both to the style and authority of kings. iBut Deme- 
trius thought no man worthy of that title except his father and 
himself. He even ridiculed those who made use of it, and it 
was with pleasure he heard the sycophants at his table drink- 
ng King Demetrius, Seleucus commander of the elephants, 
Ptolemy admiral, Lysimachus treasurer, and Agathocles the 
Sicilian governor of the islands. The rest of them only laugh- 
id at sucn extravagant instances of vanity. Lvsimachus alone 
;^as angry, because Demetrius seemed to thinK him no better 
than an eunuch : for the princes of the east had generally 
eunuchs for their treasurers. Lysimachus, indeed, was the 

* The nephew of Demosflienes. The Greek tesX. isltnX c;d2^ \flssL 
is erroneoiu. It abouJd be ^mnwuf • 
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most violent enemy that he had; and now taking an opjtortxi- 
nity to disparage him on account of his passion lor Ldunia, he 
said,— ^ This was tiie first time he had seen a whore act in a 
tragedy."* Demetrius said in answer, — ^ My whore is an 
honester woman than his Penelope.'^ 

When he was preparing to return to Athens, he wrote to 
the republic, that, on his arrival, he intended to be initiated, 
and to be immediately admitted, not only to the less myste- 
ries, but even to those called intuitive. This was unlawful 
and unprecedented ; for the less mysteries were celebrated in 
February ,t and the ^eater in September ;:( and none were 
admitted to the intuitive till a year at least after they had at- 
tended the greater mysteries. § When the letters were read, 
Pythodorus the torch-bearer was the only person who ventur- 
ed to oppose the demand ; and his opposition was entirely in- 
effectual. Stratocles procured a decree that the month of 
Munychion should be called and reputed the month of •dip- 
thesteriofiy to give Demetrius an opportunity for his first ini- 
tiation, which was to be performed in the ward of A{^; 
after which, Munychion was changed again into Boedromion. 
By these means, Demetrius was admitted to the greater mys- 
teries, and to immediate inspection. Hence those strokes of 
satire upon Stratocles, from tne poet Philippides : — ^^*The man 
who can contract the whole year into one month." And, 
with respect to Demetrius' being lodged in the Parthenon: 
— ^' The man who turns the temples into inns, and brings pros- 
.titutes into the company of the virgin goddess." 

But amongst the many abuses and enormities committed in 
their city, no one seems to have given the Athenians greater 
uneasiness than this; — ^he ordered them to raise two hundred 
and fifty talents in a very short time, and the sum was exact- 
ed with the greatest rigour. When the money was brought in, 
and he saw it all togetner, he ordered it to be given to JLamia 
and his other mistresses, to buy soap. Thus, the disgrace 
hurt them more than the loss, and the application more than 
the impost Some, however, say, that it was not to the Athe- 
nians he behaved in this manner, but to the people of Thes- 
saly. Besides this disagreeable tax. Lamia extorted money 
from many persons on her own auUiority, to enable her to 

* The modern sta^e needs not be put to the blush by this assertion in favour 
of tl^e ancient : the reason of it was, that there were no women actors. Men, 
in female dresses, performed their parts. 

t Anthesterion. t Boedromion. 

k Plutarch, in this place, seems to make a difference between the intuitive 
aod the greater mysteries, though they are commonly understood to be the 
astme, Casaubon and Meursius thinks the text corrupt ; but the manner in 
9rlucb they would restore it, does not Tender illeuv^rplezed. 
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Srovide ftn entertainmtot for the king. And the expanse of 
lat supper was so remarkable^ that Lyneeus the Samian took 
pains to sive a descri{)tion of it For me same reason^ a comio 
poet of those times, with equal wit and trutli, call^ Lamia an 
Helepolis; and Demochares the Solian, called Demetrius Mu» 
thosy that iS| Fable, because he too had his Lami&^ 

The great interest that Lamia had. with Demetrius, in con- 
sequence of his passion for her. excited a spirit of envy and 
aversion to her, not only in the oreasts of his wives, but of his 
friends. Demetrius having sent ambassadors to Lysimachus, 
on some occasion or other, that prince amused himself one 
day with showing them the deep wounds he had received 
from a lion's claws in his arms and thighs, and gave them an 
account of his being shut up with that wild beast by Alexan- 
der the Great, and of the battle he had with itt Upon which 
thev laughed, and said: — ^*The king, our master, too, beartf 
on his neck the marks of a dreadful wild beast, called a La- 
mia." Indeed, it was strange that he should at first have so 
great an objection against the disparity of years between him 
and Phila, and afterwards fall into such a lasting captivity to 
Lamia, diough she had passed her prime at meir first ac- 

auaintance. One evening', when Lamia had 'been playing on 
le flute at supper, Demetrius asked Demo, surnamed Mania,t 
what she thought o£ her ? "I think her an old woman. Sir," 
said Demo. Another time, when there was an extraordin^iry 
dessert on the table, he said to her: — ^^ You see what fine 
things Lamia sends me.'^ '* My mother will send you finer," 
answered Demo, " if you will out lie with her." 

We shall mention only one story more of Lamia, which re- 
lates to her censure of the celebrated judgment of Bocchoris. 
In Egypt there was a young man extremely desirous of the 
favours of a courtesan named Thonis, but she set too high a 
price upon them. Afterwards he fancied that he enjoyed lier 
m a dream, and his desire was satisfied. Thonis, upon this, 
commenced an action a^inst him for the money; and Boc- 
choris having heard bom parties, ordered the man to tell the 
fold that she demanded into a basin, and shake it about before 
er, that she might enjoy the sight of it: — "For fancy," said 
he, " is no more than the shadow of truth.'^ Lamia did not 

* Fabulous history mentiona a queen of Libjra, who, oot of rage for the loss 
of her owD childreu, ordered diose of other women to be brought to her^ and 
devoured them. From whence she was caUed Lamia, from the Phoenician 
word Labama^ to derour. Upon this account, Diodonis tells us, Ihat Lamia 
became a bugbear to children. And this satisfies M. Dacier with regard to 
the explanation of this passage in Plutarch. 

t Justin and Pausanias mention this; but Q. Curthu doabti the traQk oC 
it; and he probably is in the right 

t In English, Mm Madcap. 

Vol. IV. 14 
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think this a just sentence; ^^ because the woman's desire of 
the eold was not removed by the appearance of it; whereas 
the aream cured the passion of her lover.'' 

The change in the fortunes and actions of the subject of our 
narrative now turns the comic scene into tragedy: all the 
other kings having united their forces against Antigonus, De- 
metrius left Greece in order to join him, and was^ greatly 
animated to find his father preparing for war with a spirit 
above his years. Had Antigonus abated a little of his pre- 
tensions, and restrained his ambition to govern the, world, he 
might have kept the pre-eminence among the successors of 
Alexander, not only for himself, but for iiis son after him. 
But being naturally arro^nt, imperious, and no less insolent 
in his expressions than m his actions, he exasperated many 
young and powerful princes against him. He boasted, that 
^^ he could break the present league, and disperse the united 
armies, with as much ease as a boy does a flock of birds, by 
throwing a stone, or making a slight noise." 

He had an army of more than seventy thousand foot, ten 
thousand horse, and seventy-five elephants. The enemy's in- 
fantry consisted of sixty-four thousand men, their cavalry of 
ten thousand five hundred ; they had four hundred elephants, 
and a hundred and twenty armed chariots. When the two 
armies were in sight, there was a visible chanse in the mind 
of Antigonus, but rather with respect to his hopes than his 
resolution. In other engagements his spirits used to be high, 
his port lofty, his voice loud, and his expressions vaunting; 
insoniuch that he would sometimes, in the heat of the action, 
let fall some jocular expression, to show his unconcern, and 
his contempt of his adversary. But, at this time, he was ob- 
served for the most part to be thoughtful and silent; and one 
day he presented his son to the army, and recommended him 
as his successor. What appeared still more extraordinary was, 
that he took him aside into his tent, and discoursed with him 
there : for he never used to communicate his intentions to him 
in private, or to consult him in the least, but to rely entirely 
on nis oWn judgment, and to give orders for the execution of 
what he had resolved on by himself. It is reported that De- 
metrius, when very young, once asked him when they should 
decamp, and that he answered angrily, — ^^ Are you afraid that 
you only shall not hear the trumpet?" 

On this occasion, it is true, their spirits were depressed by 
ill omens. ^ Demetrius dreamed that Alexander came to him 
in a magnificent suit of armour, and asked him what was to 
be the word in the ensuing battle? Demetrius answered, t/u- 
piter and Victory; upon which Alexander said, — ^^ I go then 
fo your adversaries^ for they are ready to receive me." When 
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the army was put in order of battle, Antigonus stumbled as 
he went out of his tent, and, falling on his face, received a con- 
siderable hurt After he had recovered himself, he stretched 
out his hands towards heaven, and prayed either for victory, 
or that he might die before he was sensible that the day was 
lost 

When the battle was begun, Demetrius, at the head of his 
best cavalry, fell upon Antiochus the son of Seleucus, and 
fought with so much bravery that he put the enemy to flight; 
but oy a vain and unseasonable ambition to go upon the pur- 
suit, he lost the victory : for he went so far that ne could not 
get back to join his infantry, the enemy's elephants having 
taken up the intermediate space. Seleucus now seeing his 
adversary's foot deprived of their horse, did not attack them, 
but rode about them, as if he was ffoing every moment to 
charge; intending bv this manoeuvre both to terrify them, and 
to give them an opportunity to change sides. The event an- 
swered his expectation. Gfreat part separated from the main 
body, and voluntarily came over to him ; the rest were put to 
the rout. When great numbers were bearing down upon An- 
tigonus, one of those that were about him said, — ^^ They are 
coming against you. Sir." lie answered, — ^ What other ob- 
ject can they have ? But Demetrius will come to my assist- 
ance." In this hope he continued to the last, still lookinjg 
about for his son, till he fell under a shower of darts. His 
servants and his very friends forsook him; only Theorax of 
Larissa remained by the dead body. 

The battle being thus decided, the kings who were victori- 
ous, dismembered the kingdom of Antigonus and Demetrius, 
like some ereat body, and each took a limb; thus adding to 
their own dominions the provinces which those two princes 
were possessed of before. Demetrius fled with five thousand 
foot and four thousand horse: and as he reached Ephesus in 
a short time, and was in want of money, it was expected that 
he would not spare the temple. However, he not only spared 
it himself,* but fearing that his soldiers might be tempted to 
violate it, he immediately left the place and embarked for 
Greece. His principal dependence was upon the Athenians; 
for with them he had left his ships, his money, and his wife 
Deidamia; and in this distress he thought he could have no 
safer asylum than their affection. He therefore, pursued his 
voyage with all possible expedition; but ambassadors from 
Athens met him near the Cyclades, and entreated him not to 
think of going thither, because the people had decla^d by an 
edict that they would receive no king into their city. A&Cswt 

* A strMDg proof that advemty u <hft ^^axcsol «* 'fViX^ft^ 
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Deidamia, they had conducted her to Megara with a propei 
retinue, and an the respect due to her rank. This so enraged 
Demetrius, that he was no longer master of himself; though 
he had hitherto borne his misfortune with sufficient calmness, 
and discovered no mean or ungenerous sentiment in the great 
change of his afiairs: but to be deceived, beyond all his ex- 
pectation, by the Athenians ; to find by facts that their affec- 
tion, so i^reat in appearance, was only false and counterfeit, 
was a thing that cut him to the heart. Indeed, excessive ho- 
nours are a very indifferent proof of the regard of the peo- 
ple for king[s and princes: for all the value of those honours 
rests in their being freely given; and there can be no cer- 
tainty of that, because the givers may be under the influence 
of fear: and fear and love often produce the same public de- 
clarations. For the same reason, wise princes will not look 
upon statues, pictures, or divine honours^ut rather consider 
their own actions and behaviour, and, in consequence thereof, 
either believe those honours real, or disregard them as the 
dictates of necessity. Nothing more frequently happens, than 
that the people hate their sovereign the most, at the time that 
he is receiving the most immoderate honours, the tribute oi 
unwilling minds. 

Demetrius, though he severely felt this ill treatment, was 
not in a condition to revenge it: he, therefore, by his envoys, 
expostulated with the Athenians in moderate terms, and only- 
desired them to send him his galleys, among which there was 
one of thirteen banks of oars. As soon as he had received 
them he steered for the Isthmus, but found his affairs there in 
a very bad situation. The cities expelled his ^rrisons, and 
were all revolting to his enemies. Leaving Pyrrhus in Greece, 
he then sailed to the Chersonesus, and by the ravages he com- 
mitted in the country, distressed Lysimachus, as well 9S en- 
riched and secured the fidelity of his own forces, which now 
began to gather strength, and improve into a respectable army. 
^ The other kings paid no regard to Lysimachus, who, at the 
same time that he was much more formidable in his power 
than Demetrius, was not in the least tnore moderate in his 
conduct 

Soon after this, Seleueus sent proposals of marriage to Stra- 
tonice, the daughter of Demetrius by Piiila. He had, indeed, 
already a son named Antiochus, by Apama, a Persian lady ; 
but he thought that his dominions were sufficient for more 
heirs, and that he stood in need of this new alliance, because 
he saw Lysimachus marrying one of Ptolemy's daughters him- 
self, and taking the other for his son Agathocles. A con nee- 

• t/on with Seleueus was a happy and unexpected turn of for* 

tune for Oemetriusi 
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He took his daughter^ and sailed with his whole fleet to 
Syria. In the course of the voyage he was se\reral times uiider 
a necessity of making land, and he touched in particular upon 
the coast of Cilicia, which had heen given to Plistarchus the 
brother of Cassander, as his share, after the defeat of Anti- 
gonus. Plistarchus thinking himself injured by the descent 
whicb Demetrius made upon his country, went immediate!;^ to 
Cassander, to complain olSeleucus for having reconciled him- 
self to the common enemy, without the concurrence of the 
other kings. Demetrius being informed of his departure, left 
the sea, and marched up to Quinda ; where, finding twelve 
hundred talents, the remains of his father's treasures, he car- 
ried them off, embarked ajg;ain without interruption, and set 
sail with the utmost expedition, his wife Phila having joined 
him by the way. 

Seleucus met him at Orossus. Their interview was con* 
ducted in a sincere and princely manner, without any marks of 
design or suspicion. Seleucus invited Demetrius first to his 
pavilion; and then Demetrius entertained him in his galley of 
thirteen banks of oars. They conversed at their ease, and 
passed the time together without guards or arms: till Seleucus 
took Stratonice, and carried her with great pomp to Antioch. 

Demetrius seized the province of Cilicia, and sent Phila to 
her brother Cassander, to answer the accusations brought 
against him by Plistarchus. Mean time Deidamia came to 
him from Greece, but she had not spent any long time with 
him before she sickened and died ; and Demetrius having ac- 
commodated matters with Ptolemy through Seleucus, it was 
agreed that he should marry Ptolemais, the daughter of that 
prince. 

Hitherto Seleucus had behaved with honour and propriety ; 
but afterwards he demanded that Demetrius should surrender 
Cilicia to him for a sum of money, and on his refusal to do 
that, angrily insisted on having Tyre and Sidon. This beha- 
viour appeared unjustifiable and cruel. W)ien he already eom- 
mandea Asia from the Indies to the Syrian sea, how sordid 
was it to quarrel fqr two cities with a pHnce who was his 
father-in-law, and who laboured under so painful a reverse of 
fortune. A strong proof how true the maxim of Plato is, — 
" That the man who would be truly happy, should not study 
to enlarge his estate, but to contract ms desires." For he 
who does not restrain his avarice, must for ever be poor. 

However, Demetrius, far from being inthnidated, said, — 
<< Though I had lost a thousand battles as great as that of 
Ipsus, nothing should bring me to buy the alliance of Seleu- 
cus;" and, upon this principle, he giarrlsow^^ >^^^^ ^sv^Cxa^ \^v 
the strongest manner. About th\a Xiaxe* \ka:^\\!i%voX^S>^?i^^^ 
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that Athens was divided into factions, and that Laidiafes^ 
takine advantage of these, had seized the government, he ex* 
pected to take the city with ease, if he appeared suddenly be* 
fore it Accordingly, he set out with a considerable fleet, and 
crossed the sea wiSiout danger: but on the coast of Attica, he 
met with a storm, in which ne lost many ships and great num- 
bers of his men. He escaped, however, himself, and began 
hostilities against Athens, tnough with no great vigour. As 
his operations answered no end, he sent his lieutenants to col- 
leet another fleet, and in the mean time entered Peloponnesus^ 
and laid' siege to Messene. In one of the assaults he was in 
great daneer; for a dart which came from an engine, pierced 
throof^ hi» jaw, and entered his mouth. But he recovered, 
and reduced some cities that had revolted. After this, he in- 
vaded Attica again, took Eleusis and Rhamnus, and ravaged 
the country. Happening to take a ship loaded with wheat, 
which was bound lor Athens, he hanged both the merchant 
and the pilot This alarmed other merchants so much that they 
forebore attempting any thing of that kind, so that a famine 
ensued ; and, together with the want of bread-corn, the people 
were in want of every thing else. A bushel* of salt was sold 
for forty drachmas, and a f>eckt of wheat for three hundred. 
A fleet of a hundred and fifty ships, which Ptolemy sent to 
their relief, appeared before ^gina; but the encouragement it 
afibrded them was of short continuance. A great reinforce- 
ment of his ships came to Demetrius from Peloponnesus and 
Cyprus, so that he had not in all fewer than three hundred. 
Ptolemy's fleet, therefore, weighed anchor, and steered off. 
The tyrant Lachares at the same time made his escape pri- 
vately, and abandoned the city. 

The Athenians, though they had made a decree, that no man, 
under pain of death, should mention peace or reconciliation 
with Demetrius, now opened the gates nearest him, and sent 
ambassadors to his camp. Not that they expected any favour 
from him, bulthey were forced to take that step by the ex- 
tremity of famir»e. In the course of it many dreadful things 
happened, and this is related among the rest: — A father and 
his son were sitting in the same room, in the last despair 
when a dead mouse happening to fall from the roof of the 
honse, they both started up and fought for it Epicurus the 
philosopher is said at that time to have supported his friends 
and disciples with beans, which he sharea with them, and 
counted out to them daily. 

In such a miserable condition was the city, when Demetrius 

* Mediinnus. 

f Modiua, These measures were aomethiDg more, but we give only the 
round quantity, — 8ee (he table.. 
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entered it. He dfdefed all the Athenitfos td assemble in the 
theatre, which he surrounded with his troops; and havini^ 
planted his guards on each side the stage, he came down through 
the passage l)y which the tragedians enter. The fears of the 
people on his appearance increased; but they were entirely 
dissipated when he began to speak; for neither the accent of 
his voice was loud, nor his expressions severe. He complained 
of them in soft and easy terms, and taking them again into 
favour, made them a present of a hundred thousand measures 
of wheat,*^ and re-established such an administration as was 
most agreeable to them. 

The orator Dromoclides observed the variety of acclama- 
tions among the people, and that, in the joy o( their hearts, 
they endeavoured to outdo the encomiums of those that spoke 
from the rostrum. He, therefore, proposed a decree that the 
Piraeus and the fort of Munychia should be delivered up- to 
king Demetrius. After this bill was passed, Demetrius, on 
his own authority, put a garrison in the Museum ; lest, if there 
should be another defection amongst the people, it might keep 
them from other enterprises. 

The Athenians thus reduced, Demetrius immediately formed' 
a design upDn Lacedaemon. King Archidamus met him at 
Man tinea, where Demetrius defeated him in a pitched battle;, 
and, after he had put him to flight, he entered Laconia. There 
was another action almosit in sight of Sparta, in which he killed 
two hundred of the enemy, and made five hundred prisoners: 
so that he seemed almost master of a town which, hitherto, 
had never been taken. But surely fortune never displayed 
such sudden and extraordinary vicissitudes in the life of any 
other prince; in no other scene of things did she so often 
change from low to high, from a glorious to an abject condi- 
tion, or again repair tne ruins she had made. Hence he is 
said, in his greatest adversity, to have addressed her in the 
words of -^schylus : — 

Thou gav'st me life and honour, and tby hand 
Now strikes me to the heart. 

When his affairs seemed to be in so promising a train for 
cower and empire, news was brought that Lysiniachus, in the 
first place, had taken the cities he had in Asia; that Ptohemy 
had aispossessed him of all Cyprus, except the city of Sala- 
mis, in which he had left his cnildren and his mother; and 
that this town was now actually besieged. Fortune, however^ 
like the woman in Archllochus, 

Whose rij^bt band o/Ter'd water, while the left - 
Bore hostile fire, 

*** Me&nnw 
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though she drew him from LacedsBmon bv these alarming 
tidings, yet soon raised him a new scene of light and hope. 
She availed herself of these circumstances: — 

After the death of Cassander, his eldest son Philip had but 
a short reisn over the Macedonians, for he died soon after his 
father. The two remaining brothers were perpetually at va- 
riance. One of them, named Antipater, having killed his mo- 
ther Thessalonica, Alexander, the other brother, called in the 
Greek princes to his assistance, Pyrrhus from Epirus, and 
Demetrius from Peloponnesus. Pyrrhus arrived first, and 
seized a considerable part of Macedonia, which he kept for 
his reward, and by that means, became a formidable neignbour 
to Alexander. Demetrius no sooner received the letters, than 
he marched his forces thither likewise, and the young prince 
was still more afraid of him, on account of his ^eat name and 
dignity. He met him, however, at Dium, and received him 
in the most respectful manner, but told him at the same time 
that his afiairs did not now require his presence. Hence mu- 
tual jealousies arose, and Demetrius, as he was going to sup 
with Alexander, upon his invitation, was informed that there 
was a design against his life, which was to be put in execution 
in the midst of the entertainment. Demetrius was not in the 
least disconcerted; he only slackened his pace, and gave or- 
ders to his generals to keep the troops under arms: after which 
he took his guards and the officers of his household, who were 
much more numerous than those of Alexander, and command- 
ed them to enter the banqueting-room with him, and to remain 
there till he rose from the table. Alexander's people, intimi- 
dated by his train, durst not attack Demetrius: and he, for his 
part, pretending that he was not disposed to drink that even- 
ing, soon withdrew. Next day, he prepared to decamp; and 
alleging that he was called off by some new emergency, de- 
sired Alexander to excuse him if he left him soon this time; 
and assured him, that at some other opportunity, he would 
make a longer stay. Alexander rejoicea that he was going 
away voluntarily, and without any hostile intentions, and ac- 
companied him as far as Thessaly. When they came to La- 
rissa, they renewed their invitations, but both with malignity 
in their hearts. In consequence of these polite manoeuvres, 
Alexander fell into the snare of Demetrius. He would not 

fo with a guard, lest he should teach the other to do the same, 
[e, therefore, suffered that which he was preparing fOr hiS; 
enemy, and which he only deferred for the surer and niore 
convenient execution. He went to sup with DemgtriUs ; and 
as his host rose up in the midst of the feast, Ali^^cander was 
terrified and rose up with him. Demetrius, when he was at 
the daar, said no more to his guards than this:-^" Kill thp* 
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man that follows me;'' and then went out Upon whioh they 
cut Alexander in pieces, and his friends who attempted to as- 
sist him. One of these is reported to have said, as he was 
dying, — ^^ Demetrius is but one day beforehand with us." 

The night was, as might be expected, full of terror and con- 
fusion. In the morning the Macedonians were greatTy dis- 
turbed with the apprehension that Demetrius would fall upon 
them with all his forces; but when, instead of an appearance 
of hostilities, he sent a message desiring to speak with them, 
and vindicate what was done, they recovered their spirits, and 
resolved to receive him with civility. When he came he found 
it unnecessary to make long speeches. They hated Antipater 
for the murder of his mother, and, as they had no better prince 
at hand, they declared Demetrius king, and conducted him 
into Macedonia^ The Macedonians who were at home, proved 
not averse to the change : for they always remembered with 
horror Cassander's base behaviour to Alexander the Great; 
and if they had any regard left for the moderation of old An- 
tipater, it turned all in favour of Demetrius, who had married 
his daughter Phila, and had a son by her to succeed him in the 
throne ; a youth who was already grown up, and at this very 
time bore arms under his father. 

Immediately after this glorious turn of fortune, Demetrius 
received news that Ptolemy had set his wife and children at 
liberty, and dismissed them with presents and other tokens of 
honour. He was informed, too, that his daughter, who had 
been married to Seleucus, was now wife to Antiochus, the son 
of that prince, and declared queen of the barbarous nations in 
Upper Asia. Antiochus was violently enamoured of the 
young Stratonice, though she had a son by his father. His 
condition was extremely unhappy. He made the greatest ef- 
forts to conquer his passion, but they were of no avail. At 
last, considering that his desires were of the most extravagant 
kind, that there was no prospect of satisfaction for them, and 
that the succours of reason entirely failed, he resolved in his 
despair to rid himself of life, and bring it gradually to a period, 
by neglecting all care of his person, and abstaining from food. 
For this purpose he made sickness his pretence. His physi- 
cian, Erasistratus, easily discovered that his distemper was 
love, but it was difficult to conjecture who was the object In 
order to find it out, he spent wnole days in his chamber; and 
whenever any beautiful person of either sex entered it, he ob- 
served with great attention, not only his looks, but every part 
and motion of the body which corresponds the most with the 
passions of the soul. .When others entered he was entirely 
unaffected, but when Stratonice came in, as sha o^\k^ ^\'^> 
either alone or with Sdeucus, be sYxovf^ «5\ V^ci^ ^>j\jK^\si\K!^ 
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described by Sappho, the faltering voice, the bumine blush, 
the languid eye, the sudden sweat, the tumultuous pulse, and 
at lenetn, the passion overcoming his spirits, a deliquium, and 
mortal paleness. 

Erasistratus concluded from these tokens that the prince 
was ih love with Stratonice, and perceived that he intended to 
carry the secret with him to the grave. He saw the difficulty 
of breaking the matter to Seleucus; yet depending upon the 
affection which the king had for his son, he ventured one day 
to tell him, — ^^ That the young man's disorder was love, but 
love for which there was no remedy.'' The king, quite asto- 
nished, said, " How ' love for which there is no remedy !" " It 
is certainly so," answered Erasistratus, " for he is in love with 
my wife.'' "What! Erasistratus!" said the king, "would 
you, who ar^ my friend, refuse to give up your wife to my 
son, when you see us in dan^r of losing our only hope?" 
" Nay, would you do such a thmg," answered the physician, 
" thoush you are his father, if he were in love with Strato- 
nice ?'° "Oh! my friend," replied Seleucus, "how happy 
should I be, if either God or man could remove his affections 
thither ! I would give up my kingdom, so I could but keep 
Antiochus." He pronounced these words with so much emo- 
tion, and such a profusion of tears, that Erasistratus took him 
by the hand, and said, — ^" Then there is no need of Erasistra- 
tus. You, Sir, who are a father, a husband, and a king, will 
be the best physician too for your family." 

Upon this, Seleucus summoned the people to meet in full 
assembly, and told them, — " It was his will and pleasure that 
Antiochus should intermarry with Stratonice, and that they 
should be declared king and queen of the Upper Provinces. 
He believed," he said, "that Antiochus, who was such an 
obedient son, would not oppose his desire; and if the princess 
should oppoi^e the marriage, as an unprecedented thing, he 
hoped his friends would persuade her to think, that what was 
agreeable to the king, and advantageous to the kingdom, was 
both just and honourable." Such is said to have been the 
cause of the marriage between Antiochus and Stratonice. 

Demetrius was now master of Macedonia and Thessaly; 
and as he had great part of Peloponnesus too, and the cities of 
Megara and Athens on the other side of the Isthmus, he want- 
ed to reduce the Boeotians, and threatened them with hostili- 
ties. At first they proposed to come to an accommodation 
with him on reasonaole conditions; but Cleonymus the Spar- 
tan having thrown himself, in the mean time, into Thebes wiih 

•"(hi/SUV 'ujroSeij^cts is a corruption. It ought to be read o>J/euy vnKti'^t (^a 
/sunt, languid, or clouded eye. 
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his army, the Boeotians were so much elated, that, at the insti- 
gation of Pisis the Thespian, who was a leading man among 
uiem, they hroke off the treaty. Demetrius then drew up his 
machines to the walls, and laid siege to Thehes ; upon which 
Cleonymus, apprehending the consequences, stole out, and the 
Thehans were so much intimidated, that they immediately 
surrendered. Demetrius placed garrisons in their cities, ex- 
acted large contributions, and left Hieronymus the historian, 
governor of Boeotia. He appeared, however, to make a mer 
ciful use of his victory, particularly in the case of Pisis : for 
though he took him prUoner, he did not offer him any injury : 
on the contrary, he treated him with great civility and polite- 
ness, and appointed Yiim polemarch of Thespiae. 

Not long after this, Lysimachus being taken prisoner by 
Dromichaetes, Demetrius marched towards Thrace with all 
possible expedition, hoping to find it in a defenceless state. 
But while he was gone, the Boeotians revolted a^ain, and he 
had the mortification to hear on the road that Lysimachus was 
set at liberty. He, therefore, immediately turned back in 
great anger; and, finding on his return, that the Boeotians were 
already driven out of the field by his son Antigonus, he laid 
siege again to Thebes. However, as Pyrrhus had overrun all 
Thessaly, and was advanced as far as Thermopylae, Demetrius 
left the conduct of the siege to his son Antigonus, and marched 
against that warrior. 

Pyrrhus immediately retiring, Demetrius placed a guard of 
ten thousand foot and a thousand horse in Thessaly, and then 
returned to the siege. His first operation was to orins up his 
machine, called helepoles; but he proceeded in it with ^eat 
labour and by slow degrees, by reason of its size and weight: 
he could scarce move it two furlongs in two months.* As 
the Boeotians made a vigorous resistance, and Demetrius often 
obliged his men to renew the assault rather out of a spirit of 
animosity, than the hope of an advantage, younjg Antigonus 
was greatly concerned at seeing such numbers fall, and said, — 
^^ Why, sir, do we let these brave fellows lose their lives with- 
out any necessity?'^ Demetrius, offended at the liberty he 
took, made answer, — ^' Why do you trouble yourself about 
it? Have you any provisions to find for the dead ?'* To show, 
however, that he was not prodigal of the lives of his troops 
only, he took his share in the danger, and received a wound 
from a lance that pierced through nis neck. This gave him 
excessive pain, yet he continued the siege till he once more 
made himself master of Thebes. He entered the city with 

* A wonderful kind of motion this for a machine that roMv '^v^sol ^\a^bX 
about twelve inches in an hour! 
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such an air of resefttment and severity,^ that fhe inhabitants 
expected to su£fer the most dreadful punishments ; yet he con- 
tented himself with putting thirteen of them to deaths and 
banishing a few more. All the rest he pardoned. Thus 
Thebes was taken twice within ten years after its being rebuilt 

The Pythian games now approached, and Demetrius on this 
occasion took a very extraordinary step. As the ^tolians 
were in possession of the passes to Delphi, he ordered the 
games to oe solemnized at Athens ; allegmg, that they could 
not pay their homage to Apollo in a more proper place than 
that wnere the people considered him as their patron and pro- 
genitor. 

From thence he returned to Macedonia: but as he was na- 
turally indisposed for a life of quiet and inaction, and observ- 
ed besides that the Macedonians were attentive and obedient 
to him in time of war, diough turbulent and seditious in peace, 
he undertook an expedition against the J^Btolians. After he 
had ravaged the country, he left Pantauchus there with a re- 
spectable army, and wiui the rest of his forces marched against 
iPyrrhus. Pyrrhus was coming to seek him ; but as they hap- 
pened to take different roads, and missed each other, Deme- 
trius laid waste Epirus, and Pyrrhus falling upon Pantauchus, 
obliged him to stand on his defence. The two generals met 
in the action, and both gave and received wounds. Pyrrhus, 
however, defeated his adversary, killed great numbers of his 
men, and made five thousand prisoners. 

This battle was the principal cause of Demetnus' ruin : for 
Pyrrhus was not so much hated by the Macedonians for the 
mischief he had done them, as admired for his personal brave- 
ry; and the late battle in particular gained him great honour: 
insomuch, that many of the Macedonians said, — ^^ That of all 
the kings, it was in IPjrrrhus only that they saw a lively image 
of Alexander's valour; whereas the other princes, esf>ecially 
Demetrius, imitated him only in a theatrical manner, by af- 
fecting a lofty port and majestic air." 

Indeed, Demetrius did always appear like a theatrical king : 
for he not only affected a superfluity of ornament in wearing 
a double diadem, and a robe of purple interwoven with golcl, 
but he had his shoes made of cloth of gold, with soles of fine 
pui-ple. There was a robe a Ions; time in weaving for him, of 
most sumptuous magjnificence. "The figure of the world and 
all the heavenly bodies were to be represented upon it ; but it 
was left unfinished, on account of his change of tortune. Nor 
did any of his successors ever presume to wear it, though 
Macedon had many pompous kings after him. 

This ostentation of dress offended a people who were unac- 
customed to such sights : but his luxurious and dissolute man- 
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ner of life was a ikiore obnoxious circumstance : and what dis- 
obliged them most of all, was his difficulty of access; for he 
either refused to see those who applied to him, or behaved to 
them in a harsh and haughty manner. Though he &voured 
the Athenians more than we rest of the Greeks, their ambas- 
sadors waited two years at his court for an answer. The La- 
cedaemonians happening to send only one ambassador to him, 
he considered it as an a£front, and said in great anger, — 
^' What ! have the Lacedaemonians sent no more than one am- 
bassador?" " No," said the Spartan, acutely in his laconic way, 
^' one ambassador to one king." 

One day, when he seemed to come out in a more obliging 
temper, and to be something less inaccessible, he was present- 
ed with several petitions, au which he received, and put them 
m the skirt of his robe. The people of course followed him 
with great joy ; but no sooner was he come to the bridge over 
the Axius, than he opened his robe, and shook them all into 
the river. This stung the Macedonians to the heart ; when, 
looking for the protection of a king, they found the insolence 
of a tyrant And this treatment appeared the harder to such 
as had seen, or heard from those wno had seen, how kind the 
behaviour of Philip was on such occasions. An old woman 
was one day very troublesome to him in the street, and begged 
with great importunity to be heard. He said, — ^^ He was not 
at leisure." " Then," cried the old womaq, " you should not 
be a king." The king was struck with these words; and hav- 
ing considered the thing a moment, he returned to his palace ; 
where, postponing all oflier affairs, he gave audience fo^ seve- 
ral days to all who chose to apply to him, beginning with the 
old woman. Indeed, nothing oecomes a king so much as the 
distribution of justice : for "Mars is a tyrant," as Timotheus 
expresses it; but Justice, according to rindar, "is the right- 
ful sovereign of the world." The things which. Homer tells 
us, kings receive from Jove, are not machines for taking towns, 
or ships with brazen beaks, but law and justice :* these they 
are to guard and to cultivate. And it is not the most warlike, 
the most violent and sanguinary, but the justest of princes, 
whom he calls the disciple of Jupiter.t Dxit Demetrius was 
pleased with an appellation auite opposite to that which is 
given the king of tne gods : tor Jupiter is called Policus and 
Foliuchus, the patron and guardian of cities; Demetrius is 
surnamed Poliorcetes, the destroyer of cities. Thus, in con- 
sequence of the union of power and foUv, vice is substituted 
in the place of virtue, and the ideas of glory and injustice are 
united too. 

♦II. Li. 231. ^Od.7ai-V»- 

Vox. IV. — y \5 
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When Demetrius ky dangerously ill «t Pelk, he was very 
near losing Macedonia; for Pyrrnus, by a sudden inroao, 
penetrated as far as Edessa. But as soon as he recovered, he 
repulsed him with ease^ and afterwards he came to terms widi 
him : for he was not willing to be hindered, by skirmishing for 
posts with P3nrrhus, from uie pursuit of greater and more ar- 
duous enterprises. His scheme was to recover all his father's 
dominions; and his preparations were suitable to the great- 
ness* of the object: for he had raised an army of ninety-eight 
thousand foot, and near twelve thousand horse; and he was 
building five hundred galleys in the ports of Piraeus, Corinth, 
Ghalcis, and Pella. He went himself to all these places, to 
give directions to the workmen, and assist in the construction. 
AH the world was surprised, not only at the number, but at the 
greatness of his works: for no man, before his time, ever saw 
a galley of fifteen or sixteen banks of oars. Afterwards, in- 
deed, Ftolemy Philopater built one of forty banks; its length 
was two hundred ana eighty cubits, and its height to the top 
of the prow* forty-eight cubits. Four hundred mariners be- 
longed to it, exclusive of the rowers, who were no fewer than 
four thousand ; and the decks and the several interstices were 
capable of containing near three thousand soldiers. This, 
however, was mere matter of curiosity, for it differed very 
little from an immoveable building, and was calculated more 
for show than for use, as it could not be put in motion without 
great difficulty and danger. But the ships of Demetrius had 
uieir use as well as beauty; with all their magnificence of con- 
struction, they were ec^ually fit for fighting; and though they 
were admirable for their size, they were still more so for the 
swiftness of their motion. 

Demetrius having provided such an armament for the inva- 
sion of Asia as no man ever had before him, except Alexan- 
der the Great, Seleucus, Ptolemy, and Lysimacnus united 
against him. They likewise joined in an application to Pyr- 
rhus, desiring him to fall upon Macedonia, and not to look 
upon himself as bound by tne treaty with Demetrius, since 
that prince had entered into it, not with any regard to the ad- 
vantage of Pyrrhus, or in order to avoid future nostilities, but 
merely for his own sake, that he might at present be at liberty 
to turn his arms against whom he pleased. As Pyrrhus ac- 
cepted the proposal, Demetrius, while he was preparing for 
his vojrage, found himself surrounded with war at home: for, 
at one instant of time, Ptolemy came with a great fleet to draw 
Greece off from its present master, Lysimachus invaded Mace- 
donia from Thrace, and Pyrrhus entering it from a nearer 
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qutrier, joined in ravaging that country. Demetrius, on this 
occasion, left his son in% Greece, and went himself to the relief 
of Macedonia. His first operations were intended against 
Lysimachus, hut as he was upon his march he received an ac- 
count that Pyrrhus had taken Beroea; and the news soon 
spreading among his Macedonians, he could do nothing in an 
orderly manner: for nothing was to be found in the whole 
army but lamentations, tears, and expressions of resentment 
and reproach against Uieir king. They were even ready to 
march off, under pretence of attending to their domestic afiairs, 
but in fact to join Lyslmachus. 

In this case Demetrius thought proper to get at the greatest 
distance he could from Lysimachus, and turn his arms against 
Pyrrhus. Lysimachus was of their own nation, and many of 
them knew him in the service of Alexander; whereas Pyr- 
rhus was an entire stranger, and, therefore, he thought the 
Macedonians would never give him the preference. But he 
was sadly mistaken in his conjecture; and he soon found it 
up|on encamping near Pyrrhus. The Macedonians always ad- 
mired his distinguished valour, and had of old been accus- 
tomed to think the best man in the field the most worthy of a 
crown. Besides, they received daily accounts of the clemency 
with which he behaved to his prisoners. Indeed, they were 
inclined to desert to him or any other, so they could but ^et 
rid of Demetrius. They, therefore, began to go off privately, 
and in small parties at first, but afterwards there was nothing 
but open disorder and mutiny in the camp. At last some oT 
them had the assurance to go to Demetrius, and bade him 
provide for himself by flight, for, " the Macedonians (they 
told him) were tired of i^hting to maintain his luxury.'' 
These expressions appeared modest in comparison of the rude 
behaviour of others. He, therefore, entered his tent not like 
a real kine, but a theatrical one, and havine quitted his royal 
robe for a%ack one, privately withdrew. As multitudes wei^ 
pillaging his tent, who not only tore it to pieces, but fought 
for the plunder, Pyrrhus made his appearance ; upon which 
the tumult instantly ceased, and the whole army submitted to 
him. Lysimachus and he then divided Macedonia between 
them, which Demetrius had held without disturbance for seven 
years. 

Demetrius, thus fallen from the pinnacle of power, fled to 
Cassandria, where his wife Phila was. Nothing could equid 
her sorrow on this occasion. She could not bear to see the 
unfortunate Demetrius once more a private man and an exile ! 
In her despair, therefore, and detestation of fortune, who was 
always more constant to him in her visits of adve;t«Y\:^ ^iDlassL 
prosperity, she took poison. 
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Demetrius, however, resolved to gather up the remains of 
his wreck ; for which purpose he repaired to Greece, and col- 
lected such of his friends and officers as he found there. Me- 
nelaiisy in one of the tragedies of Sophocles, gives this picture 
of his own fortune : — 

I move on Fortune's rapid wheel: my lot 
For eyer chaDging, like thechaDgefiil moon. 
That each night varies ; hsirdly nowperceiy'd, 
And now she shows her bright horn ; by decrees 
She fills her orb with light: out when she reigns 
In all her pride, she then begins once more 
To waste her glories, till dissolv'd and lost, 
She sinks again to darkness. 

But this picture is more applicable to Demetrius,, in his in- 
crease and wane, his splendour and obscurity. His glory 
seemed now entirely eclipsed and extinguished, and yet it 
broke out again, and shone with new splendour. Fresh forces 
came in, and gradually filled up the measure of his hopes. 
This was the nrst time he addressed the cities as a priyate 
man, and without any of the ensigns of royalty. Somebody 
seeing him at Thebes in this condition, applied to him, with 
propriety enough, those verses of Euripides, — 

To Dirce's fountain, and Ismenus' shore, 
In mortal form he moyes, a Grod no more. 

When he got into the high road of hope again, and had once 
more a respectable force and form of roysdty about him, he 
restored the Thebans their ancient government and laws. At 
the same time the Athenians abandoned his interest, and, 
rasing out of their registers the name of Diphilus, who was 
then priest of the gods-protectors, ordered archons to be ap- 
pointed again, according to ancient custom. They likewise 
sent Fyrrhus from Macedonia, because they saw Demetrius 
grown stronger than they expected. Demetrius, greatly en- 
raged, marched immediately to attack them, and lay strong 
siege to the city. But Crates the philosopher, a man of great 
reputation and authority, being sent out to him by the people, 
partly by his entreaties for the Athenians, and partly by re- 
presenting to him that his interest lay another way, prevailed 
on Demetrius to raise the siege. After this, he collected all 
his ships, embarked his army, which consisted of eleven thou- 
sand foot, beside cavalry, and sailed to Asia, in hopes of draw- 
ing Caria and Lydia over from Lysimachus. Eurydice, the 
sister of Phila, received him at Miletus, having brought with 
her Ptolemais, a daughter she had by Ptolemy, who had for- 
merly been promised him upon the application of Seleucus. 
Demetrius married her with the fre^ consent of Eurydice, and 
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soon after attempted the cities in that quartef ; many of them 
opened their gates to him, and many others he took by force. 
Among the latter was Sardis. Some of the officers of Lysi- 
machus likewise deserted to him, and brought sufficient ap* 
pointments of money and troops with them. But as Agatho^ 
cles, the son of Lysimachus, came against him with a great 
army, he marched to Phrygia, with an intention to seize Ar-« 
menia, and then to try Media, and the Upper Provinces, which 
might afford him many places of retreat upon occasion. Aga- 
thocles followed him close, and as he found Demetrius supe-> 
rior in all the skirmishes that he ventured upon, he betook 
himself to cutting off his convoys. This distressed him not a 
little; and, what was another disagreeable circumstance, his 
soldiers suspected that he designed to lead them into Armenia 
and Media. 

The famine increased everyday; and, by mistaking the fords 
of the river Lycus, he had a great number of men swept away 
with the stream. Yet, amidst all their distress, his troops were 
capable of jesting. One of them, wrote upon the door of his 
tent the beginning of the tragedy of (Edipus, with a small 
alteration, — 

Thou offspriDg of the blind old king Antigoniis, 
Where dost thou lead m ?* 

Pestilence at last followed the famine, as it commonly hap- 
pens when people are under a necessity of eating any thing, 
nowever unwholesome ; so that, finding he had lost in all not 
less than eight thousand men, he turned back with the rest 
When he came down to Tarsus, he was desirous of sparing 
the country, because it belonged to Seleucus, and he did not 
think proper to give him any pretence to declare against him. 
But perceiving mat it was impossible for his troops to avoid 
taking something, when they were reduced to such extremi- 
ties, and that Agathocles had fortified the passes of Mount 
Taurus, he wrote a letter to Seleucus, containing a long and 
moving detail of his misfortune, and concluded with strong 
entreaties that he would take compassion on a prince who was 
allied to him, and whose sufferings were such as even an enemy 
might be affected with. 

Seleucus was touched with pity, and sent orders to his lieu* 
tenants in those parts to supply JDemetrius with every thing 

* The aheratioii was very nnall indeed, for it u only ohaoging AvtiYDmi inta 
AyriyovB. In the tragedy it is 

Tnvov Tf^ TSfovfor, AvnTom, rivor 
X«0f ttf a(pi7fi^a ; ■ 

II10 GkMenew of thr parody b what Pliitftxijl^^c^ 

15* 
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suitable to the state of a king, and his arm^ with sufficient 
provisions. But Patrocles, who was a man oi understandings , 
and a faithful friend to Seleucus, went to that prince, and re- 
presented to him, — ^^ That the expense of fumishinjg the troops 
of Demetrius with provisions, was a thing of small importance, 
in comparison of suffering Demetrius himself to remain in the 
country, who was always one of the most violent and enter- 
prising princes tn the world, and now was in such desperate 
circumstances as mig^ht put even those of the mildest disposi- 
tions on bold and unjust attempts." 

Upon these representations Seleucus marched into Cilicia 
with a great army. Demetrius, astonished and terrified at the 
sudden change in Seleucus, withdrew tq the strongest posts he 
could find upon Mount Taurus, and sent a message to him, 
begging, — ^''That he might be suffered to make a conquest of 
some free nations of barbarians, and, by settling amon^t them 
as their king, put la period to his wanderings. If this could 
not be granted, he hoped Seleucus would at least permit him 
to winter in that country, and not, by driving him out naked, 
and in want of every thing, expose nim in that condition to 
his enemies." 

As all these proposals had a suspicious appearance to Seleu- 
cus, he made answer, — " That he might, ii ne pleased, spend 
two months of the winter in Cataonia, if he sent him his prin- 
cipal frFends as hostages." But, at the same time, he secured 
the passes into Syria. Demetrius, thus surrounded like a wild 
beast in the toils, was under a necessity of having recourse to 
violence. He, therefore, ravaged the count it, and had the 
advantage of Seleucus whenever he attacked him. Seleucus 
once beset him with his armed chariots, and yet he broke 
through them, and put his enemy to the rout. After this he 
dislodged the carps that was to defend the heights on the side 
of Syria, and maae himself master of the passages. 

Elevated with this success, and finding the courage of his 
men restored, he prepared to fight a decisive battle with Se- 
leucus. That prince was now in great perplexity. He had re- 
jected the succours offered him by Lysimachus, for want of 
confidence in his honour, and from an apprehension of hisde- 
sifi^ns; and he was loth to try his strength with Demetrius, be- 
cause he dreaded his desperate courage, as well as his usual 
chins;e of fortune, which often raised nim from great miserjr 
to the summit of power. In the mean time, Demetrius was 
seized with a fit of sickness, which greatly impaired his per- 
sonal vigour, and entirely ruined his affairs: for part of his 
men went over to the enemy, and part left their colours and 
dispersed. In forty days he recovered with difficulty, and get- 
iwg under wavch with the remains of his armyt made a feint 
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of moving towards Cilicia: but afterwards in the night he de- 
camped without sound of trumpet, and taking the contrary 
way, crossed Mount Amanus, and ravaged the country on the 
other side, as far as Cyrrhestica. 

Seleucus followed, and encamped very near him. Deme- 
trius then put his army in motion in the night, in hopes of 
surprising him. Seleucus was retired to rest; and in all proba- 
bility his enemy would have succeeded, had not some aesert- 
ers informed him of his danger, just time enough for him to 
put himself in a posture of defence. Upon tliis be started up 
m great consternation, and ordered the trumpets to sound an 
alarm; and as he put on his sandals, he said to his friends, — 
•'* What a terrible wild beast are we engaged with !" Deme- 
trius perceiving, by the tumult in the enemy's camp, that his 
scheme was discovered, retired as fast as possible. 

At break of day, Seleucus offered him hattle, when Deme- 
trius, ordering one of his officers to take care of one wing, put 
himself at the head of the other, and made some impression 
upon the enemy. Mean time Seleucus quitting his horse, and 
laying aside his helmet, presented himself to Demetrius' hired 
troops with only his buckler in his hand; exhorting them to 
come over to him, and to be convinced at last that it was to 
spare them, not Demetrius, that he had been so long about the 
war. Upon which they all saluted him king, and ranged them- 
selves under his banner. 

Demetrius, though of all the changes he had experienced he 
thought this the. most terrible, yet imagining that ne might ex- 
tricate himself from this distress as well as the rest, fled to the 
passes of Mount Amanus; and gaining a thick wood, waited 
there for the night, with a f^w friends and attendants who fol- 
lowed his fortune. His intention was, if possible, to take the 
way to Caunus, where he hoped to find his fleet, and from 
thence to make his escape by sea; but knowing he had not 
provisions even for that day, he sought for some other expe- 
dient Afterwards one of his friends, named Sosigenes, ar- 
rived with four hundred pieces of gold in his purse; with the 
assistance of which money they hoped to reach the sea. Ac- 
cordingly, when night came, they attempted to pass the heights; 
but finding a number of fires lighted there by the enemy, they 
desfmired of succeeding that way, and returned to their former 
retreat, but neither wiSi their whole company, (for some had 
gone off,) nor with the same spirits. One of them venturing to 
fell him, that he thought it was best for him to surrender himself 
to Seleucus, Demetrius drew his sword to kill himself; but his 
friends interposed, and, consoling him in the best manner they 
could, persuaded him to follow his advice; \tv e.wvs^io^^'^'ifc ^ 
which he sent to Seleucus, and yielded YaiM^l \ft\:^ ^MCs^KissKw 
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Upon this news, Seleacus said to those about him, — ^It is 
not the eood fortune of Demetrius, but mine, that now saves 
him; and that adds to other favours this opportunity of testi- 
fying my humanity." Then calling the officers of his house- 
hold, he ordered tnem to pitch a royal tent, and to provide 
every thin^ else for his reception and entertainment in the 
most magnificent manner. As there happened to be in the 
service of Seleucus one ApoUonides, who was an old ac- 
quaintance of Demetrius, he immediately sent that person to 
him, that he might be more at ease, and come with the greater 
confidence, as to a son-in-law and a friend. 

On the discovery of this favourable disposition of Seleacus 
towards him, at first a few, and afterwaras a great number of 
the courtiers waited on Demetrius, and strove which should 
pay him the most respect; for it was expected that his inte- 
rest with Seleucus would soon be the best in the kinj^om. 
But these compliments turned the compassion which his dis- 
tress had excited into jealousy, and gave occasion to the en- 
vious and malevolent to divert the stream of the king's hu- 
manity from him, by alarming him with apprehensions of no 
insensible change, but of the greatest commotions in his army 
on the sight of Demetrius. 

ApoUonides was now come to Demetrius with great satis- 
faction; and others who followed to pay their court brought 
extraordinary accounts of the kindness oi Seleucus ; insomuch 
that Demetrius, though in the first shock of his misfortune 
he had thought it a great disgrace to surrender himself, was 
now displeased at his aversion to that step. Such confidence 
had he in the hopes they held out to him ; when Pausanias 
coming with a party of horse aivd foot, to the number of a 
thousand, suddenly surrounded him, and drove away such as 
he found inclined to favour his cause. After he had thus 
seized his person, instead of conducting him to the presence of 
Seleucus, he carried him to the Syrian Chersonesus. There 
he was kept, indeed, under a strong guard, but Seleucus sent 
him a sufficient ec[uipage, and supplied him with money and a 
table suitable to his rank. He haa also places of exercise and 
walks worthy of a king; his parks were well stored with game; 
and such of "his friends as had accompanied him in his flight, 
were permitted to attend him. Seleucuis, too, had the com- 
plaisance often to send some of his people, with kind and 
encouraging messages, intimating, that as soon as Antiochus 
and Stratonice should arrive, terms of accommodation would 
be hit upon, and he would obtain his liberty. 

Under this misfortune Demetrius wrote to his son, and ta 

^/s ofScers and friends in Athens and Corinth, desiring them 

to trust neither hiS' hand-writing noTYiVs ae»l,b«Lt to act as if he 
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were deady and to keep the cities and all his remaining estates 
for Antigonus^ When the young prince was informed of his 
father's confinement, he was extremely concerned at it: he put 
on mourning, and wrote not only to the other kings, but to 
Seleucus himself; offering, on condition^ that his father were 
set free, to cede all the possessions they had left, and deliver 
himself up as an hostage. Many cities and princes joined in 
the request; but Lysimachus was not of the number. On the 
contrary, he offered Seleucus a large sum of money to induce 
him to put Demetrius to death. Seleucus, who looked upon 
him in an indifferent light before, abhorred him as a villain for 
this proposal ; and only waited for the arrival of Ahtiochus 
and Stratonice, to make them the compliment of restoring De- 
metrius to his liberty. 

Demetrius, who at first supported his misfortunes with pa- 
tience, by custom learned to submit to it with a still better 
grace. For some time he took the exercises of hunting and 
running ; but he left them by degrees, and sunk into indolence 
and inactivity. Afterwards, he took to drinking and play, and 
spent most of his time in that kind of dissipation: whether it 
was to put off the thoughts of his present condition, which he 
could not bear in his sober hours, and to drown reflection in 
the bowl ; or whether he was sensible at last that this was the 
sort of life which, though originallv the object of his desires, 
he had idly wandered from, to follow the dictates of an ab- 
surd ambition. Perhaps he considered that he had given 
himself and others infinite trouble, by seeking with fleets and/ 
armies that happiness which he found, when he least expected 
it, in ease, indulgence, and repose: for what other end does 
the wretched vanity of kings propose to itself, in all their wars 
and dangers, but to quit the patns of virtue and honour for 
those ot luxury and pleasure : the sure consequence of their 
not knowing what real pleasure and true enjoyment are. 

Demetrius, after three years confinement in the Chersonesus, 
fell into a distemper, occasioned by idleness and excess, which 
carried him off at the age of fifty-four. Seleucus was severely 
censured, and, indeed, was much concerned himself, for his 
unjust suspicions of Demetrius; whereas he should have fol- 
lowed the example of Dromichaetes, who, though a Thracian 
and barbarian, nad treated Lysimachus, when his prisoner^ 
with all the generosity that became a king. 

There was something of a theatrical pomp even in the fu- 
neral of Demetrius: For Antigonus being informed that they 
were bringing his father's ashes to Greece, went to meet them 
with his whole fleet; and finding them near the isles of iVve^ 
^gean sea, he took the urn, which was oC ^o\\^ ^c\^^w\\i^^a^^ 
the admiral's galley. The cities at wVvvdcv VVi^N Vwxs^^^^'^^ 
Vol. IV.— ^Z 
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crowns to adorn the urn, and persons in mourning to assist at 
the funeral solemnity. 

When the fleet approached Corinth, the urn was seen in a 
conspicuous position upon the stern of the vessel, adorned 
with a purple robe and a diadem, and attended by a company 
of young men well armed. Xenophantus, a most celebrated 
peiformer on the flute, sat by the urn, and played a solemn 
air. The oars kept time with the notes, and accom])anied them 
with a melancholy sound, like that of mourners in a funeral 
procession, beating their breasts in concert with the music. 
But it was the mournful appearance, and the tears of Antigo- 
nus, that excited the greatest compassion among the people as 
they passed. After the Corinthians had bestowed crowns and 
all due honours upon the remains,* Antigonus carried them to 
Demetrias, and deposited them there. This was a city called 
after the deceased, which he had peopled from the little towns 
about lolcos. 

Demetrius left behind him several children; Antigonus and 
Stratonice, whom he had by his wife Phila ; two sons of the 
name of Demetrius; one surnamed the slender, by an Illyrian 
woman ; the other was by Ptolemais, and came to be king of 
Cyrene. By Deidamia he had Alexander, who took up his re- 
sidence in £gypt; and by his last wife Eurydice he is said to 
have had a son named Corrhaebus. His posterity enjoyed the 
thione in continued succession down to Perseus.* the last 
king of Macedon, in whose time the Romans suodued that 
country. Thus having gone through the Macedonian drama^ 
it is time that we bring me Roman upon the stage. 

* About 006 hundred and tixteen yean. 
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The grandfather of Mark Antony was Antony the orator^ 
who followed the faction of Sylla, and was put to death by 
Marius.* His father was Antony, surnamed tne Cretan, a man 
of no figure or consequence in the political world,t but dis- 
tin^ished for his integrity, benevolence, and liberality: of 
which the following little circumstance is a sufficient proof: — 
His fortune was not large ; and his wife, therefore, very pru- 
dently laid some restraint on his munificent disposition. An 
acquaintance of his, who was under some pecuniary difficul- 
ties, applied to him for assistance. Antony, having no money 
at command, ordered his boy to brin^ him a silver basin full 
of water, under a pretence of shavmg. After the boy was 
dismissed, he cave the basin to his friend, and bade him make 
what use of it ne thought proper. The disappearance of tfie 
basin occasioned no small commotion in the family; and An- 
tony finding his wife prepared to take a severe account of his 
servants, begged her pardon, and told her the truth. 

His wife's name was Julia. She was of the family of the 
Caesars, and a woman of distinguished merit and modesty. 
Under her auspices, Mark Antony received his education; 
when, after the death of his father, she married Cornelius 
Lentulus, whoni Cicero put to death for engaging in the con- 
spiracy of Catiline. This was the origin of that lasting en- 
mity which subsisted between Cicero and Antony. The lat- 
ter affirmed, that his mother Julia was even obliged to beg the 
body of Cicero's wife for interment But this is not true; for 
none of those who sufiered on the same occasion, under Cicero, 
were refused this privilege. Antony was engaging in his per- 
son, and was unfortunate enough to fall into the good graces 
and friendsliip of Curio, a man who was devoted to every spe- 
cies of licentiousness, and who, to render Antony the more .i 
dependent on him, led him into all the excesses of induljging in i 
wine and women, and all the expenses that such indulgences 
are attended with. Of course, he was soon deeply involved in 

* Valerhu/Maxiinus im, that Antony the orator vtu put to death by the 
joint order of Cinna and Marias. But CicGro mentJoDs Cinna as iiut uQxsftr- 
diate cause. — Cic, PhiUp, J. 

t Nevertheless, he conducted tiie war in Crete) «xidLtraiskV«SDRA^^^^^^^ 
Creteniis. 
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debt, and owed, at least, two hundred and Mix talents, while 
he was a very youne man. Curio was bound for the payinent 
of this money; and nis father being informc^l of it, oanished 
Antony from his house. Thus dismissed, he attached himself 
to Clodius, that pestilent and audacious tribune, who threw 
the state into such dreadful disorder; till weary of his mad 
measures, and fearful of his opponents, he passed into Greece, 
where he employed himself in military exercises and the study 
of eloquence. The Asiatic style* was then much in vosue, 
and Antony fell naturally into it; for it was correspondent 
with his manners, which were vain, pompous, insolent, and 
assuming. 

^' In Greece, he received an invitation from Grabinius the pro- 
consul, to make a campaign with him in Syria.t This invita- 
tion he refused to accept, as a private man; but being appoint- 
ed to the command of the cavalry, he attended him. nis first 
operation was against Aristobulus, who had excited the Jews 
to revolt He was the first who scaled the wall; and this he 
did in the highest part He drove Aristobulus from all his 
forts; and, afterwards, with a handful of men, defeated his nu- 
merous army^ in a pitched battle. Most of the enemy were 
slain, and Aristobulus and his son were taken prisoners. Upon 
the conclusion of this war, Gabinius was solicited bv Ptolemy 
to carry his arms into Egypt, and restore him to his kingdom.:]^ 
The reward of tiiis service was to be ten thousand talents. 
Most of the officers disapproved of the expedition ; and Gabi- 
nius himself did not readily enter into it, though the money 
.* pleaded strongly in its behalf. Antony, however, ambitious 
/ of great enterprises, and vain of gratifying a suppliant king, 
- used every means to draw Gabinius into the service, and pre- 
vailed. It was the general opinion, that the march to Pelusium 
was more dangerous than the war that was to follow: for they 
were to pass over a sandy and unwatered country, by the filthy 
marsh of Serbonis, whose stagnant ooze the Egyptians call the 
exhalations of Typhon; though it is probably no more than 
the drainings of the Red Sea, which is there separated from 
the Mediterranean only by a small neck of land. 

Antony being ordered thither with the cavalry, not only 
seized the straits, but took the large city of Pelusium, and 

* Cicero, in his Brutiu^ mentions two sorts of style caUed the Asiatic, 
'* Unum sententiosum et argutum, sententiis non tam gravibus et sevens, 
quim concinnis et venustis. Aliud autem ^nns est, non tam sententiis fre- 
quentatum, quam verbis volucre atque incitatum ; quali nunc est Asia tota, 
nee flumine solium oratisnis, sed etiam exomato et faceto genere verbonun." 

f Aulas Grabinius was consul in the year of Rome 6S)5; and the year fid- 
lowing he went into Syria. 

/ jDion, L xzxix. 
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made the garrison prisoners. By this operation he at onoe 
opened a secure passage for the army, and a fair prospect of 
victory for tfieir eeneral. The same love of glory which was 
so serviceable to his own party, was, on this occasion, advan- 
tageous to the enemy: for when Ptolemy entered Pelusium, in 
the rage of revenge, he would have put the citizens to death, 
but Antony resolutely opposed it, and prevented him from 
executing nis horrid purpose. In the several actions where 
he was concerned, he gave distinguished proofs of his conduct 
and valour ; but especially in that manceuvre where, by wheel- 
ing about and attacking the enemy in the* rear, he enabled 
those who charged in front to eain a complete victory. For 
this action he received suitable honours and rewards. 

His humane care of the body of Archelails, who fell in the 
battle, was taken notice of even by the common men. He had 
been his intimate friend, and connected with him in the rights 
of hospitality; and though he was obliged, by his duty, to op- 
pose him in the field, he no sooner heard that he was fallen, 
than he ordered search to be made for his body, and interred 
it with regal magnificence. This conduct made him respected 
in Alexandria, and admired by the Romans. 

Antony had a noble dignity of countenance, a graceful 
lengUi of beard, a large forehead, an aquiline nose; and, upon 
the whole, the same manlyaspect whicn we see in the pictures 
and statues of Hercules. There was, indeed, an ancient tradi- 
tion that his family was descended from Hercules, by a son of 
his called Anteon; and it was no wonder if Antony sought to 
confirm this opinion, by affecting to resemble him in his air and 
dress. Thus, when he appeared in public, he wore his vestgirt 
on the hips, a large swora, and over all a coarse mantle. That 
kind of conduct which would seem disagreeable to others, ren- 
dered him the darling of the army. He talked with liie sol- 
diers in their own swaggering and ribald strain, ate and drank 
with them in public, and would stand to take his victuals at 
their common table. He was pleasant on the subject of his 
amours, readv in assisting the intrigues of others, and easy 
under the raillery to which he was subjected by his own. His 
liberality to the soldiers, and to his friends, was the first foun- 
dation of his advancement, and continued to support him in 
that power which he was otherwise weakening by a thousand 
irregularities. One instance of his liberality I must mention :-— 
He nad ordered two hundred and fifty thousand drachmas 
(which the Romans call decies) to be given to one of his 
friends. His steward, who was startled at llie extravagance 
of the sum, laid the silver in a heap, that he might see it as he 
passed. He saw it, and inquired what it w^% wc, «'\x.\%'^^ 
sum,*' answered the steward. " tiaat nom otAsk^ V^'^ ^ '^^^ 

Vol. IV. 16 
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sent" Antony perceived his envious design, and to mortify 
him still more, said, coolly, — ^< I really thought the sum would 
have made a better figure. It is too little: let it be doubled.''* 
This, however, was in the latter part of his life. 

Rome was divided into two parties. Pompey was with the 
senate. The people were for bringing Csesar with his army 
out of Gaul. Curio, the friend of Antony, who had changed 
sides, and joined Caesar, brought Antony likewise over to nis 
interest The influence he had obtained by his eloquence, 
and by that profusion of money in which he was supported by 
Caesar, enabled Him to make Antony tribune of the people, 
and afterwards augur. Antony was no sooner in power, tnan 
Caesar found the advantage of nis services. In the first place, 
he opposed the consul Marcellus, whose design was to give 
Pompey the command of the old legions, and, at the same 
time, to empower him to raise new ones. On this occasion 
he obtained a decree, that the forces then on foot should be 
sent into Syria, and join Bibulus in carrying on the war 
against the Parthians; and that none should give in their 
names to serve under Pompey. On another occasion, when 
the senate would neither receive Caesar's letters, nor suffer 
them to be read, he read them by virtue of his tribunitial au- 
thority 5 and the requests of Caesar appearing moderate and 
reasonable, by this means he brought over many to his inte- 
rest Two questions were at length put in the senate; one, — 
"Whether Pompey should dismiss his army?" the other, — 
" Whether Caesar should give up his ?" There were but a 
few votes for the former; a large majority for the latter. Then 
Antony stood up, and put the question, — ^* Whether both 
Caesar and Pompey should not dismiss their armies?" This 
motion was received with great acclamations, and Antony was 
applauded, and desired to put it to the vote. This being op- 
posed by the consuls, the friends of Caesar made other propo- 
sals, which seemed by no means unreasonable: but they were 
overruled by Cato;t and Antony was commanded by Lentu- 
lus the consul to leave the house. He left them with bitter 
execrations ; and disguising himself like a servant, accompa- 
nied only by Quintus Cassius, he hired a carriage, and went 
immediatelv to Caesar. As soon as they arrived, they exclaim- 
ed that nothing was conducted at Rome according to order 
or law ; that even the tribunes were refused the privilege of 
speaking, and whoever would rise in defence of the right, 
must be expelled and exposed to personal danger. 

* The same story is told of Alexander. 

f Cicero asserts, that Antony was the immediate cause of the civil war; but 
IfJie could have laid down bis prejudice, he migrbt have discovered a more 
^"JmedJate cause in the impcditic TeaentnieDl q€ C^\o. 
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Oaesar^ upon this, marched his army into Italy, and hence it 
was observed by Cicerd, in his Philippics, that Antony was no 
less the cause of the civil war in Rome, than Helen had been 
of the Trojan war.* There is, however, but little truth in this 
assertion. Caesar was not so much a slave to the impulse of re- 
sentment, as to enter on so desperate a measure, if it had not 
been premeditated. Nor would he have carried war into the 
bowels of his country, merely because he saw Antony and 
Cassius flying to him in a mean dress, and a hired carriage. At 
the same time, these things might give some colour to the com- 
mencement of these hostilities which had been long deter- 
mined. Csesar's motive was the same which had before driven 
Alexander and Cyrus over the ruins of human kind, the insa- 
tiable lust of empire, the frantic ambition of being the first 
man upon earth, which he knew he could not be while Pom- 
pey was yet alive. 

As soon as he was arrived at Rome, and had driven Pompey 
out of Italy, his first design was to attack his legions in Spain, 
and, having a fleet in readiness, to go afterwards in pursuit of 
Pompey himself, while, in the mean time, Rome was left to 
the government of Lcpidus the praetor, and Italy and the army 
to the command of Antony the tribune. Antony, by the so- 
ciability of his disposition, soon made himself agi-eeable to the 
soldiers: for he ate and drank with them, and made them pre- 
sents to the utmost of his ability. To others his conduct was 
less acceptable. He was too indolent to attend to the cause of 
the injured, too violent and too impatient when he was applied 
to on business, and infamous for his adulteries. In short, tnough 
there was nothing tyrannical in the government of Caesar, it 
was rendered odious by the ill conduct of his friends; and as 
Antony had the greatest share of the power, so he bore the 
greatest part of the blame. Caesar, notwithstanding, on his 
return from Spain, connived at his irregularities; and, indeed, 
in the military appointment he had given him, he had not 
judged improperly; for Antony was a brave, skilful, and active 
general. 

Caesar embarked at Brundusium, sailed over the Ionian sea 
with a small number of troops, and sent back the fleet, witli 
orders that Antony and Gabinius should put the army on board, 
and proceed as fast as possible to Macedonia. Gabinius was 
afraid of the aea, for it was winter, and the passage was dan- 
gerous. He, therefore, marched his forces a long way round 
by land. Antony, on the other hand, bemg apprehensive that 
C^sar might be surrounded and overcome by his enemies, beat 

♦ Id the second Philippic:— 171 Helena Trojouvit^ tic iAeVai^ -w.^X>b» 
tauta belli; cauta pedu atque esilti fmU 
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off LibOy who lay at anchor in the mouth of the haven of 
Brundusium. By sending out several small vessels, he en* 
compassed Libo's galleys separately, and obliged them to re- 
tire. By this means he found an opportunity to embark about 
twenty thousand foot and eight hundred horse; and with these 
he set sail. The enemy discovered and made up to him ; but 
he escaped by favour of a strong gale from the south, which 
made the sea so rough that the pursuers could not reach him. 
The same wind, however, at nrst drove him upon a rocky 
shore, on which the sea bore so hard, that there appeared no 
hope of escaping shipwreck: but after a little it turned to the 
south-west, and, blowing from land to the main sea, Antony 
sailed in safety, with the satisfaction of seeing the wrecks of 
the enemy's fleet scattered along the coast The storm had 
driven their ships upon the rocks, and many of them went to 
pieces. Antony made his advantage of this disaster; for he 
took several prisoners, and a considerable booty. He likewise 
made himself master of the town of Lissus; and, by the sea- 
sonable arrival of his reinforcement, tne affairs of Caesar wore 
a more promising aspect 

Antony distinguished himself in every battle that was fought 
Twice he stopped the army in its flight, brought them back to 
the charge, ana gained the victory; so that, in point of military 
reputation, he was inferior only to Caesar. What opinion Caesar 
had of his abilities appeared in the last decisive battle at Phair- 
salia. He led the right wing himself, and gave the left to 
Antony, as to the ablest of his officers. After this battle, Caesar 
being appointed dictator, went in pursuit of Pompey, and sent 
Antony to Rome, in character of general of the norse. This 
officer is next in power to the dictator, and, in his absence, he 
commands alone; for, after the election of a dictator, all other 
magistrates, the tribunes only excepted, are divested of their 
authority. 

Dolabella, one of the tribunes, a youn^ man who was fond of 
innovations, proposed a law for abolishmg debts, and solicited 
his friend Antony, who was ever ready to gratify the people, 
to join him in this measure. On the other hand, Asinms and 
Trebellius dissuaded him from it Antony happened, at this 
time, to suspect a criminal connection between Dolabella and 
his wife, whom, on that account, he dismissed, though she was 
his first cousin, and daughter to Caius Antonius, who had been 
colleague with Cicero. In consequence of this, he joined Asi- 
nius, and opposed Dolabella. The latter had taken possession 
of theybrwrn, with a design to pass his law by force; and An- 
tony being ordered by the senate to repel force with force, at- 
tacked him, killed several of his inen, and lost some of his own. 
JBjr this action he forfeited tVie iavwxT o^f the people : but 
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this was not the 00!^ thing that rendered him obnoxious; for 
men of sense and virtue, as Cicero observes, could not but \ 
condemn his nocturnal revels, his enormous extravagance, his 
scandalous lewdness, his sleeping in the day, his walks to carry- 
off the qualms of debauchery, and his entertainments on the 
marriages of players and buffoons. It is said, that, after 
drinking all night at the wedding of Hippias the player, he was I 
summoned in the morning upon business to the /bruniy when, \ 
through a little too much repletion, he was unfortunate enough, 
in the presence of the people, to return part of his evening fare 
by the way it had entered; and one of his friends received it 
in his gown. Sergius the player had the greatest interest with 
him; and Cytheris,* a lady of the same profession, had the 
management of his heart She attended him in his excursions; 
and her equipage was by no means inferior to his mother's. The 
people were onended at the pomp of his travelling plate, which 
was more tit for the ornament of a triumph ; at nis erecting 
tents on the road, by groves and rivers, for the most luxurious 
dinners ; at his chariots drawn by lions ; and at his lodging 
ladies of pleasure, and family musicians, in the houses of mo- 
dest and sober people. This dissatisfaction at the conduct of 
Antony could not out be increased by the comparative view 
of Csesar. While the latter was supporting the fatigues of a 
military life, the former was indulging himself in all the dissi- 
pation of luxury; and, by means of nis delegated power, in-p 
suiting the citizens. 

This conduct occasioned a variety of disturbances in Rome, 
and gave the soldiers an opportunity to abuse and plunder the 
people. Therefore, when Caesar returned to Rome, he par- 
doned Dolabelia; and, being created consul the third time, he 
took Lepidus, and not Antony, for his colleague. Antony 
purchased Pompey's house; but, when he was required to 
make the payment, he expressed himself in very angry tornris; 
and this, he tells us, was the reason why he would not go with 
Caesar into Africa. His former services he thought insuffi- 
ciently repaid. Caesar, however, by his disapprobation of 
Antony's conduct, seems to have thrown some restraint on his 
dissolute manner of life. He now took it into his head to 
marry, and made choice of Fulvia, the widow of the seditious 
Clodius, a woman by no means adapted to domestic employ- 
ments, nor even contented with ruling her husband as a pri- 
vate man. Fulvia's ambition was to govern those that go- 
verned, and to command the leaders of armies. It was to 
Fulvia, therefore, that Cleopatra was oblii^d for teaching An- 
Cooy due submission to female authority. He had gone through 

* Cic. Ep, ad AtL V. X. ti^V^ 
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such a eourse of discipline as made him perfectly tractable 
when he came into her hands. 

He endeavoured, however, to amuse the violent spirit of 
Fulvia by many whimsical and pleasant follies. When Caesar, 
after his success in Spain, was on his return to Rome, Antony, 
amonf[;8t others, went to meet him; but a report prevailing, 
that Caesar was killed, and that the enemy was marching into 
Italy, he returned immediately to Rome, and, in the disguise 
of a slave, went to his house by night, pretending that he had 
letters from Antony to Fulvia. He was introduced to her 
with his head muffled up; and, before she received the letter, 
she asked, with impatience, if Antony were well ? He present- 
ed the letter to her in silence; and while she was opening it, 
he threw his arms round fier neck, and kissed her. We men- 
tion this as one instance, out of many, of his pleasantries. 

When Cassar returned from Spam, most of the principal 
citizens ^ent some days' journey to meet him ; but Antony 
met with the most distinguished reception, and had the ho- 
nour to rfde with Caesar in the same chariot After them 
came Brutus Albiniis, and Octavius, the son of Caesar's niece, 
who was afterwards called Augustus Caesar, and for many 
years was emperor in Rome. Caesar being created consul for 
the fifth time, chose Antony for his colleague; but, as he in- 
tended to quit the consulship in favour ot Dolabella, he ac- 
quainted the senate with his resolution. Antony, notwith- 
standing, opposed this measure, and loaded Dolabella with 
the most flagrant reproaches. Dolabella did not fail to return 
the abuse; and Caesar, offended at their indecent behaviour, 
put off the affair till another time. When it was again pro- 
posed, Antony insisted that the omens from the flight of birds 
were agai'nst the measure.* Thus Caesar was obliged to give 
up Dolabella, who was not a little mortified by his disappoint- 
ment It appears, however, that Caesar had as little regard 
for Dolabella as he had for Antony: for when both were ac- 
cusetl of designs against him, he said, contemptuously enough, 
— ^* It is not these fat sleek fellows I am afraid of, but the pale 
and the lean.'* By whom he meant Brutus and Cassius, who 
afterwards put him to death. Antony, without intending it, 
gave them a pretence for that undertaking. When the Ro- 
mans were celebrating the Lupercalia, Caesar, in a triumphal 
habit, sat on the rostrum to see the race. On this occasion, 
many of the young nobility, and the magistracy, anointed with 
oil, and having white thongs in their hands, run about and 
strike, as in sport, every one* they meet Antony was one of 
the number ; out regardless of the ceremonies of the institd 

* He had this power tiy ylTtxLe€]l\a&^<cft v^ v^9?a% 



tion, he took a garland of laurel, and wreathine it in a diailcm, 
ran to the rostrum^ where, being lifted upby nis companions^ 
he would have placed it on the head of Caesar, intimating there- 
by the conveyance of regal power. Caesar, however, seemed 
to decline the offer, and was, therefore, applauded by the peo- 
ple. Antony persisted in his desijen ; and for some time tnere 
was a contest Detween them; whue he that offered the diadem 
had the applause of his friends, and he that refused it the ac- 
olamations of the multitude. Thus, what is singular enough, 
while the Romans endured every thing that regal power could 
impose, tliey dreaded the name of king, as destructive of their 
liberty. Caesar was much concerned at this transaction ; and, 
uncovering his neck, he offered his lif^to any one who would 
take it At length the diadem was placed on one of his statues^ 
but the tribunes took it off;* upon which the people followed 
them home with great acclamations. Afterwards, however, 
Caesar showed that he resented this, by turning those tribunes 
out of office. The enterprise of Brutus and Cassius derived 
strength and encouragement from these circumstances. To 
the rest of their friends, whom they had selected for the pur- 
pose, they wanted to draw over Antony. Trebonius only ob- 
jected to him. He informed them, that in their journey to 
meet Caesar, he had j}een generally with him; that he had 
sounded him on this business by hints, which, though cautious, 
were intelligible; and that he always expressed his disappro- 
bation, though he never betraved the secret. Upon this it was 
Eroposed that Antony should fall at the same time with 
aesar; but Brutus opposed it An action, undertaken in sup- 
Eort of justice and the laws, he verv properly thought, should 
ave nothing unjust attending it Oi Antony, however, they 
were afraid, both in respect of his personal valour, and the in- 
fluence of his office ; and it was agreed that when Caesar was 
in the house, and they were on the point of executing their 
purpose, Antony should be amused without by some pretended 
discourse of business. 

When, in consequence of these measures, Caesar was slain, 
Antony absconded in the disguise of a slave; but after he 
found that the conspirators were assembled in the Capitol, and 
had no further designs of massacre, he invited them to come 
down, and sent his son to them as an hostage. That nieht 
Cassius supped with him, and Brutus with Lepidus. The day 
following ne assembled the senate, when he proposed that an 
act of amnesty should be passed; and that provinces should 

''' Tribiini plebis, Epidiua Marcellus, Cassetiusaiie Flams coronee fosciam 
delrahi, homineinq»e duci in vincula jussissent, aolena «ew ^x^x^ ^^^^^'^^^^ 
motam re^i mentienem, sire, nt fereb&l, erre^\«n\ wWi ^J«srwBi — -^•'^ '^ 
triboootgraWtdrioefepitoi potettmte privwrit. — SMci* 
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be assigned to Bn!itU8 and Cassius. The serttte confirmed ihis^ 
and, at the same time, ratified the acts of Csesar. Thus, An* 
tony acquitted himself in this difficult affair with the highest 
reputation; and, by saving Rome from a civil war, he proved 
himself a very able and valuable politician. But the intoxica- 
tion of glory drew him off from these wise and moderate coun* 
sels; and from his influence with the people, he felt that, if 
Brutus were borne down, he should be the first man in Rome. 
With this view, when Ceesar's body was exposed in thefarumy 
he undertook the customary funeral oration; and when he 
found the people affected with his encomiums on the deceased, 
he endeavoured still more to excite their compassion, by all 
that was pitiable or aggravating in the massacre. For this pur- 
pose, in tne close of his oration, he took the robe from the aead 
Dody, and held it up to them, bloody as it was, and pierced 
through with weapons; nor did he hesitate, at the same time, 
to call the perpetrators of the deed villains and murderersw 
This had such an effect upon the people, that they immediately 
tore up the benches and the tables in the forum^ to make a 
pile for the body. After they had duly discharged the funeral 
rights, they snatched the burning brands from the pile, and 
went to attack the houses of the conspirators. 

Brutus and his party now left the city, and Caesar's friends 
joined Antony. Calpliurnia, the relict of Caesar, entrusted him 
with her treasure, which amounted to four thousand talents. 
All Caesar's papers, which contained a particular account of 
nis designs, were likewise delivered up to him. Of these he 
made a very ingenious use; for, by inserting in them what 
names he thought proper, he made some of his friends magis- 
trates, and others senators; some he recalled from exile, and 
others he dismissed from prison, on pretence that all these 
things were so ordered by Caesar. The people that were thus 
favoured the Romans called Charonites;* because, to support 
their title, they had recourse to the registers of the dead. The 
power of Antony, in short, was absolute. He was consul him- 
self; his brother Caius was praetor; and his brother Lucius 
tribune of the people. 

Such was the state of affairs, when Octavius, who was the 
son of Caesar's niece, and appointed his heir by will, arrived at 
Rome from Apollonia, where he resided when his uncle was 
killed. He first visited Antony as the friend of his uncle, and 
spoke to him concerning the money in his hands, and the le- 
gacy of seventy-five drachmas left to every Roman citizen. 
Antony paid little regard to him at first, and told him, it would 

* The slaves who were enfraQcbised by the last will of their mastera, wexe 
likewise called Cliaronites. 
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be madness for aa inexperienced young man, without friends, 
to take upon him so important an office as tiiat of being ex- 
ecutor to Caesar. 

Octavius, however, was not thus repulsed. He still insist- 
ed on the money ; and Antony, on the other hand, did every 
thing to mortify and afiront him. He opposed him in his ap- 
plication for the tribuneship; and when ne made use of the 
golden chair, which had been granted by the senate to his un- 
cle,* he threatened that, unless he desisted to solicit the peo- 
ple, he would commit him to prison. But when Octavius joined 
Cicero, and the rest of Antony's enemies, and by their means 
obtained an interest in the senate; when he continued to pay 
his court to the people, and drew the veteran soldiers from 
their quarters, Antony thoug|it it was time to accommodate; 
and, for this purpose, gave him a meeting in the Capitol. 

An accommodation took place, but it was soon aestroyed; 
for that night Antony dreamed that his ri^ht hand was thun- 
derstruck ; and, a few days after, he was informed that Octa- 
vius had a design on his life. The latter would have justified 
himself, but was not believed ; so that, of course, the breach 
became as wide as ever. They now went immediately over 
Italy, and endeavoured to be before-hand with each other, in 
securing, by rewards and promises, the old troops that were in 
different quarters, and such legions as were still on foot. 

Cicero, who had then considerable influence in the city, in- 
censed the people against Antony, and prevailed on the senate 
to declare him a public enemy; to send the rods and the rest 
of the praBtorial ensigns to young CsBsar; and to commission 
Hirtius and Pansa, the consuls, to drive Antony out of Italy. 
The two armies engaged near Modena, and Csesar was present 
at the battle. Both uie consuls were slain, but Antony was 
defeated. In his flight he was reduced to great extremities, 
particularly by famine. Distress, however, was to him a school 
of moral improvement ; and Antony, in adversity, was almost 
a man of virtue. Indeed, it is common for men, under misfor- 
tunes, to have a clear idea of their duty ; but a change of con- 
duct is not always the consequence. On such occasions, they 
too often fall back into their former manners, through the in- 
activity of reason, and infirmity* of mind. But Antony was ' 
even a pattern for his soldiers. From all the varieties of luxu- 
rious living, he came with readiness to drink a little stinking 
water, and to feed on the wild fruits and roots of the desert 
Nay, it is said, that they ate the very bark of the trees; and 

* The senate had decreed to Caesar the privilege of using a goldew cVn^^ 
adorned with a cnnni of gold aod predouB 8tooe^iik^^^^^i«S)i(x«Aii — iy^»«w 
I zliF. 
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that^ in passing the Alps, they fed on creatures that had never 
been account^ human food. 

Antony's design was to join Lepidus, who commanded the 
army on the other side of the Alps; and he had a reasonable 
prospect of his friendship, from tne good offices he had done 
him with Julius Cjesar. When he came within a small distance 
of him, he encamped ; but receiving no encouragement, he re- 
solved to hazard ail upon a single cast. His hair was uncombed, 
and his beard, which he had not shaven since his defeat, was 
long. In this forlorn figure, with a mourning mantle thrown 
over him, he came to the camp of Lepidus, and addressed him- 
self to the soldiers. While some were affected with his appear- 
ance, and others with his eloquence, Lepidus, afraid of the 
consequence, ordered the trumpets to sound, that he might no 
longer be heard. This, however, contributed to heighten the 
compassion of the soldiers; so that they sent Lselius~and Clo- 
dius, in the dress of those ladies who Hired out their favours 
to the army, to assure Antony, that, if he had resolution enough 
to attack the camp of Lepidus, he would meet with many who 
were not only ready to receive him, but, if he should desire 
it, to kill Lepidus. Antony would not suffer any violence to 
be offered to Lepidus; but the day following, at the head of 
his troops, he crossed the river which lay between the two 
camps, and had the satisfaction to see Lepidus' soldiers all the 
while stretching out their hands to him, and making way 
through the entrenchments. 

W^hen he had possessed himself of the camp of Lepidus, he 
treated him with great humanity. He saluted him by the 
name of Father; and though, in realitv, every thing was in 
his own power, he secured to him the title and the honours of 
general. This conduct brought over Munatius Plancus, who 
was at the head of a considerable force at no great distance. 
Thus, Antony was once more very powerful, and returned into 
Italy with seventeen entire legions of foot, and ten thousand 
horse. Besides these, he left six legions as a garrison in Gaul, 
under the command of Varius, one of his convivial compa- 
nions, whom they called Cotylon.* 

Octavius, when he found that Cicero's object was to restore 
the liberties of the commonwealth, soon abandoned him, and 
came to an accommodation with Antony. They met, together 
with Lepidus, in a small river-island,t where the conference 
lasted three days. The empire of the world was divided 
amongst them like a paternal inheritance; and this they found 
no difficulty in settling. But whom they should kill, and 

*From a ha/f-pint bumper ; a Greek measure lo called. 
f In the Rbiae, not far from Bolegaa. 
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whom they should spare, it was not so easy to adjust, while 
each was for savine his respective friends, and puttings to death 
his enemies. At length their resentment against uie latter 
overcame their kindnc^ss for the former. Octavius gave up 
Cicero to Antony; and Antony sacrificed his uncle Lucius 
Caesar to Octavius; while Lepidus had the privilege of put- 
ting to death his own brother Paulus; though others say, that 
Lepidus gave up Paulus to them,* though they had required 
him to put him to death himself. I believe there never was 
any thing so atrocious, or so execrably savage, as this com- 
merce ot murder: for while a friend was given up for an ene- 
my received, the same action murdered at once the friend and 
the enemy; and the destruction of the former was still more 
horrible, because it had not even resentments for its apology. 

When this confederacy had taken place, the army desired it 
might be confirmed by some alliance ; and Caesar, therefore, 
was to marry Claudia the daughter of Fulvia, Antony's wife. 
As soon as this was determined, they marked down such as 
they intended to put to death, the number of which amounted 
to three hundred. When Cicero was slain, Antony ordered 
his head, and the hand witli which he wrote his Philippics, to 
be cut off; and, when they were presented to him, he laughed^ ^ 
and exulted at the sight After ne was satiated with looking 
upon them, he ordered them to be placed on the rostra in the 
forum. But this insult on the dead was, in fact, an abuse of 
his own good fortune, and of the power it had placed in his 
hands.t vVhen his uncle Lucius Caesar was pursued by his 
murderers, he fled for refuge to his sister; and when the pur- 
suers had broken into the house, and were forcing their way 
into his chamber, she placed herself at the door, and stretch- 
ing forth her hands, she cried, — ^*' You shall not kill Lucius 
Caesar, till you have first killed me, the mother of your gene- 
ral.*' By this means she saved her brother. 

This triumvirate was very odious to the Romans; but An- 
tony bore the greater blame ; for he was not only older than 
Caesar, and more powerful than Lepidus, but when he was no 
longer under difficulties, he fell back into the forme r irregu - 
lanties of his life. His abandoned and dissolute manners were 
the more "ohndlTious to the people by his living in the house of 
Pompey the Great, a man no less distinguished by his tem- 
perance and modesty than by the honour of three triumphs. 

''' The former EDglish translator ought not to have omitted this, because it 
somewhat softens at least the character of Lepidus, who was certainly the 
least execrable villain of the three. 

t Were there any circumstance in Antony's life th«icav]\<^>oft«6»\fi«cEv^«^ 
instance of tnie magnanimity, the total want of l\\al^t\jaaSii^iDJ» ^'ww^^^^'Mft. 
prove that such a circuoutaiioe wai merelY ttoc^ea\ai\. 
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They were mortified to see those doors shut with insolence 
against magistrates, generals, and ambassadors; while ihey 
were open to players, jugglers, and sottidi sycophants, on 
whom he spent the greatest part of those treasures he had 
amassed by rapine. Indeed, the triumvirate were by no means 
scrupulous about the manner in which they procured their 
wealth. They seized and sold the estates of uiose who had 
been proscribed, and, by false accusations, defrauded their 
widows and orphans. They burdened the people with insup- 
portable impositions; and, oeing informed that large sums of 
money, the property both of strangers and citizens, were de* 
posited in the hands of the Vestals, they took them away by 
violence. When Csssar found that Antony's covetousness was 
• as boundless as his prodigality, he demanded a division of the 
treasure. The arnriy too was divided. Antony and Csesar 
went into Macedonia i^inst Brutus and Cassius, and the 
government of Rome was left to Lepidus. 

When they had encamped in sight of the enemy, Antony 
opposite to Cassius, and Caesar to Brutus, Caesar effected nothing 
extraordinary, but Antony's efforts were still successful. In 
the first engagement Caesar was defeated by Brutus; his camp 
was taken; and he narrowly escaped by flight; though, in his 
Commentaries, he tells us, that, on account of a dream which 
happened to one of his friends, he had withdrawn before the 
battle.* Cassius was defeated by Antony; and yet there are 
those, too, who say, that Antony was not present at the battle, 
but only joined in the pursuit afterwards. As Cassius knew 
nothing of the success of Brutus, he was killed at his own 
earnest entreaty, by his freedman Pindarus. Another battle 
was fought soon after, in which Brutus was defeated, and, in 
consequence of that, slew himself. Caesar happened, at Uiat 
time, to be sick, and the honour of this victory, likewise, of 
course, fell to Antony. As he stood over the body of Brutus, 
he slightly reproached him for the death of his brother Caius, 
whom, in revenge for the death of Cicero, Brutus had slain in 
Macedonia. It appeared, however, that Antony did not im- 
pute the death of Caius so much to Brutus as to Hortensius; 
for he ordered the latter to be slain upon his brother's tomb. 
He threw the purple robe over the body of Brutus, and order- 
ed one of his freedme!i to do the honours of his funeral. When 
he was afterwards informed, that he had not burned the robe 
with the body, and that he had retained part of the money 
which was to be expended on the ceremony, he commanded 
him to be slain. After this victory, Caesar was conveyed to 
Rome; and it was expected that his distemper would put an 

* See the life qC BrvAnft. 
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end to his life. Antony, having traversed aome of the pro- 
vinces of Asia for the purpose <m raising money, passed with 
a large army into Greece. Contributions, indeed, were abso- 
lutelv necessary, when a gratuity of five thousand drachmas 
had neen promised to every private man. 

^ Antonyms behaviour was at first very-licceptable to the Gre- 
cians. He attended the disputes of their logicians, their pub- 
lic diversions, and religious ceremonies. He was mild in the 
administration of justice, and affected to be called the friend 
of Greece, but particularly the friend of Athens, to which he 
made considerable presents. The Megarensians, vyin^ with 
the Athenians in exhibiting something curious, invited Sim to 
see their senate-house ; ana when they asked him how he liked 
it, he told them, it was little and -^ruinotts. He took the dimen- 
sions of the temple of Apollo Py thius, as if he had intended 
to repair it ; and, indeed, he promised as much to the senate. 

But when, leaving Lucius Censorinus in Greece, he once 
more passed into Asia ; when he had enriched himself with 
the wealth of the country; when his house was the resort of 
obsequious kings, and queens contended for his favour by 
their oeauty and munificence; then, whilst Ceesar was harass* 
ed with seditions at Rome, Antony once more gave up his 
soul to luxury, and fell into all J^e dissipations of his former 
life. The Anaxenors and the Zuthi, the harpers and pipers, 
M etrodorus the dancer, the whole corps of the Asiatic drama, 
who far outdid in buffoonery the poor wretches of Italy: these 
were the people of the court, the folks that carried all oefore 
them. In short, all was riot and disorder; and Asia, in some 
measure, resembled the city mentioned by Sophocles,* that 
was at once filled with the perfumes of sacrifices, songs, and 
groans. 

When Antony entered Ephesus, the women in the dress of 
Bacchanals, and men and bovs habited like Pan and the Satyrs, 
marched before him. Nothing was to be seen through the 
whole city but ivy-crowns, and spears wreathed with ivy, 
harps, flutes, and pipes, while Antony was hailed by the name 
of Bacchus; — 

" BacchiM ! e?er kind and free !" 

And such, indeed, he was to some ; but to others he was 
savage and severe. He deprived many noble families. of their 
fortunes, and bestowed them on sycophants and parasites.. 
Many were represented to be dead who were still livmg; and 
commissions were given to his knaves for seizing their estates. 
He gave his cook the estate of a Magnesian citixen, for dress- 

Vol. IV. 2B VI 
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ing one supper to his taste: but when he laid a double im* 
post on Asia, Hybriasthe agent for the people, told him, with 
a pleasantry that was agreeable to his numour, that, ^It he 
doubled the taxes, he ought to double the seasons too, and sup- 
ply the people with two summers and two winters.'* He added, 
at the same time^ with a little more asperity, that, '^ As Asia 
had already raised two hundred thousand talents, if he had 
not received it, he should demand it of those who had ; but,'' 
said he, "if you received it, and yet have it not, we are un- 
done." This touched him sensibly; for he was ignorant of 
many things that were transacted under his authority; not 
that ne was indolent, but unsuspecting. He had a simplicity 
in his nature, without much penetration. But when he found 
that faults had been committed, he expressed the greatest con- 
cern and acknowledgment to the sufferers. He was prodigal 
in his rewards, and severe in his punishments; but the excess 
was rather in the former than in the latter. The insulting 
raillery of his conversation carried its remedy along with it; 
for he was perfectly liberal in allowing the retort, and gave 
and took with the same ^ood humour. This, however, had 
a bad effect on ms affairs. He imagined that those who 
treated him with freedom in conversation, would not be insin- 
cere in business. He did not perceive that his sycophants 
were artful in their freedom ; that they used it as a kmd of 
poignant sauce, to prevent the satiety of flattery ; and that, by 
taking these liberties with him at table, they knew well that, 
when they complied with his opinions in business, he would 
not think it the effect of complaisance, but a conviction of his 
superior judgment 

Swch-was-the* fraily -the flexihla Antony, when.th<5joye^f 
Cleopatra came in to the completion of his ruin. This awa£en- 
ed every dormant vice, inflamed every guilty passion, and to- 
tally extinguished the gleams of remaining virtue. It began in 
this manner: — When he first set out on his expedition against 
the Parthians, he sent orders to Cleopatra to meet him in Ci- 
licia, that she might answer some accusations which had been 
laid against her of assisting Cassius in the war. Dellius, who 
went on this message, no sooner observed the beauty and ad- 
dress of Cleopatra, than he concluded that such a woman, far 
from having any thing to apprehend from the resentment of 
Antony, would certainly have great influence over him. He, 
therefore, paid his court to the amiable Egyptian, and solicited 
her to go, as Homer says, ** in her best attire,"* into Cilicia; 
assuring her, that she had nothing to fear from Antony, who 

*Hom, IL xiv. 1. 162. It is thus that Juno proposes to meet Jupiter, when 
Bbe baa a particular design of inspimgVmiimmXQiv^. 
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was the most courtly general iii the world. Induced by his 
invitation, and in the confidence of that beauty which had be- 
fore touched the hearts of' Caesar and young rompey, she en* 
tertained no doubt of the conquest of Antony. When Caesar 
and Pompey had her favours, she was young and unexperi- 
enced ; but she was to meet Antony at an age when b^uty, in 
its full perfection, called in the maturity of the understanding 
to its aid. Prepared, therefore, with such treasures, orna- 
ments, and presents, as were suitable to the dignity and afflu- 
ence of her kingrlom, but chiefly relying on her personal 
charms, she set off for Cilicia. 

Though she had received many pressing letters of invitation 
from Antony and his friends, she neld him in such contempt, f 
that she by no means took the most expeditious method of | 
travelling. She sailed along the river Cydnus in a most mag- : 
nificent galley. The stern was covered with gold, the sails 
were of purple, and the oars were silver. These, in their mo- 
tion, kept time to the music of flutes, and pipes, and harp& 
The queen, in the dress and character of Venus, lay under a 
canopy embroidered with sjold of the most exquisite workman* ; 
ship; while boys,' like painted Cupids, stood fanning her on 
eacn side of the sopha. Her maids were of the most distin- 
guished beauty, and, habited like the Nereids and the Graces, 
assisted in the steerage and conduct of the vessel. The fra- 
grance of burning incense was diffused along the shores, which 
were covered with multitudes of people. Some followed the 
procession, and such numbers went down from the city to see 
it, that Antony was at last left alone on the tribunal; A ru- 
mour was soon spread, that Venus was come to feast with 
Bacchus, for the benefit of Asia. Antony sent to invite her 
to supper; but she thought it his duty to wait upon her, and, 
to show his politeness on her arrival, he complied. He was 
astonished at the magnificence of the preparations; but parti- 
cularly at that multitude of lights, which were raised or let 
down together, and disposed in such a variety of square and 
circular figures, that they afforded one of the most pleasing 
spectacles that has been recorded in history. The day follow- 
ing, Antony invited her to sup with him, and was ambitious to 
outdo her in the elegance and magnificence of the entertain- 
ment But he was soon convinced that he came short of her 
in both, and was the first to ridicule the meanness and vul- 
garity of his treat. As she found that Antqiiy^s_h.ujiiQUP sa- 
voured more of the*^mpinhbf"ffie'coiirt, she fell into the 
same coarse vein, and played upon him without Uie least re- 
serve. Such was the variety of her powers in conversation : 
her beauty, it is said, was neither astonishing iwiT \\vva\\\:^^^\ 
but it derived a force from h^r w\l andVwr l^w5«Swxv^\si«»»Kt- 
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which was absolutely irresistible. Her voice was delightfully 
melodious, and had the same variety of modulation as an in-* 
strument of many strings. She spoke roost languages; and 
there were but few of the foreign ambassadors whom she an- 
swered by an interpreter. She gave audience herself to the 
Ethiopians, the Troglodytes, the Hebrews, Arabs, Syrians^ 
Medes, and Parthians. Nor were these all the languages she 
understood, though the kings of Egypt, her predecessors, could 
hardly ever attain to the Egyptian ; and some of them forgot 
even their original Macedonian. 

Antony was so wholly engrossed with her charms, that while 
his wife Fulvia was maintaining his interest at Rome against 
Caesar, and the Parthian forces, assembled under the conduct 
of Labienus iA Mesopotamia, were ready to enter Syria, she 
led her amorous captive in triumph to Alexandria. There the 
veteran warrior fell into every idle excess of puerile amuse- 
ment, and offered at the shrine of luxury, what Antipho calls 
the ^atest of all sacrifices, — the sacrifice of time. Tnis mode 
of life they called the inimitable. They visited each other 
alternately every day; and the profusion of their entertain- 
ments is almost incredible. Philotas, a physician of Amphissa, 
who was at that time pursuing his stumes in Alexandria, told 
my grandfather Lamprlas, that, being acquainted with one of 
Antony's cooks, he was invited to see the preparations for sup- 
; per. When he came into the kitchen, beside an infinite variety 
: of other provisions, he observed eight wild boars roasting 
whole; and expressed his surprise at the number of the com- 
pany for whom this enormous provision must have been made. 
The cook lau2:hed, and said that the company did not exceed 
twelve; but that, as every dish was to be roasted to a single 
turn ; and as Antony was uncertain as to the time when ne 
would sup, particularly if an extraordinary bottle, or an extra- 
ordinary vein of conversation was going round, it was neces- 
sary to have a succession of suppers. Philotas added, that, be- 
ing afterwards in the service of Antony's eldest son by Fulvia, 
he was admitted to sup with him, when he did not sup with his 
father; and it once hapf>ened, that, when another physician at 
table had tired the company with his noise and impertinence, 
he silenced him with the following; sophism: — "There are 
some degrees of a fever in which com water is good for a man ; 
every man who has a fever has it in some degree; and, there- 
fore, cold water is good for every man in a fever." The im- 
pertinent was struck dumb with this syllogism ; and Antonv^s 
sun, who laughed at his distress, to reward Philotas for nis 
good offices, pointing to a magnificent sideboard of plate, said^ 
— ^'AU that, Philotas, is yours?" Philotas acknowledged the 
kind oSbTf but thought i^ too m^\di fot «aeK a boy to give., 
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And afterwards, when a servant brought the plate to him lii a 
chest, that he might put his seal upon it, he refused, and, in- 
deed, was afraid to accept it: upon- which the servant said,--^. 
^^ What are you afraid of? Do not you consider that this is m 
present from the son of Antony, who could easily j^ive you its'* 
weight in ffold? However, I would recommend it to you to 
take the value of it in money. In this plate there may b6 
some curious pieces of ancient workmanship that Antony may 
set a value on/* Such are the anecdotes which my grandfa«> 
ther told me he had from Philotas. 

Cleopatra was not limited to Plato's four kinds of flattery.* 
She had an infinite variety of it Whether Antony were in 
the f^y or the serious humour, still she had something ready 
for his amusement She was with him night and day. She 
gamed, she drank, she hunted, she reviewed with him.- In his 
night rambles, when he was reconnoitring the doors and win- 
dows of the citizens, and throwing out his jests upon them, 
she attended him in the habit of a servant, which he also, on 
such occasions, affected to wear. From these expeditions he 
frequently returned a sufferer both in person and character. 
But though some of the Alexandrians were displeased with 
this whimsical humour, others enjoyed it, and said, — *^ That 
Antony presented his comic parts in Alexandria, and reserved 
the tragic for Rome." To mention all his follies would be too 
trifling; but his fishing-story must not be omitted. He was 
a fishing one day with Cleopatra, and had ill. success, which, 
in the presence of his mistress, he looked upon as a disgrace: 
he therefore ordered one of the assistants to dive, and put on 
his hook such as had been taken before. This scheme he put 
in practice three or four times, and Cleopatra perceived it 
She affected, however, to be surprised at his success; express- 
ed her wonder to the people about her, and the day following 
invited them to see fresh proofs of it When the day follow- 
ing came, the vessel was crowded with people; and as soon as 
Antony had let down his line, she orderea one of her divers, 
immediately to put a salt fish, on his hook. When Antony 
found he had caught his fish, he drew up his line; and this,^ as 
may be supposed, occasioned no small mirth amom^t the spec- 
tators. <' Go, general,'' said Cleopatra, ^^ leave fishing 'to- us. 
petty princes of Pharos and Canopus; ycnir game is cities, 
kingdoms, and provinces."! 

* Plato, Grorgias. 

t This expression of Cl6q>atra*B has aometiiiiig of iSbe nme tan with that 
pusage in Virgil, — 

Excudent alii spirantm molKas 89ra! 
Tu regere imperio populos. BamBA,' 
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In the midst of these scenes of festivity snd dissipatioir^ 
Antony received two unfavourable messa^s; one from Kome, 
that his wife Fulvia, and his brother Lucius, after long; dis- 
sensions between themselves, had joined to oppose Caesar, 
but were overpowered, and obliged to fly out. ot Italy. The 
other- informed him, that Labienus and the Parthianshad re- 
duced Asia, from Syria and the Euphrates to Lydia and Ionia. 
It was with difficulty that even this roused him from his le- 
thargy: but, rousing at length, and literally waking from a fit 
of intoxication, he set out against the Parthians, aira proceed- 
ed as far as Phnenicia. However, upon the receipt of some 
very moving letters from Fulvia, he turned his course towards 
Itafy^^ with two hundred' ships. Such of his friends as had 
fled fromthence, he received ; and from these he leomed, that 
Fuhriia had been the principal cause of the drstnrbances in 
Rome; Her disposition haa a natural tendency to violence 
anddiscord; and, on this occasion, itwa&abetted by jealousy; 
for she- expected that the disorders of Italy would caU Antony 
from^ the arms of Cleopatra. That unhappy woman died at 
Sicyon^. in her proj^ress to meet her husband. This event 
opened an opportunity for a reconciliation with Caesar : for 
when- Antony came to Italy, »nd Caesar expressed no resent- 
ment against him, but threw the whole blame on Fulvia, their 
respective friends interfered, and brought them to an accom- 
medation. The east, within the boundaries of the Ionian sea^ 
was given to Antony : the western provinces to Ciesar ; and 
Lepidus had Africa. Wheti they did not accept of the con- 
sofship themselves, they were to dispose of it as they thought 
proper, in their turns. 

After these matters were settled, they thought of means to 
secure this union which fortune had set on foot. Caesar had 
a sfster older than himself, named Octavia, but they had dif- 
ferent mothers. The mother of Octavia was Ancharia. Caesar's 
mother was Attia. He had a great affection for this sister ; for 
she was a woman of extraordinary merit. She had been al- 
ready married to Caius Marcellus; but a little before this had 
buried her husband; and as A Atony had lost his wife, there 
was an evening for a fresh union. His connection with Cleo- 
patra he did not afiect to dei^y ; but he absolutely denied that 
ne was married to h*6t; and m this circumstance, indeed, his 
prudence prevailed over his love. His marriage with Octavia 
was universally wished. It was the general hope, that a wo- 
man o( her beauty -and distinguished virtues would acquire 
such an influence over Antony, as might, in the end, 5e salu- 
tary to the state. Conditions being mutuallv agreed upon, 
ttey proceeded to oolemmt/b^iiKt nuptials at Rome; and tha 
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law which permits no widow to marrf till the expiration of 
ten months after the decease of her husband, was dispensed 
with by the senate. 

Sextus, the son of Pomfiey^ who was tlien in possession of 
Sicily, had not only made great rava^s in Italy, but had cover- 
ed the sea with such a number of piratical vessels, under the 
command of Menas and Menecrates, that it was no longer safe 
for other ships to pass. He had been favourable, notwith- 
standing, to Antony : for he had given a kind reception to his 
mother and his wife Fulvia, when they were obligea to fly from 
Rome. It was judged proper, therefore, to accommodate mat- 
ters with him; and, for this purpose, a meeting was held at 
the promontory of Misenum, by the mole that runs into the 
sea. Pompey was attended by his fleet; Antony and Caesar 
by an army of foot At this interview it was settled, that 
Pompey should keep Sicily and Sardinia, on condition that he 
should clear the sea of pirates, and send a certain quantity of 
corn to Rome. When these things wfere determined, they • 
mutually invited each other to supper; but it fell to the lot of 
Pompey to give the first entertainment When Antony asked 
him where they should sup ? ^' There,^' said he, pointing to the 
admiral galley of six oars; ^^ that is the only patrimonial man- 
sion-house that is left to Pompey ;'' and it implied, at the same 
time, a sarcasm on Antony, who was then in possession of his 
father's house. However, he entertained them very politely, 
after conducting them over a bridge from the promontory to 
the ship that rode at anchor. During the entertainment, wnile 
the raillery ran briskly on Antony and Cleopatra, Menas came 
to Pompey, and told him secretly, that if he would permit him 
to cut tne cable, he would not only make him master of Sicily 
and Sardinia, but of the whole Roman empire. Pompey, after 
a moment's deliberation, answered, that he should have done 
it without consulting him: — ^* We must now let it alone," said 
he, " for I cannot break my oath of treaty." The compliment 
of the entertiinment was returned by his guests, and ne then 
retired to Sicily. 

Antony, after the accommodation, sent Ventidius into Asia, 
to stop the progress of the Parthians. All matters of public 
administration were conducted with the greatest harmony be- 
tween him and Octavius; and, in compliment to the latter, he 
took upon himself the office of high-priest to Cesar the dic- 
tator. But, alas! in their contests at play Csesar was generally 
superior, and Antony was mortified. He had in his house a 
fortune-telling gipsy, who was skilled in the calculation of na- 
tivities. This man, either to oblige Cleopatra, or folio wicv^ 
the investigation of truth, told Antoay, \.W\. ^^ «\»t ^^\^j5. 
fortune, however glorious in iliie\£» ¥i«s qkAV^mAl %skdt «^a%92>a2Km. 
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and being informed that Antony had left behind him his ma- 
chines, he sent a large detachment to intercept tiiem. This 
party fell upon Statianus, who, with ten thousand of his men^ 
were slain upon the spot Many were taken prisoners, among 
whom was King Polemo; and the machines were seized by 
the enemy and destroyed. 

This miscarriage greatly discouraged the army; and Arta- 
vasdes, &ough he had been the promoter of the war, with- 
drew his forces in despair. The Farthians, on tiie other hand, 
encouraged by their success, came up with the Romans while 
they were employed in the siege, and treated them with the 
most insolent menaces and contempt Antony, who knew 
that despair and timidity would be the consequence of inac- 
tion, lea out ten leeions, three praetorian cohorts heavy-armed, 
and the whole body of cavalry, on the business of foragine. 
He was persuaded, at the same time, that this was the on^ 
method of drawing the enemy after him, and bringing them to 
a battle. After one day's progress^ he observed the enemy in 
motion, and watching an opportunity to fall upon him in his 
march. Hereupon he put up in his camp the signal for battle ; 
but, at the same time, struck his tents, as if his intention was 
not to fight, but to retire. Accordingly, he passed the army of 
the barbarians, which was drawn up in form of a crescent; 
but he had previously given orders to the horse to charge the 
enemy, full speed, as soon as their ranks were within reach of 
the legionary troops. The Parthians were struck with asto- 
nishment at the order of the Roman army, when they observ- 
ed them pass at regular intervals without confusion, and bran- 
dish their pikes in silence. 

When the signal was given for battle, the horse turned short, 
and fell with loud shouts on the enemy. The Parthians re- 
ceived the attack with firmness, though they were too close in 
with them for the use of their bows. But when the infantry 
came to the charge, their shouts, and the clashing of their arms, 
so frightened the enemy's horses, that they were no longer 
manageable; and the Parthians fled without once engaging. 
Antony pursued them closely, in hopes that this action would, 
in a great measure, terminate the war. But when the infantry 
had followed them fifty furlongs, and the cavalry at least a 
hundred and fifty, he found that he had not slain above eighty 
of the enemy, and that thirty only were taken prisoners. 
Thus, the little advantage of their victories, and tne heavy 
loss of their defeats, as in the recent instance of the carriages, 
was a fresh discouragement to the Romans. 

The day following they returned with their baggage to the 

camp before Phraata. in their march they met with some 

straggling troops of the enemy, rfletv?«cdA VvXk ^gc^ater ^ar- 
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lies, and at last with the whole body, which having easily ral- 
lied, appeared like a fresh army, and harassed them in such a 
manner, that it was with difficulty they reached their camp. 

The Median garrison, in the absence of Antony, had made 
a sally; and those who were left to defend the mount, had 

Suitted their post and fled. Antony, at his return, punished 
le fugitives by decimation ; that is, he divided them into tens, 
and in each division put one to death, on whom the lot hap- 
pened to fall. Those that escaped had their allowance in bar- 
ley, instead of wheat. 

jBoth parties now found their difficulties in the war. An- 
tony haa the dread of famine before him, for he could not 
forage without a terrible slaughter of his men; and Phraates, 
who knew the temper of the Parthians, was apprehensive, that 
if the Romans persisted in carrying on the siege, as soon as 
tlie autumnal equinox was past, and the winter set in, he should 
be deserted by nis army, which would not at that time endure 
the open field. To prevent this he had recourse to stratagem. 
He ordered his officers not to pursue the Romans too close 
when they were foraging, but to permit them to carry off pro- 
visions, lie commanded them, at the same time, to compli- 
ment them on their valour; and to express his high opinion of 
the Roman bravery. They were instructed likewise, as op- 
portunity might offer, to blame the obstinacy of Antony, 
which exposed so many brave men to the severities of famine 
and a winter campaign, who must suffer, of course, notwith- 
standing all the Parthians could do for them, while Phraates 
sought Tor nothing more than peace, though he was still de- 
feated in his benevolent intentions. 

Antony, on these reports, began to conceive hopes; but he 
would not offer any terms before he was satisfied wnether they 
came originally from the king. The enemy assured him, that 
such were the sentiments of Phraates; and, being induced to 
believe them, he sent some of his friends to demand the stand- 
ards and prisoners that came into their hands on the defeat of 
Crassus; for he thought, if he demanded nothing, it might ap- 
pear that he was pleased with the privilege of retreating. The 
Parthian answered, that the standard and prisoners could not 
be restored; but that Antony, if he thought proper, was at 
liberty to retreat in safety. 

After some few days had been spent in making up the bag- 
eage, he began his march. On this occasion, though he had 
tne happiest eloquence in addressing his soldiers, and recon- 
ciling them to every situation and event; yet, whether it was 
through shame, or sorrow, or both, he left that office to Do- 
mitius ^nobarbus. Some of them were o€Atk&ft.\ ^^^cic^^^*^ 
Vol. IV. W 
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an act of contempt But the greater part understood the cause, 
and pityine their general, paid him still greater attention. 

Antony had determined to take his route through a plain and 
open country; hut a certain Mardian, who was well acquaint- 
ed with the practices of the Parthians, and had approved his 
faith to the Komans at the hattle when the machines were lost, 
advised him to take the mountains on his right, and not to ex- 
pose his heavy-armed troops in an open country to the attacks 
of the Parthian howmen and cavalry. Phraates, he said, 
amused him with fair promises, merely to draw him off from 
the siege; but if he would take him for his guide, he would 
conduct him by a way that was nearer, and better furnished 
with necessaries. Antony deliberated some time upon this. 
He would not appear to doubt the honour of the Parthians af- 
ter the truce they had agreed to; and yet he could not but ap- 
prove of a way which was nearer, ana which lay through an 
inhabited country. At last, he required the necessary pledges 
of the Mardian's faith, which he gave in suffering himself to 
be bound till he should have conducted the army into Arme- 
nia. In this condition he led the Romans peaceably along for 
two days: but on the third, when Antony, expecting nothing 
less than the Parthians, was marching forward in disorderly 
security, the Mardian observing the mounds of a river broken 
down, and the waters let out into the plain where they were to 
pass, concluded that the Parthians had done this to retard their 
march, and advised Antony to be on his guard ; for the enemy, 
he said, was at no great distance. Whilst Antony was draw- 
ing up his men, and preparing such of them as were armed 
with darts and slings to make a sally against the enemy, the 
Parthians came upon him, and, by surrounding his army, 
harassed it on every part. The light-armed Ronians, indeed, 
made an incursion upon them, and, galling them with their 
missive weapons, obliged them to retreat; out they soon re- 
turned to the charge, till a band of the Gaulish cavalry attacked 
and dispersed- them; sio that they appeared no more that day. 

Antony, upon tliis, found what measures ho was to take; 
and covering both wings and the rear with such troops as were 
armed with missive weapons, his army marched in the form of 
a square. The cavalry had orders to repel the attacks of the 
enemy, but not to pursue them to any great distance. The 
Parthians, of course, when in four successive days they could 
make no considerable impression, and found themselves equal- 
ly annoyed in their turn, grew more remiss, and, finding an 
excuse'in the winter season, began to think of a retreat On 
the fifth day. Flavins Gallus, a general officer of great courage 
Aod valour, requested Antony that he would indulge him with 
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a number of light-armed troops from the rear, together with 
a few horse from the front ; and with these he proposed to 
perform some considerable exploit These he obtained, and, 
in repelling the attacks of the Parthians/he did not, like the 
rest, retreat by degrees towards the body of the army, but 
maintained his ground, and fought rather on the offensive than 
on the defensive. When the officers oi the rear observed that 
he was separated from the rest, they sent to recall him, but 
he did not obey the summons. It is said, however, that Titius 
the quaestor turned back the standard, and inveighed against 
Gallus for leading so many brave men to destruction. Gallus, 
on the other hand, returned his reproaches, and, commanding 
those who were about him to stand, Titius made his retreat 
alone. Gallus had no sooner made an impression on the ene- 
my's front, than he was surrounded. In this distress he sent 
for assistance; and here the general officers, and Canidius, the 
favourite of Antony, amongst the rest, committed a most capi- 
tal error. Instead o^ leading the whole army against the Par- 
thians, as soon as one detachment was overpowered, they sent 
another to its support; and thus, by degrees, they woulcf have 
sacrificed great part of the troops, haa not Antony come has- 
tily from the front with the heavy-armed, and, urging on the 
third legion through the midst of the fugitives, stopped the 
enemy's pursuit. 

In this action no fewer than three thousand were slain, and 
five thousand brought back wounded to the camp. Amongst 
the last was Gallus, who had four arrows shot through his body, 
and soon after died of his wounds. Antony visited all that 
had suffered on this unhappy occasion, and consoled them with 
tears of real grief and afiection; while the wounded soldiers, 
embracing the hand of their general, entreated him not to at- 
tend to their sufferings, but to his own health and quiet: — 
" While our general is safe, all,'' they said, " is well." It is 
certain that there was not in those days a braver or finer army. 
The men were tall, stout, able and willing to endure the great- 
est toils. Their respect and ready obedience to their general 
was wonderful. Not a man in the army, from the first officer 
to the meanest soldier, but would have preferred the favour of 
Antony to his own life and safety. In all these respects they 
were at least equal to the armies of ancient Rome. A variety 
of causes, a^ we have observed, concurred to produce this. 
Antony's noble birth, his eloquence, his candour^ his liberality 
and magnificence, and the familiar pleasantry of his conversa- 
tion ; — these were the general causes of the affection he found 
in his army; and, on this particular occasion, his sympathizing 
with the wounded, and attending to their wwv\;&,xww^^^«^sv.\sif^ 
tally forget their sufferings. 
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The Parthians, who had before be^n to bnsoish in«thelr 
operations, were so much elevated with this adVantage, and 
held the Romans in such contempt, that they even spent the 
night by their camp, in hopes of seizing the baggage while they 
deserted their tents. At break of day, numbers more came up, 
to the amount, as it is said, of forty thousand horse; for the 
Parthian king had sent even his body-guard, so confident was 
he of absolute victory; as to himself, he never was present at 
any engagement 

Antony, being now to address his soldiers, called for mourn 
ins apparel, that his speech mieht be more afiectine; but as 
hit friends would not permit th!^, he appeared in his general's 
robe. Those that had been victorious ne praised, those who 
had fled he reproached ; the former encouraged him by every 
testimony of their zeal; the latter, offering themselves either 
to decimation, or any other kind of punishment that he might 
think proper to inflict upon them, entreated him to forego nis 
sorrow and concern. Upon this he raised his hands to hea- 
ven, and prayed to the gods, — ^ That if his happier fortune 
was to be followed by future evil, it might affect only himself, 
and that his army might be safe and victorious.'' 

The day followin§^ they marched out in better and firmer 
order, and the Parthians, who thought they had nothing to do 
but to plunder, when they saw their enemy in fresh spirits, and 
in a capacity for renewing the engagement, were extremely 
disconcerted. However, uiey fell upon the Romans, from the 
adjacent declivities, and galled them with their arrows as they 
were marching slowly forward. Against these attacks the 
liffht-armed troops were covered by the legionaries, who, 
placing one knee upon the ground, received the arrows on 
their shields. The rank that was behind covered that which 
was before in a regular gradation ; so that this curious fortifi- 
cation, which defended them from the arrows of the enemy, 
resembled the roof of a house. 

The Parthians, who thought that the Romans rested on their 
knees only through weariness and fatigue, threw away their 
bows, and came to close engagement with their spears. Upon 
this the Romans leaped up with a loud shout, cut to pieces 
those who came first to the attack, and put all the rest to flight 
This method of attack and defence being repeated every day, 
they made but little progress in their march, and were besides 
distressed for want of provisions : they could not forage with- 
out fighting; the corn they could get was but little, and even 
that they had not instruments to grind. The greatest part of 
them had been left behind; for many of their beasts of bur- 
den were dead, and many were employed in carrying the sick 
&nd wounded. It is said tjvat \ \iud[ve\ ot v(h.^t^ Attio mQ?^- 
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sure, was sold for fifty drachmas, and a barley-loaf for its weight 
in silver. Those who sought for roots and pot-herbs found 
few that they had been accustomed to eat; and in tasting un- 
known herbs, they met with one that brought on madness and 
death. He that had eaten of it immediately lost all memory 
and knowledge; but, at the same time, would busy himself in 
turning and moving every stone he met with, as if he was upon 
some very important pursuit. The camp was full of unhappy 
men bending to the ground, and thus digging; up and removing 
stones, till at last they were earned off by a nilious vomiting; 
when wine,* the only remedy ,t was not to be had. Thus, 
while numbers perished, and the Parthians still continued to 
harass them, Antony is said frequently to have cried out, — ^ O 
the ten thousand !" alluding to the army that Xenophon led 
from Babylon, both a longer way,| and through more nume- 
rous conflicts, and yet leain safety. 

The Parthians, when they found that they could not break 
through the Roman ranks, nor throw them into disorder, but 
were frequently beaten in their attacks, began once more to 
treat their foragers in a peaceable manner. They showed them 
their bows unstrung, ana informed them that they had given up 
the pursuit, and were going to depart. A few Modes, they said, 
might continue the route a day or two longer, but they would 
give the Romans no trouble, as their only purpose was to pro- 
tect some of the remoter villages. These professions were 
accompanied with many kind salutations, insomuch that the 
Romans conceived fresn hopes and spirits; and, because the 
way over the mountains was said to be destitute of water, An- 
tony once more was desirous of taking his route through the 
plams. When he was going to put his scheme in execution, 
one Mithridates, cousin to that Moneses who had formerly 
sought his protection, and been presented by him with three 
cities, came from the enemy's camp, and desired he might be 
permitted to speak with some person that understood the Sy- 
rian or the Parthian language. Alexander of Antioch, a friend 
of Antony's, went out to him, and after the Parthian had in- 
formed him who he was, and attributed his coming to the kind- 
ness of Moneses, he asked him, whether he did not see, at a 
great distance before him, a range of high hills? — ^^^ Under 
tnose hills,'' said he, " the whole Parthian army lies in am- 
buscade for you: for, at the foot of the mountains, there is a 

* The ancients held wine to be a principal remedy against Tomiting : — 
PrcBterea vomitionea tittii* — Plin. Jfat, Hut. 1. xxiii. c.l. 

t It was likewise esteemed good against many kinds of poison. Jtferwn e$i 
anUra cictUam, AconitOy el omnia quas refrigerant remeanim.— Ibid. 

t When Plutarch says that Xenophon led his ten tbio^<i»Bii^Vsoil2Kt^m|<>!^ 
miif t mean to terminate An(oDy*a maich w\lYk Annevnu. 
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spacious plain, and, there^ when deluded by their artifices, 
you have left the way over the heights, they expect to find you. 
In the mountain roads, indeed, you have thirst and toil to con- 
tend with, as usual ; but should Antony take the plains, he 
must expect the fate of Crassus.'' 

After he had given this information, he departed; and An- 
tony on the occasion assembled a council, and amon^t the 
rest his M ardian guide, who concurred with the directions of 
the Parthian. The way over the plains, he said, was hardly 
practicable, were there no enemy to contend with. The windf- 
ings were long and tedious, and difiicult to be made out The 
rugged way over the mountains, on the contrary, had no other 
difficulty in it than to endure thirst for one day. Antony, there- 
fore, changed his mind, and ordering each man to take water 
along with him, took the mountain road by night As there 
was not a sufiicient number of vessels, some conveyed their 
water in helmets, and others in bladders. 

The Parthians were informed of Antony's motions, and, 
contrary to custom, pursued him in the night About sun- 
rise they came up with the rear, weary as it was with toil and 
watching; for that night they had travelled thirty miles. In 
this condition iJiey had to contend with an unexpected enemy, 
and being at once obliged to fight and continue their march, 
their thirst became still more insupportable. At last the front 
came up to a river, the water of which was cool and clear, 
but being salt and acrimonious, it occasioned a pain in the 
stomach and bowels that had been heated and innamed with 
thirst The Mardian guide had, indeed, forewarned them of 
this, but the poor fellows rejectinc^ the information that was 
brought them, drank eagerly of the stream. Antony, run- 
ning amongst the ranks, entreated them to forbear but a little. 
He told them that there was another river at no great distance, 
the water of which might be drank with safety ; and that the 
way was so extremely rocky and uneven, that it was im|>os- 
sible for the enemy's cavalry to pursue. At the same time he 
sounded a retreat, to call on such as were engaged with the 
enemy, and gave the signal for pitching their tents, that they 
might at least have the convenience of shade. 

While their tents were fixing,' and the Parthians as usual 
retiring from the pursuit, Mithridates came again, and Alex- 
ander being sent out to him, he advised that the Romans, after 
a little rest, should rise and make for the river, because the 
Parthians did not pro()ose to carry their pursuit beyond it. 
Alexander reported this to Antony, and Mithridates being 
presented with as many phials and cups of gold as he could 
conceal in his garments, once more left the camp. Antony, 
fvhiJe it was yet day, struck \u& t&iv\&^ Oind marched, unmo 
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lested by the enemy. But so dreadful a night as followed he 
had never passed. Those who were known to be possessed of 
gold or silver were slain and plundered, and the money that 
was conveyed in the baggage was made a prey of. Last of 
all, Antony's baggage was seized, and the richest bowls and 
tables were cut asunder and divided amongst the plunderers. 
The greatest terror and distraction ran through the whole 
army, for it was concluded that the inroads of the enemy had 
occasioned this flight of confusion. Anton^r sent for one of 
his freedmen, called Rhamnus, and made him swear tliat he 
would stab him, and cut o£f his head, whenever he should 
command him, that he might neither fall alive into the hands 
of the enemy, nor be known when dead. While his friends 
were weeping around him, the Mardian guide gave him some 
encouragement, by telling him that the river was at hand, as 
he coula perceive by the cool freshness of the air that issued 
from it, and that, of course the troubles of his journey would ^ 
soon be at an end, as the night nearly was. At the same 
time he was informed that all tnese disorders had been occa- 
sioned by the avarice of his soldiers, and he, therefore, order- 
ed a signal for encamping, that he might rectify his disordered 
army.* 

It was now day-light, and as soon as tDe troops were brought 
to a little order, the Parthians once more began to harass the 
rear. The signal was, therefore, ^iven to the light troops to 
engage, and tbe heavy-armed received the arrows under a roof 
of shields, as before. The Parthians, however, durst not come 
any more to close engagement, and when the front had ad- 
vanced a little farther, the river was in sight Antony first 
drew up the cavalry on the banks to carry over the weaK and 
wounded. The combat was now over, and the thirsty could 
enjoy their water in quiet At sight of the river the Parthians 
unstrung their bows, and, with the highest encomiums on their 
bravery, bade the enemies pass over in peace. They did so, 
and, after the necessary refreshments, proceeded on their 
march, without much confidence in the Parthian praise or pro- 
fessions. Within six days from the last battle, they arrived 
at the river Araxes, which divides Media from Armenia. This 

* Plutarch does not, in this place, appear to be sufficiently informed. The 
cause of this tumult in the armv could not be the avarice of the soldiers only, 
since tliat might have operatea long before, and at a time when they were 
capable of enjoying money. Their object now was the pieservation of life; 
and it was not wealtli, but water, that they wanted. We must look for the 
cause of this disorder, then, in some other circumstance ; and that probably 
was the report of their eeneral's despair, or possibly of his death; for, other- 
wise, they would hardly have plundered his bagga|?e. The fidelity and affec- 
tion they had shown hun in all their distresses^ aioTd ai vofioicveoX <w^a.\s«k^x 
OD this behalU 
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river, on account of the depth and strength of its current, 
seemed difficult to pass, and the rumour, moreover, ran through 
the army that the enemy was there in ambuscade, to attack 
them as they forded it However, t hey passed over in safety , 
and when they set foo t in Armenia, with..the.a^idlty-4>f-iiiari- 
ners when they "firefcome on shore, they kissed the ground in 
adoration, and embraced each other with a pleasure that could 
only express itself in tears. The ill consequences of their 
former extremities, however, discovered themselves even here ; 
for, as they now passed through a country of plenty and pro- 
fusion, their too great indulgences threw them into the dropsy 
and the cholic. Antony, on reviewing his army, found that he 
had lost twenty thousand foot and four thousand horse, more 
than half of which had not died in battle, but by sickness. 
They had been twenty-seven days in their return from Phraata, 
and had beaten the Parthians in eighteen engagements; but 
these victories were by no means complete, because they could 
not prosecute their advantages by pursuit 

Hence it is evident, that Artavasdes deprived Antony of 
the fruits of his Parthian expedition : for, had he been assisted 
by the sixteen thousand horse which he took with him out of 
Media, (who were armed like the Paithians, and accustomed 
to fight with them,) after the Romans had beaten them in set 
battles, this cavalry might have taken up the pursuit, and 
harassed them in such a manner, that they could not so often 
have rallied, and returned to the charge. All, therefore, were 
exciting Antony to revenge himself on Artavasdes. But he 
followed better counsels, and, in his present weak and indigent 
condition, he did not think proper to withhold the usual re^ 
spect and honours he had paid him. But when he came into 
Armenia on another occasion, after having drawn him to a 
meeting by fair proniises and invitations, he seized and carried 
him bound to Alexandria, where he led him in triumphal pro- 
cession. The Romans were offended at this triumph and at 
Antony, who had thus transferred the principal honours of 
their country to Egypt, for the gratification of Cleopatra. 
These things, however, happened m a later period of Anto- 
ny's life. 

The severity of the winter, and perpetual snows, were so 
destructive to the troops, that, in nis march, he lost eight 
thousand men. Accompanied by a small party, he went down 
to the sea-coast, and in a fort between jBerytus and Sidon, 
called the White Hair,* he waited for Cleopatra. To divert 
his impatience on her delay, he had recourse to festivity and 
intoxication ; and he would frequently, over his cups, start up 
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from his seat, and run leaping and dancing to look out for her 
approach. At length she came, and brought with her a large 
quantity of money and clothing for the army. Some, how- 
ever, have asserted that she brought nothing but the clothes, 
and that Antony supplied the money, though he ga^e her the 
credit of it. 

There happened at this time a quarrel between Phraates and 
the king of the Medes, occasioned, as it is said, by the divi- 
sion of the Roman spoils, and the latter was appreliensive of 
losing his kingdom. He, therefore, sent to Antony an offer of 
his assistance against the Parthians. Antony, who concluded 
that he had failed of conquering the Parthians only through 
want of cavalry and bowmen, and would here seem rather to 
confer than to receive a favour, determined once more to re- 
turn to Armenia, and, after joining the king of the Medes at 
the river Araxes, to renew the war. 

Octavia, who was still at Rome, now expressed a desire of 
visiting Antony, and Caesar garve her his permission, not, ac- 
cording to the general opinion, merely to oblige her, but that 
the ill treatment and neglect which he concluded she should 
meet with, might give him a pretence for renewing the war. 
When she arrived at Athens, she received letters from Anto- 
ny, commanding her to cpntinue there, and acquainting her 
with his new expedition. These letters mortified her, for she 
suspected the expedition to be nothing more than a pretence: 
however, she wrote to him, and desired he would send his 
commands where she should leave the presents she had brought 
These presents consisted of clothing for the army, beasts of 
burden, money, and gifts for his officers and friends. Beside 
these, she had brought two thousand picked men, fully equip- 
ped and armed for the general's cohort Octavia sent this 
letter by Niger, a friend of Antony's, who did not fail to pay 
her the compliments she deserved, but represented her to An- 
tony in the most agreeable light 

Cleopatra dreaded her rival. Shfe was apprehensive that if 
she came to Antony, the respectable gravity of her mannere, 
added to the authority and interest ot CsBsar, would carry on 
her husband. She, therefore, pretended to be dying for the 
love of Antony, and, to give a colour to her pretence, she 
emaciated herself by abstinence. At his approacn she taught 
her eye to express an agreeable surprise, ana when he left her, 
she put on the look of languishment and dejection. Some- 
times she would endeavour to weep, and then, as if she wish- 
ed to hide the tear from her tender Antony, she affected to 
wipe it off unseen. • " 

Antony was, all thi» while, preparing for his MeidWw ^-^.^j^^v- 
tioa, and Cleopatra's creatures and de^udL^ti\& ^\^\\»x^^^^^ 
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reproach his unfeeling heart, which could suffer the womaR 
whose life was wrapped up in his, to die for his sake. Octavia's 
marriage, they said, was a mere political convenience, and it 
was enough for her that she had tne honour of heing called his 
wife. Poor Cleopatra, though queen of a mighty nation, was 
called nothing more than his mistress ; yet even with this, for 
the sake of his societv, she coiuld he content ; but of that so- 
ciety, whenever she should be deprived, it would de[)rive her 
of life. These insinuations so totally unmanned him, that, 
throueh fear of Cleopatra's putting an end to her life, he re- 
turned to Egypt, and put on the Mede till summer, though at 
that time the Parthian affairs were said to be in a seditious and 
disorderly situation. At length, however, he went Tn to Ar- 
menia, and after entering into alliance with the jSfMie^nd be- 
trothing one of Cleopatra's sons to a daughtep ofhis who was 
very young, he returned, that he might atfeild to the civil war. 
When Octavia returned from Amens, Caesar looked upon 
the treatment she had met with as a mark of the greatest con- 
tempt ; and he, therefore, ordered her to retire and live alone. 
However, she refused to quit her husband's house, and more- 
over entreated Caesar by no means to have recourse to arms 
merely on her account. It would be infamous, she said, for 
the two chiefs of the Roman empire to involve the people in 
a civil war— one for the love of a woman, and the other out of 
jealousy. By her own conduct she added weight to her ex- 
postulations. She kept up the dignity of Antony's house, and 
took the same care of his children, as well those that he had 
by Fulvia as her own, that she could possibly have taken, had 
he been present Antony's friends, wno were sent to Rome to 
solicit honours or transact business, she kindly entertained,' 
and used her best offices with Caesar to obtain what they re- 
quested. Yet, even by this conduct, she was hurting Antony, 
contrary to her inclination. His injurious treatment of such 
a woman excited a general indignation; and the distribution 
he had made to his children in Alexandria carried with it 
something so imperious and so disparaging to the Romans, 
that it increased that indignation not a little. The manner of 
doing it was extremely obnoxious. He summoned the peo- 
ple to the place of public exercise, and ordering two golden 
chairs to be placed on a tribunal of silver; one for himself, 
and the other for Cleopatra, beside lower seats for the chil- 
dren : he announced her queen of Egypt, Cyprus, Africa, and 
Coelosyria; and nominated Caesario, ner son by Caesar th-2 dic- 
tator, ner colleague. The sons she had by him he entitled 
kings of kings ; and to Alexander he gave Armenia and Media, 
together with Parthia, when it should be conquered. To 
Ptolemy he gave Phoenicia, Syri^i, ^tvd ClUcia, At the same 
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time the children ma^e their appearance^ Alexander in a Me- 
dian dress, with the turban ana . tiara ; and Ptolemy, in the 
long cloak and slippers, with a bonnet encircled by a diadem. 
The latter was dressed like the successors of Alexander; the 
former, like the Median and Armenian kines. When the 
children saluted their parents, one was attended by Armenian, 
the other by Macedonian guards. Cleopatra on this, and on 
other public occasions, wore the sacred robe of Isis,* and 
afiectea to give audience to the people in the character and 
name of the New Isis, 

Caesar expatiated on these things in the senate, and, by fre- ^ 
quent accusations, incensed the people against Antony. An- 
tony did<«ot fail to recriminate ny nis deputies. In the first 
place, ^ charged CsBsar with wresting Sicily out of the hands 
of Pompev, and not dividing it with him. His next charge 
was, that Csesar had never returned the ships he had borrow- 
ed of him : a third, that, after reducing his colleague Lepidus 
to the condition of a private man, he had taken to himself his 
army, his province, and his tributes : lastly, that he had distri- 
buted almost all the lands in Italy among his own soldiers, and 
had left nothing for his. To these Caesar made answer, that 
Lepidus was reduced, from an incapacity of sustaining his 
government ; that what he had acquired by war he was ready 
to divide with Antony, and at the same time he expected to 
share Armenia with him; that his soldiers had no right to 
'ands in Italy, because Media and Armenia, which by their 
bravery they had added to the Roman empire, had been al- 
lotted to them. 

Antony being informed of these things in Armenia, immedi- 
ately sent Canidius to the sea-coast with sixteen legions. In 
the mean time he went to Ephesus, attended by Cleopatra. 
There he assembled his fleet, which consisted of eight hun- 
dred ships of burden, whereof Cleopatra furnished two hun- 
dred, beside twenty thousand talents, and provisions for the 
whole army. Antony, by the advice of Domitius and some 
other friends, ordered Cleopatra to return to Egypt, and there 
to wait the event of the war. But the queen, apprehensive 
that a reconciliation might take place, through the mediation 
of Octavia, by means of large bribes drew over Canidius to 
her interest She prevailed on him to represent to Antony, 
that it was unreasonable to refuse so powerful an auxiliary 
the privilege of being present at the war; that her presence 
was even necessary to animate and encourage the Egyptians, 
who made so considerable a part of his naval force: nor was 

* This robe was of all colours, to signify the unifenaliti ^ ^^u^ ^ga^SS»^ 
influence. The robe of Oiiris was of one oq^quki odQcj. 
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Cleopatra, in point of abilities, inferior to any of the princes, 
his allies ^ since she had not only been a long time at tne head 
of a considerable kin^om, but, by her intercourse with him, 
had learnt Hie administration of the greatest affairs. These 
remonstrances, as the fates had decreed every thing for Caesar, 
had the desired effect; and they sailed together Tor Samos, 
where they indulged in every species of luxary: for at the 
same time that the kings, governors, states, and provinces, be- 
tween Syria, the Moeotis, Armenia, and Lauria,* were com- 
manded to send their contributions to the war, the whole tribe 
of players and musicians were ordered to repair to Samos; 
and, while almost the whole world beside was venting its an- 

fuish in groans and tears, that island alone was piping and 
ancing. The several cities sent oxen for sacrifice, and lungs 
contended in the magnificence of their presents and entertain- 
ments. So that it was natural to say, — ^ What kind of figure 
will these people make in their triumph, when their very pre- 
parations for war are so splendid !'' 

When these things were over, he gave Priene for the resi- 
dence of the players and musicians, and sailed for Athens, 
where he once more renewed the farce of public entertain- 
ments. The Athenians had treated Octavia, when she was at 
Athens, with the highest respect; and Cleopatra, jealous of the 
honours she had received, endeavoured to court the people by 
every mark of favour. The people in return decreed her 

Sublic honours, and sent a deputation to wait on her with the 
ecree. At the head of this deputation was Antony himself, 
in character of a citizen of Athens; and he was prolocutor on 
the occasion. 

In the mean time he sent some of his people to turn Octavia 
out of his house at Rome. When she lett it, it is said she 
took with her all his children, (except the eldest by Fulvia, 
who attended him,) and deplored the severity of her fate witii 
tears, under the apprehension that she would be looked upon 
as one of the causes of the civil war. The Romans pitied ner 
sufferings, but still more the folly of Antony, particularly such 
as had seen Cleopatra; for she was by no means preferable to 
Octavia, either on account of her youth or beauty. 

When Caesar was informed of tne celerity and magnificence 
of Antonyms preparations, he was afraid of being forced into 
the war that summer. This would have been very inconve- 
nient for him, as he was in want of almost every thing, and 
the levies of money occasioned a general dissatisfaction. The 

'^ As a mountain of no note in Attica does not seem proper to be mentioD- 
ed with great kingdoms and provinces, it is supposed that we ought to read 
Hiyria instead of Lauria. Illyria is afterwaros mentioned as the boondary 
of Antony's donuDiona on that nde* 
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whole body of the people were taxed one-fourih of their in- 
come, and the sons of ireedmen one-eighth. This occasioned 
the greatest clamour and confusion in Raly; and Antony cer- 
tainly committed a very great oversight in neglecting tne ad- 
vantage. By his unaccountable delays he gave Caesar an op- 
portunity both to complete his preparations, and appease the 
minds of the people. When the money was demanded, they 
murmured and mutinied; but after it was once paid, they 
thought of it no longer. 

Titius and Plancus, men of consular dignity, and Antony's 
principal friends, beins ill-used by Cleopatra, on account of 
their opposing her stay in the army, abandon^ him and went 
over to Caesar. As they knew the contents of Antony's will, 
they presently made him acquainted with them. This will 
was lodged in the hands of the vestals; and when Caesar de- 
manded it, they refused to send it; adding, that if he was de- 
termined to have it, he must come and take it himself. Ac- 
cordingly, he went and took it. First of all, he read it over to 
himself, and remarked such passages as were most liable to 
censure. Afterwards he read it to the senate, and this ^ve a 
general offence.^ It seemed to the greatest part an au)surd 
and unprecedented thing that a man should suffer in his life, 
for what he had ordered to be done after his death. Caesar 
dwelt particularly on the orders he had given concerning his 
funeral: for in case he died at Rome, he had directed his body 
to be carried in procession through the /oruniy and afterwards 
conveyed to Alexandria to Cleopatra. Calvisius, a retainer 
of Caesar's, also accused him of havinj^ given to Cleopatra 
the Pergamenian library, which consisted of two hundred 
thousand volumes; and added, that once, when they supped in 
public, Antony rose and trode on Cleopatra's foot,t ny way 
of signal for some rendezvous. He asserted, moreover, that 
he suffered the Ephesians in his presence to call Cleopatra 
sovereign ; and that when he was presiding at the administra- 
tion of public affairs, attended by several tetrarchs and kings, 
he received love-letters from her, enclosed in onyx and crys- 
tal, and there perused them. Besides, when Furnius, a man 
of great dignity, and one of the ablest of the Uoman orators, 
was speaking in public, CleopStra was carried through the 
forum in a litter; upon which Antony immediately started tip, 
and no longer paying his attention to the cause, accompanied 
her, leaning on the litter as he walked. 

"^ This was an act of most injurious yiolence. Nothing could be more 
sacred than a will deposited in the hands of the vestals. 

t Tf iBciv T8f vodat. The former English translator says, that Antony took 
ho^d qjrher jfeet and handled them. Whatever idea he mi^\il bas^ <i^ '^^'^^ 
ny's familiarity, he ought not, surely, to ba.ye Vie«ii wi tuosi^^ias V^)i^'^^iQ^>iK'^*> 
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The veracity of Calvisius, in these accusations, was, never- 
theless, suspected. The friends of Antony solicited the peo- 
ple in his behalf, and despatched Geminius, one of their num- 
oer, to put him on his guard against the abrogation of his 
power, and his being declared an enem^ to the Roman people. 
Greminius sailed into Greece, and, on his arrival, was suspect- 
ed by Cleopatra as an agent of Octavius. On this account, 
he was contemptuously treated, and the lowest seats were as- 
signed him at tne public suppers. This, however, he bore for 
some time with patience, in hopes of obtaining an interview 
with Antony: but being publicly called upon to declare the 
cause of his coming, he answered, — ^^ That one part of the 
cause would require to be communicated at a sober hour, but 
the other part could not be mistaken, whether a man were 
drunk or sober; for it was clear that all things would go well, 
if Cleopatra retired into E^ypt/* Antony was extremely 
chagrined; and Cleopatra said, — ^** You have done very well, 
Geminius, to confess without being put to the torture." Ge- 
minius soon after withdrew, and returned to Rome. Many 
more of Antony's friends were driven off by the creatures of 
Cleopatra, when they could no longer endure their insolence 
and scurrility. Among the rest were Marcus Silanus and Del- 
lius the historian. The latter informs us, that Cleopatra had 
a design upon his life, as he was told by Glaucus tne physi- 
cian; because he had once affronted her at supper, by saying, 
that while Sarmentus was drinking Falernian at Rome, they 
were obliged to take up with vinegar. Sarmentus was a bov 
of Caesar^, one of those creatures whom the Romans call 
< Deliciae.' 

When Caesar had made his preparations, it was decreed that 
war should be declared against Cleopatra; for that Antony 
could not be said to possess that power, which he had already 
given up to a woman. Caesar observed, that he was like a man 
under enchantment, who has no longer any power over himself. 
It was not he with whom they were going to war, but Mar- 
don the eunuch, and Pothinus; Iris, (Cleopatra's woman,) and 
Charmion; for these had the principal direction of affairs. 
Several prodigies are said to have happened previous to this 
war. Pisaurum, a colony of Antony's on the Adriatic, was 
swallowed up by an earthquake. Antony's statue in Alba was 
covered with sweat for many days, which returned, though it 
was frequently wiped off. While he was at Patrae, the temple 
of Hercules was set on fire by lightning: and at Athens the 
statue of Bacchus was carried by a whirlwind from the Gi- 
gantomachia into the theatre. These things concerned An- 
tony the more nearly, as he affected to be a descendant of Her- 
cules, aad an imitator of Bacchus, \tv^omuc\\ that he was call- 
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ed the younger Bacchus. The same wind threw down the 
colossal statues of Eumenes and Attains, called the Antonii, 
while the rest were unmoved. And in Cleopatra's royal gal- 
ley, which was called Antonius, a terrible phenomenon ap- 
peared. Some swallows had built their nests m the stern, and 
others drove them away and destroyed their young. 

Upon the commencement of the war, Antony had no fewer 
than five hundred armed vessels, magnificently adorned, and 
furnished with eight or ten banks of oars. He had, more- 
over, a liundred thousand foot, and twelve thousand horse. 
The auxiliary kings, who fought under his banners, were 
Bocchus of Africa, Tarcondemus of the Upper Cilicia, 
Archelails of Cappadocia, Philadelphus of Paphlagonia, Mi- 
thridates of Commagene, and Addallas of Thrace. Those 
who did not attend in person, but sent supplies, were Polemo 
of Pontus, Malchus of Arabia, Herod of Judaea, and Amyn- 
tas king of Lycaonia and Galatia. Beside these he had sup- 
plies also from the king of the Medes. Caesar had two hun- 
dred and fifty men of war, eighty thousand foot, and an equal 
number of horse with the enemy. Antony's dominions lay 
from the Euphrates and Armenia, to the Ionian sea and lUy- 
ria: Cajsar's extended from Illyria to the western ocean, and 
from that again to the Tuscan and Sicilian sea. He had 
likewise all that part of Africa which lies opposite to Italy, 
Gaul, and Spain, as far as the pillars of Hercules. The rest 
of that country, from Cyrene to Ethiopia, was in the posses- 
sion of Antony. 

But such a slave was he to the will of a woman, that though . 
much superior at land, to gratify her, he put his whole con- 
fidence in the navy ; notwithstanding that the ships had not 
half their complement of men, and the officers were obliged 
to press and pick up in Greece vagrants, ass-drivers, reapers, 
and boys. Nor could they make up their numbers even with 
these, but many of the ships were still almost empty. Caesar's 
ships, which were not high-built, or splendidly set oflf for 
show, but tight good sailers, well manned and equipped^ 
continued in the harbours of Tarentum and Brundusium. 
From thence he sent to Antony, desiring he would meet him 
with his forces, that no time might be lost; offering at the 
same time to leave the ports and harbours free for his landing, 
and to withdraw his army a day's journey on horseback, that 
he might make good his encampment. To this Antony re- 
turned a haughty answer, and though he was the older man, 
challenged Caesar to single combat; or if he should decline 
this, he miocht meet him at Pharsalia, and decide it where 
Caesar and Pompey had done before. Caesar i^T^N^\i\.<a.^ "^v^^N 
for while Antony made for Actium, wYiv<:3[v \^ \iovi ^w^^^^v- 
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copolis, he crossed the Ionian, and seized on Toryne, a place 
in Epirus. Antony was distressed on findins this, because 
he was without his infantry; but Cleopatra made a jest of it, 
and asked him if it was so very dreadful a thing that Caesar 
was got into the Ladle?* 

Antony, as soon as it was day-light, perceived the enemy 
making up to him; and fearing that his ill-manned vessels 
would oe unable to stand the attack, he armed the rowers, and 
placed them on the decks to make a show : with the oars sus- 
pended on each side of the vessels, he proceeded in this mock 
form of battle towards Actium. Caesar was deceived by the 
stratagem, and retired. The water about Caesar's camp was 
both scarce and bad, and Antony had the address to cut o£f the 
little that they had. 

It was much about this time that, contrary to the inclination 
of Cleopatra, he acted so generous a part by Domitius. The 
latter, even when he had a fever upon him, took a small boat, 
and went over to Caesar: Antony, though he could not but re- 
sent this, sent after him his baggage, his friends, and servants, 
and Domitius, as if it had been for grief that his treachery was 
discQyered, died very soon after.t Amyntas and Deiotarus 
likewise went over to Caesar. 

Antony's fleet was so very unsuccessful, and so unfit for 
service, that he was obliged at last to think of his land-forces; 
and Canidius, who had been retained in the interest of Cleo- 
patra, now changing his mind, thought it necessary that she 
should be sent away, and that Antony should retire into 
Thrace or Macedonia, to decide it in the field. These places 
were thought of the rather, because Dicomes, king of the 
Getae, had offered to assist Antony with a large anny. To 
give up the sea to Caesar, who, in his Sicilian wars, had ac- 
quired so much experience upon it, he said would be no dis- 
grace; but to give up the advantage which so able a general as 
himself might make of his land-forces, and waste the strength 
of so many legions in useless draughts for the sea-service, 
would be infinitely absurd. Cleopatra, however, prevailed for 
the decision by sea; though her motive was not the superior 
chance of victory, but, in case of being vanquished, the oetter 
opportunity to escape. 

There was a neck of land that lay between Antony's camp 
and his fleet, along which he used to go frequently from one 

* In Greek, Toryne, 

t Plutarch seems to be ill-infoimed about this matter. It is most probable 

that Domitius, ooe of the firmest friends of Antony, was delirious when be 

went over to Caesar, and that Antony was sensible of this when he sent his 

attendants after hm. It is possible, at tbe same time, that, wb^Q he retum€4 

to himself J the seitse of hi4 de«erUon imi^VvX Qcc^\oxvVx^d«9i.tlhA 
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to the other. Csesar was informed by a domestic how easy it 
mifijht be to seize Antony in this passage, and he sent a party 
to lie in wait for that purpose. They were so near carrying 
their point, that they seized the person who went before An- 
tony; and had they not been too hasty, he must have fallen 
into their hands, for it was with the greatest difficulty that he 
made his escape by flight. 

After it was determmed to decide the affair by sea, they set 
fire to all the Egyptian vessels except sixty. The best and 
largest ships, from three banks of oars to ten, were selected, 
and these nad their proper complement of men, for they were 
supplied with twenty thousand loot, and two thousand archers. 
Upon this, a veteran warrior, an experienced officer in the in- 
fantry, who had often fought under Antony, and whose body 
was covered with scars, cried, pointing to those scars, — ^* Why 
will you, general, distrust these honest wounds, and rest your 
hopes on those villanous wooden bottoms ? Let the Egyptians 
and the Phoenicians skirmish at sea; but give us at least the 
land ; for there it is that we have learnt to conquer or to die." 
Antony made no answer, but seemed to encourage him by the 
motions of his hand and head ; though, at the same time, he 
had no great confidence himself; for when the pilots would 
have left the sails behind, he ordered them to take them all on 
board, pretending, indeed, that it should be done to pursue the 
enemy^s flight, not to facilitate his own. 

On that and the three following days the sea ran too high 
for an engagement: but on the fifth the weather was fine and 
the sea calm. Antony and Poplicola led the right wing, Cc&- 
lius the left, and Marcus Octavius and Marcus Justeius com* 
manded the centre. Caesar had given his left wing to Agrip]>a, 
and led the right himself. Antony's land-forces were com* 
manded by Canidius, and Caesar's remained quiet on the shore, 
under the command of Taurus. As to the generals them* 
selves, Antony was rowed about in a light vessel, ordering his 
men, on account of the weight of their vessels, to keep their 
ground, and fight as steadily as if they were at land. He or* 
dered his pilots to stand as firm as if they were at anchor, in 
that position to receive the attacks of the enemy, and by all 
means to avoid the disadvantage of the straits. Caesar, when 
he left his tent before day, to review his fleet, met a man who 
was driving an ass. Upon asking his name, Uie man answer- 
ed, my name is Eutychus, and the name of my ass is Nicon.* 
The place where he met him was afterwards adorned with 
trophies of the beaks of ships, and there l\e placed the statue 
of the ass and his driver^ in orass. AfteB^havmg reviewed the 

• 

* Good Fortune, an&'VkAMrv. 
19» 
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whole fleet, and taken his post in the right wins, he attended 
to the fleet of the enemy, wnich he was surpriseoto find steady 
and motionless, as if it lay at anchor. For some time he was 
of opinion that it was so, and, for that reason, he kept back his 
fleet at the distance of eight furlongs. About noon there was 
a brisk gale from the sea, and Antony's forces being impatient 
for the combat, and trusting to the height and bulk of their 
vessels, which they thought would render them invincible, put 
the left wing in motion. Caesar rejoiced at the sight of this, 
and kept bac\ his right wing, that he might the more effec 
tually draw, them out to the open sea, where his light gallevs 
coula easily surround the heavy half-manned vessels of the 
enemy. 

The attack was not made with any violence or impetuosity : 
for Antony's ships were too heavy for that kind of rapid im- 
pression, which, no wever, is very necessary for the breach of 
the enemy's vessd. On the other hand, Caesar's ships durst 
^neither encounter head to head with Antony's, on account of 
the stren^h and roughness of their beaks, nor vet attack them 
on the sides, since, oy means of their weight, they would 
easily have broken their beaks, which were made of large 
square pieces of timber fastened to each other with iron 
cramps. The engagement, therefore, was like a battle at land, 
rather than a sea-fight, or more properly, like the storming of a 
town: for ' . . -w . 

about one 
fire-brands, 

threw weapons of various kinds from engines. Agrippa open- 
ed his left wing with a design to surround the enemy, and 
Poplicola, in his endeavour to prevent him, was separated 
from the main body, which threw it into disorder, wnile, at 
the same time, it was attacked with great vigour by Arrun- 
tius.t When things were in this situation, and nothing deci- 
sive was yet eflected, Cleopatra's sixty ships on a sudden 
hoisted their sails, and fairly took to flight through the midst 
of the combatants; for they were placed in the rear of the large 
vessels, and, by breaking their way through them, they occa- 
sioned no small confusion. The enemy saw them, with asto- 
nishment, making their way with a fair wind for the Pelopon- 
nesus. Antony, on this occasion, forgot both the general and 
the man; and, as some author has pleasantly observed, that a 
lover's soul lives in the body of his mistress; so, as if he had 
been absolutely incorporated, with her, he sufiered her to carry 
him, soul and body, away. No sooner did he see her vessel 

* His ships are so called, oo account of their tallness. 
fArruntiuB must have commanded Caesar's centre, though that circum- 
stBDce ia Dot mentioned. 
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hoisting sail, than forgetting eveiy other object — forgetting 
those brave friends that were shedding their blood in his cause 
—he took a five-oared galley, and, accompanied only by Alex- 
ander the Syrian, and Scellius, followed ner, who was the first 
cause, and now the accomplisher, of his ruin. Her own de- 
struction was certain, and he voluntarily involved himself in 
her fate. 

When she saw him coming, she put up a signal in her vessel, 
on which he soon went aboard: neither of them could look 
each other in the face; and Antony sat down at the head of 
the ship, where he remained in sombre silence, holding his 
head between his hands. In the mean time, Caesar's Jight 
ships that were in pursuit of Antony, came in sight Upon 
this he ordered his pilot to tack about and meet them ; but 
they all declined the engagement, and made o£f, except Eury- 
cles the Lacedaemonian, wno shook his lance at him in a me- 
nacing manner on the deck. Antony, standing at the head of 
his galley, cried, — ^^ Who art thou that thus pursuest Antony ?'* 
He answered: — ^*I am Eurycles the son ot Lachares, and fol- 
low the fortunes of Cassar to revenge my father's death." This 
Lachares Antony had beheaded for a robbery. Eurycles, 
however, did not attack Antony's vessel; but fell upon the 
other admiral-galley, (for there were two of that rank,) and by 
the shock turned her round. He took that vessel, and another 
which contained Antony's most valuable plate and furniture. 
When Eurycles was ^one, Antony returned to the same fjen- 
sive posture; and continuing thus for three days, during which, 
either through shame or resentment, he refused to see CleoT)a- 
tra, he arrived at Taenarus. There the women who attended 
them, first brought them to speak to each other, then to dine 
together, and not long after, as it may be supposed, to sleep 
together. At last, several of his transports, and some of his 
friends who had escaped from the defeat, came up with him, 
and informed him that his fleet was totally destroyed, but that 
his land forces were yet unhurt Hereupon he sent orders to 
Canidius immediately to march his army through Macedonia 
into Asia. As for himself, he determined to sail from Tsena- 
rus into Africa, and dividing one ship-load of treasure among 
his friends, he desired them to provide for their own safety. 
They refused the treasure, and expressed their sorrow in tears; 
while Antony, with the kindest and most humane consolations, 
entreated them to accept it, and dismissed them with letters 
of recommendation to his agent at Corinth, whom be ordered 
to give them refuse till they could be reconciled to Caesar. 
This agent was Theophilus, the father of Hipparchus, who 
nad great interest with Antony; but was the firsCoC V\^tx^^* 
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men that went over to Caesar. He afterwards settled at 
Corinth. 

In this posture were the affairs of Antony, After his fleet 
at Actium had long struggled with Csesar's, a hard gale, which 
blew right a-head of the ships, obliged them to give out about 
four in the afternoon. About five thousand men were slain 
in the action, and Caesar, according to his own account, took 
three hundred ships. Antony's fli§jht was observed by few, 
and to those who had not seen it, it was at first incredible. 
They could not possibly believe that a general, who had nine- 
teen legions and twelve thousand horse, a general to whom 
vicissitude of fortune was nothing new, would so basely desert 
them. His soldiers had an inexpressible desire to see him, 
and still expecting that he would appear in some part or other, 
gave the strongest testimony of their courage and fidelity. 
Nay, when they were even convinced that he was irrecover- 
ably fled, they continued embodied for seven days, and would 
not listen to the ambassadors of Csesar. At last, however, 
when Canidius, who commanded them, fled from the camp by 
night, and when they were abandoned by their principal offi- 
cers, they surrendered to Caesar. 

After this great success, Caesar sailed for Athens. The cities 
of Greece he found in extreme poverty, for they had been 
plundered of their cattle and every thing else before the war. 
He, therefore, not only admitted them to favour, but made a 
distribution amongst them of the remainder of the corn which 
had been provided for the war. My greatgrandfather Nicar- 
chus used to relate, that as the inhabitants oi Chaeronea had no 
horses, they were compelled to carry a certain quantity of 
corn on their shoulders to the sea-coast as far as Anticyra, and 
were driven by soldiers with stripes like so many beasts of 
burden. This, however, was done but once: for when the 
corn was measured a second time, and they were preparing to 
carry it, news came of Antony's defeat, and this saved the city 
from further hardships; for the commissaries and soldiers im- 
mediately took to flight, and left the poor inhabitants to share 
the corn amongst themselves. 

When Antony arrived in Libya, he sent Cleopatra from Pa- 
raetonium into Egypt, and retired to a melancholy desert, 
where he wandered up and down, with only two attendants. 
One of these was Aristocrates the Greek rhetorician : the 
other was Lucilius, concerning whom it has been mentioned 
in another place, that, to favour the escape of Brutus at the 
battle of Pnilippi, he assumed his name, and suffered himself 
to be taken. Antony saved him^ and he was so grateful, that 
he attended him to the last* 
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When Antony was informed that he who commanded his 
troops in Libya was gone over to the enemy, he attempted to 
lay violent hands on himself; but he was prevented by his 
friends, who conveyed him to Alexandri:^, where he found 
Cleopatra engaged in a very bold enterprise. 

Between the Red Sea and the Egyptian, there is an isth- 
mus which divides Asia from Africa; and which, in the nar- 
rowest part, is about three hundred furlongs in breadth. Cleo- 
patra had formed a design of drawing her galleys over this 
part into the Red Sea, and purposed, with all her wealth and 
forces, to seek some remote country, where she might neither 
be reduced to slavery, nor involved in war. However, the 
first galleys that were carried over, being burnt by the Ara- 
bians of Petra,* and Antony not knowing that his land-forces 
were dispersed, she gave up this enterprise, and began to for- 
tify the avenues of her kingdom. Antony, in the mean time, 
forsook the city and the society of his friends, and retired to 
a small house which he had built himself near Pharos, on a 
mound he had cast up in the sea. In this place, sequestered 
from all commerce with mankind, he affected to live like Ti- 
mon, because there was a resemblance in their fortunes. He 
had been deserted by his friends, and their ingratitude had put 
him out of humour with his own species. 

This Timon was a citizen of Athens, and lived about the 
time of the Peloponnesian war, as appears from the comedies 
of Aristophanes and Plato, in which he is exposed as the hater 
of mankind. Yet, though he hated mankind in general, he 
caressed the bold and impudent boy Alcibiades; and being 
asked the reason of this by Apemantus, who expressed some 
surprise at it, he answered, it was because he foresaw that he 
would plague the people of Athens. Apemantus was the only 
one he admitted to his society, and he was his friend in point 
of principle. At the feast of sacrifices for the dead, these two 
dined by themselves, and when A]>emantus observed that the 
feast was excellent, Timon answered, — *^ It would be so if you 
were not here.*^ Once, in an assembly of the people, he 
mounted the rostrum, and the novelty of the thing occasioned 
an universal silence and expectation; at length he said, — 
** People of Athens, there is a fig-tree in my yard, on which 
many worthy citizens have hanged themselves; and as I have 
determined to build upon the spot, I thought it necessary to 
give this public notice, that sucn as choose to have recourse 
to this tree, for the aforesaid purpose, may repair to it before 
it is cut down." He was buried at Halse, near the sea, and 

* Dion tells us, that the vessels which were burnt ^ct^T«A.^«Wi^^^«««^ 
drawn over the isthmus, but some that Ittui been \3ia3\X ou^ioaX.^^— ^^^*^^ 
Vol. IV. 2 F 
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the water surrounded his tomb in such a manner, that he 
was maccessible to mankind. The following epitaph is in- 
scribed on his monument : — 

At last, I've bid the knaves fareirsll; 
Ask not my name — but go — to bell. 

It is said that he wrote this epitaph himself. That which is 
commonly repeated was written by Callimachus: — 

My name is Timon ; knaves, bef^one ! 
Curse me, but come not near my stone! 

These are some of the many anecdotes we have concerning 
Timon. 

Canidius himself brought Antony news of the defection of 
his army. Soon after, he heard that Herod of Judea was gone 
over to Caesar with some legions and cohorts; that several 
other powers had deserted his interest, and, in short, that he 
had no foreign assistance to depend upon. None of these 
things, however, disturbed him; for, at once abandoning his 
hopes and his cares, he left his Timonian retreat, and return- 
ed to Alexandria; where, in the palacQ of Cleopatra, he once 
more entertained the citizens with his usual festivity and mu- 
nificence. He gave the toga virilis to Antyllus, his son by 
Fulvia, and admitted Cleopatra's son by Caesar into the order 
of young men. The entertainments on this occasion were in- 
finitely pompous and magnificent, and lasted many days. 

Antony and Cleopatra had before established a society, 
called the Inimitable Livers, of which they were members; 
but they now instituted another, by no means inferior in 
splendour or luxury, called the Companions in Death. Their 
friends were admitted into this, and the time passed in mutual 
treats and diversions. Cleopatra, at the same time, was making 
a collection of poisonous drugs, and being desirous to know 
which was least painful in the operation, she tried them on the 
capital convicts. Such poisons as were quick in their opera- 
tions, she found to be attended with violent pain and convul- 
sions; such as were milder were slow in their efifect; she, 
therefore, applied herself to the examination of venomous 
creatures, and caused different kinds of them to be applied to 
different persons, under her own inspection. These experi- 
ments she repeated daily, and, at length, she found that the 
bite of the asp was the most eligible kind of death; for it 
brought on a gradual kind of lethargy, in which the face was 
covered with a gentle sweat, and the senses sunk easily into 
stupefaction; and those who were thus affected showed the 
same uneasiness at being disturbed or awaked, that people do 
in the profoaddest natural sleep.* 

♦ Aspis 8omnicu\oft^ — Sltwv 
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They both sent ambassadors to Gsesar in Asia. Cleopatra 
requested Egypt for her children^ and Antony only petitioned 
that he might be permitted to live as a private man m Egypt, 
or, if that were too much, that he might retire to Athens. 
Deserted as they were by almost all their friends, and hardly 
knowing in whom to confide, they were forced to send Eu- 

Ehronius, their children's tutor, on this embassy. Alexis of 
laodicea, who, by means of Timogenes, became acquainted 
with Antony at Rome, a man of great skill in the Greek learn- 
ing, and one of Cleopatra's chief agents in keeping Antony 
from Octavia, he had before despatched to Juoea to retain 
Herod in his interest This man gave up Antony, and, re- 
lying on Herod's interest, had the confidence to ap{>ear before 
Ca&sar. The interest of Herod, however, did not save him; 
for he was immediately carried in chains into his own coun- 
try, and there put to death. Thus Antony had, at least, the 
satisfaction of seeing him punished for his perfidy. 

Caesar absolutely rejected Antony's petition; but he an- 
swered Cleopatra, that she might expect every favour from 
him, provided she either took off Antonv,or banished him her 
dominions. At the same time he sent Thyreus* to her, who 
was one of his freedmen, and whose address was not unlikely 
to carry his point, particularly as he came from a young con- 
queror to !lie court of a vain and ambitious queen, who had 
still the highest opinion of her personal charms.t As this am- 
bassador was indulged with audiences longer and more fre- 
quent than usual, Antony grew jealous, and having first or- 
aered him to be whippea, he sent him back to Caesar with let- 
ters, wherein he informed him, that he had been provoked by 
the insolence of his freedman at a time when his misfortunes 
made him but too prone to anger: — ^''However," added he, 
"you have a freedman of mine, Hipparchus, in your power, 
and if it will be any satisfaction to you, use him in the same 
manner." Cleopatra, that she might make some amends for 
her indiscretion, behaved to him afterwards with great ten- 
derness and respect She kept her birth-day in a manner 

"^ Dion calls him Thyrsus. Antony and Cleopatra sent other ambassadors 
to Caesar, with offers of considerable treasures, and, last of all, Antony sent 
his son AntyUns with large sums of gold. Caesar, with that meanness which 
mu«!(ia part of his character, took the ^old, but granted him none of his 
reqiif^«<t8. Fearing, however, that despair might put Antony upon the re- 
solution of carrying the war into Spain or Gaul, or provoke him to bum the 
weal ill that Cleopatra had been amassing, he sent this Tbyreus to Alexan- 
dria. 

t Dion says, that Tliyreus was instructed to make use of the softest address, 
and to insinuate that Crosar was captivated with her beauty. TVwi <iVi\«iRX<2il 
this measure was to prevail on her to take ofif AnXnn^ vi>DSi'ft ^<&N«^&^^aS^K«^^ 
with the prospect of obtaining the GonqaeTor. 
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suitable to their unhappy circumstances; but his was cele- 
brated with such magnincence, that many of the guests, who 
came poor, returned wealthy. 

After Antony's overthrow, A{;rippa wrote several letters to 
Ctesar, to inform him that his presence was necessary at Rome. 
This put o£f Uie war for some time; but as soon as the winter 
was over, Caesar marched against Antonv by the rout of Syria, 
and sent his lieutenants on the same business into Africa. 
When Pelusium was taken, it was rumoured that Seleucus had 
delivered up the place with the connivance or consent of Cleo- 
patra: whereupon the queen, in order to justify herself, gave 
up the wife and children of Seleucus into the hands of Anto- 
ny. Cleopatra had erected near the temple of Isis some monu- 
ments of extraordinary size and magnincence. To these she 
removed her treasure, her gold, silver, emeralds, pearls, ebony, 
ivory, and cinnamon, together with a lai^e quantity of flax, 
and a number of torches. Caesar was under some apprehen- 
sions about this immense wealth, lest, upon some sudden 
emergency, she should set fire to the whole. For this reason 
he was continually sending messengers to her with assurances 
of gentle and honourable treatment, while in the mean time he 
hastened to the city with his army. 

/ When he arrived, he encamped near the Hippodrome, upon 
which Antony made a brisk sally, routed the cavalry, drove 
them back into their trenches, and returned to the city with 
the complacency of a conqueror. As he was going to the palace 
he met Cleopatra, whom, armed as he was, he kissed without 
ceremony, and at the same time he recommended to her favour 
a brave soldier, who had distinguished himself in the engage- 
ment She presented the soldier with a cuirass and helmet of 
gold, which ne took, and the same night went to Caesar. Af- 
ter this, Antony challenged Caesar to nght him in single com- 
bat, but Caesar only answered, that Antony might uiink of 
many other ways to end his life. Antony, therefore, conclu- 
ding that he could not die more honourably than in battle, de- 
termined to attack Caesar at the same time both by sea and 
land. The night preceding the execution of this design, he 
ordered the servants at supper to render him their best services 
that evening, and fill the wine round plentifully; for the day 
following they might belong to another master, whilst he lay 
extended on the ground, no longer of consequence either to 
them or to himseli. His friends were affected, and wept to hear 
him talk thus; which, when he perceived, he encouraged them 
by assurances, that his expectations of a glorious victory were 
at least equal to those of an honourable death. At the dfead of 
night, when universal silence reigned through the city, a si- 
lence that was deepened by the avjSxA \5[vo>3i^\. q>1 \3cv^ ^vvsuing 
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day, on a sudden was heard the' sound of musical instruments, 
and a noise which resembled the exclamations of Bacchanals. 
This tumultuous procession seemed to pass through the whole 
city, and to go out at the ^te which led to the enemy's camp. 
Those who reflected on this prodigy, concluded that Bacchus, 
the god whom Antony affected to imitate^ had then forsaken 
him. 

As soon as it was light, he led his infantry out of the city, 
and posted them on a rising ground, from whence he saw his 
fleet advance towards the enemy. There he stood waiting for 
the event; but as soon as the two fleets met, they hailed each 
other with their oars in a very friendly manner, (Antony's fleet 
making the first advances,) and sailed together peaceably to- 
wards the city. This was no sooner done, than the cavalry 
deserted him in the same manner, and surrendered to Caesar. 
His infantry were routed ; and as he retired to the city, he ex- 
claimed that Cleopatra had betrayed him to those with whom 
he was fighting only for her sake. 

The unnappy queen, dreading the effects of his anger, fled 
to her monument, and having secured it as much as possible 
with bars and bolts, she gave orders that Antonj should be in- 
formed she was dead. Believing the information to be true, -. 
he cried, — ^'^ Antony, why dost thou delay? What is life to ' 
thee, when it is taken from her for whom alone thou couldst 
wish to live?" He then went to his chamber, and opening his 
coat of mail, he said, — ^^ I am not distressed, Cleopatra, that 
thou art gone before me, for I shall soon be with thee; but I 
grieve to think that I, who have been so distinguished a gene- 
ral, should be inferior in magnanimity to a woman." He was 
then attended by a faithful servant, whose name was Bros. 
He had engaged this servant to kill him, whenever he should 
think it necessary, and he' now demanded that service. Eros 
drew his sword, as if he designed to kill him; but, suddenly 
turning about, he slew himself, and fell at his master's feet 
" This, Eros, was greatlv done," said Antony ; " thy heart 
would not permit thee to Kill thy master, but thou hast taught 
him what to do by thv example." He then plunged his sword 
into his bowels, and threw himself on a couch that stood by. 
The wound, however, was not so deep as to cause immediate 
death ; and the blood stopping as he lay on the couch, he came 
to himself, and entreated those who stood by to put him out of 
his pain. They all fled, nevertheless, and left him to his cries 
and torments, till Diomedes, secretary to Cleopatra, came with 
her request, that he would come to her in the monument 
When Antony found that she was still living, it gave him fresh 
spirits, and he ordered his servants to take Kvta >x^* K.^^^^^ 
ingly, they carried him in their arms toliJDA Aoot ^&\iB&^ssvwss\ 
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ment Cleopatra would not sufier the door to be opened, but 
a cord being let down from a window^ Antony was fastened to 
it, and she, with her two women, all that were admitted into the 
monument, drew him up. Nothing, as they who were present 
observed, could possibly be more affecting than that spectacle. 
Antony, coverea witli blood, and in the amnios of death, 
hoisted up by the rope, and stretching out his hands to Cleo- 
patra, while he was suspended for a considerable time in the 
air ! For it was with the greatest difficulty they drew him up, 
though Cleopatra herselt exerted all her strength, straining 
every nerve, and distorting every feature with the violence of 
the effort; while those who stood below endeavoured to animate 
and encourage her, and seemed to partake in all the toil, and 
all the emotions that she felt When she had drawn him up, 
and laid him on a bed, as she stood over him she rent her 
clothes, beat and wounded her breast, and wiping the blood 
from his disfigured countenance, she called him her lord, her 
emperor, her husband! Her whole soul was absorbed in his 
misfortunes; and she seemed totally to have forgot that she 
had any miseries of her own. Antony endeavoured to sooth 
her as well as he was able, and called for wine ; either because 
he was thirsty, or because he thought it might sooner put him 
out of his pain. When he had drunk, he advised her to con- 
sult her own affairs, and her safety, so far as might be consist- 
ent with honour, and to place her confidence in Proculeius 
ratlier than in the other friends of Caesar: — ^'^ As to himself,'^ 
he said, "that she ought rather to rejoice in the remembrance 
of his past happiness, than to bewail his present misfortunes ; 
since in his lite he had been illustrious, and was not inglorious 
in his death. He had conquered like a Roman, and it was 
only by a Roman that he was conquered/* A little before he 
expired, Proculeius arrived from Caesar; for after Antony had 
stabbed himself, and was conveyed to Cleopatra, Dercetaeus, 
one of his guards, privately carried off his bloody sword, and 
showed it to Caesar. When Caesar beheld this token of An- 
tony's death, he retired to the inner part of his tent, and shed 
some tears in remembrance of a man who had been his relation, 
his colleague in government, and his associate in so many bat- 
tles and important affairs.* He then called his friends to- 
gether, and read the letters which had passed between him and 
Antony, wherein it appeared, that, though Caesar had still 
written in a rational and equitable manner, the answers of 

* This retirement of Caesar was certainljr an affectation of concern. The 

death of Antoojr had been an invariable object with him. He was too cow- 

ardly to think bimseU safe while he lived ; and to expose his weakness by 

readioff his letters the moment he was infoTmedofbia deaths was certainly no 

proof that he felt even tbea any toQidemett fot Yoft m«cDan. 
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Antony were insolen^ and contemptuous. After this, he des- 
patched Proculeius with orders to take Cleopatra alive, if it 
were possible; for ho was extremely solicitous to save the 
treasures in the monument, which would so greatly add to the 
^lory of his triumph. However, she refused to admit him 
mto the monument, 9iid would only speak to him through the 
bolted gate. The substance of this conference was^ that Cleo- 
patra made a requisition of the kingdom for her children ; while 
Proculeius, on the other hand, encouraged her to trust every 
thing to Caesar. 

After he had reconnoitred the place, he sent an account of 
it to Caesar; upon which Gallus was despatched to confer with 
Cleopatra. The thing was thus concerted; — Gallus went up 
to the gate of the monument, and drew Cleopatra into conver- 
sation, while, in the mean time, Proculeius applied a ladder to 
the window, where the women had taken in Antony; and hav- 
ing got in with two servants, he immediately made for the 
Elace where Cleopatra was in conference with Gallus. One of 
er women discovered him, and immediately screamed aloud. 
— ^«< Wretched Cleopatra, ^ou are taken alive!" She turned 
about, and seeing Proculeius, the same instant attempted to 
stab herself; for to this intent she always carried a dagger 
about with her. Proculeius, however, prevented her, and, ex- 

Eostulating with her, as he held her in his arms, he entreated 
er not to be so injurious to herself or to Csesar; that she 
would not deprive so humane a prince of the glory of his cle- 
mency, or expose him, by her distrust, to the imputation of 
treachery or cruelty. At the same time, he took the dagger 
from her, and shook her clothes, lest she should have poison 
concealed about her. Caesar also sent his freedman Epaphro- 
ditus with orders to treat her with the greatest politeness, but, 
by all means, to bring her alive. 

Caesar entered Alexandria, conversing with Arius the philo- 
sopher; and, that he might do him honour before the people, 
he led him by the hand.^ When he entered the Gymnasium, 
he ascended a tribunal which had been erected for him, ana 
gave assurances to the citizens, who prostrated themselves 
before him, that the city should not be hurt He told them 
he had different motives for this. In the first place, it was 
built by Alexander; in the next place, he admired it for its 
beauty and magnitude; and lastly, he would spare it, were it 
but for the sake of his friend Arius, who was born there. 
Caesar gave him the high honour of this appellation, and par^ 
doned many at his request Amongst these was Philostratus, 
one of the most acute and eloquent sophists of his time. Tliis 
man, without any right, pretended to be a Co\Von<?^t ^\ 'Ccsfc Kss.'^k.- 
demics; and Caesar, from a bad opimoti ot Vi\a xtkot^^^ w^^'^^^ 



232 ANTONY. 

his petition: upon which the sophist followed Arius up and 
down in a mourning cloak, with a long white beard, crying 
constantly, — 

" The wise, if really such, will save the wise." 
Caesar heard and pardoned him, not so much out of favour as 
to save Arius from the impertinence and envy he might incur 
on his account 

Antyllus, the eldest son of Antony bv Fulvia, was betrayed 
by his tutor Theodorus, and put to death. While the soldiers 
were beheading him, the tutor stole a jewel of considerable 
value, which he wore about his neck, and concealed it in his 
eirdle. When he was charged with it, he denied the fact; but 
the jewel was found upon him, and he was crucified. Caesar 
appointed a guard over Cleopatra's children and their gover- 
nors, and allowed them an honourable support. Csesario, the 
reputed son of Caesar the dictator, had been sent by his mo- 
ther, with a considerable sum of money, through Ethiopia 
into India. But Rhodon, his governor, a man of the same 
principles with Theodorus, persuading him that Caesar would 
certainly make him king of Egypt, prevailed on him to turn 
back. While Caesar was deliberating how he should dispose 
of him, Arius is said to have observed, that there ought not, 
by any means, to be too many Caesars. Therefore, soon after 
the death of Cleopatra, he was slain. 

Many considerable princes begged the body of Antony, that 
they might have the honour of giving it burial; but Caesar 
would not take it from Cleopatra, who interred it with her 
own hands, and performed the funeral rites with great magni- 
ficence ; for she was allowed to expend what she thought pro- 
per on the occasion. The excess of her affliction, and the in- 
flammation of her breast, which was wounded by the blows 
she had given it in her anguish, threw her into a fever. She 
was pleased to find an excuse in this for abstaining from food, 
and hoped, by this means, to die without interruJ3tion. The 
physician in whom she placed her principal confidence was 
Olympus; and, according to his short account of these trans- 
actions, she made use of his advice in the accomplishment ot 
her design. Caesar, however, suspected it; and tnat he might 
prevail on her to take the necessary food and physic, he threat 
ened to treat her children with severity. This had the desired 
effect, and her resolution was overborne.* 

A few days after, Caesar himself made her a visit of con- 

'^ Cleopatra certainly possessed the virtues of fidelity and natural afiectioQ 

in a very eminent degree. She had several opportunities of betraying Ante- 

ny, could she have been induced to it either by fear or ambition. Her ten- 

derness for her children is always superior to her self-love, and she bad a 

ffi^uUiess Qf soul which Cseaar never kne\?* 
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dolence and consolation. She was then in an undress, and 
lying negligently on a couch; but when the conqueror entered 
the apartment, though she had nothing on but a single bed- 
gown, she arose and threw herself at his feet. Her tace was 
out of figure, her hair in disorder, her voice trembling, her 
eyes sunk, and her bosom l)ore the marks of the injuries she 
had done it In short, her person ^ve you the image of her 
mind; yet, in this deplorable condition, there were some re- 
mains of that grace, tnat spirit and vivacity, which had so pe- 
culiarly animated her former charms, and still some gleams of 
her native elegance might be seen to wander over her melan- 
choly countenance.* 

When Csesar had replaced her on her couch, and seated 
himself \yy her, she endeavoured to justify the part she took 
against him in the war, alleging the necessity she was under, 
and her fear of Antony. But when she found that these apo- 
logies had no weight with Caesar, she had recourse to prayers 
and entreaties, as if she had been really desirous of life; and, 
at the same time, she put into his hands an inventory of her 
treasure. Seleucus, one of her treasurers, who was present, 
accused her of suppressing some articles in the account; upon 
which she started up from her couch, caught him by the hair, 
and gave him several blows on the face. Caesar smiled at this 
spirited resentment, and endeavoured to pacify her: — ^'^But 
how is it to be borne,'* said she, " Caesar, if, while even you 
honour me with a visit in my wretched situation, I must be 
aflronted by one of my own servants? Supposing th^t I have 
reserved a few trinkets, they were by no means intended as 
ornaments for my own person in these miserable fortunes, but 
as little presents for Octavia and Livia, by whose good offices 
I might nope to find favour with you.'* Caesar was not dis- 
pleased to near this, because he flattered himself that she was 
willing to live. He, therefore, assured her, that jyhatever she 
had reserved, she might dispose of at her pleasure; and that 
she might, in every respect, depend on the most honourable 
treatment After this he took his leave, in confidence that he 
had brought her to his purpose; but she deceived him. 

There was in Caesar's train a young nobleman, whose name 
was Cornelius Dolabella. He was smitten with the charms of 
Cleopatra, and having engaged to communicate to her every 
thing that passed, he sent her private notice that Caesar was 

* Dion giires a more pompons account of her reception of Csesar. She re* 
cei?ed bim, he tells us, in a magnificent apartment, Iving on a splendid bed, 
in a mourning habit, which peculiarly became her; that she had several pic- 
tures of Julius Caesar placed near her; and some letters she had received 
from him in her bosom. The conversation turned on \!bA wega ^Kt^s^^v.N'vsa&u 
her speech on the occasioti it reoorded. — Dion^V)a2f % 

Vol. IV. 2 G 20* 
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about to return into S;^ria, and that, within three days, she 
would be sent away with her children. When she was in- 
formed of this, she requested of Caesar permission to make 
her last oblations to Antony. This being granted, she was 
conveyed to the place where he was buried ; and kneeling at 
his tomb, with her women, she thus addressed the manes oi 
the dead: — ^'^It is not long, mv Antony, since, with these 
hands, I buried thee. Alas! they were then free, but thy 
Cleopatra is now a prisoner, attended by a guard, lest, in the 
transports of her grief, she should disfigure this captive body, 
whicn is reserved to adorn the triumph over thee. These are ' 
the last offerings, the last honours she can pay thee ; for she is 
now to be conveyed to a distant country. Nothing could part 
us while we lived, but in death we are to be divided. Thou, 
though a Roman, liest buried in Egypt; and I, an Egyptian, 
must be interred in Italy, the only favour I shall receive from 
thy country. Yet, if the s^ods of Rome have power or mercy 
left, (for surely those of Egypt have forsaken us,*) let them 
not suffer me to be led in living triumph to thy disgrace! No! 
hide me, hide me with thee in the grave; for life, since thou 
hast left it, has been misery to mt?^ 

Thus the unhappy queen bewailed her misfortunes; and 
after she had crowned the tomb with flowers, and kissed it, 
she ordered her bath to be prepared. When she had bathed, 
she sat down to a magnificent supper; soon after which a 
peasant came to the gate with a small basket. The guards in* 
quired what it contained ; and the man who brought it, putting 
by the leaves which lay uppermost, showed them a parcel of 
figs. As they admired their size and beauty, he smiled, and .« 
bade them take some ; but they refused, and, not suspecting 
that the basket contained any thing else, it was carried in. 
After supper, Cleopatra sent a letter to Caesar, and ordering 
every bocly out of the monument, except her two women, she 
made fast the door. When Caesar opened the letter, the plain- 
tive style in which it was written, and the strong request that 
she might be buried in the same tomb with Antony, made him 
suspect her design. At first, he was for hastening to her him- 
seli, but he changed his mind, and despatched others.t Her 
death, however, was so sudden, that though they who were 

* It wa& the opioioo of the jancieDts, that the gods forsook the vaoquisbedk 
Thus Virgil:— 

ExcessSre omnes, adytis arisque relictis, 

Dii, quibus imperium hoc steterat w9?fi. ii. 3iSil.. 

And Tacitus; — 

A^eni jam imperii Deos. 

f Thin k suioth0r jostance of his penonaX oovraxdaot. 
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sent ran the whole way, alarmed the guards with their appre- 
hensions, and immediately broke open the doors, they tound 
her quite dead,* lying on her golden bed, and dressed in all 
her royal ornaments. Iras, one of her women, lay dead at her 
feet, and Charmion, hardly able to support herself, was adjust- 
ing her mistress' diadem. One of Caesar^s messengers said 
angrily, — ^^ Charmion, was this well done?" "Perfectly well," 
said she, " and worthy a descendant of the kings of JEgypt" 
She had no sooner said this, than she fell down dead. 

It is related by some, that an asp was brought in amongst 
the figs, and hid under the leaves; and that Cleopatra had or- 
dered it so that she might be bit without seeing it; that, how- 
ever, upon removing the leaves, she perceived it, and said, — 
" That is what I wanted." Upon which she immediately held 
out her arm to it. Others say, that the asp was kept in a 
water-vessel, and that she vexed and prickea it with a golden 
spindle till it seized her arm. Nothing of this, however, could' 
be ascertained ; for it was reported likewise that she carried 
about with her a certain poison, in a hollow bodkin that she 
wore in her hair; yet there was neither any mark of poison on 
her body, nor was there any serpent found in the monument, 
though the track of a reptile was said to have been discovered 
on the sea-sands, opposite to the windows of Cleopatra's 
apartment Others, again, have affirmed, that she had two 
small punctures on her arm, apparentl}'' occasioned by the 
sting of the asp; and it is clear tnat Caesar gave credit to this; 
for her effigy, which he carried in triumph, had an asp on the 
arm.t 

Such are the accounts we have of the death of Cleopatra; 
and though Caesar was much disappointed by it, he admired 
her fortitude, and ordered her to be buried in the tomb of An- 
tony, with all the mas^nificence due to her equality. Her wo- 
men, too, were, by His orders, interred with great funeral 
pomp. Cleopatra died at the age of thirty-nine, after having 
reigned twenty-two years, the fourteen last in conjunction 
with Antony. Antony was fifty-three, some say fifty-six, 
when he died. His statues were all demolished, but Cleopa- 
tra's remained untouched; for Archibius, a friend of hers, 
ga^e Caesar a thousand talents for their redemption. 

Antony left by his three wives seven children,]: whereof 

* Dion says, tbat Caesar ordered her to be sacked by the Psylll, that the 
poisoo might be drawD out ; but it was too late. 

t This may be a matter of doubt. There woald, fif coarse, be an asp on 
the diadem of the effigy, because it was peculiar to the kings of Egypt; ancB 
this mi^ht giye rise to the report of an asp being on the arm. 

t By Fubia, he harf Antyllus and Antony; by C!en^«lTOL^>MfcV"wiLC?«*s^ra?»r&^ 
Ptolemy, and Alexandiur; aod by Octavia, AiitoDia'fiin^T.k«&^ KnXwva^^^A^a^ssfr^ 
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Antyllus, the eldest, only was put to death. Octavia took the 
rest, and educated them with her own. Cleopatra, his daugh- 
ter by Cleopatra, was married to Juba, one of the politest 
princes of his time; and Octavia made Antony, his son by 
Fulvia, so considerable with Cs&sar, that, after Asrippa, and 
the sons of Li via, he was generally allowed to hold tne first 

Elace in his favour. Octavia, by her first husband Marcellus, 
ad two daughters, and a son named Marcellus. One of these 
daughters she married to Agrippa; and the son married a 
daughter of Caesar's. But as ne died soon after, and Octavia 
observing that her brother was at a loss whom he should adopt 
in his place, she prevailed on him to give his daughter Julia to 
Agrippa, though ner own daughter must necessarily be divorc- 
ed to make way for her. Caesar and Agrippa having agreed 
on this point, she took back her daughter, and manned her to 
Antony. Of the two daughters that Octavia had by Antony, 
one was married to Domitius ^nobarbus, and the other, ( An- 
tonia, so much celebrated for her beauty and virtue,) married 
Drusus, the son of Li via, and son-in-law to Caesar. Of this 
line came Germanicus and Claudius. Claudius was afterwards 
emperor; and so likewise was Caius the son of Germanicus, 
who, after a short, but infamous reign, was put to death, to- 
gether with his wife and daughter. Agrippa, who had Lucius 
Domitius by ^nobarbus, was afterwards married to Claudius 
Caesar. He adopted Domitius, whom he named Nero Ger- 
manicus. This Nero, who was emperor in our times, put his 
own mother to death, and, by the madness of his conduct, 
went near to ruin the Roman empire. He was the fifth in de- 
scent from Antony. 



DEMETRIUS AND ANTONY 

COMPARED. 

As Demetrius and Antony both passed through a variety of 
fortune, we shall consider, m the first place, their respective 
power and celebrity. These were hereditary to Demetrius; 
for Antigonus, the most powerful of Alexander's successors, 
had reduced all Asia during his son's minority. On the other 
hand, the father of Antony was indeed a man of character, but 
not of military character; yet, though he had no public influ- 
ence or reputation to bequeath to Yvi^^ow^lVv^t son did nothesi* 
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tate to aspire to the empire of Caesar ; and, without any title, 
either from consanguinity or alliance, he effectually invested 
himself with all that he had acouired : at least, by his own 

Eeculiar weight, after he had divided the world into two parts, 
e took the better for himself. By his lieutenants he conquer-* 
ed the Parthians, and drove back the barbarous jiations about 
Caucasus, as far as the Caspian sea. Even the less reputable 
parts of his conduct are so many testimonies of his greatness. 
The father of Demetrius thougnt it an honour to marry him 
to Phila the daughter of Antipater, though there was a dis- 
parity in their years; while Antony's connection with Cleo- 
patra was considered as a de8;rading circumstance; though 
Cleopatra, in wealth and magnificence, was superior to all the 
princes of her time, Arsaces excepted. Thus he had raised 
nimself to such a pitch of grandeur, that the world in general 
thought him entitled even to more than he wished. 

In Demetrius' acquisition of empire, there was nothing re- 
prehensible. He extended it only to nations inured to slavery, 
and desirous of being governed. But the arbitrary power of 
Antony grew on the execrable policy of a tyrant, who once 
more reduced to slavery a people that had shaken off the yoke. 
Consequently, the greatest of his actions, his conquest of 
Brutus and Cassius, is darkened with the inglorious motive of 
wresting its liberty from Rome. Demetrius, during his better 
fortunes, consulted the liberties of Greece, and removed the 
garrisons from the cities: while Antony made it his boast that 
he had destroyed the assertors of his country's freedom in 
Macedonia. 

Antony is praised for his liberality and munificence; in 
which, however, Demetrius is so far his superior, that he gave 
more to his enemies than the former did to his friends. An- 
tony was honoured for allowing a magnificent funeral to Bru- 
tus; but Demetrius buried every enemy he had slain, and sent 
back his prisoners to Ptolemy, not only with their own pro- 
perty, but with presents. 

Both were insolent in prosperity, and fell with too muc}\ 
ease into luxury and indulgence. But we never find Deme- 
trius neglecting his affairs for his pleasures. In his hours of 
leisure, indeed, he had his Lamia, whose office it was, like the 
fairy in the fable, to lull him to sleep, or amuse him in his play. 
When he went to war, his spear was not bound about with 
ivy; his helmet did not smell of perfume; he did not come in 
the foppery of dress out of the chambers of the women; the 
riots of Bacchus and his train were hushed; and he became, as 
Euripides says, the minister of Mars. In short, he never lost 
s^ battle through the indulgence of luxury. Thi8Coi.\ld\\.<^tVi55i 
said of Antony : as in the pictures ol ttww\^^^^^«»^'^^^^ 
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stealing; his club and his lion's skin, so Cleopatra frequently 
disarmed Antony, and, while he should have been prosecuting 
the most necessary expeditions, led him to dancing and dal- 
liance on the shores ot Canopus and Taphosiris.* So likewise, 
as Paris came from battle to the bosom of Helen, and even 
from the loss of victory to her bed, Antony threw victory 
itself out of his hands to follow Cleopatra. 

Demetrius, being under no prohibition of the laws, but fol- 
lowing the examples of Philip and Alexander, Lysimachus and , 
Ptolemy, married several wives, and treated them all with the 
greatest honour. Antony, though it was a thing unheard of 
amongst the Romans, had two wives at the same time. Be- 
sides, ne banished her who was proj)erly his wife, and a citizen, 
from his house, to indulge a foreigner with whom he could 
have no legal connexion. From their marriages, of course, 
one of them found no inconvenience; the other suffered the 
greatest evils. 

In respect of their amours, Antony was comparatively par- 
donable and modest Historians tell us, that the Athenians 
turned the dogs out of the citadel, because they had their pro- 
creative intercourse in public. But Demetrius had his cour- 
tesans, and dishonoured the matrons of Athens even in the 
temple of Minerva. Nay, though cruelty seems to be incon- 
sistent with sensual gratifications, he scrupled not to drive the 
most beautiful and virtuous youth in the city to the extremity 
of death, to avoid his brutal designs. In short, Antony, by 
his amorous indulgences, hurt only nimself ; Demetrius injured 
others. 

With regard to their behaviour to their parents and rela- 
tions, that of Demetrius is irreproachable; but Antony sacri- 
ficed his uncle to the sword oi Caesar, that he might be em- 
powered in his turn to cut off Cicero; — a crime the latter was, 
which could never be made pardonable had Antony even 
saved, and not sacrificed an uncle by the means! They are 
both accused of perfidy, in that one of them threw Artabazus 
into prison; and the other killed Alexander. Antony, how- 
ever, had some apology in this case; for he had been aban- 
doned and betrayed by Artabazus in Media. But Demetrius 
was suspected of* laying a false accusation against Alexander, 
and of puijishing, not the offender, but the injured. ■• 

There is this difference, too, in their military operations, 
that Demetrius gained every victory himself, and many of 
Antony's laurels were won by his lieutenants. 

Both lost their empire by their own fault, but by different 

* Straho mentions this as a romaintic p\;ice near the sea, full of rocks, where 
ibe young people went to amuse ti^emac^yea.— lib. x<m» 
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means. The former was abandoned by his people; the latter 
deserted his, even whilst they were fiehtine tor him. The fault 
of Demetrius was, that, by his conduct^ he lost the affection 
of his army; the fault of Antony, his desertion and neelect 
of that affection. Neither of then) can be approved in Uieir 
death; but Demotriin much less than Antony; for he suffered 
himself to fall into the hands of the enemy, and, with a spirit 
that was truly bestial, endured an imprisonment of three years 
for nothins but the low indulgences of appetite. ^ There was 
a deplorable weakness and many disgraceful circumstances 
attending the death of Antony; but he effected it at last with- 
out falling into the enemy's hands. I 
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As we learn from Simonides, my dear Senecio, that the Tro- 
jans were by no means offended at the Corinthians for joining 
the confederates in the Grecian war, because the family of 
Glaucusy their own ally, was originally of Corinth; so neither 
the Greeks nor the Romans have reason to complain of the 
Academy, which has been equally favourable to both. Thif 
will appear from the Lives of Brutus and Dion ; for, as one- 
was the scholar of Plato, and the other educated in his prin 
ciples, they came like wrestlers from the same palaestra, to en 
gage in the greatest conflicts. Both by their conduct, in which 
9iere was a great similarity, confirmed that observation ot 
their master, uiat " Power and fortune must concur with pru- 
dence and justice, to effect any thing great in a political capa- 
city.'^ But as Hippomachus the wrestler said, that he could 
distinguish his scholars at a distance, though they were only 
carrying meat from the market; so the sentiments of those 
who have had a polite education, must have a similar influence 
on their manners, and give a peculiar grace and propriety to 
their conduct 

Accident, however, rather than design, gave a similarity to 
the lives of these two great men; and both were cut off by 
an untimely death, before they could carry the purposes which 
they had pursued with so much labour, into execution. The 
most singular circumstance attending their death was, that 
both had a divine warning of it, in the appearance of a frightful 
spectre. There are those, indeed, who say that no man m his 
senses ever saw a spectre; that these are the delusive visions 
of women and chilaren; or of men whose intellects are affect- 
ed by some infirmity of the body; and who believe that their 
absurd imaginations are of divine inspiration. But if Dion 
and Brutus, men of firm and philosophic minds, ^hose under- 
standings were not affected by any constitutional infirmity; — 
if such men could pay so much credit to the appearance of 
spectres, as to give an account of them to their friends, I see 
no reason why we should depart from the opinion of the an- 
cients, that men had their evil genii, who disturbed them 
with fearSf and distressed their virtue, lest, by a steady and 
uniform pursuit o£ it, they sViovAd Vveie^flAr obtain a happier 
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allotment than themselves.* These thinss, however, I must 
refer to another occasion, and in this twelfth book of jparallel 
lives, of which Dion and Brutus are the subjects, I shall be- 
gin with the more ancient 

After Dionysius the elder had seized the government of 
Sicily, he married the daughter of Hermocrates, a Sjracusan. 
But as the monarchic power was yet but little established, she 
had the misfortune to be so much abused in her person, by an 
outrageous faction, that she put an end to her life. When 
Dionysius was confirmed in his government, he married two 
wives at the same time. One was Doris, a native of Locris; 
the other Aristomache, the daughter of Hipparinus, who was 
a principal person in Syracuse, and colleague with Dionysius, 
wnen he was first appointed general of the Sicilian forces. It 
is said that he married these wives on the same day. It is not 
certain which he enjoyed first, but he was impartial in his 
kindness to them; for both attended him at his table, and al- 
ternately partook of his bed. As Doris had the disadvantage 
of being a foreigner, the Syracusans sought every means of 
obtaining the preference for their countrywoman; but it was 
more than equivalent to this disadvantage, that she had the 
honour of giving Dionysius his eldest son. Aristomache, on 
the contrary, was a long time barren, though the king was ex- 
tremely desirous of having children by her; and put to death 
the mother of Doris, upon a supposition that she had prevent- 
ed her conceptions by potions. 

Dion, the brother of Aristomache, was well /^ceived at 
court; not only on her account, but from the regard which 
Dionysius had for his merit and abilities; and that prince 
gave his treasurer an order to supply him with whatever mo- 
ney he wanted ; but, at the same time, to keep an account of 
what he received. 

But, whatever the talents and the virtues of Dion might be 
originally, it is certain that they received the happiest im- 
provement under the auspices of Plato. Surely the gods, in 
mercy to mankind, sent tnat divine philosopher from Italy to 
Syracuse, that, through the humane influence of his doctrine, 
the spirit of liberty might once more revive, and the inhabit- 
ants of tfiat country be rescued from tyranny.t 

Dion soon became the most distinguished of his scholars. 

* Ttiis is perfectly aereeable to the Platonic doctrine of the different or- 
ders and dispositions of the genii. And as Dion and Bmtm were both great 
enthusiasts in Platonism, the strength of their faith brought their spectres be- 
fore them. 

t Plato, in his seventh letter, sajrs, — " When I explained the princi^^ 
of philosophy and humanity to Dion, I liUle thooi^l tbnX \ "^v^b veokos^^ 
opening a way to the subyeruon of tyranny V* 
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To the fertility of his eenius, and the excellence of his dis 
position, Plato himself nas given testimony/ and he did the 
greatest honour to that testimony in his life: for though he had 
Seen educated in servile principles under a tyrant; uiough he 
had been familiarized to dependence, on the one hand, and to 
the indulgence of pomp ana luxury, as the greatest happiness, 
on the other; yet ne was no sooner acquainted with that phi- 
losophy which points out the road *x} virtue, than his wnole 
soul caught the enthusiasm ; and, with the simplicity of a young 
man, who judges of the dispositions of others by his own, he 
concluded that Plato's lectures would have the same effect on 
Dionysius : for this reason he solicited, and at length persuaded, 
the tyrant to hear him. When Plato was admitted, the dis- 
course turned on virtue in general. Afterwards, they came to 
fortitude in particular; and Plato made it appear that tyrants 
have of all men the least pretence to that virtue. Justice was 
the next topic; and when Plato asserted the happiness of the 
just, and the wretched condition of the unjust, the tyrant was 
stung; and, being unable to answer his arguments, he express- 
ed his resentment against those who seemed to listen to him 
with pleasure. At last he was extremely exasperated, and 
asked the philosopher what business he had in Sicily? Plato 
answered : — ^^ That he came to seek an honest man.' — " And 
so, then," replied the tyrant, " it seems you have lost your 
labour." Dion was in hopes that his anger would have ended 
here; but while Plato was hastening to be gone, he conveyed 
him aboard a galley, in which Polhs the Lacedaemonian was 
returning to Greece. Dionysius urged Pollis either to put 
Plato to death in his passage; or, at least, to sell him as a slave : 
— r" For, according to his own maxim," said he, " this man 
cannot be unhappy : a just man, he says, must be happy in a 
state of slavery, as well as in a state of freedom." Pollis, 
therefore, carried him to ^gina, and sold him there :t for the 
people of that place, being at war with the Athenians, had 
made a decree, that whatever Athenian was taken on their 
coast, he should be sold. Dion, notwithstanding, retained his 
interest with Dionysius, had considerable employments, and 
was sent ambassador to Carthage. Dionysius had a high 
esteem for him; and he, therefore, permitted him to speak his 
sentiments with freedom. An instance of this we have in the 
retort he made on the tyrant's ridiculing the government of 
Gelo: — ^'^ Gelo," said Dionysius, "is (Uelos) the laughing- 
stock of Sicily." While others admired and applauded this 
witticism, Dion answered, — ^^ You obtained the crown by be- 
ing trusted on Gelo's account, who reigned with great humani- 

* Phto^ ibid. ^ "FoT twcscv\:s "govoi^. 



DION 243 

ty ; but you have reigned in such a manner, that, for your sake, 
no man will be trusted hereafter. Gelo made monarchy ap- 
pear the best of governments; but you have convinced us that 
it is tlv*,worst^* Dionysius had three children by Doris, and 
four by Aristomache, whereof two were daughters, Sophrosyne 
and Arete. The former of these was married to his eldest son 
Dionysius; the latter to his brother Thearides, and, after his 
death, to her uncle Dion. In the last illness of Dionysius, Dion 
would have applied to him in behalf of the children of Aristo- 
mache ; but the physicians were beforehand with him. They 
wanted to ingratiate themselves with his successor; and, when 
he asked for a sleepins-dose, Timseus tells us, they gave him 
so effectual a one, that he awaked no more. 

When his son Dionvsius came to the throne, in the first 
council that he held, Dion spoke with so much propriety on 
the present state of affairs, and on the measures which ought 
to be taken, that the rest appeared to be mere children in 
understanding. By the freedom of his counsels he exposed, 
in a strong light, the slavish principles of those, who, through 
a timorous disingenuity, advised such measures as they 
thought would please their prince, rather than such as might 
advance his interest But what alarmed them most was the 
steps he proposed to take with regard to the impending war 
with Carthage; for he offered either to go in person to Car- 
thage, and settle an honourable peace with the Carthaginians; 
or, if the king were rather inclined for war, to fit out and 
maintain fifty galleys at his own expense. 

Dionysius was pleased with the magnificence of his spirit; 
but the courtiers felt that it made them appear little. They 
agreed that, at all events, Dion was to be crushed, and they 
spared no calumny that malice could suggest. They repre- 
sented to the king, that he certainly meant to make himself 
master by sea, and, by that means, to obtain the kingdom for 
his sister's children. There was, moreover, another and an 
obvious cause of their hatred to him, in the reserve of his 
manners, and in the sobriety of his life. They led the young 
and ill-educated king through every species of debauchery, 
the shameless panders to his wrong-directed passions. Yet 
while folly rioted, tyranny slept; its ra^e was dissolved in the 
ardour of youthful indulgences as iron is softened in the fire; 
and that lenity which the Sicilians could not ^xpect from the 
virtue of their prince, they found in his weakness. Thus, the 
reins of that monarchy, which Dionysius vainly called ada- 
mantine, fell gradually, from the loose and dissolute hand 
that held them. This young prince, it is said, would continue 
the scene of intoxication for nmety days wlthoxxX. \\v\«t\sv:^v^\v 
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during which time no sober person was admitted to his court, 
where all was drunkenness and buffoonery, revelry and riot 

Their enmity to Dion, who had no taste for these enjoy- 
ments, was a tning of course; and, as he refused to i^^rtake 
with them in their vices, they resolved to strip him of his vir- 
tues. To these they gave the names of such vices as are sup- 
posed, in some degree, to resemble them. His gravity of 
manners, they called pride; his freedom of speech, insolence; 
his declining to join m their licentiousness, contempt It is 
true, there was a natural haughtiness in his deportment, and 
an asperity that was unsociable and difficult of access; so that 
it is not to be wondered, if he found no ready admission to 
the ears of a young king, already spoiled by flattery. Many, 
even of his own particular friendfs, who admired the integrity 
and generosity of his heart, could not but condemn those for- 
bidding manners, which were so ill adapted to social and po- 
litical intercourse; and Plato himself, when he wrote to him 
some time after, warned him, as it were by the spirit of pro- 
phecy, to guard against that austerity whicn is the companion 
of solitude.* However, the necessity of the times and the 
feeble state of the monarchy, rendered it necessary for the 
kinc, though contrary to his inclinations, to retain him in the 
highest appointments; and this Dion himself very well knew. 

As he was willing to impute the irregularities of Dionysius 
to ignorance and a nad education, he endeavoured to engage 
him in a course of liberal studies, and to give him a tas^te for 
those sciences which have a tendency to moral improvement 
By this means he hoped that he should induce him to think of 
virtue without disgust, and at length to embrace its precepts 
with pleasure. The young Dionysius was not naturally the 
worst of princes; but his father being apprehensive that if 
his mind were improved by science, and tne conversation of 
wise and virtuous men, he might some time or other think of 
depriving him of his kingdom, kept him in close confinement; 
where, through ignorance and want of other employment, he 
amused himself with making little chariots, candlesticks, 
wooden chairs and tables. His father, indeed, was so suspi- 
cious of all mankind, and so wretchedly timorous, that he 
would not suffer a barber to shave him, but had his hair 
singed off with a live coal by one of his own attendants. Nei- 
ther his brother nor his son were admitted into his chamber 
in their own clothes, but were first stripped and examined by 
the sentinels, and after that were obligeu to put on such clothes 

* *H 5t qiv^a6tia t^-nfxia ^uvomaf. Literally, — " Hauffhiincss lives under the 
same roofwith solitude." This is towards the end of Plato's fourth lefter. It 
f's preceded hy a fine political precept, m«. that the complaisance wh»ch pro. 
duces popularity k iho source of iVve gre^Xesl o^ex^WOTftVcv ^wctYvmeat 
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fts were provide for them. When his brother Leptines was 
once describing the situation of a place, he took a spear from 
one of the guards to trace the plan, upon which Uionysius 
was extremely offended, and caused the soldier who had given 
up the weapon to be put to death. He was afraid, he said, of 
the sense and sagacity of his friends; because he knew they 
must think it more eligible to govern than to obey. He slew 
Marsyas, whom he had advanced to a considerable militarjr 
command, merely because Marsyas dreamed that he killed 
him; for he concluded, that this dream by night was occasion- 
ed by some similar su^estion of the day. Yet even this 
timorous and suspicious wretch was offended with Plato, be- 
cau^ he would not allow him to be the most valiant man in 
the world ! , 

When Dion, as we have before observed, considered that 
the irregularities of young Dionysius were chiefly owing to 
his want of education, he exhprted him earnestly to apply 
himself to study; and by all means to send for Plato, the 
prince of philosophers, into Sicily:—** When he comes," said 
ne, " apply to him without loss of time. Conformed by his 
precepts to that divine exemplar of beauty and perfection, 
which called the universe from confusion into order, you- will 
at once secure your own happiness, and the happiness of your 
people. The obedience they now render you through fear, by 
your justice and moderation you will improve to a principle 
of filial duty; and of a tyrant you will become a king. Fear 
and' force, and fleets and armies, are not, as your father called 
them, the adamantine chains of government; but that atten- 
tion, that affection, that respect,- which justice and goodness 
for ever draw after them. These are the milder, but the 
stronger bonds of empire. Besides, it is surely a disgrace for 
a prince, who, in all the circumstances of figure and appear- 
ance, is distineuished from the people, not to rise above them, 
at the same time, in the superiority of his conversation, and 
the cultivation of his mind." 

As Dion frequently solicited the king on this subject, and 
occasionally repeated some of Plato's arguments, he conceiv- 
ed at length a violent inclination to hear nim discourse. He, 
therefore, sent several letters of invitation to him at Athens, 
which were seconded by the entreaties of Dion. The Pytha- 
gorean philosophers in Italy requested at the same time, that 
he would undertake the direction of this young prince, whose 
mind was misguided by power, and reclaim him by the solid 
counsels of philosophy. Plato, as he owns himself, was 
ashamed to be a philosopher in theory and not in practice \ 
and flattering himself that if he could rec\i£^ \}ca ts^tA ^ ^^ 
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prince, he misht by the same means remedy the disorders of 
the kingdom, ne yielded to their request 

The enemies oi" Dion, now fearing an alteration in Diony 
sius, adyised him to recall from exile one Philistus, who was, 
indeed, a man of learning,* but employed his talents in de^ 
fence of the despotic policy; and tnis man they intended to 
set in opposition to Plato and his philosophy. Philistus, from 
the beginning, had been a principal instrument in promoting 
* the monarchic goyernment, and kept the citadel, ot which he 
was governor, a long time for that party. It is said that he 
had a private commerce with the mother of the elder Diony- 
sius, and that the tyrant himself was not ignorant of it Be 
this as it may, Leptines, who had two daughters by a married 
woman, whom he had debauched, gave one of them in mar- 
riage to Philistus: but this being done without consulting 
Dionysius, he was offended, imprisoned Leptines' mistress, 
and banished Philistus. The latter fled to his friends at Adria, 
where (it is probable) he composed the greatest part of his his- 
tory; for he did not return to Sicily during the rei^n of that 
Dionysius. After his death, as we have observed, Dion's ene- 
mies occasioned him to be recalled. His arbitrary principles 
were suitable for their purpose, and he began to exercise them 
immediately on his return. 

At the same time calumnies and impeachments against Dion 
were, as usual, br6ught to the king. He was accused of hold- 
ing a private correspondence with Theodotes and Heraclides 
for the subversion of the monarchy; and, indeed, it is proba- 
ble that he entertained some hopes, from the arrival of Plato, 
of lessening the excessive power of Dionysius; or, at least, of 
making him moderate and equitable in the use of it Besides, 
if he continued obstinate, and were not to be reclaimed, he was 
determined to depose him, and restore the commonwealth to 
the Syracusans; for he preferred even the popular form of 
government to an absolute monarchy, where a well-regulated 
aristocracy could not be procured. 

Such was the state of affairs when Plato came into Sicily. 
At first he was received with the greatest appearance ofkincl- 
ness, and he was conveyed from the coast in one of the king's 
most splendid chariots. Even Dionysius himself sacrificed to 
the gods, in acknowledgment of his safe arrival, and of the 
honour and happiness they had by that means conferred on his 
kingdom. The people had the greatest hopes of a speedy re- 
formation. They observed an unusual decomm in the enter- 
tainments at court, and a sobriety in the conduct of the cour- 

*/fe wrote the HistoriCT of "Bjiyyt, Swibf^wwi the Rein^ of Dionysitn; 
Chora Gdlhs bim the petty Thucydwieft,\PuitUlxtt:TK\M»)dii£e«.\ 
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tiers; while the king answered all to whom he gave audience 
in a very obliging manner. The desire of learning, and the 
study of philosophy, were become general; and the several 
apartments of the royal palace were like so many schools of 
geometricians, full of the dust in which the students describe 
their mathematical figures. Not long after this, at a solemn 
sacrifice in the citadel, when the herald prayed, as usual, for 
the long continuance of the government, Dionysius is said to 
have cried, — ^'^How long will you continue to curse me!*' 
This was an inexpressible mortification to Philistus and his 
party. If Plato, said they, has already made such a change in 
the king, his influence in time will be irresistible. 

The}' now no longer made their attacks on Dion separately 
or in private. They united in exclaiming against him, that he 
had fascinated the king with the delusions of eloquence and 
philosophy, in order to obtain the kingdom for his sister's 
children. They represented it as a matter of the greatest in- 
dignity, thatj after tne whole force of the Athenians had vainly 
invaded Sicily, and were vanquished and destroyed, without 
so much as being able to take Syracuse, they should now, bv 
means of one sophist, overturn the empire of Dionysius. ll 
was with indignation they beheld the deluded monarch pre- 
vailed on by his insinuations to part with his guard of ten 
thousand spearmen : to give up a navy of four hundred gal- 
leys; to disband an amiy of ten thousand horse, and many 
times that number of foot, in order that he might pursue an 
ideal happiness in the Academy, and amuse- himself with 
theorems of geometry; while the substantial enjoyments of 
wealth and power were left to Dion and the chilciren of Aris- 
tomache. 

By means of these suggestions, Dion first incurred the susf- 
picion, and soon after the open displeasure, of Dionysius. A 
letter of hift was likewise intercepted, and privately carried to 
the king. It was addressed to the Carthaginian agents, and 
directed them not to have their audience of the king concern- 
ing the conclusion of the peace, unless he were present, and 
then every thing should be settled as they wished. Timseus 
informs us, tha^ after Dionysius had showed this letter to 
Philistus, and consulted him upon it, he over-reached Dion 
by a pretence of reconciliation, and told him, that he was de- 
sirous their good understanding might be renewed. After 
this, as he was one day walking alone with him by the wall of 
the castle, near the sea, he showed him the letter, and accused 
him of conspiring with the Carthaginians against him. When 
Dion attempterl to speak in his own defence, Dionysrus re- 
fused to hear him; and^ having ibrced Vutcw ;^^*»^\ ^ h^'vsi^ 
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which lay there for the purpose, commanded the sailors to set 
him ashore in Italy. 

When this was publicly known, it was generally condemned 
as tyrannical and cruel. The court was in distress for the 
ladies o( Dion's family; but the citizens received fresh cou- 
rage from the event: for they were in hopes that the odium 
which it would bring upon Dionysius, and the general discon- 
tent that his ^vernment occasioned, might contribute to bring 
about a revolution. Dionysius perceived this with some anxie- 
ty ; and, thinking it necessarv to pacify the women and the 
rest of Dion's friends, he told them that he was not gone into 
exile, but only sent out of the way for a tjme, that his obsti- 
nacy might not draw upon him a heavier punishment He 
also allowed his friends two ships, that they might convey to 
him, in Peloponnesus, as much of his treasure, and as many 
of his servants, as they should think fit: for Dion was a man 
of considerable property, and little inferior to the king in wealth 
or magnificence. The most valuable part of his effects, toge- 
ther with presents from the ladies, ana others of his acquaint- 
ance, his friends conveyed to him; and the splendour of his^ 
fortune gained him great respect among the Greeks. At the 
same time, they conceived a high idea of the power of tlie 
tyrant, when an exile from his kingdom could make such an 
appearance. 

Dionysius now removed Plato into the citadel, under colour 
of kindness; but in reality to set a guard upon him, lest he 
should follow Dion, and proclaim to the worid how injuriously 
he had been treated. 

As wild beasts become tame and tractable by use, so the 
tyrant, by frequent conversation with the philosopher, began 
at last to conceive an affection for him; yet even that affection 
had something of the tyrant in it; for ne required of Plato* 
in return, that he should exclusively confine his regard and 
admiration to him. On condition that he would prefer his 
friendship to that of Dion, he was willingto give up the whole 
administration into his hands. This extravagant affection gave 
Plato no small trouble; for it was accompanied with petulance 
and jealousy, as the love which subsists between the different 
sexes has its quarrels and reconciliations. He expressed the 
strongest desire to become Plato's scholar, and to proceed in 
the study of philosophy ; but he expressed it with reluctance 
in the presence of those who wanted to divert him from his 
purpose, and seemed as if he was in pursuit of something he 
ougnt to be ashamed of. 

As a war broke out about this time, he found rt necessary 
to dismiss Plata; but he promised \\\m, before hfs departure, 
to recall Dion the ensuing sammwt \\ov?evet^V^ ^Tv^wq^Vaa^ 
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his promise, but made the war he was engaged in his apology, 
and remitted to him the produce of his estate. At the same 
time, he desired Plato to acc^uiesce in his apology, assuring 
him that he would send for Dion on the commencement of the 
peace; and he entreated him, in the mean while, that Dion 
would be peaceable, and not say or do any thing that might 
hurt his character among the Greeks. This Plato endeavour- 
ed to effect by keeping Dion in the Academy in pursuit of 
philosophy. 

At Athens, Dion lived with an acquaintance, whose name 
was Callippus. But a piece of pleasure-ground which he pur- 
chased, he gave, on his departure, to Speusippus, with whom 
he had most usually conversed. Speusippus, as Timon, in his 
poems called Syllis, informs us, was a facetious companion, 
and had a turn for raillery; and Plato was desirous that Dion's 
severity of manners might be softened by the pleasantry of 
his conversation. When Plato exhibited a chorus of boys at 
Athens,* Dion took upon himself the management, and de- 
frayed the expense. Plato was desirous that this munificence 
might procure him popularity; and, on that account, he readily 
gave up the honour ot conducting the affair himself. 

Dion likewise visited other cities, and conversed with the 
principal statesmen, by whom he was publicly entertained. In 
his manners there was now no longer any thing pompous or 
affected; there was nothing that savoured of the dissolute 
luxury of a tyrant's court: his behaviour was modest, discreet, 
and manly; and his philosophical discourses were learned and 
ingenious. This procured him popular favour and public ho- 
nours ; and the Lacedaemonians, without regard to the resent- 
ment of Dionysius, though at the very time they had received 
succours from him against the Thebans, made him free of their 
city. We are told that Dion accepted an invitation from 
Ptaeodorus the Megarensian, who was a man of considerable 
power and fortune; and when he found his door crowded with 
people on business, and that it was difficult to have access to 
nim, he said to his friends, who expressed their dissatisfaction 
on the occasion,—" Why should this affront us? We did this, 
and more than this, at Syracuse." 

Dion's popularity in Greece soon excited the jealousy of 
Dionysius; who, therefore, stopped his remittances, and put 
his estate in the hands of his own stewards. However, tnat 
his reputation might not sufier, througn Plato's means, amongst 
the philosophers, he retained a numoer of learned men in his 
court ; and, being desirous to outshine them all in disputation, 

* This was a dramatic entertainment, exhibited, in&i %jt«aX. ^iL^eoaft, «b^ 
magnificencR on the feast of Bacchus. 
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he frequently was under a necessity of introducing, without the 
least propriety, the arguments he had learnt from Plato. He 
now wished for that pnilosopher again, and repented that he 
had so ill availed himself of his instructions. Liike a tyrant, 
therefore, whose desires, however extravagant, are immedi- 
ately to be complied with, he was violently bent on recalling 
him. To effect this he thought of every expedient; and at 
length prevailed on Archy tas, and the rest of the Pythagorean 
philosophers, to pledge themselves for the performance of his 
promises, and to persuade him to return to Sicily; for it was 
Plato that first introduced those philosophers to Dionysius. 

On their part they sent Archidemus to Plato; and Diony- 
sius, at the same time, sent some galleys with several of his 
friends to join in their request The tyrant likewise wrote to 
him, and told him in plam terms, that Dion must expect no 
favour from him, if Plato should not come into Sicily; but, 
u|)on his arrival, he might dep>end on every thing he desired. 
Dion was also solicited oy his sister and wife to prevail with 
Plato to gratify the tyrant, that he might no longer have an 
apology for the severity of his treatment Plato, therefore, as 
he says himself, set sail the third time for Sicily, — 

To brave Charybdis' dreadful gulf once more!* 

His arrival was not only a satisfaction to Dionysius, but to 
all Sicily; the inhabitants of which did not fail to implore the 
gods, that Plato might overcome Philistus; and that tne tyran- 
ny might expire under the influence of his philosophy. Plato 
was in high favour with the women in particular, and with 
Dionysius he had such credit as no other person could boast; 
for he was allowed to come to him without being searched. 
When Aristippus the Cyrenean, observed that the king fre- 
quently offered Plato money, and that Plato as constantly re- 
fused it, he said, — ^^ That Dionysius was liberal without dan- 
ger of exhausting his treasury; for to those who wanted, and 
would take money, he was sparing in his offers, but profuse 
where he knew it would be refused.^' 

After the first civilities were over, Plato took an opportu- 
nity to mention Dion; but the tyrant put him off*, till, at last, 
expostulations and animosities took place. These, however, 
Dionysius was industrious to conceal, and endeavoured to 
bring over Plato from the interest of Dion by repeated favours 
and studied civilities. The philosopher, on the other hand, did 
not immediately publish his perfidy, but dissembled his re- 
sentment While things were thus circumstanced. Helicon of 
Cyzicus, one of Plato^s followers, foretold an eclipse of the sun; 

* Odys. \. x.i\. 
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and as it happened according to his prediction, the kine, in ad- 
miration ofnis learning, rewarded him with a talent of silver. 
Upon this, Aristippus, jesting among the rest of the philoso- 
phers, told them, he had something extraordinary likewise to 
prognosticate. iBeing entreated to make it known, — ^^ I fore- 
see,^' said he, ^^ that in a short time there will be a quarrel be- 
tween Dionysius and Plato.'' Soon after this, Dionysius sold 
Dion's estate, and converted the money to his own use. Plato 
was removed from his apartment in the palace-gardens, and 
placed within the purlieus of the guards, who had long hated, 
and even sought to kill him, on a supposition that he advised 
the tyrant to lay down his government, and disband his army. 

Archytas, who had engaged for Plato's safety, when he un- 
derstood his danger, sent a galley to demand him; and the ty- 
rant, to palliate his enmity, previous to his departure, made 
pompous entertainments. At one of them, however, he could 
not help saying, — ^**I suppose, Plato, when you return to your 
companions in the Acaclemy, my faults will often be the sub- 
ject of your conversation." " 1 hope," answered Plato, " we 
shall never be so much at a loss for subjects in the Academy, 
as to talk of you." Such are the circumstances which have 
been mentioned concerning Plato's departure; but they are 
not perfectly consistent witn PJato's own account. 

Dion being offended, not only with these thin^, but with 
some intelligence he had before received concerning his wife, 
which is alluded to in Plato's letter to Dionysius, openly de- 
clared himself his enemy. The affair was this : — ^Plato, on his 
return to Greece, was desired by Dionysius privately to con- 
sult Dion, whether he would be averse to his wife's marrying 
another man ; for there was a report, whether true, or the in- 
vention of his enemies, that his matrimonial state was not 
agreeable to him, and that there was a coolness betwixt him 
and Arete. After PlatQ had consulted Dion on the affair, he 
wrote to Dionysius, and, though he spoke in plain terms of 
other matters, he mentioned this in a manner tnat could only 
be intelligible to the king. He told him, that he had talked 
with Dion on the business, and that he would certainly resent 
it if any such attempt were made. 

While any prospect of an accommodation remained, Diony- 
sius took no further steps in the affair; but when that prospect 
was gone, and Plato once more had left Sicily in displeasure, 
he compelled Arete to marry Timocrates ; and, in this in- 
stance, he fell short even of the justice and lenitv of his father. 
When Philoxenus, who had married his sister Theste, was de- 
clared his enemy, and fled through fear out of Sicily, Dionysius 
sent for his sister, and reproached her with belw^\»\\N^ \ft\NRx 
husband's escape, without letting Yiira 'kikOYi SX- ^V^sNs. ^wx- 
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swered, without fearor hesitation, — ^ Do you think me, Dio- 
nysius, so bad a wife, or so ¥^ak a woman, that if I had known 
ot my husband's flight, I would not have accompanied him, 
and snared in the worst of his fortunes? Indeed I was ignorant 
of it And I assure you, that I should esteem it a higher 
honour to be called the wife of Philoxenus the exile, than the 
sister of Dionysius the tyrant" The king, it is said, admired 
her spirited answer: and the Syracusans honoured her so much, 
that she retained her' princely retinue after the dissolution of 
the tyranny ; and the citizens, by public decree, attended the 
solemnity of her funeraL This is a digression^ but it may 
have its use. 

Dion now thought of nothing but war. Plato, nowever, was 
against it : partl}^ on account of the hospitable favours he had 
received from Dionysius, and partly because of the advanced 
age of Dion. Speusippus, and the rest of his friends, on the 
other hand, encouracred him to rescue from slavery his native 
Sicily, that stretched forth her hands towards him, and would 
certainly receive him with every expression of joy. Speusip- 
pus, when he attended Plato into Sicily, had mixed more with 
the people, and learned their sentiments with regard to the 
government At first, indeed, they were reserved, and sus- 

E acted him for an emissary cf the tyrant's; but, by degrees, 
e obtained their confidence. ' In short, it was the voice, the 
prayer of th'> people, that Dion would come, though without 
either army or navy, to their relief, and lend them only his 
name and his presence against the tyrant Dion was en- 
couraged by these representations; and the more effectually 
to conceal his intentions, he raised what forces he was able by 
means of his friends. He was assisted in this by many states- 
men and philosophers, amongst whom was Eudemus the Cy- 
f»rian, (on occasion of whose death, Aristotle wrote his Dia- 
ogue on the Soul,) and Timonides the Leucadian. These en 
gaged in his interest Miltas the Thessalian, who was skilled in 
divination, and had been his fellow-academician. But of all 
those whpm the tyrant had banished, which were no fewer 
than a thousand, no more than twenty-five gave in their names 
for the service. The rest, for want of spirit, would not en- 
gage in the cause. The general rendezvous was in the island of 
Zacynthus; and here, when the little army was assembled, it 
did not amount to eight hundred men:* but they were men 
who had signalized themselves in the greatest engagements; 
they were m perfect discipline, and inured to hardship; in 
courage and conduct they had no superiors in the army ; in 

*Diodorus enlarges, with great propTicly, on the extraordinary spirit and 
Bucceas of Ibis enterprise. — ^Lib. xv'u 
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^ort, Uiey were toch mem ts were Ubelv to serve the cause of 
Dion, in animating, by their example, those who came to his 
standard in Sicily. 

Yet these men, when they understood that they were to be 
led against Dionysius, were disheartened, and condemned the 
rash resentment of Dion; the consequence of which they 
looked upon as certain ruin. Nor were they less offended 
with their commanders, and those who had enlisted them, be- 
cause they had concealed the design of the service. But when 
Dion, in a public speech, after showing them the feeble state 
of Dionysius' government, told them, that he considered them 
rather as so many officers whom he carried to head the people 
of Sicily, already prepared to revolt, than as private men ; and 
when Alcimenes, who, in birth and reputation, was the princi- 
pal man in Achaia, had concurred in tne address of Dion, and 
joined in the expedition, they then were satisfied. 

It was now about midsummer, the Etesian winds* prevailed 
at sea, and the moon was at the full, when Dion prepared a 
magnificent sacrifice to Apollo, and marched in procession to 
the temple, with his men under arms. After the sacrifice, he 
gave them a feast in the race-^ound of the Zacynthians. They 
were astonished at the quantity of gold and silver plate that 
was exhibited on this occasion, so far above the ordmary for- 
tunes of a private man ; and they concluded, that a person of 
such opulence would not, at a late period of life, expose. him« 
self to dangers, without a fair prospect of success, and the cer- 
tain support of friends. After the usual prayers and libations, 
the moon was eclipsed. This was nothmg stranp^ to Dion, 
who knew the variations of the ecliptic, and that this defection 
of the moon's light was caused by the interposition of the 
earUi between her and the sun. But as the soldiers were trou- 
bled about it, Miltas the diviner took upon him to give it a 
proper turn, and assured them, that it portended the sudden 
obscurity of something that was at present glorious: that this 
glorious object could be no other than Dionysius, whose lustre 

• 

* These winds blew regularly at a certain season of the year. - Strabo some- 
times calls them east, aixl sometimes north winds; but to conrey Dion from 
Zacvnthus to Pnchynus, they must have blown from the east. Fliny makes 
the Etesian winds the same as the north-east wind. ^Aijuilo in asatate medid 
muUU nomen^ et Etenat voccUvr, — HiH. ^al. lib. xviiL cap. 34. He tells us 
when the winds begin, xviii. Calend. Au^tuti^ E^pfp aguilo occidU nvahp- 
lind^ Elesiarumqufi prodrcmiJUUug inciphml, — Ibid. lib. xviii. cap. 88. And 
when they end ; Decimo Sexto Calend. Octob, ^evpio Spica^ ifuam tenet 
VirgOn exoritur matvtind^ Etenceque deskivnt, — Tbid. lib. xviii. cap. 31. 
Thus, it seems, that they last about two months, (Pliny, in another place, 
says forty days, lib. ii. cap. 47,] and the relief of such giles in that season is 
plainly providentiaL iLriaUitle Mcouoti £)r them isonx tLe cnoncsjuft:! cK. "^bia 
earth. 

Vol. IV. 22 
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would be extinguished on their arrivii in Sicily. This inter- 

Eretation he communicated in as public a manner as possible: 
ut from the prodigy of the bees^^a swarm of which settled on 
the stern of Dion's ship, he intimated to his friends his appre- 
hensions that the great affairs which Dion was then prosecut- 
ing, after flourishing a while, would come to nothing. Diony- 
sius, too, they said, nad many prodigies on this occasion. An 
eagle snatched a javelin from one ofhis guards, and, after fly- 
ing aloft with it, dropt it in the sea. The waters of the sea, at 
the foot of the citadel, were fresh for one whole day, as plain- 
ly appeared to every one that tasted them. He had pigs far- 
rowed perfect in all their other parts, but without ears. The 
diviners interpreted this as an omen of rebellion and revolt; 
the people, they said, would no longer give ear to the man 
dates or the tyrant The freshness of the sea-water imported, 
that the Syracusans, after their harsh and severe treatment, 
would enjoy milder and better times. The eagle was the minis- 
ter of Jove, and the javelin an ensign of power and govern- 
ment: thus the father of the gods had destined the overthrow 
and abolition of the tyranny. These things we have from 
Theopompus. 

Dion's soldiers were conveyed in two transports. These 
were accompanied by another smaller vessel, ana two more of 
thirty oars. Beside the arms of those who attended him, he 
took with him two thousand shields, a large quantity of darts 
and Javelins, and a considerable supply of provisions, that 
nothing might be wanting in the expeaition; for they put ofi 
to the main sea, because they did not think it safe to coast it 
along, being informed that Philistus was stationed off lapygia 
to watch their motions. Having sailed with a gentle wind 
about twelve days, on the thirteenth they arrived at Pachynus, 
a promontory in Sicily. There the pilot advised Dion to land 
his men immediately ; for if they once doubled the cape, they 
might continue at sea a long time before they could have a 
gale from the south at that season of the year. But Dion, 
who was afraid of making a descent too near the enemy, and 
chose rather to make good his landing in some remoter part 
of the island, doubled the cape notwithstanding. They nad 
not sailed far before a strong gale from the north and a high 
sea drove them quite off Sicily. At the same time, there was 
a violent storm of thunder and lightning; for it was about the 
rising of Arcturus; and it was accompanied with such dread- 
ful rains, and the weather was, in every respect, so tempestu- 
ous, that the affrighted sailors knew not where they were, till 

* This superstition prevailed no les amongst the Ramans than amonggt the 
Greeks, See the Lue of Brutus. 
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they found themselves driven by the violence of the storm to 
Cercina on the coast of Africa. This craggy island was sur- 
rounded with such dangerous rocks^ that they narrowly es- 
caped being dashed to pieces; but by working hard with their 
poles, they kept clear, with much difficulty, till the storm 
abated. They were then informed by a vessel, which accident- 
ally came up with them, that they were at the head of what is 
called the Great Syrtis,* In this norrible situation, they were 
further disheartened by finding themselves becalmed; but, after 
beating about for some time, a gale sprung up suddenly from 
the south. On this unexpected change, as the wind increased 
upon them, they made all their sail, and imploring the assist- 
ance of the gods, once more put off to sea in quest of Sicily. 
After an easy passage of five days, they arrived at Minoa, a 
small town in Sicily,t belonging to the Carthaginians. Syna- 
lus4 a friend of Dion's, was then governor of the place, and 
as he knew not that this little fleet belonged to Dion, he at- 
tempted to prevent the landing of his men. The soldiers 
leaped out of the vessels in arms, but killed none that opposed 
them; for Dion, on account of his friendship with Synalus, 
had forbidden them. However, they ran in one body with the 
fugitives into the town, and thus made themselves masters of 
it When Dion and the governor met, mutual salutations 
passed between them, and the former restored him his town 
unhurt Synalus, in return, entertained his soldiers, and sup- 
plied him with necessaries. 

It happened that Dionysius, a little before this, had sailed 
with eignty ships for Italy, and this absence of his gave them 
no smaU encouragement: insomuch that when Dion invited 
his men to refresh themselves for some time after their fatigues 
at sea, they thought of nothing but making a proper use of the 
present moment, and called ufK)n him, with one voice, to lead 
them to Syracuse: he, therefore, left his useless arms and bag 
gaee with Synalus, and having engaged him to transmit them 
to nim at a proper opportunity, marched for Syracuse. Two 
hundred of the Agrigentine cavalry, who inhabited the country 
about Ecnomus, immediately revolted, and joined him in his 
march, and these were followed by the inhabitants of Gela. 

The news of his arrival soon reaching Syracuse, Timocrates, 
who had married Dion's wife, and was appointed regent in 
the absence of Dionysius, immediately despatched letters to 
acquaint him with the event In the mean while he applied 
himself to prevent all tumults in the city, for the people were 
greatly animated on the report of Dion's arrival, though Uie 

* Not far from Tripoli. t On the flOiilk«iM0U 

t Dtodorus calls hiin Pyralus. 
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uncertainty they were under as yet kept them quiet A sin- 
gular accident happened to the courier who was despatched 
with letters for Dionysius. As he was passing through the 
territory of Rhegium to Caulonia, where the tyrant then was, 
he met an acquaintance of his returning home with a newly- 
ofiered sacrifice, and having taken a little of the flesh for his 
own use,* he made the best of his way. At night, however, 
he found it necessary to take a little rest, and retired to sleep 
in a wood by the side of the road. A wolf, allured by the 
smell of the flesh, came up while he was asleep, and carried it 
off*, together with the bag of letters to which it was fastened. 
When the courier awaked, he sought a long time to no pur- 
pose 6>r 'his despatches, and being determined not to face 
Dionysius without them, he absconded. Thus it was a consi- 
derablie time after, and from other hands, that Dionysius was 
informed of Dion's arrival in Sicily. 

Dion, in his march, was joined by the Camarinseans, and 
many revolters from the territory of Syracuse. The Leon- 
tines and Campanians, who, with Timocrates, guarded the 
JBpipolae, being misled by a report designedly propagated by 
Dion, that he intended to attack their cities, nrst quitted their 
present station, and went to take care of their own concerns. 
Dion being informed of this, while he lay near Acras, decamped 
in the night, and came to the river Anapus, which is at the 
distance of ten furlongs from the city. There he halted, and 
sacrificed by the river, addressing his prayers to the rising 
sun. The aiviners infx)rmed him that the gods gave a pro- 
mise of victory; and as he had himself assumed a garland at 
the sacrifice, all that were present immediately did the same. 
He was now joined by about five thousand, who were, indeed, 
ill-furnished with arms; but their courage supplied that defi- 
ciency. t When he gave orders to march, Liberty was the 
word, and they rushed forward witli the highest acclamations 
of joy. The most considerable citizens of Syracuse, dressed 
all in white, met him at the gates. The populace fell with 
great fury on Dionysius' party; but in particular they seized 
his spies, a set of wretches hated by gods and men, who went 
about the city to collect the sentiments of the inhabitants, in 
order to communicate them to the tyrant These were the 
first that suffered, being knocked down wherever they were 
met. When Timocrates found that he could not join the gar- 
rison in the citadel, he f)ed on horseback out of the city, and 
spread a general terror and dismay wherever he passed, mag- 

* To carry home part of the victim, and to give part of it to any person that 
the bearer metf were acts of religion. 
/ Diodorus says he wui soon joined by ^^000; sgid that when he reaqlved 
Syracuse, be bad not fewer than 50,0!^« 



DION. 257 

nifying all the while the forces of Dion, that it might not ap- 
pear a slight effort, against which he was unable to aefend the 
place. 

Dion now made his public entry into the town; he was 
dressed in a magnificent suit of armour, his brother Megacles 
marching on the right hand^ and Callippus the Athenian on 
the left, with garlands on their heads. He was followed by a 
hundred foreign soldiers, who were his body-guard; and after 
these marched the rest of the army in proper order, under the 
conduct of their respective officers. The Syracusans looked 
upon this procession as sacred. They considered it as the 
triumphal entry of Liberty, which would once more establish 
the popular government, after a suppression of forty-eight 
years. 

When Dion entered at the Menitidian gate, sHence was 
commanded by sound of trumpet, and he ordered freedom to 
be proclaimed to the Syracusans and the rest of the Sicilians, 
in the name of Dion and Megacles, who came to abolish ty- 
ranny. Being desirous to address the people in a speech, he 
marched up to the Achradina. As he passed through the 
streets, the people prepared their victims on tables placed be- 
fore their doors, scattered flowers on his head, and offered up 
their prayers to him as to their tutelar deity. At the foot ot 
the citadel, under the Pentapyla), there was a lofty sun-dial,* 
which had been placed there by Dionysius. From the emi- 
nence of this building he addressed the citizens, and exhorted 
them earnestly to assert their liberties. The people, in their 
turn, nominated Dion and his brother praetors of tne city, and, 
at their request, appointed them twenty colleagues, half of 
whom were of those who returned with Dion from exile. 

At first it was considered by the soothsayers as a good omen, 
that Dion, when he addressed the people, had under his feet 
the stately edifice which Dionysius had erected; but upon re- 
flection that this edifice, on which he had been declared gene- 
ral, was a sun-dial, they were apprehensive that his present 
power and grandeur might be suoject to decline. 

Dion, in the next place, took the castle of Epipolte, released 
the prisoners who were confined there, and invested it with a 
strong wall. Seven days af\er this event, Dionysius arrived 
from Italy, and entered the citadel from the sea. Dion, at the 
same time, received from Synalus the arms and ammunition 
he had left with him. These he distributed among the citi- 
zens, as far as they would go; the rest armed themselves as 

* Pberecydes was the first who inrented dials to mark the hour of Ihe day^ 
about three hundred years after tlie time of Homer. Bat before Vikvvcv«t^\Vi^ 
Phceniciaos bad contrived a dial in the iaie oC ^QyvA^ fi\^«^ teKC^on^ "^sxv 
•olstiees. 
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well as they were able; and all expressed the utmost alacrity 
for the service. Dipnysius at first sent agents in a private 
manner to Dion, to try what terms might be made with them. 
Dion refused to hear any overtures in private. The Syracu- 
sansy he told them, were now a free people; and what they 
had to offer must be addressed to them in public. Upon this 
they made specious proposals to the citizens, promised them 
an abatement of their taxes, and an exemption from serving 
in the wars, even though those wars shoula be undertaken by 
their own approbation. The Syracusans held these proposals 
in derision: and Dion answered, that it would be^ in vam for 
Dionysius to speak of terms without resigning, in the first place, 
the regal government; and that if he took this measure, he 
might depend on all the good offices so near a relation might 
be inclined to do him; at least in every thing that was fust 
and treasonable. Dionysius seemed to consent to these terms; 
and again sent his agents to desire that a deputation of the 
Syracusans would attend him in the citadel, in order to settle 
articles for the public tranquillity. He assured them that he 
had such to offer them as they could not but accept; and that^ 
on the other hand, he was equally willing to come into such 
as they had to offer him. Dion, therefore, selected a number 
of the citizens for this deputation; and the general report from 
the citadel was, that Dionysius would resign his authority in 
a voluntary manner. 

This, however, was no more than a stratagem to amuse the 
Syracusans. The deputies no sooner arriv^ than they were 
imprisoned; and early next morning, after he had plied the 
mercenaries with wine, he ordered them to sally out and at- 
tack the wall which had been built by Dion. This unexpect- 
ed assault was carried on with great vigour by the barbarians. 
They broke through the works, and falling with great impe- 
tuosity and loud shouts on the Syracusans, soon put them to 
flight. Dion's foreign troops took the alarm, and hastened to 
their relief; but the precipitate flight of the citizens disor- 
dered their ranks, and rendered it difficult for them to give 
any efifectoal assistance. Dion, perceiving that in this tumuli 
his orders could not be heard, instructed them by his exam- 
ple, and charged the thickest of the enemy. The battle, where 
he fought In person, was fierce and bloody. He was known 
to the enemy as vreH as to his own party; and they rushed 
with the utmost rkilenoe to the quarter where he fought His 
age, indeed, rendered hisi unfit for such an engagement: but 
he.maintnined the fight with great vigour, and cut in pieces 
/nany of the enemy that attacked him. At length he was 
yvounded in the head with fli lance; his shield was pierced 
through in many places w\t\v ttvQ Aw^s ^tv^ «^^^t% \.W\. vr^va 
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levelled against him; and his armour no longer resisting the 
blows he received in this close engs^ment, he fell to the 
ground. He was immediately carried off by his soldiers, and 
leaving the command to Timonides, he rode about the city 
to rall^ the fugitives. Soon after, he brought a detachment 
of foreign soldiers, which he had left to gjuard the Achradina, 
as a fresh reserve against the enemy. This, however, was 
unnecessary. They had placed their whole hopes of retaking 
the city in their nrst sally, and finding so powerful a resist- 
ance, fatigued with the action, thev retreated into the citadel. 
As soon as they began to fall back, the Greek soldiers bore 
hard upon them, and pursued them to the walls. Dion lost 
seventy-four men, and a very great number of the enemy felt 
in this action. The victory was so important, that the Syra- 
cusans rewarded each of the foreign soldiers with a hundred 
minae, and Dion was presented by his army with a crown of 
gold. 

Soon after this, messengers came from Dionysius with let- 
ters to Dion from the women of his family. Besides these, 
there was one inscribed — ^^^ Hipparinus to his father Dion:" for 
this was the name of Dion's son. Timaeus says, indeed, that 
he was called AretaBus, from his mother Arete; but I think 
credit is rather to be given to Timonides, who was his friend 
and fellow-soldier. The rest of the letters, which were read 
openly before the Syracusans, contained various solicitations 
and entreaties from the women. The letter which appeared 
to come from Hipparinus, the people, out of respect tp the 
father, would not nave suffered to oe opened in public; but 
Dion insisted that it should be so. It proved to be a letter 
from Dionysius himself, directed indeed to Dion, but in 
reality addressed to the people of Syracuse; for though it 
carried the air of request and apology, it had an obvious ten- 
dency to render Dion obnoxibus to the citizens. He remind- 
ed him of the zeal he had formerly shown for his service; he 
threatened him through his dearest connections, his sister, his 
son, and his wife; and his menaces were followed by the 
most passionate entreaties, and the most abject lamentations. 
But the most trying part of his address was that where he en- 
treated Dion not to destroy the government, and give that 
freedom to his inveterate enemies, by means of which they 
would prosecute him to death, but to retain the regal power 
himself, for the protection of his family and friends. 

This letter did not produce those sentiments in the people 
which it should naturally have done. Instead of exciting ad- 
miration of that noble firmness and mag^nanimity, which could 
prefer the public utility to the tenderest "^Tvy^Xfc ^»Tv\\vi<5!Cxsycc^ 
It occasioned jealousies and fears, T^ ^pw^^ iw?" >«^ ^^cin^sgix 
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they saw, that Dion was under an absolute necessity of being 
favourable to Dionysius. They already began to wish for an- 
other general, and it was with peculiar satisfaction theyiieard 
of the arriyal of HeracHdes. This Heraclides, who had been 
banished by the tyrant, had once a distinguished command in 
the army, and was a man of considerable military abilities; 
but irresolute, inconstant, and particularly unsteady when he 
had a colleague m command. He had, some time before, had 
a difference with Dion in Peloponnesus; and, therefore, re- 
solved on his own strength to make war on Dionysius. When 
he arrived at Syracuse, he found the tyrant close besieged, 
and the Syracusans elated with their success. His first object, 
therefore, was to court the people; and, for this purpose, he 
had all the necessary talents — an insinuating address, and that 
kind of flattery which is so grateful to the multitude. This 
business was the more easy to him, as the forbidding gravity 
of Dion was thought too haughty for a popular state: besides^ 
the Syracusans, already insolent with success, assumed the 
spirit of a free people, though they had not, in reality, thetr 
freedom. Thus they convened themselves without any sum 
mons, and appointed Heraclides their admiral: indeed, wheo 
Dion remonstrated against that proceeding, and showed them 
that, by thus constituting Heraclides admiral, they superseded 
the office of general, which they had before conferrea on him, 
with some reluctance they deprived Heraclides of the com- 
mission they had given him. When this affair was settled, 
Dion invited Heraclides to his house, and gently expostulated 
with him on the impropriety of attending; to a punctilio of 
honour, at a time when the least inattention to tne common 
cause might he the ruin of the whole. He then called ah as- 
sembly, appointed Heraclides admiral, and prevailed with the 
citizens to allow him such a guard as they had before granted 
to himself. Heraclides treated Dion with all the appearance 
of respect, acknowledged his obligations to him, ana seemed 
attentive to his commands; but, in private, he corrupted the 
people, and encouraged a spirit of mutiny and dissatisfaction; 
so tnat Dion was involved in continual disturbances and dis- 
quiet. If he advised that Dionysius should be permitted to 
make his retreat in safety, he was censured as designing to 
favour and protect him; if, to avoid those suspicions, he was 
for continuing the siege, he was accused of protracting the 
war, that he might the longer retain his command, and keep 
the citizens in subjection. 

There was in the city one Sosis, infamous for his insolence 

and viJJany, who thought the perfection of liberty was the 

licentiousness of speech; Th\8 fellow o^nly attacked Dion> 

a/ic/ told the people in pubVvc ;jasaTO)a\^>>i!okv^^^ V'^'i ^oljp 
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changed the inattention of a drunken and dissolute tyrant, for 
the crafty vigilance of a sober master. Immediateiy after this 
he left the assembly; and, next day, was seen running naked 
throusch the streets, as if from somebody that pursued him, 
with his head and face covered with blood. In this condition 
he ran into the market-place, and told the people that he had 
been assaulted by Dion's foreign soldiers; at the same time 
showing them a wound in his head, which, he said, they had 
given him. Dion, upon this, was generally condemned, and 
accused of silencing the people by sanguinary methods: he 
came, however, before this irregular ana tumultuous assem- 
bly, in his own vindication, and made it appear, that this So- 
sis was brother to one of Dionysius' guards, and that he had 
been engaged by him to raise a tumult in the city— the only 
resource the tyrant had now left being that of exciting dis- 
sensions amongst the people. The surgeons also, who exa- 
mined the wound, found that is was not occasioned by any 
violent blow. The wounds made by weapons are G^enerally 
deepest in the middle; but this was both superficisil, and of 
an equal depth from one end to another: besides, bein^ dis- 
continuous, It did not appear to be the e£fect of one incision, 
but to have been made at different times, probably as he was 
best able to endure the pain. At the same time there were 
some who deposed, that, having seen Sosis running naked and 
wounded, ana being informed by him that he was flying from 
the pursuit of Dion's foreign soldiers, who had just then 
wounded him, they hastened to take the pursuers: ttiat, how- 
ever, they could meet with no such persons, but found a ra- 
zor lying under a hollow stone near the place from whence 
they had observed him come. All these circumstances made 
strongly against him; but when his own servants gave evi- 
dence, that he went out of his house alone before day-light, 
with a razor in his hand, Dion's accusers withdrew. The peo- 
ple, by a general vote, condemned Sosis to die, and were once 
more reconciled to Dion. 

Nevertheless, their jealousy of his soldiers remained. And 
as the war was now principally carried on by sea, Philistus 
being come to the support of Dionysius, with a considctable * 
fleet from lapygia, thev did not see the necessity of retaining 
in their service those Greeks who were no seamen, and must 
depend for protection on the naval force. Their confidence in 
their own strength was likewise greatlv increased by an ad- 
vanta^ice they had gained at sea against Fhilistus, whom they 
used in a very barbarous manner. Ephonis relates, that, after 
his ship was taken, he slew himself. But Timonides, who at- 
tended Dion from the beginning of the war, writ\'\^V^ S^®^- 
sippus die philosopher^ P^^ ^ ^Sxixj V!ttt»v--^^\C^viN»^ ^g^^-^ 
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having run aground, he was taken prisoner alive; and, after 
being disarmed and stripped, was exposed naked, though an 
old man, to every kind of insult They afterwards cut off his 
head, and ordered their children to drag his body through the 
Achradina, and throw it into the quarry. Timaeus represents 
the indignity offered his remains to be still greater. The boys, 
he says, tied a rope about his lame leg, and so draped him 
through the city — the Syracusans, in the mean while, insulting 
over his carcase, when they saw him tied bv'the leg, who had 
said, — " It would ill become Dionysius to fiy from his throne 
by the swiftness of his horse, which he ought never to quit till 
he was dragged from it by the heels." l^hilistus, however, 
tells us, that this was not said to Dionysius by himself, but 
by another. It is plain, at the same time, that Timaeus takes 
every occasion, from Philistus' known adherence to arbitrary 

Eower, to load him with the keenest reproaches. Those whom 
e injured are in some degree excusable, if, in their resent- 
ment, they treated him with indignities after death. But 
wherefore should his biographers, whom he never injured, and 
who have had the benefit of his works ; — ^wherefore should 
they exhibit him, with all the exaf^rations of scurrilitVy in 
those scenes of distress to which fortune sometimes recluces 
the best of men? On the other hand, Ephorus is no less ex- 
travagant in his encomiums on Philistus. He knows well how 
to throw into shades the foibles of the human character, and 
to give an air of plausibility to the most indefensible conduct; 
but, with all his eloquence, with all his art, he cannot rescue 
Philistus from the imputation of being the most strenuous as- 
sertor of arbitrary power — of being the fondest follower and 
admirer of the luxury, the magnificence, the alliance of tyrants. 
Upon the whole, he who neither defends the principles of 
Philistus, nor insults over his misfortunes, will best discharge 
the duty of the historian. 

After the death of Philistus, Dionysius offered to surrender 
the citadel to Dion, together with the arms, provisions, and 
soldiers, and an advance of five months' pay, on condition that 
he might be permitted to retire into Italy, and there enjoy the 
revenues of Gyata, a fruitful tract of country in the territory 
of Syracuse, reaching from the sea to the middle of the coun- 
try. Dion refusing to negociate on his own account, referred 
the ambassadors to the Syracusans; and as they expected that 
Dionysius would shortly come alive into their hands, they 
were dismissed without audience. Upon this, the tyrant, leav- 
ing his eldest son Apollocrates to defend the citadel, embarked 
with his most valuable treasures and a few select friends, and. 
Bailing with a fair wind, escaped Heraclides the admiral. 

The tyrant^s escape greatly exasi^T^\.<&dL >}ci<& ^^^^le against 
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Heraclides; and, in order to appease them, he proposed bjr 
Hippo, one of the orators, that uiere should be an equal divi- 
sion of lands ; alleging, that equality was the first foundation 
of civil liberty; anathat poverty and slavery were synonymous 
terms. At the same time that he supported Hippo in the pro- 
motion of this scheme, he encouraged the faction against Dion, 
who opposed it At lengUi he prevailed with the people not 
only to pass this law, but to make a decree, that the pay of the 
foreign soldiers should be stopped, and new commanders 
chosen, that they might no longer be subject to the severe dis- 
cipline of Dion. Thus, like the patient, who, after a lingering 
sickness, makes too rash a use of the first returns of health, 
and rejects the sober and gradual regimen of his physician, 
the citizens, who had long laboured under the yoke of slavery, 
took too precipitate steps to freedom, and refused the salutary 
counsels and conduct oi their deliverer. 
' It was about the midst of summer, when the assembly was 
summoned for the election of new officers; and for the space 
of fifteen days there were the most dreadful thunders, and the 
most alarming prodigies. The religious fears that these pro- 
digies exciteu, made these people decline the choosing of 
officers. When the weather grew more serene, the orators 
again exhorted them to proceed to the business; but no sooner 
had they begun, than a oraught-ox, which had neither received 
any provocation from the driver, nor could be terrified by the 
crowds and noise to which he had been accustomed, suddenly 
broke from his voke, and running furiously into the assembly, 
drove the people in great disorder before him: from thence, 
throwing down all that stood in his way, he ran over that part 
of the city which afterwards fell into the enemy's hands. The 
Syracusans, however, regardless of these things, elected five 
and twenty officers, among whom was HeracTides. At the 
same time they privately endeavoured to draw ofi* Dion's men ; 
promising, if they would desert him, to make them citizens of 
Syracuse. But the soldiers were faithiful to their general, and 
placingliim in the middle of a battalion, marched out of the 
city. They did not, on this occasion, offer any violence to 
the inhabitants, but they severely reproached them for iheir 
baseness and ingratitude. The smallness of their number, 
and their declining to act offensively, put the citizens on the 
view of cutting them off before they escaped out of the city; 
and with this design they fell upon their rear. Dion was here 
in a great dilemma: he was under the necessity either of fight- 
injg against his countrymen, or of suffering himself and his 
faithful soldiers to be cut in pieces. He, therefore, entreated 
the Syracusans to desist: he stretched forth his hands to IVna-^sv^ 
and pointed to the citadel full of soVdVeT^, Wtvo -w^t^ Vk^V3 "^^ 
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beingr spectators of these dissensions amongst their enemies. 
But ttie torrent of the populace, agitated and driven forwards 
by the seditious breath oi the orators, was not to be stopped 
b^ persuasion. He, therefore, commanded his men to advance 
with shouts and clashing of arms, but not to attack them. The 
Syracusans, upon this, fled immediately through the streets, 
though no one pursued them; for Dion retreateawith his men 
into the territories of the Leontines. 

The very women laughed at the new officers for this cow- 
ardlv flight; and the lat%r, to recover their reputation, order- 
ed the citizens to arms, pursued Dion, and came up with him 
as he was passing a river. A skirmish began between the ca- 
valry; but when thev found Dion no longer disposed to bear 
these indignities with his usual paternal patience; when they 
observed him drawing up his men for battle, with all the eager- 
ness of strong resentment, they once more turned their backs, 
and, with the loss of some few men, fled to the city in a more 
disgraceful and more cowardly manner than before. 

The Leontines received Dion in a very honourable manner, 
gave money to his soldiers, and made them free of their city. 
They also sent messengers to Syracuse with requisitions, that 
his men might have justice done them, and receive their pay. 
The Syracusans, in return, sent other messengers, with im- 
peachments against Dion: but when the matter was debated 
at Leontium, in full assembly of the allies, they evidently ap- 
peared to be in fault. They refused, nevertheless, to stand to 
the award of this assembly ; for the recent recovery of their 
liberties had made them insolent, and the popular power was 
without control; their very commanders being no more than 
servile dependents on the multitude. 

About this time Dionysius sent a fleet under Nypsius the 
Neapolitan, with provisions and pay for the garrison in the 
citadel. The Syracusans overcame him, and took four of his 
ships; but they made an ill use of their success. Destitute 
of all discipline, they celebrated the victory with the most 
riotous extravagance; and at a time when they thought them- 
selves secure of taking the citadel, they lost the city. Nyp- 
sius, observing their disorder, their night-revels and debauches, 
in which their commanders, either from inclination, or through 
fear of offending them, were as deeply engaged as themselves, 
took advantage of this opportunity, broke through their walls, 
and exposed the city to the violence and depredation of his 
soldiers. 

The Syracusans at once perceived their folly and their mis- 
fortune: but the latter, in tneir present confusion, was not easy 
to be redressed. The soldiers made dreadful havock in the 
city: they demolished the {or\\?i(ia\AOv\^, ^wX. \!cv^ txvea to the 
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sword, and draeged the women and children shrieking to the 
citadel. The Syracusan ofiSccrs being unable to separate the 
citizens from the enemy, or to draw them up in any order, 
gave up all for lost In this situation, while the Achradina 
itself was in danger of being taken, they naturally turned their 
thoughts on Dion ; but none had the courage to mention a man 
whom all had injured. In this emergency a voice was heard 
from the cavalry of the allies, crying, — ^^ Send for Dion and 
his Peloponnesians from Leontium.'^His name was no sooner 
mentioned than the people shouted for joy. With tears they 
implored that he mi^ht once more be at their head: they re* 
membered his intrepidity in the most trying dangers: they re- 
membered the courage that he showed himself, and the con- 
fidence with which he inspired them when he led them a^inst 
the enemy. Archonides and Telesides from the auxiliaries, 
and flellanicus, with four more from the cavalry, were imme- 
diately despatched to Leontium, where, making the best of 
their way, they arrived in the close of the evening. They in- 
stantly threw themselves at the feet of Dion, and related, with 
tears, the deplorable condition of the Syracusans. The Leon- 
tines and Peloponnesians soon gathered about them, conjec- 
turing from their haste, and the manner of their address, that 
their Dusiness had something extraordinary in it 

Dion immediately summoned an assembly, and the people 
being soon collected, Archonides and Hellanicus briefly rela- 
ted the distress of the Syracusans, entreated the foreign sol- 
diers to forget the injuries they had done them, and once more 
to assist that unfortunate people, who had already sufiered 
more for their ingratitude tnan even they whom they had in- 
jured would have inflicted upon them. When they had thus 
spoken, a profound silence ensued; upon which Dion arose, 
and attempted to speak, but was prevented by his tears. His 
soldiers, who were greatly afiected with their general's sorrow, 
entreated him to moderate his grief, and proceed. After he 
had recovered himself a little, he spoke to the following pur- 
pose: — ^^'Peloponnesians and confederates, I have called you 
together, that you may consult on your respective afiairs. My 
measures are taken : I cannot hesitate what to do when Syra- 
cuse is perishing. If I cannot save it, I will, at least, hasten 
thither, and fall oeneath the ruins of my country. For you, 
if you can yet persuade yourselves to assist the most unfortu- 
nate and inconsiderate of men, it may be in your power to 
save from destruction a city which was the work of your own 
hands.* But if your pity for the Syracusans be sacrificed to 

* Str&bo says, that Syracuse was built id the second year of the eleveioticv 
Olympiad, by Archias, one of the HeracUdn, "^iVm) cuea Isoask Ccets^nk. 
Synciue. 
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your resentment, may the gods reward jtmr fidelity, yomr 
kindness to Dion! And .remember, that as he would not de- 
sert you, when you were injured, so neither could he abandon 
his falling country !'' 

He had hardly ended, when the soldiers signified their readi- 
aess for the seryice by loud acclamations, and called upon him 
to march directly to the relief of Syracuse. The messengers 
embraced them, and entreated the gods to shower their bless- 
iogs on Dion and the Peloponnesians. When the noise sub- 
sided, Dion gaye orders that the men should repair to their 
auarters, and, after the necessary refreshments, assemble in 
le same place completely armed, for he intended to march 
that yery night 

The soldiers of Dionysius, after rayaging the city during 
the whole day, retired at night, with the loss of a few men, 
into the citadel. This small respite once more encours^d the 
demagogues of the city, who, presuming that the enemy would 
not repeat their hostilities, dissuaded the people from admit- 
ting Dion and his foreign soldiers. They adyised them not 
to giye up the honour of saving the city to strangers, but to 
defend their liberty themselves. Upon this the generals sent 
other messengers to Dion to countermand his march; while, 
on the other hand, the cavalry, and many of the principal 
citizens, sent their requests that he would hasten it Thus in- 
vited by one party, and rejected by another, he came forward 
but slowly : and at night the faction that opposed him set a 
guard upon the gates to prevent his entering. 

Nypsius now made a iresh sally from the citadel, with still 
ffreater numbers, and greater fury than before. After totally 
aemolishing the remaining part of the fortification, he fell to 
ravaging the city. The slaughter was dreadful ; men, women, 
and children, fell indiscriminately by the sword: for the ob- 
ject of the enemy was not so much plunder as destruction. 
Dionysius despaired of regaining his lost empire, and, in his 
mortal hatred of the Syracusans, he determined to bury it in 
the ruins of their city. It was resolved, therefore, that before 
Dion's succours could arrive, they should destroy it the quick- 
est way by laying it in ashes. Accordingly, tney set fire to 
those parts that were at hand by brands and torches, and to 
the remoter parts by shooting flaming arrows. The citizens, 
in the utmost consternation, fled every where before them. 
Those who, to avoid the fire, had fled from their houses, were 
put to the sword in the streets; and they who sought for re- 
fuge in their houses were again driven out by the flames: many 
were burnt to death, and many perished beneath the ruins of 
the. houses. 
This terrible distress, by unwenaV coxv&^TL\^o'^\v&d.l\xe ^tes 
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for Dion. After beine informed that the enemy had retreated 
into the citadel, he had made no great haste. But early in the 
morning some horsemen carried nim the news of a fresh as- 
sault These were followed by some, eyen of those who had 
recently opposed his coming, but who now implored him to 
fly to their relief. As the conflagration and destruction in- 
creased, Heraclides despatched his brother, and after him his 
uncle Theodotes, toentrea^the assistance of Dion; for they 
were now no longer in a capacity of opposing the enemy; he 
was wounded himself, and great part of the city was laid in 
ashes. 

When Dion received this news, he was about sixty furlongs 
from the city. After he had acquainted his soldiers with the 
dreadful exigency, and exhorted them to behave with resolu- 
tion, they no longer marched, but ran; and in their way they 
were met by numbers, who entreated them, if possible, to go 
still faster. By the eager and vigorous speed of the soldiers, 
Dion quickly arrived at the city; and entering by the part 
called Hecatompedon, he ordered his light troops immediately 
to charge the enemy, that the Syracv^ans might take courage 
at the sight of them. In the mean while he drew up his heavy- 
armed men, with such of the citizens as had joined him, and 
divided them into several small bodies, of greater depth than 
breadth, that he might intimidate the enemy, by attacking 
them in several quarters at once. He advanced to the engage- 
ment at the head of his men, amidst a confused noise of shouts, 
plaudits, prayers, and vows, which the Syracusans ofiered up 
for their aeliverer, their tutelary deity; for so they termed him 
now; and his foreign soldiers they called their brethren and 
fellow-citizens. At this time, perhaps, there was not one 
wretch so selfishly fond of life, that he did not hold Dion's 
safety dearer than his own, or that of his fellow-citizens, — 
while they saw him advancing first in the front of danger, 
through blood and fire, and over heaps of the slain. 

There was, indeed, something terrible in the appearance of 
the enemy, who, animated by rage and despair, had posted 
themselves in the ruins of the ramparts, so that it was ex- 
tremely dangerous and difiicult to approach them. But the 
apprehension of fire discouraged Dion's men the most, and 
distressed them in their march. They were surrounded by 
flames that raged on every side; and while they walked over 
burning ruins, through clouds of ashes and smoke, they were 
every moment in danger of being buried beneath the fall of 
half-consumed buildings. In all these difficulties they took 
infinite pains to keep close together, and maintain their ranks. 
When tney came up to the enemy, a few onl^ cowVd ^^^'^'5^. ' 
a time, on account of the narrowness wi^ vafcc^'^J^v^.^ ^^ "^^ 
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ground. Thev fought, however, with f^reat bravery, and, en- 
couraged by the acclamations of the citizens, at length thev 
routed Nypsius, and most of his men escaped into the citadel, 
which was near at. hand. Such of them as were dispersed, 
and could not get in, were pursued, and put to the sword. 
The present deplorable state of the city afforded neither time 
nor propriety for that joy, and those congratulations, which 
usually follow victory. All were busy in saving the remains 
of the conflagrations; and, though they laboured hard during 
the whole night, it was with great difiSculty the fire was extin- 
guished. 

Not one orator of the popular faction durst any longer re- 
main in the cit^^. By their flight they at once confessed their 
guilt, and avoided punishment tieraclides, however, and 
Theodotes, surrendered themselves to Dion. They acknow- 
ledged their error, and entreated that he would not imitate 
them in the cruel treatment they had shown him. They for- 
got not to add how much it would be for his honour, who was 
unequalled in other virtues, to restrain his resentments, and, 
by forgiving the ungp*ateful, to testify that superiority of spirit 
for which they had contended with him. His friends, how- 
ever, advised him by no means to pardon these factious and 
invidious men, but to give them up to his soldiers, and to rid 
the commonwealth of the ambition of demagogues, no less 
destructive than that of tyrants. Dion, on the other hand, 
endeavoured to mitigate their resentments: — ^'^ Other gene- 
rals," said he," employ themselves chiefly in military studies; 
but, by being long conversant in the Academy, I have learned 
to subdue my passions, and to restrain the impulses of en- 
mity and anger. To prove that I have really gained such a 
victory over mvself, it is not sufficient merely to be kind to 
men of virtue, but to be indulgent and reconcileable to the in- 
jurious. If I have excelled Heraclides in military and poll 
lical abilities, I am resolved not to be inferior to him in jus- 
tice and clemency; since, to have the advantage in those, is 
the first degree of excellence. The honours of conquest are 
never wholly our own; for though the conqueror may stand 
unrivalled, fortune will claim her share in his success. He- 
raclides may be treacherous, invidious, and malicious; but 
must Dion, therefore, sully his glories by the indulgence of 
resentment? The laws, indeed, allow the revenge of an injury 
to be more justifiable than the commission of it; but both 
proceed originally from the infirmity of human nature. Be- 
sides, there is hardly any malignity so inveterate, that it may 
not be overcome by kindness, and softened by repeated fa- 
vours/^ A/^reeably to these sentiments, Dion pardoned He* 
racUdeSf and dismi3S€;d him. 
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His first object was to re)>air the r/all, which he had for- 
merly erected around the citadel; and, for this purpose, he 
ordered each of the citizens to furnish a palisado, and bring it 
to the works. When they had done this, he sent them to their 
repose^ and entployed his own men the whole night in drawing 
a line of circumvallation around the citadel, which both the 
enemy and the citizens were astonished to find completed in 
the morning. 

After the dead were hiuried,and the prisoners, to the amount 
of two thousand, ransomed, he summoned an assembly. He- 
racl ides moved, that Dion should be declared commander-in- 
chief, both at sea and land. This motion was approved by the 
nobility, and the commons were desired to confirm it; but the 
sailors and artificers opposed it in a most tumultuous manner. 
They were unwilling that Heraclides should lose his com- 
mand at sea; for though they had no good opinion of his 
principles, they knew that he would be more indulgent than 
Dion, and more ready to gratify their inclinations. Dion, 
therefore, gave up his point, and agreed that Heraclides should 
continue admiral. But when the equal distribution of lands 
was moved for, he opposed it, and repealed all the decrees 
which had formerly passed on that measure, by which means 
he once more incurred the displeasi>re of the people. Hera- 
clides again made his advantage of this, and narangued the 
soldiers and sailors at Messana, accusing Dion of a design to 
make himself absolute. At the same time, he privately cor- 
responded with Dionysius by means of Pharax, a Spartan. 
'When the nobility got intelligence of this, there was a sedi- 
tion in the army, ana the city was greatly distressed -by want 
of provisions. Dion was now at a loss what measures to pur- 
sue; and all his friends condemned him for strengthening the 
hands of so perverse and invidious a wretch as Heraclides. 

Pharax was encamped at Neopolis, in the territory of Agri- 
^ntum ; and Dion drew out the Syracusans, but not with an 
intent to engage him till he found a convenient opportunity. 
This gave Heraclides and his seamen an occasion of exclaim- 
ing that he delayed fighting only that he might the longer con- 
tinue in command. He was forced to action, therefore, con- 
trary to his inclinations, and was beaten. His loss, indeed, 
was small, and his defeat was owing more to a misunderstand- 
ing in his own army, than to the superior courage of the ene- 
my: he, therefore, resolved to renew the engagement; and, 
after animating and encouraging his men to redeem their lost 
credit, he drew them up in form of battle. In the evening, 
however, he received intelligence that Heraclides was sailing 
for Syracuse, with an intent to possess himself of tVv^ ^^^^v 
and to shut him out Upon this he m«Ae ^ &x«»j^v ^^ ^^s>^ 
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bravest and most aetite of the eavalr^r, and rode with sQch ex 
pedition, that he reached the city by nine in the morning, after 
a march of seven hundred furlongs. Heraclides, though he 
made all the sail he could, was too late; and he, therefore, 
tacked about, and stood out to sea. While he was undeter- 
mined what course to steer, he met Gaesilus the Spartan, who 
informed him that he was sent to command in chief in Sicily, 
as Gylippus had done before. Heraclides immediately ac- 
cepted him, and boasted to his allies that he had found, in this 
Spartan, an antidote to the power of Dion. At the same time, 
he sent a herald to Syracuse, ordenng the citizens to receive 
Gassilus for their general. Dion answered, that the Syracusans 
had already a sufficient number of generals; and that, if it 
were necessary for them to have a Spartan, he was himself a 
citizen of Sparta. 

Ga&silos having now no hopes of the command, waited upon 
Dion, and, by his mediation, reconciled him to Heraclides. 
This reconciliation was confirmed by the most solemn oaths; 
and Gaesilus himself was guarantee of the treaty, and under- 
took to punish Heraclides in case of any future breach of faith* 
The Syracusans, upon this, discharged their navy, as they 
found no advantages from it equal to the expense of keep* 
ing it on foot, and to those inconveniences it brought upon 
them by being a continual source of seditions. At the same 
time, tfiey continued the siege, and invested the city with an- 
other wall. As the besieged were cut off from further sup- 
plies, when provisions failed, the soldiers began to mutiny; 
so that Apollocrates found himself under a necessity of com- 
ing to terms with Dion, and offered to deliver up the citadel to 
him, with all the arms and stores, on condition that he might 
have five galleys, and be permitted to retire in safety with his 
mother and sisters. Dion granted his request; and with these 
he sailed to Dionysius. He was no sooner under sail, thap 
the whole city of Syracuse assembled to behold the joyful 
sight. Their hearts were so full of this interesting event, that 
they even expressed their anger against those who were ab- 
sent, and could not be witnesses with what glory the sun that 
day rose upon Syracuse, delivered at last from the chains of 
slavery. As this flight of Dionysius was one of the most me- 
morable vicissitudes of fortune that is recorded in history, 
and as no tyranny was ever more effectually established than 
his, how great must their joy and their self-complacency have 
been, after they had destroyed it by such inconsiderable means ! 
When Apollocrates was gone, and Dion went to take pos- 
session of the citadel, the women could not wait till he enter- 
ed/, but. ran to meet him at the gate. Aristomache came first, 
Jea^i't^ Dion's son ; and Arete foWovj^d Vv^r iu tears, fearful 
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and apprehensive of meetine; her husband, after she had been 
so long in the possession of another. Dion first embraced his 
sister, then his son; after which Aristomache presented Arete 
to hint*, with this address: — "Your banishment, Dion, made us 
all equally miserable. Your return and your success have 
made us all happy, except her whom I had the misfortune to 
see, by cruel compulsion, given to another while you were yet 
alive. We are now entirely in your disposal; but how will 
you determine concerning this unhappy woman? And how 
must she salute you? — as her uncle, or as her husband?" Dion 
was affected by this tender intercession, and wept. He em- 
braced Arete with great affection, put his son into her hands, 
and desired her to retire to his own house, where he purposed 
to reside; for the city he immediately delivered up to the 
Syracusans. 

All things had now succeeded to his wish; but he by no 
means sought to reap the first advantages of his good fortune. 
His first object was to gratify his friends, to reward his allies, 
and to give his fellow-citizens and foreign soldiers proper 
marks of his favour, in which his munificence even cxceeued 
his abilities. As to himself, he lived in a plain and frugal man- 
ner, which, on this occasion in particular, was universally ad- 
mired. For while the fame of his actions, and the reputation 
of his valour, was spread through Sicily and Greece, he seem- 
ed rather to live with Plato in the sparing simplicity of the 
Academic life, than among soldiers, who look upon every spe- 
cies of luxury as a compensation for the toils and dangers of 
war. Though Plato himself wrote to him, that the eyes of 
the whole world were upon him, he seems not to have carried 
his attentions beyond one particular part of one city, the Aca- 
demv. His judges in that society, he knew, would not so 
much regard the greatness of his performances, his courage, 
or his victories, as that temper of mind with which he bore 
prosperity, and that moderation with which he sustained his 
nappier fortunes. He did not in the least relax the severity 
of his manners; he kept the same reserve to the people, 
though condescension was at this time politically necessary; 
and though Plato, as we have already observed, nad expostu- 
lated with him on this account,and told him, that austerity was 
the companion of solitude. He had certainly a natural anti- 
pathy to complaisance; and he had moreover a design, by his 
own example, to reform the manners of the Syracusans, which 
were become vain, dissolute, and immodest Heraclides once 
more began to oppose him. Dion sent for him to attend iit 
the council ; and he made answer, that he would not .attend 
in any other capacity than as a private citizew ^\. ^ ^.viW^v^. ^as- 
sembly. Soon after this he impeaeVied livoti o^ ^^^w\x\ss^\s>^ 
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demolish the citadel, and of preventing; the people from open- 
ing the tomb of Dionysius, and dragging out the bod^. He 
accused him likewise of sending for counsellors and ministers 
to Corinth, in contempt of his fellow-citizens: and it is true, 
that he had engaged some Corinthians to assist him in settling 
his plan of government His intention was to restrain the 
unlimited power of the popular administration, (which can- 
not properly be called a government, but, as Plato terms it, a 
warehouse of governments,)* and to establish the constitu- 
tion on the Lacedaemonian and Cretan plan. This was a mix- 
ture of the regal and popular governments, or rather an aris- 
tocracy. Dion knew that the Corinthians were governed 
chiefly by the nobility, and that the influence of the people 
rather interfered. He foresaw that Heraclides would be no 
inconsiderable impediment to his scheme. He knew him to 
be factious, turbulent, and inconstant; and he, therefore, gave 
him up to those who advised to kill him, though he had before 
saved him out of their hands. Accordingly, they broke into 
his house, and murdered him. His death was, at first, re- 
sented by the citizens; but when Dion ^ve him a magnifi- 
cent funeral, attended the dead body with his soldiers, and 
pronounced an oration to the people, their resentment went 
off. Indeed, they were sensible that the city would never be 
at peace whilst the competitions of Dion and Heraclides sub- 
sisted. 

Dion had a friend named CaUippus,an Athenian, with whom 
he first became acqiiainted, not on account of his literary merit, 
but, according to rlato, because he happened to be introduced 
by him to some religious mysteries. He had always attended 
him in the army, and was in great esteem. He was the first 
of his friends who marched along with him into Syracuse, 
with a garland on his head, and he had distinguished himself 
in every action. This man finding that Dion's chief friends 
had fallen in the war; that, since the death of Heraclides, the 
popular party was without a leader, and that he himself stood 
in great favour with the army, formed an execrable design 
against the life of his benefactor. His object was certainly the 
supreme command in Sicily, though some say he was bribed 
to it with twenty talents. For this purpose, he drew several 
of the soldiers into a conspiracy against Dion, and his plot was 
conducted in a most artful manner. He constantly informed 
Dion of what he heard, or pretended to hear, said against him 
in the army. By this means, he obtained such confidence, that 
he was allowed to converse privately with whom he thought 
proper, and to speak with the utmost freedom against Dion^ 



DION. 27gf 

that he might discover his secret enemies. Thus, in a short 
time, he drew about him all the seditious and discontented 
citizens; and if any one of different principles informed Dion 
that his integrity had been tried, he gave nimself no concern 
about it, as that point had already been settled with Cal- 
lippus. 

While this conspiracy was on foot, Dion had a monstrous 
and dreadful apparition. As he was meditating one evening 
alone in the portico before his house, he heard a sudden noise, 
and, turning about, perceived (for it was not yet dark] a wo- 
man of gigantic size at the end of the portico, in the lorm of 
one of tne Furies, as they are represented on the theatre, 
sweeping the floor with a Broom. In his terror and amaze- 
ment, he sent for some of his friends, and, informing them of 
this prodigy, desired they would stay with him during the 
night. His mind was in the utmost disorder, and he was ap- 
prehensive that, if they left him, the spectre would appear 
again; but he saw it no more. Soon after this, his only son^ 
who was now almost grown up to manhood, upon some child- 
ish displeasure, or frivolous affront, threw himself from the 
top of the house, and was killed upon the spot. 

While Dion was in this distress, Callippus was ripening the 
conspiracy; and, for this purpose, he propagated a report in 
Svracuse, that Dion, being now childless, nad determined to 
adopt ApoUocrates, the son of Dionysius, who was nephew to 
his wife, and grandson to his sister. The plot, however, was 
now suspected, both by Dion, his wife, ana sister. Dion, who 
had stained his honour and tarnished his glories by the mur- 
der of Heraciides, had,. as we may suppose, his anxieties on 
that account; and he would frequently declare, that, rather 
than live, not only in fear of his enemies, but in suspicion of 
his friends, he would die a thousand deaths, and freely open 
his bosom to the assassin. 

When Callippus found the women inquisitive and suspi- 
cious, he was afraid of the consequence, and asserted, with 
tears, his own integrity, offerinc; to give them any pledge of 
his fidelity they might desire. They required that ne would 
take the great oath, the form of which is as follows: — The 
person who takes it, goes down into the temple of the Thes- 
mophori, where, after the performance of some religious cere- 
monies, he puts on the purple robe of Proserpine, and holding 
a flaming torch in his hana, proceeds on the oath. All this 
Callippus did without hesitation; and, to show with what con- 
tempt he held the goddess, he appointed the execution of his 
conspiracy on the day of her festival. Indeed, he could hardly 
think that even this would enhance Vvvs raJAX^ot \:«^^^^\^^wv 
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more obnoxious to the eoddess^ when he was the very person 
who had before initiated Dion in her sacred mysteries. 

The conspiracy was now supported by numbers; and as 
Dion was surrounded by his friends^ in the apartment where 
he usually entertained them, the conspirators invested the 
house^ some securing the doors, and others the windows. The 
assassms, who were Zacynthians, came in unarmed, in their 
ordinary dress. Those who remained without made fast the 
doors. The Zacynthians then fell upon Dion, and endeavoured 
to strangle him ; but not succeeding in this, they called for a 
sword. No one, however, durst open the door; for Dion had 
many friends about him: yet they had, in effect, nothing to 
fear from these; for each concluded, that, by giving up Dion, 
he should consult his own safety. When they had waited 
some time, Lycon, a Syracusan, put a short sword throueh the 
window into the hands of a Zacynthian, who fell upon Dion, 
already stunned and senseless, and cut his throat, like a victim 
^^t the altar. His sister, and his wife, who was pregnant, they 
imprisoned. In this unhappy situation she fell in labour, and 
was delivered of a son, whom they ventured to preserve; for 
Callippus was too much embroiled by his own affair^ to attend 
to them, and the keepers of the prison were prevailed on to 
connive at it 

After Dion was cut off, and Callippus had the whole govern- 
ment of Syracuse in his hands, he had the presumption to write 
to the Athenians, whom, after the gods, he ought of all others 
to have dreaded, polluted as he was with the murder of his 
benefactor. But it has been observed, with great truth, of that 
state, that its good men are the best, and its bad men the worst 
in the world; as the soil of Attica^roduces the finest honey, 
and the most fatal poisons. The -sfccess of Callippus did not 
long reproach the indulgence of the gods. He soon received 
the punishment he deserved ; for in attempting to takeCatana, 
he lost Syracuse; upon which occasion he said, that he had 
lost a city and got a cheese-grater.* Afterwards, at the siege 
of Messana, most of his men were cut off, and amongst the 
rest the murderers of Dion. As he was refused admission by 
every city in Sicily, and universally hated and despised, he 
passed into Italy, and mi^de himself master of Rhegium; but 
bein^ no longer able, to maintain his soldiers, he was slain by 
Leptines and Polyperchon with the very same sword with 
which Dion had been assassinated ; for it was known by the 
size (being short, like the Spartan swords,) and by the curious 

* But the word which ugoifies a cheese-grater in Greek is not CaUme; 
but PaUme, 
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workmanship. Thus Callippus received the punishment due 
to his crimes. 

When Aristomache and Arete were released out of prison, 
they were received by Icetes, a Syracusan, a friend of lion's, 
who, for some time^entertaimxl them with hospitality and good 
faith. . Afterwards, however, being prevailed on by the ene- 
mies of Dion, he put them on board a vessel, under pretence of 
sending them to the Peloponnesus; but privately ordered the 
sailors to kill them in the passage, and throw the bodies over- 
board. Others say, that they and the infant were thrown alive 
into the sea. This wretch, too, paid the forfeit of his villany ; 
for he was put to death by Timoleon; and the Syracusans, to 
I'evenge Dion, slew his two daughters: of which I have made 
more particular mention in the Liife of Timoleon. 
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LIFE OF MARCUS BRUTUS. 



The great ancestor of Marcus Brutus was that Junius Bru* 
tus, to whom the ancient Romans erected a statue of brass, 
and placed it in the Capitol amone their kings. He was re- 
presented with a drawn sword in his hand, to signify the spirit 
and firmness with which he vanquished the Tarquins; out, 
hard-tempered like the steel of which that sword was com- 
posed, and in no de^ee humanized by education, the same 
obdurate severity which impelled him against the tyrant, shut 
up his natural anection from his children, when he found those 
children conspiring for the support of tyranny. On the con- 
trary, that Brutus, whose life we are now writing, had all the 
advantages that arise from the cultivation of philosophy. To 
his spirit, which was naturadly sedate and mild, he gave vigour 
and activity by constant application. Upon the whole, he was 
happily formed to virtue, both by nature and education. Even 
the partisans of Caesar ascribed to him every thing that had 
the appearance of honour or generosity in the conspiracy, and 
all that was of a contrary complexion they laid to the charge 
of Cassius; who was, indeed, the friend and relation of Bru- 
tus, but by no means resembled him in the simplicity of his 
manners.* It is universally allowed, that his mother Servilia 
was descended from Servilius Ahala, who, when Spurius Mas- 
lius seditiously aspired to the monarchy, went up to him in 
the forunij under a pretence of business, and, as Maelius in- 
clined his head to hear what he would say, stabbed him with 
a dagger, which he had concealed for the purpose.* But the 
partisans of Caesar would not allow that he was descended 
from Junius Brutus, whose family, they said, was extinct with 
his two sons.t Marcus Brutus, according to them, was a ple- 
beian, descended from one Brutus, a steward, of mean extrac- 
tion;" and that the family had but lately risen to any dignity 
in the state. On the contrary, Posidonius, the philosopher, 
agrees with those historians who say, that Junius Brutus had 
a third son, who was an infant when his brothers were put to 
death, and that Marcus Brutus was descended from him. He 

* Livy, and other historians, relate this affair differently. Some of them say 
co/i5dent]y, that Servilius, who was then general of the horse, put Mieliutto 
t^ath by order of Ciocinnatus the dictator. 
f Of this Dumber is Dionysius of Ha^aiU2fi&\a« 
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farther tells us, that there were several illustrious persons of 
that family in his time, with whom he was well acquainted, 
and who very much resembled the statue of Junius Brutus.* 

Cato the philosopher was brother to Servilia, the mother of 
firutus, who greatly admired and imitated the virtues of his 
uncle, and married his daughter Porcia. 

Brutus was acquainted with all the sects of the Greek phi- 
losophers, and understood their doctrines; but the Platonists 
stood highest in his esteem. He had no great opinion either 
of the new or of the middle Academy; but applied himself 
wholly to the studies of the ancient. Antiochus of Ascalon 
was, therefore, his favourite ; and he entertained his brother 
Ariston in his own house — a man, who, though inferior to 
some of tlie philosophers in learning, was equal to the first of 
them in modesty, prudence, and gentleness of manners. Em- 
pylus, who likewise lived with Brutus, as we find in his own 
epistles, and in those of his friends, was an orator, and left a 
short, but a well-written narrative of the death of Caesar, en- 
titled Brutus, 

Brutus spoke with great ability in Latin, both in the field 
and at the oar. In Greek he a£fected the sententious and la- 
conic way. There are several instances of this in his epistles. 
Thus, in the beginning of the war, he wrote to the Pergame- 
nians: — ^^ I hear you have given money to Dolabella. If vou 
gave it willingly, you must own you injured me; if unwilling- 
ly, show it by giving willingly to me.'^ Thus, on another oc- 
casion, to the Samians: — -^^ Your deliberations are tedious; 
your actions slow: what, think you, will be the consequence?" 
Of the Patareans thus: — ^'^The Xanthians rejected my kind- 
ness, and desjjerately made their country their grave. The 
Patareans confided in me, and retained their liberty. It is in 
your own choice to imitate the prudence of the Patareans, or 
to suffer the fate of the Xanthians." And such is the style of 
his most remarkable letters. 

While he was yet very young, he accompanied Cato to Cy- 
prus, in the expedition against Ptolemy. After Ptolemy had 
killed himself, Cato being detained by business in the isle of 
Rhodes, sent Caninius to secure the king's treasure; but, 
suspecting his fidelity, he wrote to Brutus to sail immediately 
to Cyprus from Pamphylia; where^ after a fit of sickness, he 
staid for the re-establishment of his health. He obeyed the 
order with reluctance, both out of respect to Caninius, who 
was superseded with disgrace, and because he thought the em- 

■ 
* There were several distingnisbed persons of this family in the year of 
Rome 558 : some of whom opposed the abrogation of the O^^isA. Vkvv ^^s^ 
were besieged by the Roman women in theit noraAe^.— La»\)>V txmn *\ Vt^- 
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ployment illiberal, and by no means proper for a young man 
who was in pursuit of philosophy. Nevertheless, he executed 
the commission with such dilijgence, that he had the approba 
tion of Cato; and, having turned the effects of Ptolemy into 
ready money, he brought the greatest part of it to Rome. 

When Rome was divided into two factions, and Pompev and 
Csesar were in arms against each other, it was ^nerally be- 
lieved that Brutus would join Caesar, because his father had 
been put to death by Pompey. However, he thought it his 
duty to sacrifice his resentments to the interest of his country; 
and, judging Pompey's to be the better cause, he joined his 
party ; though before, he would not even salute Pompey when 
ne met him; esteeming it a crime to have any conversation 
with the murderer of his father. He now looked upon him 
as the head of the commonwealth; and, therefore, listing un- 
der his banner, he sailed for Sicily in quality of lieutenant to 
Sestius, who was governor of the islana. There, however, he 
found' no opportunity to distinguish himself; and, being in- 
formed that rompey and Caesar were encamped near each 
other, and preparing for that battle on which the whole em- 
pire depended, he went voluntarily into Macedonia, to have 
nis share in the danger. Pompey, it is said, was so much sur- 
prised and pleased with his coming, that he rose to embrace 
nim in the presence of his guards, and treated him with as 
much respect as if he had been his superior. During the time 
that he was in camp, those hours that he did not spend with 
Pompey, he employed in reading and study; and thus he pass- 
ed the day before the battle of Fharsalia. It was the middle 
of summer; the heats were intense, the marshy situation of 
the camp disagreeable, and his tent-bearers were long in 
coming. Nevertheless, though extremely harassed and fa- 
tigued, he did not anoint himself till noon; and then, taking 
a morsel of bread, while others were at rest, or musing on the 
event of the ensuing day, he employed himself till the evening 
in writing an epitome of Polybius. 
Caesar, it is said, had so high an esteem for him, that he or- 
, dered his officers bv all means to save him if he would sur- 
render himself, and, if he refused, to let him escape with his 
life. Some have placed this kindness to the account of Ser- 
vilia, the mother of Brutus, with whom Caesar had connec- 
tions of a tender nature in the early part of his life.* Be- 

* These conoections were well known. Caesar made her a present, on a 
certain occasion, of a pearl which cost him near .50,000/. In the civil wars ha 
assigned to her a confiscated estate for a mere trifle ; and when the people 
expressed their surprise at its cheapness, Cicero said humorously, Quo me- 

//tis emplam sciaiis^ Tertia deduda est Tertia was a daughter of Servilia'A, 

aoddeducia wss a term in iJhe procunng\>iisaies&. 
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sides, as this amour was in full blow about the time when 
Brutus was born, Caesar had some reason to believe he might 
be his son. The intrigue wa^ notorious. When the senate 
was debating on the dangerous conspiracy of Catiline, Cato 
and Caesar, who took different sides ot the question, happened 
to sit near each other. In the midst of the business, a note 
was brought to Caesar from without, which he read silently to 
himself. Cato hereupon loudly accused Caesar of receiving 
letters from the enemies of the commonwealth; and Caesar, 
finding that it had occasioned a disturbance in the senate, de- 
livered the note to Cato as he had received it. Cato, when he 
found it to be nothine but a lewd letter from his own sister 
Servilia, threw it back again to Caesar: — '^ Take it, you sot," 
said he, and went on with the public business. 

After the battle of Pharsalia, when Pompey was fled to- 
wards the sea, and Caesar was storming the camp, Brutus es- 
caped through one of the gates, and fled into a watery marsh, 
where he hid himself amongst the reeds. From thence he 
ventured out in the night, and got safe to Larissa. From La- 
rissa he wrote to Caesar, who expressed the greatest pleasure 
in hearing of his safety, sent for him, and entertained him 
amongst the first of his friends. When no one could give ac- 
count which way Pompey was fled, Caesar walked for some 
time alone with Brutus to consult his opinion; and finding 
that it was for Egypt, he rejected the opinion of the rest, and 
directed his march for that country. Pompey had, indeed, 
taken the route of Egypt, as Brutus conjectured; but he had 
already met his fate. * 

Brutus had so much influence with Caesar that he reconciled 
him to his friend Cassius; and when he spoke in behalf of the 
king of Africa, though there were many impeachments against 
him, he obtained for him a great part of his kingdom.* When 
he first began to speak on this occasion, Caesar said, — ^^ I know 
not what this young man intends, but whatever it is, he in- 
tends it strongly." His mind was steady, and not easily 
moved by entreaties. His principles were reason*, and honour, 
and virtue; and the ends to which these directed him he pro- 
secuted with so much vigour that he seldom failed of success. 
No flattery could induce him to attend to unjust petitions; 
and though that ductility of mind which may be wrought upon 
by the impudence of importunity, is by some called good- 
nature, he considered it as the greatest disgrace. He used to 
say, that he suspected those who could refuse no favours, had 
not very honestly employed the flower of their youth. 

* Plutarch must here be mistaken It was De\otw3n3»^«A\tfak\.^^>K>xv'^^ 
Africa, that Brutus pleaded for. 
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CsBsar, previously to his expedition into Africa against Cato 
and Scipio, appointed Brutus to the government of Gallia 
Cisalpina; ana this was very fortunate for that particular pro- 
vince: for while the inhabitants of other provinces were op- 
pressed and treated like slaves, by the violence and rapacity of 
their governors, Brutus behaved with so much kindness to the 
people under his jurisdiction, that they were in some measure 
indemnified for their former sufierings. Yet he ascribed every 
thing to the goodness of Caesar; and it was no small gratifica- 
tion to the latter to find, on his return through Italy, not only 
Brutus himself, but all the cities under his command, ready 
to attend his progress, and industrious to do him honour. 

As there were several prsetorships vacant, it was the general 
opinion, that the chief of them, which is the praetorship of the 
city, would be conferred either on Brutus or on Cassius. Some 
say that this competition heightened the variance that had al- 
ready taken place between Brutus and Cassius; for there was 
a misunderstanding between them, though Cassius was allied 
to Brutus by marrying his sister Junia. Others say that this 
competition was a political manoeuvre of Caesar's, who had en- 
couraged it by favouring both their hopes in private. Be that 
as it may, Brutus had little more than the reputation of his 
virtue to set against the gallant actions performed by Cassius 
in the Parthian war. Caesar weighed the merits of each ; and, 
after consulting with his friends, — ^^ Cassius," he said, " has 
the better title to it, notwithstanding Brutus must have the 
first praetorship." Another praetorship was, therefore, given 
to Cassius; but he was not so much obliged by this, as of- 
fended by the loss of the first. Brutus had, or at least might 
have had, equal influence with Caesar in every thing else; he 
might have stood the first in authority and interest, but he was 
drawn ofl* by Cassius' party. Not that he was perfectly recon- 
ciled to Cassius since the competition for the praetorial ap- 
pointments; but he listened to his friends, who were perpetu- 
ally advising him not to be soothed or cajoled by Caesar, but 
to reject the civilities of a tyrant, whose object was not to re- 
ward, but to disarm his virtue. On the other hand, Caesar had 
his suspicions, and Brutus hif accusers; yet the former thought 
he had less to fear from his spirit, his authority, and his con- 
nections, than he had to hope from his honesty. When he was 
told that Antony and Dolaoella had some dangerous conspi- 
racy on foot, — " It is not," said he, " the sleek and fat men that 
I fear, but the pale and the lean ;" meaning Brutus and Cassius. 
Afterwards, when he was advised to beware of Brutus, he laid 
his hand upon his breast, and said, — " Do not you think, then, 
that Brutus will wait till I have done with this poor body?" 
«^ If ho thought Brutus the ouVy pToipiit^^xsowXa ^vi<\ceed him 
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m his immense power. Indeed, it is extremely probable that 
Brutus would have been the first man in Rome, could he have 
had patience awhile to be the second, and have waited till time 
had wasted the power of Caesar, and dimmed the lustre of his 
great actions. But Cassius, a man of violent passions, and an 
enemy to Caesar, rather from personal than political hatred, 
still urged him against the dictator. It was universally said, 
that Brutus hated the imperial power, and that Cassius hated 
the emperor. Cassius, indeed, pretended that Caesar had in- 
jured him. HeWmplained that the lions which he had pro- 
cured when he was nominated aedile, and which he had sent 
to Mcgara, Caesar had taken, and converted to his own uso« 
having found them there when that city was taken by Calanus. 
Those lions, it is said, were very fatal to the inhabitants; for, 
as soon as their city was taken, they opened their dens and un- 
chained them in the streets, that they might stop the irruption 
of the enemy ; but, instead of that, they fell upon the citizens, 
and tore them in such a manner that tfieir very enemies were 
struck with horror. Some say that this was the principal mo- 
tive with Cassius for conspiring against Caesar; but they were 
strangely mistaken. Cassius had a natural aversion to the 
whole race of tyrants, which he showed, even when he was at 
school with Faustus the son of S^lla. When Faustus was 
boasting among the boys of the unlimited power of his father, 
Cassius rose and struck him on the face. The friends and tu- 
tors of Faustus would have taken upon themselves to punish 
the insult; but Pomp^y prevented it, and sending for the boys, 
examined them himself. Upon which Cassius said, — ^''Come 
along, Faustus! repeat, if you dare, before Pompey, the ex- 
pressions which provoked me, that I may punisn you in the 
same manner.'' Such was the disposition of Cassius. 

But Brutus was animated to this undertaking by the per- 
suasions of his friends, by private intimations and anonymous 
letters. Under the statue of his ancestor, who destroyed the 
Tarquins, was placed a paper with these words: — O that we 
had a Brutus now ! Othat Brutus were now alive .'His own 
tribunal, on which he sat as praetor, wastsontinually filled with 
buch inscriptions as these: — Brutus^ thou steepest! thou art 
not a true Brutus! The sycophants of Caesar were the occa- 
sion of this; for, amongst other invidious distinctions which 
they paid him, they crowned his statues by night, that the peo- 
ple might salute him king, instead of dictator. However, it 
nad a contrary effect, as I nave shown more at large in the life 
of Caesar. 

When Cassius solicited his friends to engage in the conspi- 
racy, thev all consented on condition th«l ftxwVxvs^ ^NWi^^ v:^^ 
tlie lead. 'They concluded that \t waa not %\x«cw^ ^S.XvwS^'^ ^^ 
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resolution that they wanted, but the countenance of a man & 
reputation, to preside at this sacrifice, and to justify the deed 
They were sensible that, without him, they should neither pro 
ceed with spirit, nor escape suspicion when they had effected 
their purpose. The world, they knew, would conclude, that 
if the action had been honourable, Brutus would not have re- 
fused to engage in it. Cassius having considered thc^e things, 
determined to pay Brutus the first visit after the quarrel that 
had been between them; and as soon as the compliments of 
reconciliation were over, he asked him, — ** Whether he in- 
tended to be in the senate on the calends of March ; for it was 
reported," he said, " that Caesar's friends designed to move 
that he should be declared king?" Brutus answered, — *^ He 
should not be there;" and Cassius replied, — ^'^But what if 
they should send for us?" " It would then," said Brutus, 
" be my dutv, not only to speak against it, but to sacrifice my 
life for the liberties of Rome." Cassius, encouraged by this 
proceeded, — " But what Roman will bear to see you die? Do 
not you know yourself, Brutus? Think you that those in- 
scriptions you found on your tribunal were placed there by 
weavers and victuallers, and not by the first men in Rome? 
From other praetors they look for presents, and shows, and 
gladiators ; but from you they expect the abolition of tyranny, 
as a debt which your family has entailed upon you. They 
are readv to suffer every thing on your account, if you are 
really what you ought, and what they expect you to be." Af- 
ter this he embraced Brutus, and, being perfectly reconciled, 
they retired to their respective friends. 

In Pompey's party there was one Quintus Ligarius, whom 
Caesar had pardoned, though he had borne arms against him. 
This man, less grateful for the pardon he had received, than 
offended with the power which made him stand in need of it, 
hated Caesar, but was the intimate friend of Brutus. The lat- 
ter one day visited him, and finding him not well, said, — " O 
Ligarius! what a time is this to be sick?" Upon which he 
raised himself on his elbow, and, taking Brutus by the hand, 
answered, — ^** If Brutus has any design worthy of himself, Li- 
garius is well." They now tried the inclinations of all they 
could trust, and took into the conspiracy not only their fami- 
liar friends, but such as they knew to be brave, and above the 
fear of death. For this reason, though they had the greatest 
regard for Cicero, and the utmost confidence in his principles 
as a republican, they concealed the conspiracy from him, lest 
his natural timidity, and the weariness of age, should retard 
those measures which required the most resolute despatch. 
Brutus f'rkewise thought proper to leave his friends, Stati 
Jws and Fstvonius, the followers ol Calo, f>\xX. ol \h\^ t.^ti'&^vc^ev 
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He had tried their sentiments, under the colour of a philoso- 
phical dispute; in which Favonius observed, that the worst 
absolute government was preferable to a civil war: and Stati- 
lius added, that it became no wise man to expose himself to 
foar and danger, on account of the faults and follies of others. 
But Labeo, who was present, contradicted both. And Brutu?, 
though he was then silent, as if the dispute had been difficult 
to determine, afterwards communicated the. design to Labeo, 
who readily concurred in it. It was then agreeato gain over 
the other Brutus, surnamed Albinus, who, though not distin- 
guished by his personal courage, was of consequence, an ac- 
count of the great number of gladiators he bred for the public 
shows, and the entire confidence that Csesar placed in hrm. To 
the solicitations of Cassius and Labeo he made no answer: but 
when he came privately to Brutus, and found that he was at 
the head of the conspiracy, fie made no scruple of joining them. 
The name of Brutus drew in many more of the most consi- 
derable persons of the state; and though they had entered into 
no oath of secrecy, they kept the design so close, thaty notwith- 
standing the gods themselves denoupced the event by a va- 
riety ofprodigies, no one would give credit to the conspiracy. 
Brutus now felt his consequence lie heavy upon him. The 
safety of some of the greatest men in Rome depended on his- 
conduct, and he coulcTnot think of the danger they were to 
encounter without anxiety. In public, indeed, he suppressed 
his uneasiness; but at home, ana especially by night, ne was 
not the same man. Sometimes he would start from his sleepy 
at others he was totally immersed in thought. From which, 
and the like circumstances, it was obvious to hrs wife, that he 
was revolving in his mind some difficult and dangerous enters- 
prise. Porcia, as we before observed, was the" daughter of 
Cato. She was married to her cousin Brutus very young*, 
though she was a widow, and had a son named Bibulus after 
his father. There is a small tract of his stitl extant, called 
Memoirs of Brutus. Porcia added to the affection of a wife 
the prudence of a woman who was not unacotiainted with 
philosophy ; and she resolved not to inquire into ner husband's 
secrets before she had made the following trial of her own 
firmness: — She ordered all her attendants out of her apart- 
ment, and with a small knife, gave herself a deep wound in 
the thigh. This occasioned a great effusion ofblood, extreme 
pain, and a fever in consequence of that pwifn. Brutus was 
extremely afflicted for her, and as he attended herj in the 
height of her pain, she thus spoke to himr — ^'^Bnitus, when 
you married the daughter of Cato, you did nojt, I presume^ 
consider her merely as a female con\\)^v\\OTv,\»\ «& ^^ ^^\Vw«t 
of your fortunes. You, indeed, Viave ^w«i^ tq» tw^ x^-^^^ ^»^ 
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repent my marriage ; but what proof, cither of affection or 
fidelity, can you receive from me, if I may neither share in 
your secret griefs, nor in your secret councils? 1 am sensible 
that secrecy is not the cnaracteristic virtue of my sex: but 
surely our natural weakness may be strengthened by a vir- 
tuous education, and by honourable connections; and Porcia 
can boast that she is the daughter of Cato, and the wife of 
Brutus. Yet even in these distinctions I placed no absolute 
contidence till I tried and found that I was proof against pain." 
When she had said this, she showed him her wound, and in- 
formed him of her motives; upon which Brutus was so struck 
with her magnanimity, that, with lifted hands, he entreated the 
gods to favour 'lis enterprise, and enable him to approve him- 
self worthy of Porcia. lie then took every means to cure her 
wound and restore her health. 

A meeting of the senate being appointed, at which Caesar 
was expected to attend, that was thought a proper time for the 
execution of their design. For then they could not only ap- 
pear together without suspicion; but, as some of the most 
considerable persons in the commonwealth would be present, 
they flattcrecl themselves that, as soon as the deed was done, 
they would join in asserting the common liberty. The place, 
too, where tne senate was to meet, seemed providentially fa- 
vourable for their purpose. It was a portico adjoining to the 
theatre; and in the midst of a saloon, furnished with benches, 
stood a stiitue of Pompey, which had been erected to him b\ 
the commonwealth, when he adorned that part of the city with 
those buildings. Here the senate was convened on the ides 
of March; and it seemed as if some god should bring Caesar 
to this place to revenge upon him the death of Pompey. 

When the day came, Brutus went out, and took with him a 
dagger, which last circumstance was known only to his wife. 
The rest met at the house of Cassius, and conducted his son, 
who was that day to put on the ioga viriliSyXo the/oru7n ; from 
whence they proceeded to Pompey's portico, and waited for 
Caesar. Any one that had been privy to the design of the con- 
spirators, would here have been astonished at their calm and 
consistent firmness. Many of them were praetors, and obliged 
by their bffice to hear and determine causes. These they heard 
with so much calmness, and decided with so much accuracy, 
that one could not have supposed there had been any thing 
else upon their minds; and when a certain person appealed 
from tne judgement of Brutus to Caesar, Brutus looking round 
on the assembly said, — Csesar neither doen^ nor sh alt hinder 
'me from acting agreeably to the laws. Nevertheless they 
were disturhec] by many accidents. Though the day was far 
spent, siHl Caesar did not coiue^ Witvij^ ^4\a!vEv^<i V^^ VvU wif« 
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and the soothsayers, on account of defects in the sacrifices. 
In the mean time a person came up to Casca, one of the con- 
spiratdrs, -and taking him by the hand, — ^^ You concealed 
the thing from me/* said he, " but Brutus has told me all/' / 
Casca expressed his surprise; upon which the other said, 
laughing, — " How came you to be so rich of a sudden as to 
stand for the aedileship/' So near was the great secret being 
blown by the ambiguity of this man's discourse! At the same 
time, Popilius Laena, a senator, after saluting Brutus and Cas- 
sius in a ver)^ obliging manner, said, in a whisper, — "My best 
wishes are with you; out make no delay; for it is no\ir no se- 
cret." After saying this, he immediately went away, and left 
them in great consternation; for they concluded that every 
thing was discovered. Soon after this a messenger came run- 
ning from Brutus' house, and told him that his wife was dying. 
Porcia had been under extreme anxiety, and in great agita- 
tions about the event. At every little noise or voice she heard, 
she started up and ran to the door, like one of the fyantic 
priestesses of Bacchus, inquiring of every one that came from 
the Jorum f what Brutus was doing. She sent messenger after 
messenger to make the same inquiries; and being unable any 
longer to support the agitations of her mind, she, at length, 
fainted away. She had not time to retire to her chamber. As 
she sat in the middle of the house, her spirits failed, her colour 
changed, and she lost her senses and her speech. Her women 
shrieked, the neighbours ran to their assistance, and a report 
was soon spread through the city, that Porcia was dead. 
However, by the care of those that were about her, she reco- 
vered in a little time. Brutus was ereatly distressed with the 
news, and not without reason ; but his private grief gave way 
to the public concern: for it was now reported that Caesar was 
coming on a litter. The ill omen of his sacrifices had deterred 
him from entering on business of importance, and he proposed 
to defer it under a pretence of indisposition. As soon as he 
came out of the litter, Popilius Laena, who, a little before, had 
wished Brutus success, went up, and spoke to him for a con- 
siderable time; Caesar all the while stanciing, and seeming very 
attentive. The conspirators not being able to hear what he 
said, suspected, from what passed between him and Brutus, 
that he was now making a discoyery of their design. This 
disconcerted them extremely, and looking upon each other, 
they agreed, by the silent language of the countenance, that 
they should not stay to be taken, but despatch themselves. 
With this intent, Cassius and some others were just about to 
draw their daggers from under their robes, when Brutus, ob- 
serving from tfie looks and gestures of L»i\^,\.Vv^\.\v^ v<^b&\fc- 
titioning; and not accusing, eDcouTftg|bd Cmv>x% Vj ^^ ^siw^^^ 
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fulness of his countenance. This was the only way by which 
he could communicate his sentiments, being surrounded by 
many who were strangers to the conspiracy. Lsena, after a 
little while, kissed CsBsar's hand, and left him; and it plainly 
appeared, upon the whole, that he had been speaking about 
his own affairs. 

The senate was already seated, and the conspirators got 
close about Caesar's chair, under pretence of preferring a suit 
to him. Cassius turned his face to Pompey^s statue, and in- 
voked it, as if it had been sensible of his prayers. Trebonius 
kept Antony in conversation without the court And now 
Caesar entered, and the whole senate rose to salute him. The 
conspirators crowded around him, and sent Tullius Cimber, 
one of their number, to solicit the recall of his brother, who 
was banished. They all united in the solicitation, took hold 
of Caesar's hand, and J^issed his head and his breast. He re- 
jected their applications, and, finding that they would not de- 
sist, at length rose from his seat in anger. Tullius, upon this, 
laid hold of his robe, and pulled it from his shoulders. Casca, 
who stood behind, gave him the first, though but a slight 
wound, with his dagger, near the shoulder. Caesar caught the 
handle of the dagger, and said in Latin, — ^''Villain! Casca! 
What dost thou mean?" Casca, in Greek, called his brother 
to his assistance. Caesar was wounded by numbers almost at 
the same instant, and looked round him for some way to es- 
cape; but when he saw the dagger of Brutus pointed against 
him, he let go Casca's hand, and, covering his head with his 
robe, resigned himself to their swords. The conspirators 
pressed so eagerly to stab him, that they wounded eacn other. 
Brutus, in attempting to have his share in the sacrifice, re- 
ceived a wound in his hand, and all of them were covered 
with blood. 

Caesar thus slain, Brutus stepped forward into the middle of 
the. senate-house, and, proposing to make a speech, desired the 
senators to stay. They fled, however, with the utmost preci- 
pitation, though no one pursued; for the conspirators had no 
design on any life but Caesar's; and, that taken away, they in- 
vited the rest to liberty. Indeed, all but Brutus were of opi- 
nion that Antony should fall with Caesar. They considered 
him as an insolent man, who, in his principles, favoured mo 
narchy, and who had made himself popular in the army. 
Moreover, beside his natural disposition to despotism, he had 
at this time the consular power, and was the colleague of Cae- 
sar. Brutus, on the other hand, alleged the injustice of such 
a measure^ and suggested the possibility of Antony's change 
of principle. He thought it far from being improbable, that, 
after the destruction of Caesar, a m^iu ^o ^^^^vocvately fond of 
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elory should be inspired, by an emulation, to join in restonng 
uie commonwealth. Thus Antony was savedf; though, in the 

feneral consternation, he fled in the disguise of a plebeian. 
Irutus and his party betook themselres to the Capitol; and, 
showing their bloody hands and naked swords, proclaimed 
liberty to the people as they passed. At first all was lamenta- 
tion, distraction, and tumult; but, as no further violence was 
committed, the senators and the people recovered their appre- 
hensions, and went in a body to the conspirators in the Capi- 
tol. Brutus made a popular speech, adapted to the occasion: 
and, this being well received, tne conspirators were encouraged 
to come down into the forum. The rest were undistinguished : 
but persons of the first quality attended Brutus, conducted 
him with great honour from the Capitol, and placed him in 
the rostrum. At the sight of Brutus, the populace, though 
disposed to tumult, were struck with reverence; and, when ne 
began to speak, they attended with silence. It soon appeared, 
however, that it was not the action, but the man, they respect- 
ed; for when Cinna spoke, and accused Caesar, they loaded 
him with the most opprobrious language, and became so out- 
rageous, that the conspirators thought proper once more to re- 
tire into the Capitol. Brutus now expected to be besieged ; 
and, therefore, dismissed the principal people that attended 
him ; because he thought it unreasonable that they, who had 
no concern in the action, should be exposed to the danger that 
followed it. Next day the senate assembled in the temple of 
Tellus; and Antony, Plancus, and Cicero, in their resjjective 
speeches, persuaded and prevailed on the people to forget what 
was past Accordingly, the conspirators were not only par- 
doned, but it was decreed that the consuls should take into 
consideration what honours and dignities were proper to be 
conferred upon them. After this the senate broke up; and 
Antony, having sent his son as a hostage to the Capitol, 
Brutus and his party came down, and mutual compliments 
passed between them. Cassius was invited to sup with An- 
tony, Brutus with Lepidus, and the rest were entertained by 
their respective frienas. 

Early next morning, the senate assembled again, and voted 
thanks to Antony for preventing a civil war; as well as to 
Brutus and his party, for their services to the commonwealth. 
The latter had also provinces distributed amongst them. Crete 
was allotted to Brutus, Africa to Cassius, Asia to Trebonius, 
Bithynia to Cimber, and the other Brutus had that part of 
Gaul which lies upon the Po. 

Caesar's will and his funeral came next in question. An- 
tony proposed that the will should be re^A vcv'^viJ^\^\^^^'^?^ 
the funeral sliould not be Drivale, or YiV^aoX. y^q^^x tsv^^^jjc^- 
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cence, lest such treatment should exasperate the people. Cas- 
sius strongly opposed this; hut Brutus agreed to it: and here 
he fell into a second error. His preservation of so formida- 
hle an enemy as Antony was a mistaken thinjg; but his giving 
up the management of Caesar's funeral to him was an irrepa- 
rable fault The publication of the will had an immediate 
tendency to inspire the people with a passionate re^t for the 
death of Csesar; for he nad left to eacn Roman citizen seven- 
ty-five drachmas, beside the public use of his gardens be- 
yond the Tiber, where now tne temple of Fortune stands. 
When the body was brought into the/arum, and Antony spoke 
the usual funeral eulogium, as he perceived the people anect- 
ed by his speech, he endeavourea still more to work upon 
their passions by unfolding the bloody garment of Caesar; 
showing them in how many places it was pierced, and point- 
ing out the number of his wounds. This threw every thing 
into confusion. Some called aloud to kill the murderers; 
others, as was formerly done in the case of that seditious de- 
magogue Clodius, snatched the benches and tables from the 
neighbouring shops, and erected a pile for the body of Caesar, 
in the midst of consecrated places and surrounding temples. 
As soon as the pile was in flames, the people, crowding trom 
all parts, snatched the half-burnt brands, and ran round the 
city to fire the houses of the conspirators; but they were on 
their guard against such an assault, and prevented the effects. 
There was a poet named Cinna, who had no concern in the 
conspiracy, but was rather a friend of Caesar's. This man 
dreamed that Caesar invited him to supper, and that, when he 
declined the invitation, he took him by the hand, and con- 
strained him to follow him into a dark and deep place, which 
he entered with the utmost horror. The agitation of his spirits 
threw him into a fever, which lasted the remaining part of the 
night. In the morning, however, when Caesar was to be in- 
terred, he was ashamed of absenting himself from the solem- 
nity: he, therefore, mingled with the multitude that had just 
been enraged by the speech of Antony; and, being unfortu- 
nately mistaken for that Cinna, who had before inveighed 
against Caesar, he was torn to pieces. This, more than any 
thing, except Antony's change of conduct, alarmed Brutus and 
his party. They now thought it necessary to consult their 
safety, and retired to Antium. Here they sat down, with an 
intent to return as soon as the popular fury should subside; 
and for this, considering the inconstancy pf the multitude, 
they concluded that they should not have long to wart. The 
senate, moreover, was in their interest; and, though they did 
not punish the murderers of Cinna, they caused strict inquiry 
to be made after those who attempted XoWxtiXJcv^Vvc^wses of the 
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conspirators. Antony^ too^ became obnoxious to the people; 
for tney suspected him of erecting another kind of monarchy. 
The return of Brutus was consequently wished for; and as he 
was to exhibit shows and games in his capacity as praetor, it 
was expected. Brutus, however, had received intelligence 
that several of Caesar's old soldiers, to whom he had distri- 
buted lands and colonies, had stolen, by small parties, into 
Rome, and that they lay in wait for him : he, therefore, did 
not think proper to come himself. Notwithstanding which, 
Uie shows that were exhibited on his account were extremely 
magnificent; for he had bought a considerable number of wild 
beasts, and ordered that they should all be reserved for that 
purpose. He went himself as far as Naples to collect a num- 
ber of comedians; and, being informed of one Canutius, who 
was much admired upon the stage, he desired his friends to 
use all their interest to bring him to Rome. Canutius was a 
Grecian ; and Brutus, therefore, thought that no compulsion 
should be used. He wrote likewise to Cicero, and oegged 
that he would, by all means, be present at the public shows. 

Such was the situation of his affairs, when, on the arrival of 
Octavius at Rome, things took another turn. He was son to 
the sister of Caesar, who had adopted and appointed him his 
heir. He was pursuing his sti:dies at Apollonia, and in ex- 
pectation of meeting Csesar there on his intended expedition 
against the Parthians, at the time when Csesar was slain. Upon 
hearing of this event, he immediately came to Rome, anc^ to 
ingratiate himself with the people, assumed the name of 
Caesar. By punctually distributing amongst the citizens the 
money that was left tnem by his uncle, he soon took the lead 
of Antony; and, by his liberality to the soldiers, he brought 
over to his party the greatest number of those who had serv- 
ed under Caesar. Cicero, likewise, who hated Antony, joined 
his interest And this was so much resented by.Brutiis, that, 
in his letters, he reproached him in the severest terms ?t—" He 
perceived," he said, ^^ that Cicero was tame enough tp bear a 
tyrant, and was only afraid of the tyrant that hated hiin ; that 
his compliments to 'Octavius were meant to purchase an easy 
slavery: but our ancestors," said Brutus, "scorned to bear 
even a gentle master." He & jded, that " as to the measures 
of peace or war, he was undetermined; but in one thing he 
was resolved, which was, never to be a slave P^ He expressed 
his surprise, " that Cicero should prefer an infamous accom- 
modation even to the dangers of civil war; and that the only 
fruits he expected from destroying the t3rranny of Antony, 
should be the establishment of a new tyrant in Octavius." 
Such was the spirit of his first letters. , ^ 

The city was now divided inlo two iai.OaBtA\ vsww^ Sjsvsas^ 
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290 BRUTUS. 

Caesar, others remained with Antony, and the army was sold 
to the best bidder. Brutus, of course, despaired of any de- 
sirable event; and, being resolved to leave Italy, he went by 
land to Lucania, and came to the maritime town of Elea. 
Porcia^ being to return from thence to Rome, endeavoured, as 
well as possiole, to conceal the sorrow that oppressed her: but, 
notwithstanding her magnanimity, a picture which she found 
there betrayed ner distress. The subject was the parting of 
Hector and Andromache. He was represented dehvering his 
son Astyanax into her arms, and the eyes of Andromache were 
fixed upon him. The resemblance Uiat this picture bore to 
her own distress, made her burst into tears the moment she 
beheld it; and several times she visited the melancholy em- 
blem, to gaze upon it, and weep before it On this occasion, 
Acilius, one of Brutus' friends, repeated that passage in Ho- 
mer, where Andromache says, — 

Yet while my Hector still sunrives, I see. 
My father, mother, brethren, all in tbee.^ 

To which Brutus replied, with a smile, — ^* But I must not an- 
swer Porcia as Hector did Andromache: — 

*' Hasten to thy tasks at home. 



There g^ide the spindle, and direct the loom.t 

^^ She has not personal strength, indeed, to sustain the toils we 
undergo : but her spirit is not less active in the cause of her 
country." This anecdote we have from Bibulus the son of 
Porcia. 

From Elea Brutus sailed for Athens, where he was received 
with high applause, and invested with public honours. There 
he took up nis residence with a particular friend, and attended 
the lectures of Theomnestus the Academic, and Cratippus the 
Peripatetic; devoting himself wholly to literary pursuits. Yet, 
in this unsuspected state, he was privately preparing for war. 
He despatched Herostratus into Macedonia to gain the prin- 
cipal officers in that province; and he secured, by his Kind- 
ness, all the young Romans who were students then at Athens. 
Amongst these was the son of Cicero, on whom he bestowed 
the highest encomiums; and said, that he could never cease 
admiring the spirit of that youns man, who bore such a mor- 
tal hatred to tyrants. 

At length ne beean to act more publicly; and being in- 
formed that some otthe Roman ships, laden with money, were 
returning from Asia, under the command of a man of honour, 
a friend of his, he met him at Carystus, a city of Euboea. 
There he had a conference with him, and requested that he 

♦Pope, ^'WA. 
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would give up the ships. By the by, it happened to be Bru- 
tus' birth-day, on which occasion he gave a splendid entertain- 
ment, and wnile they were drinking Victory to Brutus and 
Liberty to Rome^ to encourage the cause, he called for a larger 
bowl. While he held it in his hand, without any visible rela- 
tion to the subject they were upon, he pronounced this verse : — 

My fall was doomed by Phcebus and by Fate. 

Some historians say that Jjpollo was the word he gave his 
soldiers in the last battle at Pnilippi ; and, of course concluded 
that this exclamation was a presage of his defeat. Antistius, 
the commander of the ships, gave him five hundred thousand 
drachmas of the money he was carrying to Italy. The re- 
mains of Pompey's army that was scattered about Thessaly 
readily joined his standard; and besides these he took five 
hundred horse, whom Cinna was conducting to Dolabella in 
Asia. He then sailed to Demetrias, and seized a large quan- 
tity of arms, which Julius Caesar had provided for the rarthian 
war, and which were now to be sent to Antony. Macedonia 
was delivered up to him by Hortensius the praetor; and all the 
neighbouring princes readily ofiered their assistance. When 
news was received that Caius, the brother of Antony, had 
marched through Italy, to join the forces under Gabinius in 
Dyrrhachium and Apol Ionia, Brutus determined to seize them 
before he arrived, and made a forced march with such troops 
as were at hand. The way was rugged, and the snows were 
deep; but he moved with such expedition, that his suttlers 
were left a lone way behind. When he had almost reached 
Dyrrhachium, he was seized with the disorder called Bulimiaj 
or violent hunger, occasioned by cold and fatigue. This dis- 
order affects both men and cattle after fatigues in the snow. 
Whether it is that perspiration being prevented by the ex- 
treme cold, the vital heat is confiiyBd, and more immediately 
consumes the aliment; or that a keen and subtile vapour, rising 
from the melted snow, penetrates the body, and destroys the 
heat, by expelling it through the pores; for the sweatings seem 
to arise from the heat contending with the cold^ which being 
repelled by the latter, the vapoury steam is difiused over tiie 
surface of the body. But or this I have treated more largely 
in another place. Brutus growing very faint, and no provi* 
sions being at hand, his servants were forced to go to Uie gates 
of the enemy, and beg bread of the sentinels. When they 
were informed of the distress of Brutus, they brought, him 
meat and drink in their own hands; and in return lor their 
humanity, when he had taken the city, he showed kvcw^xsK^a^ 
both to them and to the rest of the \iv\v^\\»xl\2u 

TTAen Cuus arrived in Apo\\on\iL,Yift %xxTKm«ii%.^ '^o^- 
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diers that were quartered near the city to join him; but find* 
ing that they were all with Brutus, and suspecting that those 
in ApoUonia faroured the same party, he went to Buthrotus. 
Brutus, however, found means to destroy three of his cohorts 
in their march. Caius, after this, attempted to seize some 
posts near By His, but was routed in a set oattle by young Ci- 
cero, to whom Brutus had given the command of the army on 
tiiat occasion, and whose conduct he made use of frequently, 
and with success. Caius was soon after surprised in a marsh, 
from whence he had no means to escape; and Brutus finding 
him in his power, surrounded him with his cavalrv, and gave 
orders that none of his men should be killed ; for he expected 
that they would quickly join him of their own accord. As 
he expected, it came to pass. They surrendered both them- 
selves and their generals; so that Brutus had now a very re- 
spectable army. He treated Caius for a long time with all pos- 
sible respect; nor did he divest him of any ensiens of dijgni- 
ty that he bore, thoueh it is said that he received letters from 
several persons at Rome, and particularly from Cicero, ad 
vising him to put him to death. At length, however, when 
he found that ne was secretly practising with his officers, and 
exciting seditions among the soldiers, lie put him on board 
a ship, and kept him close prisoner. The soldiers that he 
had corrupted retired into Apollonia, from whence they sent 
to Brutus, that if he would come to them there, they would 
return to their duty. Brutus answered, — ^^ That this was not 
the custom of the Romans, but that those who had ofiended 
should come in person to their general, and solicit his forgive- 
ness." This they did, and were accordingly pardoned. 

He was now preparing to go into Asia, when he was in- 
formed of a change in affairs at Rome. Young Caesar, sup- 
ported by the senate, had got the better of Antony, and driven 
Kim out of Italy ; but, at the same time, he began to be no less 
formidable himself; for he solicited the consulship contrary 
to law, and kept in pay an unnecessary army. Consequently, 
the senate, though tney at first supported, were now dissatis- 
fied with his measures. And as they began to cast their 
eyes on Brutus, and decreed or confirmed several provinces 
to him, Caesar was under some apprehensions. He, therefore, 
despatched messengers to Antony, and desired that a recon- 
ciliation might take place. After this he drew up his army 
around the city, and carried the consulship, though but a boy, 
in his twentieth year, as he tells us in his Commentaries. He 
was no sooner consul than he ordered a judicial process to 
issue against Brutus and his accomplices, for murdering the 
first magistrate in Rome, without trial or condemnation. Lu« 
ejus CoraiGcias was appointed to ^ccw^ ^x>\\.>xa.) v(x^M»s^vi« 
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Aerippa accused Cassius; neither of whom appearing^ the 
juages were obli^d to pass sentence against botn. It is said, 
that when the crier, as usual, cited Brutus to appear, the peo- 

Sle could not suppress their si^hsj and persons of the first 
istinction heard it in silent dejection. Publius Silicius was 
observed to burst into tears ; and this was the cause why he 
was afterwards proscribed. The triumviri, Caesar, Antony, 
and Lepidus, bemff now reconciled, divided the provinces 
amongst them, and settled that list of murder, in which two 
hundred citizens, and Cicero amongst the rest, were pro- 
scribed. 

When the report of these proceedings was brought into 
Macedonia, Brutus found himself under a necessity of send- 
ing orders td Hortensius to kill Caius, the brother of Antony, 
in revenge of the death of Cicero his friend, and Brutus Al- 
binus his kinsman, who were slain. This was the reason why 
Antony, when he had taken Hortensius at the battle of Phi- 
lippi, slew him upon his brother's tomb. Brutus says, that 
he was more ashamed of the cause of Cicero's death than 
grieved at the event ; while he saw Rome enslaved more by 
her own fault, than by the fault of her tjrrants, and continue a 
tame spectator of such scenes as ought not to have been heard 
of without horror. 

The army of Brutus was now considerable, and he ordered 
its route into Asia, while a fleet was preparing in Bithynia 
and at Cyzicus. As he marched by land, he settled the affairs 
of the cities, and gave audience to the princes of those coun- 
tries through which he passed. He sent orders to Cassius, 
who was in Syria, to ^ve up his intended journey into Egypt, 
and join him. On this occasion he tells him, that their col- 
lecting forces to destroy the tyrants was not to secure an em- 
pire to themselves, but to deliver their fellow-citizens; that 
they should never forget this great object of their undertak- 
ing, but, adhering to their first intentions, keep Italy within 
their eye, and hasten to rescue their country from oppression. 

Cassius, accordingly, set out to join him; and Brutus, at 
the same time, making some progress to meet him, their in- 
terview was at Smyrna. Till this meeting they had not seen 
each other since they parted at the Piraeus of Athens, when 
Cassius set out for Syria, and Brutus for Macedonia. The 
forces they had respectively collected gave them great joy, 
and made them confident of success. From Italy they nad 
fled, like solitary exiles, without money, without arms, with- 
out a ship, a soldier, or a town to fly to. Yet now, in so short 
a time, they found themselves supplied with shipping and mo* 
ney, with an army of horse and fool, «ivd vci ^ ^ox\cl\>l\wi ^S. ^^'^'" 
tending* for the empire of Rome. CaaaVut^Mi tko\«»^t^'s^'^^*'^ 
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to Brutus than Brutus was to him; but the latter would gene- 
rally wait upon him, as he was the older man, and of a feebler 
constitution. Cassius was esteemed an able soldier, but of a 
fiery disposition, and ambitious to command rather by fear 
than affection; though, at the same time, with his familiar ac- 
quaintance, he was easy in his manners, and fond of raillery to 
excess. Brutus, on account of his virtue, was respected b)^ the 
people, beloved by his friends, admired by men of principle, 
and not hated even by hb enemies. He was mild in his temper, 
and had a sreatness of mind that was superior to anger, ava- 
rice, and the love of pleasure. He was firm and inflexible in 
his opinions, and zealous in every pursuit where justice or ho- 
pour were concerned. The people had the highest opinion of his 
inte^itv and sincerity in every undertaking, and this naturally 
inspirea them with confidence and affection. Even Pompey 
the Great had hardly ever so much credit with them ; for wno- 
f&ver imagined, that if he had conquered Caesar, he would have 
submitted to the laws, and would not have retained his power 
under the title of consul or dictator, or some more specious 
and popular name? Cassius, on the contrary, a man of violent 
passions and rapacious avarice, was suspected of exposing him- 
self to toil and danger, rather from a thirst of power, than an 
attachment to the liberties of his country. The tormer disturb- 
ers of the commonwealth, Cinna, and Marius, and Carbo, evi- 
dently set their country at a stake for the winner, and hardly 
scrupled to own that they fought for empire. But the very 
enemies of Brutus never cnargenim with this. Even Antony 
has been heard to sav, that Brutus was the only conspirator 
who had the sense of honour and justice for his motive, and 
that the rest were wholly actuated by malice or envy. It is 
clear, too, from what Brutus himself says, that he finally and 
principally relied on his own virtue. Thus, he writes to At- 
ticus immediately before an en^gement, — ^^ That his affairs 
were in the most desirable situation imaginable; for that either 
he should conquer and restore liberty to Rome, or die and be 
free from slavery; that every thing else was reduced to cer- 
tainty: and that this only remained a question, Whether they 
should live or die free men?*' He adds, " That Mark Antony 
was properly punished for his folly; who, when he might have 
ranked with tne Bruti, the Cassii, and Catos, chose rather to 
be the underling of Octavius; and that if he did not fall in the 
approaching battle, they would very soon be at variance with 
each other." In which he seems to have been a true prophet. 
Whilst they were at Smyrna, Brutus desired Cassius to let 
him have part of the vast treasure he had collected, because 
his own was chiefly expended in eauipping a fleet to gain the 
superiority at sea. But the Irieiias ol C^vaa ^.dvUed him 
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aeainst this; alleging that it would be absurd to give Brutus 
mat money which he had saved with so much frugality, ai^d 
acquired with so much envy, merely that Brutus roignt in- 
crease his popularity, by distributing it amongst tlie saldiers. 
Cassius, however, gave him a third of what he had, and then 
ihey parted for their respective commands. Cassius behaved 
with great severity on the taking of Rhodes; though, wlien he 
fintt entered the city, and was saluted with the title of king 
and master, he answered, — ^^ That he was neither their king 
nor their master, but the destroyer of him who would have 
been both.'' Brutus demanded supplies of men and money 
from the Lycians; but Naucrates, an orator, persuaded the 
cities to rebel, and some of the inhabitants posted themselves 
on the hills, with an intent to oppose the passage of Brutus. 
Brutus, at first, despatched a par^y of horse, which surprised 
them at dinner, ana killed six hundred of them. But after- 
wards, when he had taken the adjacent towns and villages, he 
gave up the prisoners without ransom, and hoped to gain them 
to his party oy clemency. Their former sufiering^, nowever, 
made them reject his humanity, and those that still resisted^ 
being driven into the city of Xanthus, were there besieged. 
As a river ran close hy the town, sevend attempted to escape 
by swimming and diving; but they were prevented by nets let 
down for that purpose, which had little bells at the top to give 
notice when any one was taken. The Xanthians afterwards 
made a sally in the night, and set fire to several of the batter- 
ing engines; but they were perceived and driven back by the 
Romans: at the same time, the violence of the winds dfrove 
the flames on the city, so that several houses near the battle- 
ments took fire. Brutus being apprehensive iJiat the whole 
city would be destroyed, sent his own soldiers to assist the in- 
hanitants in quenching the fire. But the Lycians were seized 
with incredible despair, a kind of phrensy, which can no other- 
wise be described' than by calling it a passionate desire of 
death. Women and children, freemen and slaves, people ot 
all ages and conditions, strove to repulse the soldiers as they 
came to their assistance from the walls. With their own hancu 
they collected wood and reeds, and all manner of combusti- 
bles, to spread the fire over the city, and encouraged its pro- 
gress by every means in their power. Thus assisted, the 
flames flew over the whole with dreadful rapidity ; while Bru- 
tus, extremely shocked at this calamity, rode round the walls, 
and, stretching forth his hands to the inhabitants, entreated 
them to spare themselves and the city. Regardless of his en- 
treaties, tney sought by every means to put an end to thelt 
lives. Men, women, and even childreti) "wyNJo. \C\^^wv% ^'r«»^ 
leaped into the flames. Some Xhr^yt \3[iets»^N^\v^'^^^^%^ 
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the w.'ills, and others fell upon the swords of their parents^ 
opening their breasts^ and begging to be slain. 

When the city was in a ^at measure reduced to ashes, a 
woman was found who had hanged herself, with her Toung 
chi]«l fastened to her neck, and the torch in her hand with 
which she had fired her house. This deplorable object so 
much affected Brutus, that he wept when ne was told of it, 
and proclaimed a reward to any soldier who could save a Xan- 
thian. It is said that no more that a hundi*ed and fifty were 
preserved, and those against their will. Thi!^s, the Xanthians, 
as if fate had appointed certain periods for their destruction, 
after a long course of years sunk into that deplorable ruin, in 
which the same rash despair had involved their ancestors in 
the Persian war: for they too burned their city, and destroyed 
themselves. 

After this, when the Patareans likewise made resistance, 
Brutus was under great anxiety whether he should besiege 
them ; for he was afraid they should follow the desperate mea- 
sures of the Xanthians. However, having some of their wo- 
men whom he had taken prisoners, he dismissed them without 
ransom; and those returning to their husbands and parents, 
who happened to be people of the first distinction, so much 
extolled the justice and moderation of Brutus, that they pre- 
vailed on them to submit, and put their city into his hands. 
The adjacent cities followed their example, and found that his 
humanity exceeded their hopes. Cassius compelled every 
Rhodian to give up all the gold and silver in his possession, 
by which he amassed eight thousand talents ; and yet he laid 
the public under a fine of five hundred talents more: but Bru- 
tus took only a hundred and Miy talents of the Lycians, and 
without doing them any other injury, led his army into Ionia. 
Brutus, in the course of this expedition, did many acts of 
justice, and was vigilant in the dispensation of rewards and 
punishments. An instance of this I shall relate, because both 
ne himself, and every honest Roman, was particularly pleased 
with it: — When Pompey the Great, after his overthrow at 
Pharsalia, fied into E^ypt, and landed near Pelusium, the 
tutors and ministers olT young Ptolemy consulted what mea- 
sures they should take on the occasion. But they were of 
different opinions. Some were for receiving him, others for 
excluding him out of Egypt. Theodotus, a Chian by birth, 
and a teacher of rhetoric by profession, who then attended the 
king in that capacity, was, for want of abler ministers, admit- 
ted to the council. This man insisted that both were in the 
wron^; those who were for receiving, and those who were for 
expelling Pompey. The best measure they could take, he 
^a^ would be to put him to deoAh*, wvd ^otiNwi^^^VYi^^^^ch 
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with the proverb^ that dead men do not bite. The council 
entered into his opinion ; and Pompey the Great, an example 
of the incredible mutability of foitune, fell a sacrifice to the 
arguments of a sophist, as that sophist lived afterwards to 
boast Not long after, upon Cassar's arrival in Egypt, some 
of the murderers receivea their proper reward, and were put 
to death; but Theodotus made his escape. Yet, though for 
awhile he gained from fortune the poor privilege of a wander- 
ing and despicable life, he fell at last into the hands of Brutus 
as ne was passing through Asia; and by paying the forfeit of 
his baseness, became more memorable from his death than 
from any thin^ in his life. 

About this time Brutus sent for Cassius to Sardis, and went 
with his friends to meet him. The whole army being drawn 
up, saluted both the leaders with the title of Imperator. But, 
as it usually happens in great affairs, where many friends and 
many officers are engaged, mutual complaints and suspicions 
arose between Brutus and Cassius. To set^e these more pro- 
perly, they retired into an apartment by themselves. Expos- 
tulations, debates, and accusations followed. And these were 
so violent that they burst into tears. Their friends without 
were surprised at the loudness and asperity of the conference; 
but though they were apprehensive of the consequences, thev 
durst not interfere, because they had been expressly forbidden 
to enter. Favonius, however, an imitator ot Cato, biit, rather 
an enthusiast than rational in his philosophy, attempted to 
enter. The servants in waiting endeavoured to prevent him, 
but it was not easy to stop the impetuous Favonius. He was 
violent in his whole conduct, and valued himself less on his 
dignity as a senator, than on a kind of cynical freedom in say- 
ing every thing he pleased ; nor was this unentertaining to 
those who could bear with his impertinence. However, he 
broke through the door, and enterea the apartment, pronouncr 
ing, in a theatrical tone, what Nestor says^ in Homer,— 

Young men, be rurd — ^I'm older than you both. 

Cassius laughed; but Brutus thrust him out, telling him that 
he pretended to be a cynic, but was in reality a (w^. This, 
however, put an end to the dispute; and for that time they 
parted. Cfassius ^ve an entertainment in the evening, to 
which Brutus invited his frienlds. When they were seated, 
Favonius came in from bathing. Brutus called aloud to him, 
telUnff him he was not invited, and bade him go to the lower 
end of the table. Favonius, notwithstanding, thrust himself 
in, and sat down in the middle. On that occasion ther^ w«9^ 
much learning and good humour in the eoTiN^t^a^Anxi. 

The dav following, one Luoiui ?^ft, \wVio Vu^\«w^\*'^**^ 
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and employed in offices of trust, being impeached by the Sar 
dians of embezzling the public money, was disgraced and con- 
demned by Brutus. This was very mortifying to Cassius; 
for, a little before, two of his own friends had been accused 
of the same crime; but he had absolved them in public, and, 
contenting himself with giving them a private reproof, con- 
tinued them in office. Of course, he charged Brutus with too 
rigid an exertion of the laws at a time when lenity was much 
more politic. Brutus, on the other hand, reminded him of the 
ides of March, the time when they had killed Caesar; who 
was not, personally speaking, the scourge of mankind, but 
only abetted and supported those that were with his power. 
He bade him consider, that if the neglect of justice were in 
any case to be connived at, it should have been done before; 
and that they had better have born with the oppressions of 
Caesar's friends, than suffer the mal-practices of their own to 

Eass with impunity : — ^^ For then^*' continued he, " we could 
ave been blamed only for cowardice; but now, after all we 
have undergone, we shall lie under the imputation of injus- 
tice." Such were the principles of Brutus. 

When they were about to leave Asia, Brutus, it is said, had 
an extraordinary apparition. Naturally watchful, sparing in 
his diet, and assiduous in business, he allowed himself but lit- 
tle time for sleep. In the day he never slept, nor in the night, 
till all business was over, and, the rest being retired, he had 
nobody to converse with. But at this time, involved as he 
was in the operations of war, and solicitous for the event, he 
only slumbered a little after supper, and spent the rest of the 
nignt in ordering his most urgent affairs. When these were 
despatched, he employed himself in reading till the third watch, 
when the tribunes and centurions came to him for orders. 
Thus, a little before he left Asia, he was sitting alone in his 
tent, by a dim light, and at a late hour. The whole army lay 
in sleep and silence, while the general, wrapt in meditation, 
thought he perceived something enter his tent: turning to 
warns the door, he saw a horrible and monstrous spectre stand- 
ing silently by his side: — ^^ What art thou?'' saia he boldly? 
^^ Art thou god or man? And what is thy business with mer" 
The spectre answered, — ^^ I am thy evil genius, Brutus! Thou 
wilt see me at Philippi." To which he calmly replied, — ^^ I'll 
xneet thee there." When the apparition was gone, he called 
his servants, who told him they had neither heard any noise, 
nor had seen any vision. That night he did not go to rest, 
but went early in the morning to Cassius, and told him what 
had happened. Cassius, who was of the school of Epicurus, 
and usea frequently to dispute with Bvutus on these subjects, 
MOMwered him thw: — ^ It is ttve o^itAwi ^1 wxx i»^v>^"*\.\lq^ 
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eveiy thing; we see is real; for matter is evasive, and sense 
deceitful. Besides, the impressions it receives are, by the 
quick and subtile influence of imagination, thrown into a va- 
riety of forms, many of which have no archetypes in nature; 
and this the imagination efiects as easily as we may make an 
impression on wax. The mind of man, bavins in itself the 
plastic powers, and the component partis, can fashion and var^ 
its objects at pleasure. This is clear from the sudden transi- 
tion of dreams, in which the imagination can educe from the 
slightest principles such an amazing variety of forms, and call 
into exercise all the passions of the soul. The mind is per- 
petually in motion, and. that motion is imagination, ox thought 
JBut when the body, as in your case, is fatigued with labour, it 
naturally suspends or perverts the regular functions of liie 
mind. Upon the whole, it is highly improbable that there 
should be any such beings as demons or spirits; or that if there 
were such, they should assume a human shape or voice, or 
have any power to affect us. At the same time, I own I could 
wish there were such beings, that we might not rely on fleets 
and armies, but find the concurrence of the gods in this our 
sacred. and glorious enterprise.'^ Such were the arguments he 
made use of to satisfy Brutus. 

When the army began to march, two eagles perched on the 
two first standards, and accomp>anied them as far as Fhilippi,. 
being constantly fed by the soldiers; but the day before tne 
battle they flew away. Brutus had already reduced most of 
the nations in these parts; nevertheless, he traversed the sea- 
coast over against Thasus, that, if any hostile power remained, 
he might bring it into subjection. Norbanus, who was en- 
camped in the straits near Symbolum, they surrounded in such 
a manner, that thev obliged him to quit tne place. Indeed, he 
narrowly escaped losing his whole army, wnich had certainly 
been the case, had not Antony come to his relief with such 
amazing expedition, that Brutus could not believe it to be. 
possible. CsBsar, who had been kept behind.by sickness, join- 
ed his army about ten days after. Brutus was encamped over 
against him; Cassius was opposite to Antony. The ^ace be- 
tween the two armies the Romans call Uie plains of rhilippi. 
Two armies of Romans, equal in numbers to these, had never 
before met to engage each other. Caesar's was something su- 
perior in numbers; but, in the splendour of arms and equip- 
age, was far exceeded by that of Brutus; for most of their 
arms were of gold and silver, which their general had liberal- 
ly bestowed upon them. Brutus, in other things, had accus- 
tomed his officers to frugality ; but the riches which his sol- 
diers carried about with them would at oxiti^^Viib ^^>^gp^%*«^^ 
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to the spirit of the ambitious, and make the covetous valiant in 
the defence of those arms which were their principal wealth. 
Csesar made a lustration of his armv witnin the camp, and 

Sve each private man a little com and five drachmas only for 
e sacrifice. But Brutus, to show his contempt of the poverty 
or the avarice of Csesar. made a public lustration of his army 
in the field; and not only distributed cattle to each cohort for 
the sacrifice, but gave nfty drachmas on the occasion to each 
private man. Of course, he was more beloved by his soldiers, 
and they were more ready to fisht for him. it is reported, 
that, during the lustration, an unlucky omen happened to Cas- 
sius. The garland he was to wear at the sacrifice was pre- 
sented to him the wrong side outwards. It is said, too, that 
at a solemn procession, some time before, the person who bore 
the golden image of Victory before Cassius happened to stum- 
ble, and the image fell to the ground. Several birds of prey 
hovered daily about the camp, and swarms of bees were seen 
within the trenches. Upon which the soothsayers ordered the 

Sart where they appeared to be shut up : for Cassius, with all 
is Epicurean philosophy, began to be superstitious, and the 
soldiers were extremely disheartened by tnese omens. 

For this reason Cassius was inclined, to protract the war, 
and unwilling to hazard the whole of the event on a present 
engageihent What made for this measure, too, was, that 
they were stronger in money and provisions, but inferior in 
numbers. Brutus, on the other hand, was, as usual, for an imme- 
diate decision, that he might either give liberty to his country, 
or rescue his fellow-citizens from the toils and expenses of 
war. He was encouraged likewise by the success his cavalry 
met with in several skirmishes; and some instances of deser- 
tion and mutiny in the camp, brought over many of the friends 
of Cassius to his opinion. But there was one Atellius, who 
still opposed an immediate decision, and advised to put it ofi* 
till the next winter. When Brutus asked him what advan- 
tages he expected from that, he answered, — ^^'If I gain nothing 
else, I shall at least live so much the longer.' ' Soth Cassius 
and the rest of the officers were displeased with this answer ; 
and it was determined to give battle the day following. 

Brutus that night expressed ^reat confidence and cheerful- 
ness ; and, having passed the time of supper in philosophical 
conversation, he went to rest Messala says, that Cfassius 
supped in private with some of his most intimate friends; and 
that, contrary to his usual manner, he was pensive and silent 
He adds, that, after supper, he took him by the hand, and 
pressing it close, as he commonly did, in token of his friend- 
s/rip, he said in Greek, — '^ Bear witness, Messala, that I am 
reduced to the same necessity m\]tiYom^c^ \5[v^6\^^\.,^C ha- 
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Ssarding the liberty of my country on one battle. Yet I have 
confidence in our good fortune^ on which we ought still to 
reljy though the measures we have resolved upon are indis- 
creet'' Tnese, Messala tells us, were the last words that Cas- 
sius spoke before he bade Yiita farewell; and that the next day, 
being his birth-day, he invited Cassius to sup with him. 

Next morning, as soon as it was light, the scarlet robe, 
which was the signal for battle, was hung out in the tents of 
Brutus and Cassius; and they themselves met on the plain 
between the two armies. On this occasion, Cassius thus ad- 
dressed himself to Brutus: — ^^^May the gods, Brutus, make 
this day successful, that we may pass the rest of our days to- 
gether in prosperity. But as the most important of human 
events are the most uncertain, and as we may never see each 
other any more, if we are unfortunate on this occasion, tell 
me what is your resolution concerning flight and death?" 

Brutus answered : — "In the younger and less experienced 
part of my life, I was led, upon philosophical principles, to 
condemn the conduct of Cato in killing himselt. I tnought 
it at once impious and unmanly to sink beneath the stroke of 
fortune, and to refuse the lot tnat had befallen us. In my pre- 
sent situation, however, I am of a different opinion: so that, 
if heaven should now be unfavourable to our wishes, I will no 
longer solicit my hopes or my fortune, but die contented with 
it, such as it is. On the ides of March I devoted my life to 
my country; and since that time I have lived in liberty and 
glory.'' At these words Cassius smiled, and, embracing Bru- 
tus, said, — ^'^Let us march, then, against the enemy; for, with 
these resolutions, though we should not conquer, we have no- 
thing to fear." They then consulted with their friends con- 
cerning the order of battle. Brutus desired that he might 
command the right wing, though the post was thought more 
proper for Cassius, on account of his experience. Cassius, 
however, gave it up to him, and placed Messala, with the best 
of his legions, in the same wing. Brutus immediately drew 
out his cavalry, which were equipped with great magnificence, 
and the foot followed close upon them. 

Antony's soldiers were at this time employed in making a 
trench from the marsh where they were encamped, to cut ofl 
Cassius' communication with the sea. Caesar lay still in his 
tent, confined by sickness. His soldiers were far from ex- 
pecting that the enemy would come to a pitched heittle. They 
supposed that they were only making excursions to harass the 
trench-diggers with their light arms ; and not perceiving that 
they were pouring in close upon them, they were astonished at 
the outcry they heard from tne trenches. "&t\x\xsL"a,\w^^"K«i^ 
time, sent tickets to the several oiRcerBN«nStoL^^^«^^ ^\s^s»»- 
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and rode through the ranks to encourage his men. There 
were few who had patience to wait for the word. The greatest 
part, before it could reach them, fell with loud shouts upon the 
enemy. This precipitate onset threw the army into confusion, 
and separated the legions. Messala's leeion first got beyond 
the left wing of Caesar, and was followed by those that were 
stationed near hin^. In their way they did nothing more than 
throw some of the outmost ranks into disorder, ana killed few 
of the enemy: their great object was to fall upon Caesar's 
camp, and they made directly up to it Caesar himself, as he 
tells us in his Commentaries, had but just before been con- 
veyed out of his tent, in consequence oi a vision of his friend 
Artorius, which commanded that he should be carried out oi 
the camp. This ^lade it believed that he was slain : for the 
soldiers nad pierced his empty litter in many places with darts. 
Those who were taken in the camp were put to the sword, 
amongst whom were two thousand Lacedaemonian auxilia- 
ries. Those who attacked Caesar's legions in front easily put 
them to the rout, and cut three legions in pieces. After this, 
borne along with the impetuosity of victory, they rushed into 
the camp at the same time with the fugitives, and Brutus was 
in the midst of them. The flank of Brutus' army was now 
left unguarded, by the separation of the right wing, which was 
gone off too far in the pursuit; and the enemy perceiving this, 
endeavoured to take advantage of it They, accordingly, at- 
tacked it with great fury, but could make no impression on the 
main body, which received them with firmness and unshaken 
resolution. The left wing, however, which was under the 
command of Cassius, was soon put to the rout; for the men 
were in great disorder, and knew nothing of what had passed 
in the right wins;. The enemy pursuea him into the camp, 
which they plunclered and destroyed, though neither of their 
generals were present Antony, it is said, to avoid the fury of 
the first onset, had retired into the adjoining marsh; and Caesar, 
who had been carried sick out of the camp, was nowhere to 
be found. Nay, some of the soldiers would have persuaded 
Brutus that they had killed Caesar, describing his age and per- 
son, and showing him their bloody swords. 

The main body of Brutus' army had now made prodigious 
havock of the enemy ; and Brutus, in his department, was no 
less absolutely conqueror, than Cassius was conquered. The 
want of knowing Uiis was the ruin of their afiairs. Brutus 
neglected to relieve Cassius, because he knew not that he want- 
ed relief. 

When Brutus had destroyed the camp of Caesar, and was 

returning from the pursuit, he was surprised that he could 

itmtber perceive the tent oC CaaisraA iSmt^ V^^ t^aX^^ M«ual, 
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nor any of those that were about it: for they had been de- 
molished by the enemy on their first entering tne camp. Some, 
who were of quicker sight than the rest, told him, tnat they 
could perceive a motion of shining helmets and silver targets 
in the camp of Cassius, and supposed, from their numbers and 
their armour, that they could not be those who were left to 
guard the camp; though at the same time there was not so 
great an appearance of dead bodies as there must have been 
after the defeat of so many legions. This gave Brutus the 
first suspicion of Cassius' misfortune; and leaving a sufficient 
'guard in the enemy's camp, he called ojffthe rest irom the pur- 
suit, and led them in order, to the relief of Cassius. 

The case of that general was this: — He was chagrined at 
first by the irregular conduct of Brutus' soldiers, who began 
the attack without waiting for the command; and, afterwards, 
by their attention to plunder, whereby they neglected to sur- 
round and cut off the enemy. Thus dissatisfied, he trifled with 
his command, and, for want of vigilance, suffered himself to 
be surrounded by the enemy's right wing ; upon which his 
cavalry quitted their post, and fled towards the sea. The foot, 
likewise, began to give way; and though he had laboured as 
much as possible to stop their flight, and snatching an ensign 
from the hand of one of the fugitives, fixed it kt his feet, yet 
he was hardly able to keep his own praetorian band together: 
so that, at length, he was obliged to retire, with a very small 
number, to a hill that overlooked the plain. Yet here he could 
discover nothing, for he was short-sighted ; and it was with 
some difficulty that he could perceive his own camp plunder- 
ed. His companions, however, saw a large detachment of 
horse which Brutus had sent to their relief, making up to 
them. These Cassius concluded to be the enemy that were in 
pursuit of him ; notwithstanding which, he despatched Titi- 
nius to reconnoitre them. When the cavalry of Brutus saw 
this faithful friend of Cassius approach, they shouted for joy. 
His acquaintance leaped from tneir horses to embrace him, 
and the rest rode round him with clashing of arms, and all the 
clamorous expressions of gladness. This circumstance had a 
fatal effect Cassius took it for granted that Titinius was seized 
by the enemy, and regretted that, through a weak desire of 
life, he had suffered his friend to fall into their hands. When 
he had expressed himself to this effect, he retired into, an 
iempty tent, accompanied only by his freed-man Pindanii, 
whom, ever since the defeat of Crassus, he had retained for a 
particular purpose. In that defeat he escaped out of the hands 
of the Parthians: bat now, wrapping his robe about his faee^ 
he laid bare his neck, and comnMinded P\tid»riMk\A ^n^^jSLNm 
head, Thi$ watdonot ibr hit \ie«d ^fvw IfyosA w^tisv^^xnn. 
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his body: but whether Pindarus did it by his master's cam- 
mand, has been suspected ; because he never afterwards ap- 
peared. It was soon discovered who the cavalry were, and 
Titinius, crowned with garlands, came to the place where he 
left Cassius. When the lamentations of his friends informed 
him of the unhappy fate of his general, he severely reproached 
himself for the tardiness which had occasioned it, and fell upon 
his sword. ^ 

Brutus, when he was assured of the defeat of Cassids, made 
all possible haste to his relief; but he knew nothing of his 
deaui, till he came up to his camp. There he lamented over 
his body, and called him the last of Romans; intimating, that 
Rome would never produce another man of equal spirit He 
ordered his funeral to be. celebrated at Thasus, that it might 
not occasion any disorder in the camp. His dispersed and de- 
jected soldiers he collected and encouraged ; and as they had 
oeen stripped of every thing by the enemv, he promised them 
two thousand drachmas a man. This munificence at once encou- 
raged and surprised them: they attended him at his departure 
with great acclamations, and complimented him as the only ge- 
neral of the four who had not been beaten. Brutus was confident 
of victory, and the event justified that confidence: for, with a 
few legions, he overcame all that opposed him; and if most of 
his soldiers had not passed the enemy, in pursuit of plunder, 
the battle must have been decisive in nis favour. He lost eight 
thousand men, including the servants whom he calls Briges. 
Messala says, he supposes the enemy lost more than twice 
that number; and, of course, they were more discouraged than 
Brutus, till Demetrius, a servant of Cassius, went over to An- 
tony in the evening, and carried him his master's robe and 
sword, which he had taken from the dead body. This so ef- 
fectually encouraged the enemy, that they were drawn up in 
form of battle hy break of day. Both camps, in the occupa- 
tion of Brutus, mvolved him m difficulties. His own, full oi 
prisoners, required a strong guard. At the same time, many 
of the soldiers of Cassius murmured at their change of master, 
and the vanquished were naturally envious and jealous of the 
victors. He, therefore, thought proper to draw up his army, 
but not to fight 

All the slaves he had taken prisoners, being found practising 
with his soldiers, were put to the sword: but most of the free- 
men and citizens were aismissed; and he told them at the same 
time, that they were more truly prisoners in the hands of the 
enemy than in his: with them, he said, they were slaves indeed ; 
but with him freemen and citizens of Rome. He was obliged, 
however, to dismiss them privately ; for they had implacable 
enemies amongst his own mQud^ mk^ qS^^^tv Kxci^w^t the 
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pnsoi^era were Volumniusy a mimici and Saculio, a buffoon, of 
whom Brutus took no notice^ till they were brought before 
him, and accused of continuing, even in their captivity, their 
scurrilous jests and abusive lang|uage. Yet still taken up with 
more important concerns, he paid no regard to the accusation; 
but Massda Corvinus was of opinion that they should be pub- 
licly whipped, and sent naked to the enemy, as proper associ- 
ates and convivial companions for such generals. Some were 
entertained with the idea, and laughed; but Publius Casca, 
the first that wounded Csesar, observed, that it was indecent to 
celebrate the obsequies of Cassius with jesting and laughter: — 
" As for you, Brutus,*' said he, " it will be seen what esteem 
you have for the memory of that general, when you have 
either punished or pardoned those who ridicule and revile 
him." Brutus resented this expostulation, and said, — ^^*Why 
is this business thrown upon me, Casca? Why do not you do 
what you tliink proper?'^ This answer was considered as an 
assent to their death ; so the poor wretches were carried ofi 
and slain. 

He now gave the promised rewards to his soldiers; and 
after gently rebuking them for beginning the assault without 
waiting for the word of battle, he promised that if they ac- 
quitted themselves to his satisfaction in the next engagement, 
he would give them up the cities of Lacedaemon and Thessa- 
lonica to plunder. This is the only circumstance in his Life 
for which no apology can be made: for though Antony and 
Caesar afterwards acted with more unbounded cruelty m re- 
warding their soldiers; though they deprived most of the an- 
cient inhabitants of Italy of their lands, and gave them to 
those who had no title to them; yet they acted consistently 
with their first principle, which was the acquisition of empire 
and arbitrary power. But Brutus maintained such a reputa- 
tion for virtue, that he was neither allowed to conquer, nor 
even to save himself, except on the strictest principles ot ho- 
nour and justice: more particularly, since the death of Cas- 
sius, to wnom, if any act of violence were c6mmitted, it was 
generally imputed. However, as sailors, when their rudder 
is broken in a storm, substitute some other piece of wood in 
its place ; and though they cannot steer so well as before, do 
the best they can in their necessity; so Brutus, at the heacl of 
so vast an army, and such important affairs, unassisted by any 
officer that was equal to the charge, was obliged to make use 
of such advisers as he had ; ana he jgenerafiy followed the 
counsel of those who proposed any thing that might bring 
Cassius' soldiers to order i for these were extremely untracta- 
ble ; insolent in the camp for want of tlw^vt ^\^x^^ "^^^^^^^ 
cowardly in the field, from the Te!Ae(ii^x«x:AJ& ^^ ^«fit ^»5«a^ 

Vol. tV. 2 Q 26* 
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The afiairs of Caesar and Antony were not in a much better 
condition. Provisions were scarce, and the marshy situation 
of their camp made them dread the winter. They already be- 
gan to fear tne inconveniences of it; for the autumnal rains 
had fallen heavy after the battle, and their tents were filled 
with mire and water; which, from the coldness of the weather, 
immediately froze. In this situation, they received intelli- 
gence of their loss at sea. Their fleet, which was comine from 
Italy with a large supply of soldiers, was met by that of Bru- 
tus, and so totally deleated, that the few who escaped were 
reduced by famine to eat the sails and tackle of the ships. It 
was now determined, on Caesar's side, that they shoula come 
to battle before Brutus was made acquainted with his success. 
It appears that the fight, both by sea and land, was on the 
same day; but by some accident, rather than the fault of their 
officers, Brutus Knew nothing of his victory till twenty days 
after. Had he been informed of it, he would never certainly 
have hazarded a second battle : for he had provisions sufficient 
for a considerable length of time; and his army was so ad- 
vantageously posted, that it was safe both from the injuries of 
the weather, and the incursions of the enemy. Besides, know 
ing that he was wholly master at sea, and partly victorious by 
land, he would have had every thing imaginable to encourage 
him, and could not have been urged to any dangerous mea- 
sures by despair. 

But it seems that the republican form of government was 
no longer to subsist in Rome; that it necessarily required a 
monarcny; and that Providence, to remove the only man who 
could oppose its destined master, kept the knowledge of that 
victory from him till it was too late. And yet how near was 
he to receiving the intelligence! The very evening before the 
engagement, a deserter, named Clodius, came over from the 
enemy to tell him, that Caesar was informed of the loss of his 
fleet, and that this was the reason of his hastening the battle. 
The deserter, however, was considered either as designing or 
ill-informed: his intelligence was disregarded, and he was not 
even admitted into the presence of Brutus. 

That night, they say, the spectre appeared again to Brutus, 
and assumed its former figure, but vanished without speaking. 
Yet Publius Volumnius, a philosophical man, who had borne 
arms with Brutus during the whole war, makes no mention of 
this prodigy ; though, he says, that the first standard was cover- 
ed with a swarm of bees; and that the arm of one of the 
officers sweated oil of roses, which would not cease, though 
they often wiped it off. He says, too, that, immediately ^- 
fore the battle, two eagles fougjit in the space between the two 
armies; and that there was an vnctedM^ A\cci^^ wA «\.\ACLtion 
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in the fields till that on the side of Brutus was beaten and flew 
away. The story of the Ethiopian is well known, who, meet- 
ing the standard-hearer opening the gate of the camp, was cut 
in pieces by the soldiers; for that they interpreted as an ill 
omen. 

When Brutus had drawn up his army in form of battle, he 
paused some time before he gave the word. While he was 
visiting the ranks, he had suspicions of some, and heard accu- 
sations of others. The cavalry, he found, had no ardour for 
the attack, but seemed waiting to see what the foot would do. 
Besides, Camulatus, a soldier in the highest . estimation for 
valour, rode close by Brutus, and went over to the enemy in 
his sight This hiirt him inexpressibly; and, partly out of 
an^er, partly from fear of further desertion and treachery, he 
led his forces against the enemy about three in the afternoon. 
Where he fought in person, he was still successful. He 
charged the enemy's lettwing; and, the cavalry following the 
impression which the foot had made, it was put to the rout 
But when the other wing of Brutus was ordered to advance, 
the inferiority of their numbers made them apprehensive that 
they should be surrounded by the enemy. For this reason 
they extended their ranks, in order to cover more ground; by 
which means the centre of the wing was so much weakened, 
that it could not sustain the shock of the enemy, but fled at 
the first onset. After their dispersion, the enemy surrounded 
Brutus, who did every thing that the bravest and most expert 
general could do in his situation, and whose conduct, at least, 
entitled him to victory. But what seemed an advantage in the 
first ensc^ement, proved a disadvantage in the second. In the 
former oattle, that wing of the enemy which was conquered 
was totally cut off; but most of the men in the conauered 
wing of Cfassius were saved.* This, at the time, mignt ap- 

Eear an advantage, but it proved a prejudice. The remem- 
rance of their former defeat filled them with terror and con- 
fusion, which they spread through the greatest part of the 
army. 

Marcus, the son of Cato, was slain fighting amidst the 
bravest of the young nobility. He scorned alike either to fly 
or to yield; but, avowing who he was, and assuming his 
father's name, still used his sword, till he fell upon the heaps 
of the slaughtered enemy. Many other brave men, who ex- 
posed themselves for the preservation of Brutusi fell at the 
same time. 

* There is no defect io the original, as the former tranilator imagines. He 
supposed the defeat of Cassias' soldiers to be in the present^^ni. TsKkVx^ ^^ssk. 
former battle. This led him into the difiacn\tj»^\a»\iYA\nRst«M«A\Pi >ar»».- 
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Lucilius, a man of great worth, and his intimate friend, ob^ 
served some barbarian horse riding full speed acainst Brutus 
in particular, and was determined to stop them, Uiough at the 
hazard of his own life. He, therefore, told them that he was 
Brutus; and they believed him, because he pretended to be 
afraid of Caesar, and desired to be conveyed to Antony. 
Exulting in their capture, and thinking themselves peculiarly 
fortunate, they carried him along with them by nignt, having 
previously sent an account to Antony of their success, who 
was infinitely pleased with it, and came out to them. Many 
others, likewise, when they heard that Brutus was brought 
alive, assembled to see him : and some pitied his misfortunes, 
while others accused him of an inglorious meanness in suffer- 
ing the love of life to betray him into the hands of barbarians, 
when he approached, and Antony was deliberating in what 
manner he snould receive Brutus, Lucilius first addressed 
him, and, with ^reat intrepidity, said, — ^^^ Antony, be assured 
that Brutus neither is, nor will be, taken by an enemy. For- 
bid it, Heaven ! that fortune should have such a triumph over 
virtue! Whether he shall be found alive or dead, he will be 
found in a state becoming Brutus. I imposed on your sol- 
diers, and am prepared to suffer the worst you can inflict upon 
me." Thus spoke Lucilius, to the no small astonishment of 
those that were present; when Antony, addressing himself to 
those that brought him, said, — ^'^I perceive, fellow-soldiers, 
that you are angry at this imposition of Lucilius. But you 
have really got a better booty than you intended. You sought 
an enemy, but you have brought me a friend. I know not 
how I should have treated Brutus, had you brought him alive ; 
but I am sure that it is better to have such a man as Lucilius 
for a friend than for an enemy." When he said this, he em- 
braced Lucilius, recommending him to the care of one of- his 
friends; and he ever after found him faithful to his interest. 

Brutus, attended by a few of his officers and friends, having 
passed a brook that was overhung with cliffs, and shaded with 
trees, and being overtaken by night, stopped in a cavity under 
a large rock. There, casting his eyes on the heavens, which 
were covered with stars, he repeated two verses, one of which 
Vplumnius tells us was this: — 

Forgive not, Jove, the cause of this distress.* 

The other, he says, had escaped his memory. Upon enume- 
rating the several friends that had fallen before his eyes in the 
battle, he sighed deeply at the mention of Flavius and Labeo; 
the latter oi whom was his lieutenant, and the former master 
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of the band of artificers. In the meanwhile, one of his at- 
tendants being thirsty, and observing firutus in the same con- 
dition, took his helmet, and went to the brook for water. At 
the same time a noise was heard on the opposite bank, and Vo- 
lumnius and Dardanus the armour-bearer, went to see what it 
was. In a short time they returned, and asked for the water: 
— ^^ It is drank up," said Brutus, with a smile; "but another 
helmet-full shall he fetched." The man who had brought the 
first water was, therefore, sent again; but he was wounded by 
the enemy, and made his escape with difficulty. 

As Brutus supposed that he had not lost many men in the 
battle, Statilius undertook to make his way through the ene- 
my, (for there was no other way,) and see in what condition 
their camp was. If things were safe there, he was to hold up 
a torch for a signal, and return. He got safe to the camp ; 
for the torch was held up: but a long time elapsed, and he 
did not return. " If Statilius were alive," said Brutus, " he 
would be here." In his return he fell into the enemy's hands, 
and was slain. 

The night was now far spent; when Brutus, leaning his 
head towards his servant Clitus, whispered something in his 
ear. Clitus made no answer, but burst into tears. After that 
he took his armour;-bearer Dardanus aside, and said something 
to him in private. At last, addressing himself to Volumnius 
in Greek, ne entreated him, in memory of their common stu- 
dies and exercises, to put his hand to his sword, and help him 
to give the thrust. Volumnius, as well as several others, re- 
fused : and one of them observing that they must necessarily 
fly: "We must fly, indeed," said Brutus, rising hastily, "but 
not with our feet, but with our hands." He then took each of 
them by the hand, and spoke with great appearance of cheer- 
fulness to the following purpose: — ^'^It is an infinite satisfac- 
tion to me, that all mv friends have been faithful. If I am an- 
gry with Fortune, it is for the sake of my country. Myself I 
esteem more happy than the conquerors ; not only in respect 
of the past, but in my present situation. I shall leave behind 
me that reputation for virtue, which they, with all their wealth 
and power, will never acquire. For posterity will not scruple 
to believe and declare, tnat they were an abandoned set of 
men, who destroyed the virtuous, for the sake of that empire, 
to which they had no right" After this he entreated tnem 
severally to provide for their own safety, and withdrew with 
only two or three of his most intimate friends. One of these 
was Strato, with whom he first became acquainted when they 
studied rhetoric. This friend he placed next to himself, and 
laying hold of the hilt of his sword w\lVvVio>^\v\^\vasA'^'>'^ 
fell upon the point, and died. Some *«j >icv«X. ^VwXsk^ "^sa 
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earnest request of Brutas, turned aside his head, and held the 
sword ; upon which he threw himself with such violence, that, 
entering at his hreast, it passed quite through his body, and he 
immediately expired. 

Messala, the friend of Brutus, after he was reconciled to 
CsBsar, took occasion to recommend Strato to his favour: — : 
"This," said he, with tears, "is the man who did the last 
kind office for my dear Brutus." Csesar received him with 
kindness; and he was one of those brave Greeks who after- 
wards attended him at the battle of Actium. Of Messala, it 
is said, that when Caesar observed he had been no less zealous 
in his service at Actium than he had been against him at Phi- 
lippi, he answered, — ^" I have'Jilwavs taken the best and justest 
side.'* When Antony found the oody of Brutus, he ordered 
it to be covered with the richest robe he had; and that being 
stolen, he put the thief to death. The ashes of Brutus he sent 
to his mother Servilia. 

With Tegard to Porcia, his wife, Nicolatls the philosopher, 
and Valerius Maxim us,* tell us, that being prevented from 
that death she wished for, by the constant vigilance of her 
friends, she snatched some burning coals from the fire, and 
shut them close in her mouth till she was suffocated. Not- 
withstanding, there is a letter from Brutus to his friends still 
extant, in which he laments the. death of Porcia, and complains 
that their neglect of her must have made her prefer death to 
the continuance of her illness. So that Nicolaiis appears to 
have been mistaken in the time, at least, if this epistle be au- 
thentic ; for it describes Porcia's distemper, her conjugal af- 
fection, and the manner of her death. 

* Valerius Maximus speaks of her fortitude on this occasion in the highest 
terms. Titos quoque castissimos ignes^ Portia^ M. Catonis ^/»a, cjincta secu- 
la debitd admirattone prosequentier : Quce cum apud Philippos victum et in' 
teremptum virum tuum BnUum cosr^osceres^ quia ferrwn non dabcUur, aiy 
denies ore carbonea haurire non dubitasti, muliebri spirUu virilem pcUru 
exitum imUata, Sed nescio an hoc^ortiiu, quod ille uiUato^ tu novo genere 
mortis absiimpta es! Val. Max* I* It. c. 6. 
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COMPARED. 

What is principally to be admired in the Lives of Dion 
and BrutuSy is their, rising to such importance from inconsi- 
derable beginnings. But here Dion has the advantage; for in 
the progress of glory he had no coadjutor: whereas Cassius 
went hand in hand with Brutus; and though, in the reputation 
of virtue and honour, he was by no ineans his equal, m mili- 
tary experience, resolution, and activity, he was not inferior. 
Some have imputed to him the origin of the whole enterprise, 
and have asserted, that Brutus would never, otherwise, have 
engaged in it. But Dion, at the same time that he made the 
whole military preparations himself, engaged the friends and 
associates of his design. He did not, like^rutus, gain power 
and riches from the war: he employed that wealth on which 
he was to subsist as an exile in a foreign country in restoring 
the liberties of his own. When Brutus and Cassius fled from 
Rome, and found no asylum from the pursuit of their ene- 
mies, their only resource was war; and they took up arms as 
much in their own defence as in that of the common liberty. 
Dion, on the contrary, was happier in his banishment than the 
tyrant that banished him ; and yet he voluntarily exposed him- 
self to danger for the freedom of Sicily. Besides, to deliver 
the Romans from Caesar, and the Syracusans from Dionysius, 
were enterprises of a very difierent kind. Dionysius was an 
avowed and established tyrant; and Sicily, with reason, groan- 
ed beneath his yoke. But with respect to Caesar, though, 
whilst his imperial power was in its infancy, he treated his op- 
ponents- with severity ; yet, as soon as that power was confirm- 
ed, the tyranny was rather a nominal than real thing; for no 
tvrannical action could be laid to his charge. Nay, such was 
the condition of Rome, that it evidently required a master; 
and Caesar was no more than a tender and skilful physician 
appointed by Providence to heal the distempers of the state. 
Of course, the people lamented his death, and were implaca- 
bly enraged against his assassins. Dion, on the contrary, was 
reproached by the Syracusans for sufierin^ Dionysius to es- 
cape, and not digging up the former tyrant^s grave. 

With regard to their military conduct, Dion, as a general, 
was without a fault: he not onlv made the most of his owa 
instructions, but, where others failed, he h^ip^Vi^ ^^^-ivt^^*^^ 
error. But it was wrong in Brulus \a Yv^xaxa ^ ^«i^5.wA\«fi^^' 
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where all was at stake.* And when that battle was lost, he 
had neither sagacity enough to think of new resources, nor 
spirit, like Pompey, to contend with fortune, though he had 
still reason to rely on his troops, and was absolute master at sea. 

But what Brutus is chiefly blamed for was his ingratitude to 
Caesar. He owed his life to his favour, as well as the lives of 
those prisoners for whom he interceded. He was treated as 
his friend, and distinguished with particular marks of honour; 
and yet he embrued his hands in the blood of his benefactor. 
Dion stands clear of any charge like this. As a relation of 
Dionysius, he assisted and was useful to him in the adminis* 
tration : in which case his services were equal to his honours. 
When he was driven into exile, and deprived of his wife and 
his fortune, he had every motive that was just and honourable 
to take up arms against nim. 

Yet if this circumstance be considered in another light, 
Brutus will have the advantage. The greatest glory of both 
consists in their abhorrence of tyrants and their criminal mea- 
sures. This, in Brutus, was not blended with any other mo- 
tive. He had no quarrel with Caesar, but exposed his life for 
the liberty of his country. Had not Dion been injured, he had 
not fought. This is clear from Plato's epistles, where it ap- 
pears that he was banished from the court of Dionysius, and, 
m consequence of that banishment, made war upon him. For 
the good of the community, Brutus, though an enemy to Pom- 
■pey, became his friend : and though a friend to Caesar, he be- 
came his enemy. His enmity and his friendship arose from 
the same principle, which was justice. But Dion, whilst in 
favour, employed his services for Dionysius; and it was not 
till he was disgraced that he armed against him. Of course, 
his friends were not quite satisfied with his enterprise. They 
were apprehensive that when he had destroyed tne tyrant, he 
might seize the government himself, and amuse the people 
with some softer title than that of tyranny. On the other 
hand, the very enemies of Brutus acknowledge that he was 
the only conspirator who had no other view than that of re- 
storins; the ancient form of government. 

Besides, the enterprise against Dionysius cannot be placed 
in competition with that against Caesar. The former had ren- 
dered himself contemptible by his low manners, his drunken- 
ness, and debauchery. But to meditate the fall of Caesar, and 
not tremble at his dignity, his fortune, or his power, nor 
shrink at that name which shook the kings of India and Par- 
thia on their thrones, and disturbed their slumbers^ this show- 

* This censure seems yery xmyosX., TVie wavering disposition of Cassius' 
tt'oopts obliged him to come to a second eiig&ig*emeii\.. 
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ed a superiority of soul on which fear could have no influence. 
Dion was no sooner seen in Sicily than he was Joined by thou- 
sands; but the authoritjr of Caesar was so formidable in Home, 
that it supported his friends even after he was dead ; and a 
simple boy rose to the first eminence of power by adopting his 
name ; which served as a charm against the envy and the in- 
fluence of Antony. Should it be objected that l)ion had the 
sharpest conflicts in expelling the tyrant, but that Caesar fell 
naked and unguarded beneath the sword of Brutus, it will argue 
at least a consummate management and prudence to be able to 
come at a man of his power naked and unguarded; particularly 
when it is considereo, that the blow was not sudoen, nor the 
work of one or of a few men, but meditated and communicated 
to many associates, of whom not one deceived the leader: for 
either he had the power of distinguishing honest men at their 
first view, or such as he chose he made nonest, by the confi- 
dence he reposed in them. But Dion confided in men of bad 
principles; so that he must either have been injudicious in his 
choice, or, if his people grew worse after their appointments, 
unskilful in his management Neither of these can be con- 
sistent with the talents and conduct of a wise man; and Plato, 
accordinglv, blames him in his letters for making choice of 
such friendfs, as, in the end, were his ruin. 

Dion found no friend to revenge his death ; but Brutus re- 
ceived an honourable interment even from his enemy Antony: 
and Caesar allowed of that public respect which was paid to his 
memory, as will appear from the following circumstance: — ^A 
statue of brass had been erected to him at. Milaln, in Gallia 
Cisalpina, which was a fine performance, and a striking like- 
ness. Caesar, as he passed through the town, took notice of it, 
and summoning the magistrates, in the presence of his attend- 
ants, he told them that they had broken tne league, by harbour- 
ing one of his enemies. The magistrates, as may well be 
supposed, denied it, and stared at each other, profoundly igno- 
rant what enemy he could mean. He then turned towards the 
statue, and knitting his brows, said: — ^^^Is not this my enemy 
that stands here?'^ The poor Milanese were struck dumb 
with astonishment; but Caesar told them, with a smile, that 
he was pleased to find them faithful to their friends in adversi- 
ty, and ordered that the statue should continue where it was. 
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LIFE OF ARTAXEBXES. 



The first Artaxerxes, who of all the Persian kinn was most 
distinguished for his moderation and greatness otmind, was 
surnamed LongimanuSy because his right hand was longer 
than his left. He was the son of Xerxes. The second Artax- 
erxes, surnamed MnemonJ* whose life we are going to write, 
was son to the daughter of the first For Darius, by his wife 
Parysatis, had four sons; Artaxerxes the eldest, Cyrus the 
second, and Ostanes and Oxathres the two youneer. Cyrus 
was called after the ancient king of that name, as he is said to 
have been after the sun; for the Persians call the sun Cyrtis. 
Artaxerxes at first was named Arsicas,t though Dion asserts 
that his original name was Oartes.| But though Ctesias has 
filled his books with a number of incredible and extravagant 
fables, it is not probable that he should be ignorant of the name 
of a king at whose court he lived in Quality of physician to 
him, his wife, his mother, and his children. 

Cyrus, from his infancy, was of a violent and impetuous 
temper; but Artaxerxes had a native mildness, something 
gentle and moderate in his whole disposition. The latter mar- 
ried a beautiful and virtuous lady, by order of his parents, and 
he kept her when they wanted him to put her away. For the 
king having put her brother to death,§ designed that she should 

* So called on account of his extraordinary memory. 

+ Or Artaces. J Or Oarses. 

4 Teriteuchmes, the brother of Statira, had been guilty of the complicated 
crimes of adultery, incest, and murder, which raised great disturbances in the 
royal family, and ended in the ruin of all who were concerned in them. 
Statira was daughter to Hydarnes. governor of one of the chief provinces of 
the empire. Artaxerxes, then called Arsaces, was charmed with her beauty, 
and married her. At the same time, Teriteuchmes her brother married 
Hamestris, one of the daughters of Darius, and sister to Arsaces ; by reason 
of which marriage he had interest enough, on his father's demise, to get him- 
self appointed to his government. But, in the mean time, he conceived a 
passion for his own sister Roxana, nowise inferior in beauty to Statira; and 
that he might enjoy her without constraint, resolved to despatch his wife Ha- 
mestris, and light up the flames of rebellion in the kinp^dom. Darius being 
apprised of his design, engaged Udiastes, an intimate fnend of Teriteuchmes, 
to kill him, and was rewarded by the king with the government of his pro- 
vince. Upon this some commotions were raised by the son of Teriteuchmes ; 
but the king's forces having the superiority, all the family of Hydarnes were 
^prebendedf and delivered to Paiysatis, that she might execute her revenge 
vpoo tbem for the injury done or mtendedi \o Yiex ^wi^\itfir. That cruel 
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share his fate. But Arsicas applied to his mother, with many 
tears and entreaties, and, with much difficulty, prevailed upon 
her not only to spare her life, but to excuse him from divorc- 
ing her. Yet his mother had the greater affection for Cyrus, 
and was desirous of raising him to the throne: therefore, 
when he was called from his residence on the coast in the sick- 
ness of Darius, he returned full of hopes that the queen's in- 
terest had established him successor. Parysatis had indeed a 
specious pretence, which the ancient Xerxes had made use of 
at the suggestion of Demaratus, that she had brought Darius 
his son Arsicas when- he was in a private station, but Cyrus 
when he was a king. However, she could not prevail. Da- 
rius appointed his eldest son his successor; on wnich occasion 
his name was changed to Artaxerxes. Cyrus had the govern- 
ment of Lydia, and was to be commander-in-chief on the coast 
Soon after the death of Darius, the king, his successor, went 
to Pasargadae, in order to be consecrated, according to custom, 
by the priests of Persia. In that city there is the temple of a 
goddess, who has the affairs of war under herpatronage, and, 
therefore, may be supposed to be Minerva. The prince to be 
consecrated, must enter that temple, put off his own robe there, 
and take that which was worn oy the great Cyrus before he 
was king. He must eat a cake of figs, chew some turpentine, 
and drink a cup of acidulated milk. Whether there are any 
other ceremonies is unknown, except to the persons concerned. 
As Artaxerxes was on the point of going to be consecrated, 
Tissaphernes brought to him a priest, who had been chief in- 
spector of Cyrus' education in his infancy, and had instructed 
him in the learning of the Magi; and, therefore, might be sup- 
posed to be as much concerned as any man in Persia at his 
pupil's not being appointed king. For that reason, his accusa- 
tion against Cyrus could not but gain credit. He accused him 
of a design to lie in wait for the king in the temple, and, after 
he had put off his garment, to fall upon him and destroy him. 
Some affirm that Cyrus was immediately seized upon this in- 
formation ; others, that he ^t into the temple, and concealed 
himself there, but was pointed out by the priest, in conse- 
Quence of which he was to be put to death ; but his mother, at 
tnat moment, took him in her arms, bound the tresses of her 
hair about him, held his neck to her own, and, by her tears 
and entreaties, prevailed to have him pardoned, and remanded 

priDceu put them all to death except Statira, whom she ^Mied, at the ear- 
nest entreaties of her husband Arsaces, contrary to the opinion of Darins. 
But Arsaces was do sooner settled upon the throne than Statira preFailed 
upon him to leave Udiastes to her correction ; and she putlihKito«^«»^Vu^ 
cruel to be described. Farvsatis, in retuTii«^db«i«\^ vsck ^ ^^~ "^ 
raes, and, not loiv aAflr, Statira lierwlf.---CrUs. ia Ptr«« 
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to the sea-coast Nevertheless, he was far from being satis- 
fied with his goyemment Instead of thinking of his brother's 
favour with gratitude, he remembered only the indignity of 
chains, and in his resentment aspired more than ever after the 
sovereignty. 

Some, indeed, say that he thought his allowance for his ta- 
ble insufficient, and, therefore, revolted from his king. But 
this is a foolish pretext : for if he had no other resource, his 
mother would have supplied him with whatever he wanted 
out of her revenues. Besides, there needs no greater proof of 
his riches than the number of foreign troops that he entertain- 
ed in his service, which were kept for him in various parts by 
his friends and retainers: for the better to conceal his prepara- 
tions, he did not keep his forces in a bodv, but had his emis- 
saries in different places, who enlisted foreigners on various 
pretences. Meanwhile his mother, who lived at court, made 
it her business to remove the king's suspicions: and Cyrus 
himself always wrote in a lenient style; sometimes beggir^ a 
candid interpretation, and sometimes recriminating upon 'Hs-: 
saphernes, as if his contention had been solely with that gran- 
dee. Add to this, that the king had a dilatory turn of mind^ 
which was natural to him, and which many took for modera- 
tion. At first, indeed, he seemed entirely to imitate the mild- 
ness of the first Artaxerxes, whose name he bore, by behaving 
with great affability to all that addressed him, and distributing 
honours and rewards to persons of merit with a lavish hand. 
He took care that punisnments should never be embittered 
with insult. If he received presents, he appeared as well 
pleased as those who offered them, or rather as those who re- 
ceived favours from him; and in conferring favours, he always 
kept a countenance of benignity and pleasure. There was not 
any thing, however trifling, brought him by way of present, 
which he did not receive kindly. Even when one Omisus 
brought him a pomegranate of uncommon size, he said, — 
"By the light of Mithra, this man, if he were made governor 
of a small city, would soon make it a great one.'' When he 
was once upon a journey, and people presented him with a 
variety of tnings by the way, a labouring man, having nothing 
else to give him, ran to the river and brought him some water 
in his hands. Artaxerxes was so much pleased that he sent 
the man a gold cup, and a thousand darics. When Euclidas 
the Lacedaemonian said many insolent things to him, he con- 
tented himself with ordering the captain of his guard to ^ve 
him this answer: — ^^* You may say what you please to the king; 
but the king would have you to know, that he can not only 
ifay, but do. One day, as he was hunting, Tiribazus showed 
him a rent in his robe: upou -wYiVeVi ii5ci^\itk^«al\^>— ^WUat 
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shall I do with it?" "Put on another, and give that to me," 
said Tiribazus. "It shall be so," said the king; "I give it 
thee ; but I charge thee not to wear it" Tiribazus, who, 
though not a bad man, was giddy and vain, disregardinjg the 
restriction, soon put on the robe, and, at the same time, tricked 
himself out with some golden ornaments fit only for queens. 
The court expressed great indignation; because it was a thing 
contrary to their laws and customs: but the king only laugh- 
ed, and said to him, — ^^ I allow thee to wear the trinkets as a 
woman, and the robe as a madman.^' 

None had been admitted to the king of Persia's table but 
his mother and his wife; the former of which sat above him, 
and the latter below him: Artaxerxes, nevertheless, did that 
honour to Ostanes and Oxathres, two of his younger brothers. 
But what afforded the Persians the most pleasing spectacle, 
was the queen Statira always riding in her chariot with the 
curtains open, and admitting the women of the country to 
approach and salute her. These things made his administra- 
tion popular. Yet there were some turbulent and factious 
men, wno represented that the affairs of Persia required a 
king of such a magnificent spirit, so able a warrior, and so 
generous a master as Cyrus was; and that the dignity of so 
great an empire could not be supported without a prince of 
high thoughts and noble ambition. It was not, tnerefore, 
without a confidence in some of the Persians, as well as in 
the maritime provinces, that Cyrus undertook the war. 

He w^rote also to the Lacedaemonians for assistance; pro- 
mising that to the foot he would give horses, and to the horse- 
men cnariots; that on those who had farms he would bestow 
villages, and on those who had villages cities. As for their 
pay, he assured them it should not be counted, but measured 
out to them. At the same time he spoke in very high terms 
of himself, telling them he had a greater and more princely 
heart than his brother; that he was the better philosopher, be- 
ing instructed in the doctrines of the Magi; and that ne could 
drink and bear more wine than his brother. Artaxerxes, he 
said, was so timorous and effeminate a man that he could not 
sit a horse in hunting, nor a chariot in time of war. The 
Lacedaemonians, therefore, sent the scytale to Clearchus, with 
orders to serve Cyrus in every thing ne demanded.* 

Cyrus began his march against the king, with a numerous 

* They took care not to inention Artaxerxes, pretending not to be privy 
to the designs that were carrying on against hun. This precaution they 
used, that, in case Artaxerxes should get the better of his brother, they 
might justify themselves to him in what they had done.— J^enop^. de Exjie- 
diL Curu 1. i 

2T» 
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army of barbarians.* and almost thirteen thonsand Crreek 
mercenaries.t He found one pretence after another for hay- 
ing^ such an armament on foot; but his real designs did not re- 
main long undiscovered : for Tissaphemes went in person to 
inform the king of them. 

This news put the court in great disorder. Parysatis was 
censured as tne principal cause of the war^ and her friends 
were suspected of a private intelligence with Gyrus. Statira, 
in her distress about the war, gave rarysatis the most trouble: 
— ^* Where is now/' she cried, " that faith which you pledged? 
Where your intercessions, by which yon saved uie man that 
was conspiring against his brother? Have they not brought 
war and all its calamities upon us?" These expostulations &k^ 
in the heart of Parysatis, who was naturally vindictive and 
barbarous in her resentment and reven^, such a hatred of 
Statira, that she contrived to take her ofif Dinon writes, that 
this cruel purpose was put in execution during the war: but 
Ctesias assures us it was after it And it is not probable, that 
he, who was an eye-witness to the transactions of that court, 
could either be ignorant of the time when the assassination 
took place, or could have any reason to misrepresent the date 
of it; though he often deviates into fictitious tales, and loves 
to give us invention instead of truth. We shall, therefore, 
leave this story to the order of time in which he has placed it. 

While Cyrus was upon his march, he had accounts brought 
him, that the king did not design to try the fortune of the field 
by giving battle immediately, out to wait in Persia till his 
forces were assembled there from all parts of his kingdom. 
And thou^ he had drawn a trench across the plain ten 
fathoms wide, as many deep,t and four hundred furlongs in 
length, yet he suffered Cyrus to pass him, and to march almost 
to Babylon. § Tiribazus, we are told, was the first who ven- 
tured to remonstrate to the king, that he ought not any longer 
to avoid an action, nor to abandon Media, Babylon, and even 

* A hundred thousand barbarians. 

i Clearchus the Lacedeemonian commanded all the Peloponnesian troops^ 
except the Achseans, who were led by Socrates of Achaia. The Boeotians 
were under Proxenus, a Theban ; and the Thessalians under Menon. The 
other nations were commanded by Persian generals, of whom Ariacus was tlie 
chief. The fleet consisted of thirty-five ships, under Pythagoras, a Lacedae- 
monian ; and twenty-five commanded by Tamos, an Egyptian, who was ad- 
miral of the whole fleet. On this occasion, Proxenus presented Xenophon 
to Cyrus, who gave him a commission amongfst the Greek mercenaries. 

1 Xenophon says, this trench was only five fathom wide, and three deep. 
Tt must be observed that the word op'^ia sometimes signifies a pace only ; and 
if it be understood so here, it will bnng Plutarch's account more within the 
bounds of probability. 

f There was a passage twenty feet wide left between the trench and the 
Euphrates, and Artaxerxes neglected to deteDdW. 
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Susa to the enemy, and hide himself in Persia; since he had 
an army infinitely jp^ater than theirs, and ten thouse^nd Sa^ 
trajm and other officers^ all of them superior to those of Cyru9 
both in courage and conduct 

Upon this he took a resolution to come to action as soon as 
possible. His sudden appearance with an army of nine hun* 
dred thousand men, well prepared and accoutred, extremely 
surprised the rebels, who, through the confidence they had in 
themselves, and contempt of their enemy, were marching in 
great confusion, and even without their arms: so that it wa& 
with great difficulty that Cyrus reduced them to any order: 
and he could not do it at last without much noise and tumult 
As the king advanced in silence, and at a slow pace, the good 
discipline (H his troops afforded an astonishing spectacle to the 
Greeks, who expected amongst such a multitude nothing but 
disorderly shouts and motions, and every other instance of 
distraction and confusion. He showed his judgment, too^ in 
placing the strongest of his armed chariots before that part of 
iiis phalanx which was opposite to the Greeks, that, hy the 
impetuosity of their motion, they might break the enemy's 
ranks before they came to close combat 

Many historians have described this battle;, but Xenophon 
has done it with such life and energy, that we do not read an 
account of it; we see it, and feel all the danger. It would be 
very absurd, therefore, to attempt any thing after him, except 
the mentioning some material circumstances which he has 
omitted. 

The place where the battle was fought is called Cunaxa, and 
is five hundred furlongs from Babylon. A little before the 
action, Clearchus advised Cvrus to post himself behind the 
Macedonians,* and not risk his person ; upon which he is re^ 
ported to have said, — ^^'What advice is this, Clearchus? 
Would you have me, at the very time I am aiming at a 
crown, to show myself unworthy of one?'' Cvrus, indeed, 
committed an error in rushing into the midst of the greatest 
danger without care or caution: but Clearchus was giiilty of 
another as great, if not greater, in not consenting to place his 
Greeks opposite to the king, and in getting the river on his 
right, to prevent his being surrounded : for if safetv was his 
principal object, and he was by all means to avoid loss, he 
ought to have staid at home. But to carry his arms ten thou- 
sand furlong from the sea, without necessibr or constraint, 
and solely with a view to place Cyrus on the throne of Persia, 
and then not to be solicitous for a post where he might best 

* This is nodoabtedly the error of aome tramciSbittK* %mVfat'^^c»ft« ^ ^"^ 
we ihoiiJd read LaoedcemoniaDs. 
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defend the prince whose pay he received, but for one in which 
he might act most at ease, and in the greatest safety, was to 
behave like a man who, on the sight of present danger, aban- 
dons the whole enterprise, and forgets the. purpose of his ex- 
pedition : for it appears from the course of the action, that if 
the, Greeks had charged those that were posted about the 
king's person, they would not have stood the shock; and after 
Artaxerxes had been slain, or put to flight, the conqueror must 
have gained the crown without further interruption: therefore, 
the ruin of Cyrus' afiairs and his death is much rather to be 
ascribed to the caution of Clearchus, than to his own rashness: 
for if the king himself had been to choose a post for the 
Greeks, w^here they might do him the least prejudice, he could 
not have pitched upon a better than that which was most re* 
mote from himself, and the troops about him. At the dis- 
tance he was from Clearchus, he knew not of the defeat of 
that part of his army which was near the river, and Cyrus 
was cut ofi" before he could avail himself of the advantages 
gained by the Greeks. Cyrus, indeed, was sensible what dis- 
position would have been of most service to him, and for that 
reason ordered Clearchus to charge in the centre; but Clear- 
chus ruined all, notwithstanding his assurances of doing every 
thing for the best: for the Greeks beat the barbarians with 
ease, and pursued them a considerable way. 

In the mean time, Cyrus being mounted on PasacaSj a 
horse of sreat spirit, but at the same time headstrong and 
unruly, fell in, as Ctesias tells us, with Artagerses, gene- 
ral of the Cadusians, who met him upon the gallop, and 
called out to him in these terms: — ^'^Most unjust ana most 
stupid of men, who disgracest the name of Cyrus, the most 
august of all names among the Persians ; thou leadest these 
brave* Greeks a vile way to plunder thy countrjf, and to de- 
stroy thy brother and thy king, who has many millions of ser- 
vants that are better men than thou. Try if he has not, and 
here thou shalt lose thy head, before thou canst see the face 
of the king." So saying, he threw his javelin at him with all 
his force; but his cuirass was of such excellent temper, that 
he was not wounded, though the violence of the blow shook 
him in his seat. Then, as Artacerses was turning his horse, 
Cyrus aimed a stroke at him with his spear, and the point of 
it entered at his collar-bone, and pierced through his neck. 
That Artagerses fell by the hand of Cyrus, almost all histo- 
rians agree. As to the death of Cyrus himself, since Xeno- 

* TrohMy xaAas has been a mistake of the transcribers for saiisf. Then it 
win be xaxsr nsv 'Ekkuvas epxn «a«nv *o$oif afAv. Thou leadett thete viie Oreek$ 
a vile wat/, SfC, 



ARTAXERXES. 321 

phon has given a very short account of it, because he was not 
on the spot when it happened, perhaps it mav not be amiss to 
give the manner of it m detail, as Dmon ana Ctesias have re- 
presented it 

Dinon tells us, that Cjnrus, after he had slain Artagerses, 
charged the vanguard of Artaxerxes with great fury, wound- 
ed ^e king's horse, and dismounted him. Tiribazus imme- 
diately mounted him on another horse, and said, — ^^ Sir, re- 
member this day, for it deserves not to be forgotten." At 
Hie second attack, Cyrus spurred his horse agamst the king, 
and gave him a wound ;* at the third, Artaxerxes, in great 
indignation, said to those that were bj, — ^'/It is better to die 
than to suffer all this.'' At the same time He advanced against 
Cyrus, who was rashly advancing to meet a shower of darts. 
Tne king wounded him with his javelin, and others did the 
same. Thus fell Cyrus, as some say, by the blow which the 
king gave him; but according to others, it was a Carian sol- 
dier who despatched him, and who afterwards, for his ex- 
ploit, had the nonour of carrying a golden cock, at the head 
of the army, on the point of his spear: for the Persians called 
the Carians cocks, on account of the crests with which they 
adorned their helmets. 

Ctesias' story is very long, but the purport of it is this:— 
When Cyrus had slain Artagerses, he pushed his horse up 
towards the king, and the king advanced against him, botn 
in silence. Ariacus, one of the friends of Cyrus, first aimed 
a blow at the king, but did not wound him. Then the king 
threw his javelin at Cyrus, but missed him; the weapon, how- 
ever, did execution upon Tissaphernes,t a man of approved 
valour, and a faithful servant to C3frus. It was now Cyrus' 
turn to try his javelin ; it pierced the king's cuirass, and jgoing 
two fingers deep into his breast, brought him from his horse. 
This caused sucn disorder in his troops that they fled. But the 
king recovenng, retired with a few of his men, among whom 
was Ctesias, to an eminence not far off, and there reposed him- 
self. In the mean time, Cyrus' horse, grown more furious by 
the action, carried him deep amongst the enemy; and as 
night was coming on, they did . not know him, and his own 
men sought for nim in vain. Elated, however, with vic- 
tory, and naturally daring and impetuous, he kept on, cry- 
ing out in the Persian language as he went, — ^^Make way, 
ye slaves, make way !" They humbled themselves, and opened 



*Or,witktkeviolenu<if the encomUery beat the king /r^ In 

the original it is fwtt<m w (mw nanfioKi rov Apralfcp^v. 

t Titiaphemei n probably an erroneous reaoing. W« know alt lyc^TW 
Mipbeniet bat the ffrandee of that name^ ^Vn 'ww %. ^od&ft^ ^er«:«^N& 
ArtazierxM. One of the mvMworipti g^roa \tt Sadli|AixarMiu 
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their ranks; but his tiara happened to Call from his head: 
and a young Persian, named Mithridates, in passing, wounded 
him with his lance in the temple near his eye, without know- 
ing who he was. Such a quantity of blood issued from the 
wound that he was seized with a giddiness, and fell senseless 
from his horse. The horse, having lost his rider, wandered 
about the field; the furniture, too, was fallen off, and the ser- 
vant of Mithridates, who had given him the wound, took it 
up, all stained with blood. 

At last Cyrus, with much difficulty, becan to recover from 
his swoon; and a few eunuchs, who attended him, endeavour- 
ed to mount him on another horse, and so to carry him out of 
danger. But as he was too weak to sit a horse, he thought it 
better to walk, and the eunuchs supported him as he went. 
His head was still heavy, and he tottered at every step ; yet 
he imagined himself victorious, because he heard the fugitives 
calling Cyrus king, and imploring mercy. 

At mat instant some Caunians of mean condition, who per- 
formed the most servile offices for the royal armv, happened 
to mix with the company of Cyrus as friends. They perceiv- 
ed, however, though not without difficulty, that the clothinjg 
of his people was red, wliereas that given by the king theu* 
master was white. One of these then ventured to give Cyrus 
a stroke with his spear behind, without knowing nim to be 
the prince. The weapon hit his ham and cut the sinew; upon 
which he fell, and in falling dashed his wounded temple agamst 
a stone, and died upon the spot Such is Ctesias' story of the 
death of Cyrus, which, like a blunt weapon, hacks and hews 
him a long time, and can hardly kill him at last. 

Soon after Cyrus expired, an officer, who was called the 
hinges eye, passed that way. Artasyras (for that was his name) 
knowing the eunuchs, who were mourning over the corpse, 
addressed him who appeared to be most faithful to his master, 
and said, — " Pariscas, who is that whom thou art lamenting so 
much?" " Artasyras!" answered the eunuch, " see you not 

Erince Cyrus dead?" Artasyras was astonished at the event: 
owever, he desired the eunuch to compose himself and take 
care of the corpse; and then rode at full speed to Artax- 
erxes, who had given up all for lost, and was ready to faint 
both with thirst and witn the anguish of his wound. In these 
circumstances the officer found him, and with a joyful accent 
hailed him in these words, — ^^ I have seen Cyrus d^ead." The 
king at first was impatient to see the dead body himself, and 
commanded Artasyras immediately to conduct him to it But 
finding all the field full of terror and dismay, upon a report 
thsLt the Greeks, victorious in their quarter, were pursuing Hie 
fugitives^ and putting a\\ to lYie ^vjot^l^Yv^ ^avs.^\, ^ico^er to 
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send out a greater number to feoonnoitre the place, which 
Artasyras had told him of. Accordingly, thirty men went 
with flambeaux in their hands. Still the king was almost dy- 
ing with thirst, and the eunuch Satibarzanes sought eyery 
place for water; for the field afibrded none, and they were at 
a great distance from the camp. After much search, he found 
one of these poor Caunians had about two quarts of bad water in 
a mean bottle, and he took it and carried it to the king. Af- 
ter the king had drank it all up, the eunuch asked him, — ^^ If 
he did not find it a disagreeable beyerage?'* Upon which he 
swore by all the gods, — ^^ That he had neyer drank the most de- 
licious wine, nor the lightest and clearest water, with so much 
pleasure. I wish, only/' continued he, " that I could find the 
man who gaye it thee, that I might make him a recompense. 
In the mean time, I entreat the gods to make him happy and 
rich." 

While he was speaking, the thirty men whom he had sent 
out, returned in great exultation, and confirmed the news of 
his unexpected good fortune. Now, likewise, numbers of his 
troops repaired to him again, and dismissing his fears, he de- 
scended from the eminence with many torches carried before 
him. When he came to the dead body, according to the law 
of the Persians, the right hand and the head were cut ofi"; and 
hayinff ordered the head to be brought to him, he took it by 
the hair, which was long and thick, and showed it to the fugi- 
tiyes, and to such as were still doubtful of the fortune of the 
day. They were astonished at the sight, and prostrated them- 
selyes before him. Seyenty thousand men soon assembled 
about him, and with them he returned to his camp. Ctesias 
tells us, he had led four hundred thousand men that day into the 
field ; but Dion and Xenophon make that number much greater. 
As to the number of the killed, Ctesias says, an account only 
of nine thousand was brought to Artaxerxes; whereas there 
appeared to Ctesias himselt to be no fewer than twenty thou- 
sand. That article, therefore, must be left dubious, fiut no- 
thing can be a more palpable falsity than what Ctesias adds, 
that he was sent ambassador to the Greeks in conjunction with 
Phayllus the Zacynthian, and some others: for Xenophon 
knew that Ctesias was at the Persian court; he mentions him 
in his works, and it is plain that he had met with his books. 
Therefore, if he had been joined in commission to settle such 
important afiairs, he would not haye passed him by unnoticed, 
but would haye mentioned him witn Phayllus. Ctesias, in- 
deed, was a man of unbounded yanity, as well as strong at- 
tachment to Clearchus; and, for that reason, always leaver ^ 
corner in the story for himself, when he \s Ar^wwti^ oxsN. *^^ 
praises of Clearchus and the Laceda&momws. 



324 ARTAXERXES. 

After the batde, the king sent great and yaluable presents 
to the son of Artagerses, who was slain by C]nru8. He re- 
warded also Ctesias and others in a distinguished manner; 
and having found the Caunian who gave him the bottle of wa- 
ter, he raised him from indieence and obscurity to riches and 
honours. There was someuine of an analogy between his 
punishments and the crime. One Arbaces, a Mede, in the 
Dattle deserted to Cyrus, and after that prince was killed, came 
back to his colours. As he perceived that the man had done 
it rather out of cowardice than any treasonable design, all the 
pendty he laid upon him, was to carry about a naked courte- 
san upon his shoulders a whole day in the market-place. An- 
other, beside deserting, had jB^ven it out, that he had killed 
two of the enemy^ and, for bis punishment, he only ordered 
his tongue to be pierced through with three needles. 

He supposed, and he was desirous of having it pass upon 
the world, that Cyrus fell by his hand. This induced him to 
send valuable presents to Mithridates, who gave him the first 
wound, and to instruct the messengers to say, — ^< The king 
does you this honour, because you mund the furniture of Cy- 
rus' horse, and brought it to him." And when the Carian, 
who gave Cyrus the stroke in his ham that caused his death, 
asked for his reward, he ordered those who gave it him to 
say, — ^^ The king bestows this upon you, because you were 
the second person that brought him good tidings: for Arta- 
syras was the first, and you the next that brought him an ac- 
count of the death of Cyrus." Mithridates went away in si- 
lence, though not without concern. But the unhappy Carian 
could not conquer the common disease of vanity. Elated 
with what he thought his good fortune, and aspiring to things 
above his walk in life, he would not receive his reward lor 
tidings, but angrily insisted, and called the gods and men to 
witness, that he, and no other man, killed Cyrus; and that it 
was not just to rob him of the glory. 

The km^ was so much incensed at this, that he ordered the 
man's head to be cut ofi*. But his mother Parysatis being 
present, said, — " Let not this villanous Carian go ofi'so: leave 
nim to me, and he shall have the reward which his audacious 
tongue deserves." Accordingly, the king gave him up to her, 
and she delivered him to the executioners, with orders to tor- 
ture him for ten days, and then to tear out his eyes, and pour 
molten brass into his ears, till he expired. 

Mithridates also came to a miserable end soon after, through 

his own folly. Being invited one evening to supper, where 

both the eunuchs of the king, and those of his mother were 

present^ he went in a robe embroidered with gold, which he 

had received from the lung. "DuT\ti^\)afc ^x!L\j&x\ai\v\ei^\vt^ Pary- 
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satis' principal eunuch took occasion to say^r— ^ What a beau- 
tiful garment is this, Mithridates, which the king has siven 
you! How handsome are those bracelets and that chain!' 
How valuable your cimitar! He has certainly made you not 
only a great, but a happy man.'' Mithridates, who by this 
time was flushed with wine, made answer, — ^' What are these 
things, Sparamixes? I deserve much greater marks of honour 
than these for the services I rendered the king that day." 
Then Sparamixes replied, with a smile, — ^^ I speak not in the 
least out of envy; but since, according to the Greek proverb, 
there is truth in wine, let me tell you my mind freely, and ask 
you what ^eat matter it is to find a horse's furniture fallen 
ofi*, and bring it to the king?" This he said, not that he was 
ignorant of uie real state of the case; but because he wanted 
to lay him open, and saw that the wine had made him talka- 
tive, and taken him ofi* his guard, he studied to pic[ue his va- 
nity. Mithridates, no longer master of himself, said: — ^^ You 
may talk of what furniture and what trifles you please; but I 
tell jou plainly, it was by this hand that Cyrus was slain: for 
I did not, like Artagerses, throw my iavelin in vain, but 
pierced his temples near the eye, and brought him to the 
ground ; and of that wound he died." The rest of the com- 
pany saw the dreadful fate that would befall Mithridates, and 
looked with dejected eyes upon the ground ; but he who gave 
the entertainment said, — ^'^Let us now attend to our eating 
and drinking; and, adoring the fortune of the king, let such 
matters alone as are too high for us." 

Immediately after the company broke up, the eunuch told 
Farysatis what had been said, and she informed the king. Ar- 
taxerxes, like a person detected, and one who had lost a vic- 
tory out of his nands, was enraged at this discovery : for he 
was desirous of making all the barbarians and Greeks believe, 
that in the several encounters he both gave and received blows; 
and that though he was wounded himself, he killed his adver- 
sary. He therefore condemned Mithridates to the punish- 
ment of the boat. The manner of it is this: — ^They take two 
boats, which are made to fit to each other, and extend the 
criminal in one of them in a supine posture. Then they turn 
the other upon it, so that the poor wretch's body is covered, 
and only the head and hands are out at one end, and the feet 
at the other. They ^ive him victuals daily, and if he refuses 
to eat, they compel him by prickinjg him in the eyes. After 
he has eaten, they make nim drink a mixture 01 honey and 
mill^ which they pour into his mouth. They spread the same, 
too, over his face, and always turn him so as to have the sun. 
full in his eyes; the consequence of which \a>^S[kaX.\A& S»s^ v& 
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cohered wi& ftwanns of ffies. As all the fiecessary eraeaa* 
tions of a man who eats and drinks are within the boat, the 
filthineas and comiption engender a quantity of worms, whidi 
oonsmne his Aesh, and penetrate to nis entrails. When they 
fold that the 4nan is dead, they take off the upper boat, and 
have the spectacle of a carcass whose flesh is eaten away, and 
of numberless vermin clingine to and mawing the bowels. 
Mithridates, with much difficulty, found death, after he had 
been consumed in this manner for seventeen days. 

There remained now no other mark for the vengeance of 
Parysatis but Mesabates, one of the king's eunuchs, who cut 
off Cyrus' head and hand. As he took care to give her no 
handle against him, she laid this scheme for his destruction : — 
She was a woman of keen parts in all respects, and in particu- 
lar she played well at dice. The king often played with her 
before tne war, and being reconciled to her after it, took the 
same diversion with her. She was even the confidant of his 
pleasures, and scrupled not to assist him in any Hiing of gal- 
lantry. 

Statira indeed was the object of her hatred, and she let her 
have a very small share of the kin^s company; for she was 
determined to have the principal interest with him herself. 
One day, finding Artaxerxes wanted something to pass away 
the time, she challenged him to play for a thousand daricsy 
and purposely managed her dice so ill that she lost. She paid 
the money immediately, but pretended to be much chagrined, 
and called on him to play s^m for an eunuch. He consented 
to the proposal, and they agreed each of them to except five of 
their most faithful eunuchs; the winner was to have his choice 
out of the rest On these conditions they played. The queen, 
who had the affair at heart, exerted all her skill, and neing 
favoured besides by the dice, won the eunuch, and pitched 
upon Mesabates, who was not of the number of the excepted. 
He was immediately delivered to her, and before the kinjg sus- 
pected any thing of her intentions, she put him in the hands 
of the executioners, with orders to flay him alive, to fix his 
body on three stakes, and to stretch out his skin by itself. The 
king was highly incensed, and expressed his resentment in 
strong terms: but she only said, in a laughing ironical way: — 
'^ This is pleasant, indeedf, that you must te so angry about 
an old useless eunuch, while I say not a word of my loss of a 
thousand darics.^^ The king, thoueh much concerned at the 
imposition, held his peace. But Statira, who on other occa- 
sions openly censured the practice of the queen-mother, com- 
plained now bf her injustice and cruelty in sacrificing to Cyrus 
the eunuchs Jtnd other faithful servants of the king. 
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After Tiflsapheraeai* had decoived Clearchnt and the other 
Grecian officers, and, contrary to the treaty and his oatbs, put 
them in cbtaQS, Ct^8iflft tells U8> that Clearehua made interest 
with them for the recovery of a comb. When he had obtained 
it| it seems he was so mucii pleased with the use of it, that he 
took his ring from his finger, and gave it Ctesias, that it might 
appear as a token of his regard for him to his friends and re- 
lations in LacedsBmon. The device was a dance of the CaryOf- 
tides A He adds, tibiat whenever provisions were sent to Clear- 
chus, his fellow-prisoners took most of them for themselves, 
and left him a very small share; but that he corrected this 
abuse, by procuring a larger quantity to be sent to Clear- 
chus, and separating the allowance of the others from his. 
All Uiis (according to our author) was done with the consent, 
and by the favour of Parysatis. As he sent every day a gam- 
mon of bacon among the provisions, Clearchus suggested 
to him, that he might easily conceal a small dagger m the 
fleshy part, and begged earnestly that he would do it, that his 
fate might not be left to the cruel disposition of Artaxerxes; 
but through fear of the king's displeasure, he refused. The 
king, however, at the request of his mother, promised upon 
oath not to put Clearchus to death; but afterwards he was per- 
suaded by Statira, to destroy all the prisoners, except Menon. 
On this account he tells us, Parysatis plotted a^nst Statira, 
and resolved to take her off by poison. But it is a great ab- 
surdity in Ctesias to assign so disproportionate a cause. 
Would Parysatis, for the sake of Clearchus, undertake so hor- 
rid and dangerous an enterprise, as that of poisoning the king'^ 
lawful wife, by whom be had children, and an neir to his 
crown? It is clear enough that he tells this fabulous tale to 
do honour to the memory of Clearchus : for he adds, that the 
carcases of the other officers were torn in pieces by dogs and 
birds; but that a storm of wind brought a great heap of sand, 
and provided a tomb for Clearchus. Around this heap there 
sprung up a number of palm-trees, which soon grew into an 
admirable grove, and spread their protecting shade over the 
place; so that the king repented greatly of what he had done, 
oelieving that he had destroyed a man who was a favourite of 
the gods. 

* TiBsapbenes, by promises which he did not mtend to keep, drevr Clear- 
ohuB to an iotenriew in has tent He went with four principal oAoers and 
twenty captains, to wait on the Persian, who put Clearchus and the four 
officers under arrest, and ordered the twenty captains to be cut in pieces. 
Some time after the kfaiff commanded Clearchus, and aU the four officers, 
excqpt Menon, to be beheaded. — Xenopk, de Ea^ped. Cyri, 1. ii. 

tCarya was a town in Lsoonia, where there was a temple of Diana. Ia>~^ 
deed, the whole town was dedicated io Diana and hiat imu^^taau \».^^fito^n«aN^ 
before the temple stood a statqe of Diana CarvoAis^ vMl^^^\u^»^^<^^^=^^^ 
kept M yearly mtirvd on which they danced TiKindk. 
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It was, therefore, only from the hatred and jealousy which 
Farysatis had entertained of Statira from the first, that she 
embarked in so cruel a design. She saw that her own power 
with the king depended only on his reverence for her .as his 
mother; whereas that of Statira was founded in love, and 
confirmed by the greatest confidence in her fidelity. The point 
she had to carry was great, and she resolved to make one des- 
perate efibrt She had a faithful and favourite attendant, 
named Gigis, who, as Dinon tells us, assisted in the afiair of 
Uie poison; but, according to Ctesias, she was only conscious 
to it, and that against her will. The former calls the person 
who provided the poison Melantas; the latter Belitaras. 

These two princesses had, in appearance, foreot their old 
suspicions and animosities, and began to visit and eat at each 
other's table. But thev did it with so much distrust and cau- 
tion, as to make it a rule to eat of the same dish, and even of 
the same slices. There is a small bird in Persia which has no 
excrements, the intestines being only filled with fat; on which 
account it is supposed to live upon air and dew: the name of 
it is Rhyntaces, Ctesias writes that Farysatis divided one of 
these birds with a small knife that was poisoned on one side, 
and, taking the wholesomer part herself, gave the other to Sta- 
tira. Dinon, however, affirms, that it was not Farysatis, but 
Melantas, who cut the bird in two, and presented the poisoned 
part to Statira. Be that as it may, she died in dreadful ago- 
nies and convulsions; and was not only sensible herself of me 
cause, but intimated her suspicions to the king, who knew too 
well the savage and implacable temper of his mother: he, 
therefore, immediately made an inquisition into the afiair. He 
took her officers and servants that attended at her table, and 
put them to the torture. But she kept Gigis in her own apart- 
ment; and when the king demanded her, refused to give her 
up. At last, Gigis begged of the queen-mother to let her go 
in the night to her o wn nouse ; and the king being informed of 
it, ordered some of his guards to intercept ner. Accordingly, 
she was seized, and condemned to die. The laws of Persia 
have provided this punishment for poisoners: — Their heads 
are placed on a broad stone, and then crushed with another, 
till nothing of the figure remains. In that manner was Gigis 
executed. As for Farysatis, the king did not reproach her 
with her crime, nor punish her any farther, than by sending 
her to Babylon, (which was the place she desired to retire to,) 
and declarmg that he would never visit that city while she 
lived. Such was the state of his domestic afiairs. 

He was no less solicitous to get the Greeks into his hands, 
who had foilowed Cyrus into Asia, than he had been to con- 
quer Cyrus himself; and to k^ep \5[v^ ^x^yj^ ^w\.Vw^ ^wlIA uot 
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succeed.* For though they had lost Cyrus their general, aiid 
their own officers, yet they forced their way, as it were, out of 
the very palace of Artaxerxes, and made it appear to all the 
world uiat the Persians and their king had nothing to value 
themselves upon but wealth, luxury, and women; and that 
the rest were mere parade and ostentation. This gave fresh 
spirits to the Greeks, and taufjht them to despise the barba- 
rians. The Lacedaemonians, in particular, thought it would 
be a great dishonour, if they did not now deliver the Asiatic 
GreeKs from servitude, and put an end to the insults of the 
Persians. Their first attempt was under the direction of 
Thimbro, and the next under that of Dercyllidas: but as those 
generals effected nothing of importance, the conduct of the 
war was given to Agesilaus. That prince immediately passed 
into Asia with his fleet, and soon distinguished himself hy his 
vigorous operations; for he defeated Tissaphernes in a pitched 
batUe, and brought over several cities. 

By these losses^ Artaxerxes understood what was his best 
method of making war. He, therefore, sent Hermocrates the 
Rhodian into Greece with a great quantity of gold, having in- 
structed him to corrupt with it the leading men among the 
states, and to stir up a Grecian war against Xiacedaemon. 

Hermocrates acquitted himself so well in his commission, 
that the most considerable cities leagued against Sparta, and 
there were such commotions in Peloponnesus, that tne ma^s- 
trates were forced to recall Agesilaus from Asia. On leaving 
that country, he is reported to have said to his friends, — ^^ The 
king drives me out of Asia with thirty thousand archers." 
For the Persian money bore the impression of an archer. 

Artaxerxes deprived the Lacedaemonians of the dominion 
of the sea, by means of Conon the Athenian, who acted in 
conjunction with Pharnabazus. For Conon, after he had lost 
the sea-fight at ^gos Potamos, took up his abode in Cyprus; 
not merely to provide for his own safety, but to wait for a 
change of affairs, as mariners wait for tne turn of the tide. 
As he saw that his own plan wanted a respectable power to 

* The Greeks were at a yast distance from their own country, in the very 
heart of the Persian empire, surrounded by a numerous army flushed with 
victory, and had no way to return again into 6reece,'but by forcings their re- 
treat throu^ an immense tract of the enemy's country. But ttmr valonr 
and resolution mastered all these difficulties ; and, in spite of apowerftilarmy 
which pursued and harassed them all the way, they made a retreat of two 
thousand three hundred and twenty-five miles, through the provinces bekmg- 
iuff to the Persians, and got safe to the Grieek cities on the Euxine sea. 
Clearchus had ihe conduct of this march at first; but he being cut off by the 
treachery of Ti8sapbenies» Xenophon was choMO in his room ; and to his 
valour and wisdom it was chie^ owing that at Ifiimiik i&«?| ^b=^ tsiS;s^>8i^ 
Greece. 

Vol. IV. 2T tV" 
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carry it into execution, and that the Persian power required n 
person of ability to conduct it, he wrote the King an account 
of the measures he had concerted. The messenger was order- 
ed to eet the letter delivered into his hands by Zeno the Cre- 
tan, who danced in the revels, or by Polycritus the Mendean, 
who was his physician; and in case of their absence, by Ctesias, 
another physician. The letter, we are told, was given to 
Ctesias, and he added to it this paragraph: — ^^I desire vou, sir, 
to send Ctesias to me, for he will oe very serviceable in the 
business of the navy." But Ctesias affirms that the king, witih- 
out any kind of solicitation, put him upon this service. 

After Artaxerxes had gained, bvConon and Phamabazus,the 
battle of Cnidus, which stripped the Lacedaemonians of the 
empire of the sea, he drew almost all Greece into his interest; 
insomuch that the celebrated peace, called the Peace of An- 
talcidas, was entirely of his modelling. Antalcidas was a 
Spartan, the son of Leon, and so strongl^r attached to the 
king, that he prevailed with the Lacedaemonians to give up to 
him all the Greek cities in Asia, and the islands which are 
reckoned amongst its dependencies, to be held as his tributa- 
ries, in virtue of the peace, if we can call that a peace, by 
which Greece was dishonoured and betrayed; whicn was in- 
deed so vile a bargain, that the most unsuccessful war could 
have terminated in nothing more inglorious. 

Hence it was that Artaxerxes, though, according to Dinon's 
account, he always detested the other Spartans as the most im- 
pudent of men, yet expressed a great regard for Antalcidas 
when he came to his court One evening he took a chaplet 
of flowers from his head, dipped it in the richest essences, and 
sent it from his table to Antalcidas. All the court was as- 
tonished at such a mark of favour. But there seems to have 
been a propriety in making him so ridiculous a compliment;* 
and he was a fit man to wear such a crown, who could take off 
Leonidas and Callicratides in a dance before the Persians. 
Somebody happening to say in the hearing of Agesilaus, — 
"Alas for Greece ! when the Lacedaemonians are turning Per- 
sians;" he corrected him, and said, — ^'^No; the Medes are 
rather turning Lacedaemonians." But the wit of the expres- 
sion did not remove the dis^ace of the thing. They lost their 
superiority in Greece by the ill-fought battle of I«euctra, as 
they had before lost their honour by the vile conditions of this 
peace. 

So long as Sparta kept the lead, the king admitted Antalcidas 

* It wa$ a compliment entirely oat of character to a Lacedaemonian, who, 
M3 such, was supposed to yalue \mn«eVf ivpodi the •implicity of his maxmen, 
^uki oa BrMing aJJ approach^ to luxury. 
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to thepriyileges of hospitality, and called him his friend. But 
when, upon their defeat at Leuctra, the Spartans sent Agesi- 
laus into Egypt to get a supply of money, and Antalcidas went 
upon the same business to the Persian court, Artaxerxes treat- 
ed him with so much neglect and contempt, that between the 
ridicule he suffered from his enemies, and his fear of the re- 
sentment of the ephori, he resolved, on his return, to starve 
himself to death. Ismenias the Theban, and Pelopidas, who 
had lately won the battle of Leuctra, went also to the court of 
Artaxerxes. Pelopidas submitted to nothing unworthy of his 
country or character; but Ismenias being commanded to adore 
the king, purposely let his ring fall from his finger, and tiien, 
by stooping to take it up, appeared in a posture of adoraiion. 
Tima^ras the Athenian, having given tne king some secret 
intellijgence in a letter which ne sent by a secretary named 
Beluris, he was so much pleased, that he made him a present 
of ten thousand darics. The same Timagoras wanted a sup- 
ply of cow's milk, on account of a languishing disorder, and 
Artaxerxes ordered eighty .cows for his use, which were to fol- 
low him wherever he went He likewise sent him a bed, with 
the necessary coverle4e, and Persian servants to make it, be- 
cause hethouffhtthe Greeks not skilled in that art; and he or- 
dered him to De;«arried to the sea-side in a litter, on account 
of his indisposition. To this we may add the allowance for 
his table while he was at court, which, was so magnificent, that 
Ostanes, the king's brother, one day said to him, ^^Tima^oras, 
remember this table, for it is not so sumptuous for nothmg.'' 
This was rather reproaching him with his treason, than calling 
for his acknowledgments. And, indeed, Timagoras, on his 
return, was capitalfy condemned by the Athenians for taking 
bribes. 

Artaxerxes, in some measure, atoned for the causes of sor- 
row he gave the Greeks, by doing one thing that afforded them 
great pleasure: he put Tissaphernes, their most implacable 
enem^, to death. This he dia partly at the instigation of Pa- 
rysatis, who added other charges to those alleged against him : 
for he did not long retain his anger, but was reconciled to his 
mother, and sent tor her to court; because he saw she had un- 
derstanding and spirit enough to assist in governing the king- 
dom, and mere now remained no further cause ot suspicions 
and uneasiness between them. From this time she made it a 
rule to please the king in all her measures, and not to oppose 
any of nis inclinations, by which she gained an absolute as- 
eendant over him. She perceived that he had a strong passion 
for one of his own dau^nters, named Atossa. He endeavour- 
ed^ indeed, to conceal it on his mother's aACQKVTkV^'cAx^^ec«>x>r' 
cd it in public; though, accordinf^ \d voto!^ iaiOBst%^H»''*«=«»»^ 
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already a private commerce with the princess. Parysatis no 
sooner suspected the intrigue, than she caressed her grand- 
daughter more than ever, and was continually praising to Ar- 
taxerxes both her beauty and her behaviour, in which she 
assured him there was something jgreat and worthy of a crown. 
At last she persuaded him to make her his wife, withoat re- 
gardinfi^the laws and opinions of the Greeks: — ^^Grod/' said 
she, ^< has made you a la^ to the Persians, and a rule of riffht 
and wrong.'' Some historians, amount whom is Heraclides 
of Cumae, affirm that Artaxerxes married not only Atoasa, but 
another of his daughters, named Amestris, of whom we shsdl 
speak by and bye. His aflfection for Atossa was so strong, 
tnat, though she had a leprosy, which spread itself over her 
body, he was not disgusted at it; but he was daily imploring 
Juno for her, and grasping the dust of her temple; for ne paid 
his homage to no other goddess. At the same time, by his 
order, his great officers sent so many offerings to her shrine, 
that the whole space between the palace and tne temple, which 
was sixteen furlongs, was filled with gold, silver, purple, and 
fine horses.* 

He sent Pharnabazus and Iphicratesw't) make war upon the 
Egyptians; but the expedition miscarried, through the dif- 
ference which happened between the generals he employed. 
After this he went in person against the Cadusians, witn three 
hundred thousand foot and ten thousand horse. Their coun- 
try is rough and uneven, and covered with perpetual fogs. 
As it produces no corn or fruits by cultivation, the inhabitants, 
a fierce and warlike race of men, live upon wild pears, apples, 
and other things of that kind. He, therefore, insensibfy fell 
into ^reat danger and distress; for his troops could find no 
provisions there, nor could they be supplied from any other 
place. They were forced to kill their beasts of burden and 
eat them; and those became so scarce, that an ass's head was 
sold for sixty drachmas. The king's table itself was ill sup- 
plied ; and there remained only a few horses, all the rest hav- 
ing been used for food. 

In this extremity, Tiribazus, who often was in high favour 
on account of his valour, and often degraded for his levity, 
and who, at this very time, was in the greatest disgrace, saved 
the king and his whole army by the following stratagem: — 
The Cadusians having two kmgs, each had his separate camp. 
Upon this Tiribazus formed his scheme; and after he had 
communicated it to Artaxerxes, went himself to one of those 
princes, and sent his son to the other. Each imposed upon 

* As horses seem a strange present to Jnno, and are as strangely mixed 
fritii gold, silver, and purple, Uacier conjectures, that instead of farvwv, Aonrex, 
»e BboM read Ai3wv, preoout itcMei* 
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the king he applied to, by pretending that the other was going 
to send a private embassy to Artaxerxes, to negociate a sepa- 
rate alliance: — ^^ But if you are wise/* said they, " you will be 
beforehand with your rival, and we will assist you in the whole 
affair." This ailment had its effect; and each, persuaded that 
the other was undermining him out of envy, sent his ambassa- 
dors ; the one with Tiribazus, and the other with his son. As 
some time passed before they returned, Artaxerxes be^an to 
suspect; and there were those who suggested that Tiribazus 
had some traitorous design. The king was extremely deject- 
ed, and, repenting of the confidence he had reposed in nim, 
g^ve ear to all the calumnies of his enemies. But at last Ti- 
ribazus arrived, as did also his son, with the Cadusian ambas- 
sadors, and peace was made with both parties; in consequence 
of which Tiribazus returned with the king in greater esteem 
and authority than ever. During this expedition Artaxerxes 
a(howed that timidity and effeminacy oucht not to be ascribed, 
as they generally are, to the pomp and luxuries of life, but to 
a native meanness and a depraved judgment: for neither the 
gold, the purple, nor the jewels, wnich the king always wore, 
and which were worth no less than twelve thousand talents, 
hindered him from bearing the same fatigues and hardships 
with the meanest soldier in his army. He took his quiver on 
his back, and his buckler upon his arm, and, quitting his horse, 
would often march foremost upon the most craggy and diffi- 
cult places ; insomuch that others found their task much light- 
er, wnen thev saw the strength and alacrity with which he pro- 
ceeded ; for he marched above two hundred furlonss a-day. 

At last he arrived at one of his own palaces, where tnere 
were gardens and parks of great extent and beauty, though 
the country around it was naked and barren. As the weather 
was exceedingly cold, he permitted his men to cut wood out 
of his own parks, without sparing either pine or cypress: and 
when the soldiers were loth to touch trees of such size and 
beauty, he took an axe in his own hand, and laid it to the finest 
tree amongst them. After which they cut them down without 
scruple, and having made a number of fires, passed the night 
with great satisfaction. 

He found, however, on his arrival at his capital, that he had 
lost many brave men, and almost all his horses; and imagining 
that he was despised for his losses, and the ill success of the 
expedition, he became suspicious of his grandees. Many of 
them he put to death in anger, and more out of fear. For fear 
is the most sanguinary principle a tj^rant can act from; 
courage, on the contrary, is merciful, mild, and unsuspicious. 
Thus, tiie most timorous animals are the hQxd!^*&\.\j^\)j^^»ssiK^\ 
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but the more eenerous, having less suspicion, because thejr 
have less fear, fly not the caresses and society of men. 

Artaxerxes beinir now far advanced in years, observed his 
sons making parties for the crown amonest hU friends and the 
rest of the nobility. The more equitable part were for his 
leavine it to his eldest son Darius, as he had received it from 
his fauier in the same rieht But his younger son Ochus, 
who was an active man ana of a violent spirit, nad also a coa- 
siderable interest among the grandees. Besides, he hoped to 
gain his father through Atossa; for he paid his court to her, 
and promised to make her the partner of his throne, upon tiie 
deatn of Artaxerxes. Nay, it was said that he had already 
private familiarities with her. Artaxerxes, though he was 
Ignorant of this circumstance, resolved to cut off the hopes of 
Ochus at once, lest, following the daring steps of his uncle 
Cvrus, he should involve tbe kingdom again in civil wars. 
He, therefore, declared Darius his successor, who was now 
twenty-five* vears old, and permitted him to wear the point 
of his turbanf erect, as a marb of royalty. 

As it is customarj in Persia for the heir to ask a favour of 
him that declared hmi such, which, if possible, is always grant- 
ed, Darius asked for Aspasia, who haa been the favourite mis- 
tress of Cyrus, and was now one of the king's concubines. She 
was a native of Phocea in Ionia, and her parents, who were 
above the condition of slaves, had given her a good education. 
One evening she was introduced to Cyrus at supper witJi the 
other women. The v approached him without scruple, and re- 
ceived his jokes and caresses with pleasure; but Aspasia stood 
by in silence ; and when Cyrus called her, she refused to go. 
Perceiving that the chamberlains were about to compel her, 
she said, — ^^ Whoever lays hands upon me shall repent it'^ 
Upon which the company looked upon her as an unpolished 
creature; but Cyrus was pleased, and said, with a smile, to 
the person who brought the women, — ^^ Do you not see, tiiat 
of all you have provided, this only has generous and virtuous 
sentiments!" From this moment he attached himself to her, 
loved her most of all his concubines, and called her Aspasia 
the wise. When Cyrus fell in battle, she was taken amongst 
the plunder of his camp. 

Artaxerxes was much concerned at his son's request ; for 
the barbarians are so extremely jealous of their women, that 
capital punishment is inflicted, not only on the man who 
speaks to, or touches one of the king's concubines, but on him 

* In the printed text it is Jifly; but one of the maniucripti gives us mumt 
Mat fiMorov, initead of w^vthmosov. Besides, Plutarch calls him a yoiing man a 
little below. 
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who Approaehes or pasacs their ehariols on the road. And 
though, in compliance widi the dictates of his passion, he had 
made Atossa his wife contrary to law, he kept three nandred 
MKi sixly concubines, all women of the greatest beauty- How- 
over, when Darius demanded Aspasia, ne declared her free, 
and said, — ^'She might go with him if she pleased; but he 
would do no violence to her inclinations/' Accordingly, As- 
pasia was sent for, and contrary to the kind's expectation, 
made choice of Darius. He gave her up to him, indeed, be- 
cause he was obliged to it by the law; but he soon took her 
away and made her a priestess of Diana at Ecbatana, whom 
they call Anitis* that she might pass the remainder of her life 
in chastity. This he thought no severe revenge upon his son, 
but a pleasant way of chastising his presumption. But Darius 
highly resented the affront; whether it was the charms of As- 
pasia had made a deep impression upon him, or whether he 
thoi^ht himself insulted and ridiculed by this proceeding. 

Tiribazus seeing how much he was offended, endeavoured 
to exasperate him still more. This he did from a fellow-feel- 
ing; for he had suffered an injury much of the same kind. 
The king, having several daughters, promised to give Apama 
to Pharnabazus, Rhodogune to Orontes, and Amestris to Ti- 
ribazus. He kept his word with the two first, but deceived 
Tiribazus; for, instead of giving Amestris to him, he mar- 
ried her himself; promising at the same time that he should 
have his youngest daughter Atossa; but he became enamoured 
of her too, and married her, as we have already mentiooed. 
This treatment extremely incensed Tiribazus, who had, in- 
deed, nothing steady in his disposition, but was wild and irre- 
gular. One while successful, and upon a footing with the 
sreatest men in the court, another wnile unacceptable to the 
king, and sinking into disgrace, he bore no change of fortune 
with propriety, if he was in favour, his vanity was unsup- 
portaole; if in disgrace, instead of being humble and quiet, 
ne had recourse to violence and ferocity. 

His conversing with the youne prince was, therefore, adding 
flame to fire: — ^^ What avails it,^' said he, " to have the point 
of your turban advanced, if you seek not to advance your au- 
thority ? Nothing can be more absurd than your thinking your- 
self secure of the succession, while your brother is privately 
forwarding his interest by means of the women, and your 
father is so very foolish and unsteady. He who could break 
one of the most sacred laws of the Persians, for the sake of an 
insignificant Grecian woman, is certainly not to be d^ended 

* PauMmias »ayi, tbcre wat a temple of DtAM^ AiwSlit Vbl\j3^\^ ^ox.'iiBBaoBx 
Idb 111, that Artaxeixes niade Aifwiia cm oC-^Qbft vr^ 
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upon in more important engagements. The ease is quite dif- 
ferent between you and Ocnus, as to the event of the competi- 
tion: if Ochus does not obtain the crown, none will hinder him 
from living happily in a private station; but you, who have 
been declared ims, must either reien or die.'' On this occa- 
sion was verified mat observation of Sophocles, — 



Swift in its march 



Is evil counsel.- 



The road which leads us to what we desire is, indeed, smooth, 
and of an easy descent: and the desires of most men are vi- 
cious, because they have never known or tried the enjoyments 
of virtue. The lustre of such an imperial crown, and Darius' 
fear of his brother, furnished Tiribazus with other arguments; 
but the eoddess of beauty contributed her share towards per- 
suading nim, by putting him in mind of the loss of Aspasia. 

He gave himself up, therefore, entirely to Tiribazus, and 
many others soon entered into the conspiracy. But before it 
could be carried into execution, an eunuch gave the king in- 
formation of it, and of all the measures that were taken ; for 
he had eot perfect intelligence that they designed to enter his 
chamber in the night, and kill him in his bed. 

Artaxerxes thought it would be great imprudence either to 
slight the information, and lay himself open to such danger, 
or to credit it without farther proof The method he took was 
this : — He ordered the eunuch to join Darius and his adherents, 
and assist at all their councils ; and in the mean time broke a 
door through the wall behind his bed, which he concealed with 
the tapestry. When the time came which the eunuch informed 
him of, he placed himself upon his bed, and remained there 
till he had a sight of the faces of the conspirators, and could 
perfectly distinguish each of them. But when he saw them 
draw their swords, and advance towards him, he pulled back 
the tapestry, retreated into the inner room, and after he had 
bolted the door, alarmed the palace. The assassins, seeing 
themselves discovered, and their designs disappointed, imme- 
diately took to flight, and desired Tiribazus to do the same, 
because he must certainly have been observed. While he 
lingered, the guards came and laid hold of him; but he killed 
many of them, and it was with diflficulty that he was despatch- 
ed at last by a javelin thrown at a distance. 

Darius was taken, together with his children, and brought 
to answer for his crime before the judges which the king ap- 
pointed. The king did not think proper to assist at the trial 
m person, but directed others to lay the charge against his son, 
ana his notaries were to take down separately the opinion of 
each judge* As they all gave i\. \i\i^ti\mo\vwj isw aeath^ the 
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officers took Darius, and led him into an adjacent prison. But 
when the executioner came, with the instrument m his hand 
which is used in beheadine th^ capital convicts, he was seized 
widi horror at the sight ofDarius, and drew back towards the 
door, as having neither ability nor courage to lay violent hands 
upon his kin^. But the judges who stood at the door, urging 
him to do his office, witn menaces of instant punishment it 
he^ did not comply, he returned, and, seizing I)arius bv the 
hair, threw him on the ground, and cut off his head. Some 
say the cause was tried in presence of the king; and that Da- 
rius, after he was convicted bv indubitable proof, fell on his 
face and begged for mercy ; but Artaxerxes, risine in great 
anger, drew his cimitar, and pursued his stroke till he laid 
him dead at his feet They add, that after this, he returned to 
his palace, and having paid his devotions to the sun, said to 
those who assisted at the ceremony : — ^^ My Persians, you 
may now return in triumph, and tell your fellow-subjects, that 
the great Oromazes^ has taken vengeance on those who formed 
the most impious and execrable designs against their sove- 
reign." Sucn was the end of the conspiracy. 

Ochus now entertained very agreeable hopes, and was en- 
couraged besides by Atossa ; but nc had still some fear of his 
remaining legitimate brother Ariaspes, and of his natural 
brother Arsames. Not that Ochus had so much to apprehend 
from Ariaspes, merely because he was older, but the Persians 
were desirous of having him succeed to the throne on account 
of his mildness, his sincerity, and his humane disposition. 
As for Arsames, he had the character of a wise prince, and 
was the particular favourite of his father. This was no secret 
to Ochus. However, he planned the destruction of both these 
brothers of his; and being of an artful, as well as sanguinary 
turn, he employed his cruelty against Arsames, and his art 




to put him to a cruel and ignominious death. As these per- 
sons came daily to tell him in confidence, that some of tnese 
threats were upon the point of being put in execution, and the 
others would not be long delayed, he was so terrified, and fell 
into such a melancholy and despondine way, that he prepared 
a poisonous draught, and drank it, to deliver himself from the 
burden of life. 

The king being informed of the manner of his death, sin- 
cerely lamented nim, and had some suspicion of the cause, 

* The Persians worshipped Oromazes as the aatbac q£ QosAvvaii Ato^at 
mu9 28 the anthor of £ti1. 

Vol. IV. 2 U 29 
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but could not examine into it thoroughly, on account of his 
great age. 

However, Arsames now became dearer to him than ever, 
and it was easy to see that the king placed an entire confidence 
in him, and communicated to him his most secret thoughts. 
Ochus, therefore, would not defer his enterprise longer, but 
employed Harpates, the son of Tiribazus, to kill Araames. 
Artaxences, whom time had brought to the very yeree of life, 
when he had this additional stcoke in the fate of Arsames, 
could not make much more struesle; his sorrow and regret 
soon brought him to the grave. He lived ninety-four years, 
and reigned sixty-two.* He had the character of a prince 
who governed with lenity, and loved his people. But per- 
haps the behaviour of his successor might contribute not a 
little to his reputation; for Ochus was the most cruel and san- 
guinary of pnnces. 

* Diodoms Sicnltu says, that be reigned only fiirty-three yean. 
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The philosopher Chrysippus, my dear Polycrates, seems to 
have thought tne ancient proverb not quite justifiable; and^ 
tiierefore, he delivered it, not as it really is, but what he thought 
it should be: — 

Who but a happy son will praise his sire? 

Dionysidorus the Troszenian, however, corrects him, and gives 
it right: — 

Who but unhs^py sons will praise their sires ? 

He says, the proverb was made to silence those who, having 
no merit of their own, dress themselves up in the virtues of 
their ancestors, and are lavish in their praises. And those in 
whom the virtues of their sires shine in congenial beautify 
to make use of Pindar's expression ; who, like you, form their 
conduct after their brightest patterns in their families, may 
think it a great happiness to remember the most excellent of 
their ancestors, and often to hear or speak of them : for they 
assume not the honour of other men's virtues for want of merit 
in their own, but uniting their great actions to those of their 
progenitors, they praise them as the authors of their descent, 
and the models of their lives. For which reason, when I have 
written the Life of Aratus, your countryman, and one of your 
ancestors, I shall send it to you, who reflect no dishonour 
upon him either in point of reputation or power. Not that I 
doubt your having informed yourself of his actions from the 
first, with all possible care and exactness; but I do it, that 
your sons, Polycrates and Pythocles, may form themselves 
upon the great exemplars in their own family, sometimes hear- 
ing and sometimes reading what it becomes tliem well to imi« 
tate : for it is the self-admirer, not the admirer of virtue, that 
thinks himself superior to others. 

After the harmony of the pure Doric,* I mean the aristo- 
cracy, was broken in Sicyon, and seditions took place through 
the ambition of the demagogues, the city continued a long time 
in a distempered state. It only changed one tyrant for ano- 
ther, till Cleon was slain, and the administration committed to 
Timoclidas and Clinias, persons of the greatest reputation and 

* There was a i^rarity, but at the lame tiiDe srcnl vcsi^)^ic95f».^ Vs^ *QDA^Vy^ 
riao iniiai& - 
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authority amonsst the citizens. The commonwealth seemed 
to be in some aegree re-established when Timoclidas died. 
A.bantidas, the son of Paseas, taking that opportunity to set 
himself up tyrant, killed Clinias, and either banished or put to 
death his friends and relations. He sought also for his son 
Aratus, who was only seven years old, with a design to des- 

Eatch him. But, in the confusion that was in his house when 
is father was slain, the boy escaped among those that fled, 
and wandered about the city, in fear and destitute of help, tiU 
he happened to enter, unobserved, the house of a woman 
named Soso, who was sister to Abantidas, and had been mar- 
ried to Prophantus, the brother of Clinias. As she was a per- 
son of generous sentiments, and persuaded, besides, that it 
was by the direction of some deity that the child had taken 
refuge with her, she concealed him in one of her apartments 
till night, and then sent him privately to Argos. 

Aratus having thus escapea so imminent a danger, immedi- 
ately conceived a violent and implacable hatred for tyrants, 
which increased as he grew up. He was educated by the 
friends of his family at Argos in a liberal manner; and as he 
was vigorous and robust, he took to gymnastic exercises, and 
succeeded so well as to gain the prize in the five several sorts.* 
Indeed, in his statues there is an athletic look; and amidst 
the strong sense and majesty expressed in his countenance^ 
we may discover something inconsistent with the voracity and 
mattock of the wrestlers.t Hence perhaps it was that he cul- 
tivated his powers of eloquence less than became a statesman. 
He might indeed be a better speaker than some suppose; and 
there are those who judge, from his Commentaries, that he 
certainly was so, though they were hastily written, and at- 
tempted nothing beyond common language. 

Some time after the escape of Aratus, Dinias and Aristotle 
the logician formed a design against Abantidas, and they easily 
foiuid an opportunity to kill him, when he attended, and some^ 
times joined in their disputations in the public halls, which 
they had insensibly drawn him into for that very purpose. 
Paseas, the father of Abantidas, then seized the supreme 
power; but he was assassinated by Nicocles, who took his 
place, and was the next tyrant We are told that there was 
a perfect likeness between this Nicocles and Periander the son 
efCypselus; as Orontes the Persian resembled Alcms^n the 

* The fiye exercises of the Pentathlum (as we h^ve already obsenred) 
were running, leaping, tlifowing the dfirt, boxing, apd wrestling. 

t They used to break up the ground with tbe mattock, by way of ezerci8e» 
to improve their strength. 

|(wxeT* cyuv o-^qivavav it^ mli (u«ti t«to^i imUo* 

TKeMTd 
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son of Amphiaraus, and a Lacedaemonian youth the grea 
Hector. Myrtllas informs us, that the young man was crush* 
ed to death By the multitudes who came to see him, when that 
resemblance was known. 

Nicocles reigned four months, during which time he did a 
thousand injuries to the people, and was near losing the city 
to the ^toiians, who formed a scheme to surprise it Aratus 
was by this time approaching to manhood, and great attention 
was paid him on account of nis high birtii, and his spirit, in 
whicn there was nothing little or unenterprising, ana yet it 
was under the correction of a gravity and solidity of jud^ent 
much beyond his years. The exiles, therefore, considered 
him as their principal resource; and Nicocles was not regard- 
less of his motions, but by his private agents observed the 
measures he was taking. Not that he expected he would em- 
bark in so bold and dangerous an enterprise as he did ; but he 
suspected his applications to the princes who were the friends 
of his father. Ind^eed, Aratus began in that channel ; but when 
he found that Antigonus, notwithstanding his promises, put 
him ofif from time to time, and that his hopes from Egypt and 
Ptolemy were too remote, he resolved to destroy the tyrant 
without any foreign assistance. 

The first persons to whom he communicated his intentions 
were Aristomachus and Ecdelus. Aristomachus was an exile 
from Sicyon, and Ecdelus an Arcadian banished from Mega- 
lopolis. The latter was a philosopher, who in speculation 
never lost sight of practice, for he had studied at Athens under 
Arcesilaus the academician.*^ As these readily accepted his 
proposal, he applied to the other exiles ; a few ot whom joined 
nim because they were ashamed to give up so promising a 
hope ; but the greatest part believed it was only Aratus' inex- 
perience,! that made him think of so bold an attempt, and en- 
deavoured to prevent his proceeding. 

While he was considering how to seize some post in the 
territories of Sicyon, from vmence he might prosecute hostili- 
ties against the tyrant, a man of Sicyon arrived at Argos, who 
had escaped out of prison. He was brother to Xenocles, one 
of the exiles; and being introduced by him to Aratus, he in- 
formed him, that the part of the wall which he had ^t over, 
was almost level with the ground on the inside, as it joined 
upon a high rocky part of the city; and that on the outside it 
was not so high but that it might be scaled. Upon this intel- 
ligence, Aratus sent two of his servants, Sceuthas and Technooy 

* Arcesilaiis was the disciple of Grantor, and bad ettabliibed the 
Academy, 
t He was Dot yet twenty years old. 

29* 
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along with Xenocles, to reconnoitre the wall ; for he watt re^ 
aolyecly if he could do it secretly, to hazard all upon one great 
effort; rather than lengthen out the war, and jpuDlidy enjgage 
with a tyrant, when he had no resources but those of a private 
man. 

Xenocles and his companions, after they had taken the 
height of the wall, and reported at their return, that it was 
neither impracticable nor difficult, but that it was dangerous 
to attempt it on account of some dogs kept by a garaener, 
which were little indeed, but at the same time extremely fierce 
and furious. Aratus, however, immediately set about the work. 
It was easy to provide arms without suspicion; for almost 
every body went armed, by reason of the frequent robberies 
and the incursions of one people into the territories of another. 
And as to the scaling ladaers, Euphranor, who was one of the 
exiles, and a carpenter by trade, made them publicly; his busi- 
ness screening nim from suspicion. Each of his friends in 
Argos^ who had no great number of men that he could com- 
mand, furnished him with ten : he armed thirty of his own ser* 
vants, and hired some few soldiers of Xenophilus, who was 
chief captain of a band of robbers. To the latter it was given 
out that the design of their march to Sicyon was to carry off 
the king's stud ; and several of them were sent before by dif- 
ferent ways to the tower of Polygnotus, with orders to wait 
for him there. Caphesias was likewise sent with four others 
in a travelling dress. These were to go in the evening to the 
gardener's, and pretending to be travellers, get a lodging there; 
after which they were to confine both him and his dogs: for 
that part of the wall was not accessible any other way. The 
ladders being made to take in pieces, were packed up in corn- 
chests, and sent before in waggons preparea for that purpose. 

In the mean time, some of the tyrant's spies arrived at Ar- 
gos, and it was reported they were skulking about to watch the 
motions of Aratus. Next morning, therefore, Aratus appeared 
early with his friends in the market-place, and talked witn them 
for some time. He then went to the Gymnasium, and after he 
had anointed himself, took with him some young men from 
the wrestling-ring, who used to be of his parties of pleasurfe, 
and returned home. In a little time his servants were seen in 
the market-place, some carrying chaplets of flowers, some buy- 
ing flambeaux, and some in discourse with the women who 
used to sing and play at entertainments. These manoeuvres 
deceived the spies. They laughed, and said to each other, — 
" Certainly nothing can be more dastardly than a tyrant, since 
Nicocles, who is master of so strong a city, and armed with so 
much power, lives in fear of a young man, who wastes the pit- 
ta/ice he has to subsist on in exWe, \ti &x\ii\Ati^«.ud revelling 
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even in the day-time.*' After these Calse reasonings they re* 
tired. 

Aratus, immediately after he had made his meal, set out for 
the tower of Polygnotus, and when he had joined the soldiers 
there, proceeded to Nemea^ where he disclosed his real inten* 
tions to his whole company. Having exhorted them to behave 
like brave men, and promised them great rewards, he gave 
* propitious •Apollo* for the word, and then led them forwards 
towards Sicyon, governing his march according to the motion 
of the moon, sometimes quickening and sometimes slackening 
his pace, so as to have the benefit of her light by the way, and 
to come to the garden by the wall just after she was set There 
Caphesias met him, and informed him that the dogs were let 
out before he arrived, but that he had secured the gardener.r 
Most of the company were greatly dispirited at this account, 
and desired Aratus to quit his enterprise; but he encouraged 
them by promising to desist, if the dogs should prove very 
troublesome. Then he ordered those who carried the ladders 
to march before, under the conduct of Ecdelus and Mnasi- 
theus, and himself followed softly. The dogs now began to 
run about and bark violently at Ecdelus and his men ; never- 
theless, they approached the wall, and planted their ladders 
safe. But as tne foremost of them were mounting, the officer 
who was to be relieved by the morning-guard passed that way 
at the sound of the bell, with many torches and much noise. 
Upon this the men laid themselves close to the ladders, and 
escaped the notice of this watch without much difficulty; but 
when the other which was to relieve it came up, they were in 
the utmost danger. However, that too passed by without ob- 
serving them; after which, Mnasitheus and Ecdelus mounted 
the wall first, and having secured the way both to the right and 
left, they sent Technon to Aratus, to desire him to advance as 
fast as possible. 

It was no great distance from the garden to the wall, and to 
a tower in which was placed a great hunting dog to alarm the 

fuard. But whether h& was naturally drowsy, or had wearied 
imself the day before, he did not perceive their entraqce. 
But the gardener's dogs awakening him by barking below, he 
began to ^owl ; and when Aratus' men passed by the tower 
he barked out, so that the whole place resounded with the 
noise. Then the sentinel, who kept watch opposite to the 
tower, called aloud to the huntsman, and asked him, — ^^ Whom 
the dog barked at so angrily, or whether any thing new had 
happened?" The huntsman answered from the tower, — ^'^That 
there was nothing extraordinary; and that the dog[ was only 
disturbed at the torches of the guards and the wov&^ ^^ ^2^^ 
bclL" This encouraged Aratus' Bo\d\er% mox^ >^«ck %sv^ ^>sn5^- 
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for they imagined that the huntsman concealed the truth, be 
cause he haa a secret understanding with their leader; and 
that there were many others in the town who would promote 
the design. But when the rest of their companions came to 
scale the wall, the danger increased. It appeared to be a long 
afifair, because the ladders shook and swung extremely if tbey 
did not mount them softly, and one by one; and the time press- 
ed, for the cocks began to crow. The country^people, too, who 
kept the market, were expected to arrive every moment Ara- 
tus, therefore, hastened up himself, when only forty of his 
com^ny were upon the wall ; and when a few more had join- 
ed him from below, he put himself at the head of his men, 
and marched immediately to the tyrant's palace, where the 
main guard was kept, and where the mercenaries passed the 
night under arms. Coming suddenly upon them, he took 
them prisoners without killing one man ; and then sent to his 
friends in the town to invite them to come and join him. 
They ran to him from all quarters; and day now appearing, 
the theatre was filled with a crowd of people who stood in 
suspense ; for they had only heard a rumour, and had no cer- 
tainty of what was doing, till a herald came and proclaimed 
it in these words: — ^^* Aratus, the son of Clinias, calls the citi- 
zens to liberty," 

Then persuaded that the day they had long expected was 
come, they rushed in multitudes to the palace of the tyrant, 
and set fire to it The flame was so strong that it was seen as 
far as Corinth, and the Corinthians, wondering what might be 
the cause, were upon the point of going to their assistance. 
Nicocles escaped out of the city by some subterranean con- 
duits; and the soldiers having helped the Sicyonians to extin- 
guish the fire, plundered his palace. Nor did Aratus hinder 
tnem from taking this booty; but the rest of the wealth, which 
the several tyrants had amassed, he bestowed upon the citi- 
zens. 

There was not so much as one man killed or wounded in 
this action, either of Aratus' party or of the enemy; fortune 
so conducting the enterprise as not to sully it with the blood 
of one citizen. Aratus recalled eighty persons who had been 
banished by Nicocles, and of those tnat had been expel- 
led by the former tyrants not less than five hundred. The 
latter had long been forced to wander from place, to place, 
some of them full fifty years; consequently, most of them 
returned in a destitute condition. They were now, indeed, 
restored to their ancient possessions; but their goine into 
houses and lands which had found new masters, laid Aratus 
under great diflBculties. Without, he saw Antigonus envying 
the IJberty which the city liad leco^et^d) and Iayii\g schemes 
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to enslave it again^ and within he found nothing but faction 
and disorder. He, therefore, judged it best, in thi« critic^> 
situation, to join it to the Achaean league. As the people of 
Sicyon were Dorians, they had no objection to beiilg called a 
party to the Achaean community, or to their form <h govern- 
ment* It must be acknowledged, indeed, that the Achaeans 
at that time were no very great or powerful people. Their 
towns were generally small, their lands neither extensive nor 
fertile; and they had no harbours on their coasts, the sea for 
the most part entering the land in rocky and impracticable 
creeks. Yet none gave a better proof than this people, that 
the power of Greece is invincible, while good order and har- 
mony prevail amongst her members, and she has an able ge- 
neral to lead her armies. In fact, these very Achaeans, though 
but inconsiderable in comparison of the Greeks, in their flou- 
rishing times, or to speak more properly, not equalling in 
their whole community the strengtn of one respectaible city in 
the period we are upon, yet, by good counsels and unaaiimity, 
and oy hearkening to any man of superior virtue, instead of 
envying his merit, not only kept themselves free amidst so 
many powerful states and. tyrants, but saved great part of 
Greece, or rescued it from chains. 

As to his character, Aratus had sometning very popular in 
his behaviour; he had a native greatness of mind, and was 
more attentive to the public interest than to his own. He way 
an implacable enemy to tyrants; but with respect to others^ 
he made the good of his country the sole rule of his friendship 
or opposition : so that he seems rather to have been a mila 

* The Dutch republic much resembles it. The Acbeeansj indeed, at first 
bad two Prcelors^ whose office it'was both to preside in the diet, and to com- 
mand the army ; but it was sooa thought aavisable to reduce them to one. 
There is this difference, too, between the Dutoh Stadtholder and the Achaean 
Praetor, that the latter did not continue two yezn successively in his employ- 
ment. But in other respects there is a striking similarity betweep the state9 
of Holltand and those of the Achaean' league; and if the Achaeans could baye 
become a maritime power like the Dutch, their power would probably have 
been mueh more extensive and lasting than it was. 

All the cities subject to the Achaean league were sov^Kied by the great 
oouncil, or general assembly of the whole nation, which was assembled twice 
a year, in the spring and autumn. ,To this assembly, or diet, each of the coik 
federate cities bad a r£ght to send a number of deputies, who were elected in 
their respective cities by a plurality of voices. In these meetings they enact« 
ed laws, disposed of the vacant employments, dectaredwar, maoe peace, con« 
duded fUHftnoes, and, in short, provided for all the principal occaoons of the 
commonwealth. 

Beside the PraUor, they had ten great officers celled Demiw^ chosen by 
the general assembly out of the most eminent and experienced persons 
amongst the states. It was their office tc assist the praetor with their advice. 
He was to propose nothiiig to the general assembly but what had beem ^t«»- 
Yioasly approved by their body, aid in hk vibMiMM ^&» ^\«j^T»asfiM^ssss8B^ 
of civil wtirs devolved upon mea^ 

Vol. IK « X 
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and moderate enemy than a zealous friend ; his regards or 
aversions to particular men varying as the occasions of the 
commonwealth dictated. In short, nations and great commu- 
nities, with one voice, re-echoed the declaration of the assem- 
blies and theatres, that Aratus loved none but good men.* 
With regard to open wars and pitched battles, he was indeed 
difiSdent and timorous ; but in gaining a point by stratagem, 
in surprising cities and tyrants, there could not be an aoler 
man. 

To this cause we must assign it, that after he had exerted 
great courage, and succeeded in enterprises that were looked 
upon as desperate; through too much fear and caution he gave 
up others that were more practicable, and not of less import- 
ance : for as amongst animals there are some that can see very 
clearly in the night, and yet are next to blind in the day-time, 
the dryness of tne eye, and the subtilty of its humours, not 
suffering them to bear the light ; so there is in man a kind of 
coura&;e and understanding, which is easily disconcerted in 
open dangers and encounters, and yet resumes a happy bold- 
ness in secret enterprises. The reason of this inequality in 
men of parts otherwise excellent, is their wanting the advan- 
tages of philosophy. Virtue is in them the product of nature, 
unassisted by science, like the fruits of the forest, which come 
without the least cultivation."t Of this there are many exam- 
ples to be found. 

After Aratus had engaged himself and his city in the Achaean 
league, he served in the cavalry, and the generals highly es- 
teemed him for his ready obedience: for though he had con- 
tributed so much to the common cause by his name, and by 
the forces of Sicyon, yet the Achsean commander, whether of 
Dima or Tritta, or some more inconsiderable town, found 
him always as tractable as the meanest soldier. 

When the king of Egypt made him a present of twenty-five 
talents, he received it indeed, but laid out the whole upon his 

*Oliovoias c^vuv xai koivuviou roXEUv, xat (ruvcdpiu Ma'i Scarps }uv a(()savDV a(picvTo>, *cm 
itdcvot au't % ruv xa\uv e^asrit. The former translator has given as a good 
seDtiment, but the original will not bear it : — *^ Of all those wings which are 
esteemed most excellent, none g^ave him so great a delight as concord be- 
tween nations, associations of cities, and unanimity in public assemblies." 
He seems to have read akku without the 4 that follows. In that case, indeed, 
it would be capable of his construction ; but we have no authority for such 
va omission. We will not say, however, that his conjecture is wrong, or thAt 
aUd has not been changed into au' d ; for it certainly was Aratus' principal 
object to associate cities in oqe community^ aind promote harmony amongst 
the Greeks. 

t This character of Aratus is perfectly agreeable to what Polybius hat 
^ven us in his fourth book. Two great masters wiU draw with equal excel* 
Jeace^ though their manner mxistbe different* 
/ Oae of the /nanuspripts gives \» 9>^»*r^ 
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fellow-citizens; relieviDg the necessitous with part of it, and 
ransoming such as were prisoners with the rest 

But tiie exiles whom Aratus had recalled would not be sa- 
tisfied with any thing less than the restitution of their estates, 
and eave the present possessors so much trouble, that the city 
was in danger of being ruined by sedition. In this extremity 
he saw no resource except in the generosity of Ptolemy, and 
therefore determined to take a voyage to Egypt, and apply to 
him for as much money as would reconcile all parties. Ac- 
cordingly, he set sail for Methone, aboye the promontory of 
Malea, in hopes of taking the shortest passage. — But a con- 
trary wind sprung Dp, and the seas ran so high, that the pilot, 
unable to bear up against them, changed his course, and wjth 
much difficulty got into Adria,* a town which was in the 
enemy's hands, tor Antigonus had a garrison there. To ayoid 
this imminent danger he landed, and with only one friend, 
named Timanthes, making his way as far as possible from the 
sea, sought for shelter in a place well covered with wood, in 
which he and his companions spent a very disagreeable night 
Soon after he had left the ship, the governor ot the fort came 
and inquired for him ; but he was deceived by Aratus' ser- 
vants, who were instructed to say he had made off in another 
vessel to Euboea. However, he detained the ship and servants 
as a lawful prize. Aratus spent some days in tnis distressful 
situation, where one while ne looked out to reconnoitre the 
coast, and another while kept himself concealed ; but at last, 
by good fortune, a Roman snip happened to put in near the 
place of his retreat The ship was oound for Syria, and Aratus 
prevailed upon the master to land him in Caria. But he had 
equal dangers to combat at sea in this as in his former passages. 
And when he was in Caria he had a voyage to take to Egypt, 
which he found a very long one. Upon his arrival, however, 
he was immediately admitted to audience by the king, who 
had lon^ been inclined to serve him, on account of the pamt- 
ings which he used to compliment him with from Greece. 
For Aratus, who had a taste for these things, was always col- 
lecting for him the pieces of the best masters, particularly those 
of Pamphilus and 'Melanthus.t For Sicyon was famed for 

* Palmerius coDJectures that we shonld read Andria^ which he supposes to 
be a town in the idand of Andros, He confirms it with this argument, that 
Aratus is said to haye passed from hence to Eubcea, which is opposite to that 
island. 

t Two of the most celebrated painters of all antiquity. Pamphilus had 
been brou^t up under Eupompus, and was the master of Apelles and Me- 
lantiius. The capital pieces or Pamphilus were, a Brotherhood^ a BaUley 
the Victory of the AUieniam, and Utynes in hie veuei taking leant of Cnr- 
hfpeo, Plmy tells us, that the whole wealth a£ ai cat) caQ!iJ\.in«s^:A^^Qs^sM^ 
one of the pieces of Melanthus. 
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the cultivation t)f the arts, particularly the art of painting; 
and it was believed that there only the ancient elegance was 
preserved without the least corruption. Hence it was that 
the ^eat Apelles, at a time when he was much admired, went 
to Sicyon, and gave the painters a talent, not so much for any 
improvement, as for the reputation of havine been of their 
school. In consequence of which, Aratus, when he restored 
Sicyon to liberty, and destroyed the portraits of the tyrants, 
hesitated a long time on coming to that of Aristratus; for it 
was the united work of the disciples of Melanthus, who had 
represented him standing in a chariot of victory, and the pen^ 
«ir of Apelles had contnouted to the performance, as we are 
informed by Polemo the geographer. 

The piece was so admirable that Aratus pould not avoid 
feeling the art that was displayed in it; but his hatred of ty- 
rants soon overruled that feeling, and he ordered it to be de- 
faced. Nealces the painter,* who was honoured with his 
friendship, is said to nave implored him with tears to spare 
that piece : and when he found him inflexible, said, — ^^ Aratus, 
eontinue your war with tyrants, but not with every thing that 
belongs to them. Spare at least the chariot and the victory, 
and I shall soon mate Aristratus vanish." Aratus gave his 
eonsent, and Nealces defaced the figure of Aristratus, but did 
not venture to put any thing in its place except a palm-tree. 
We are told, however, that there was still a aim appearance 
of the feet of Aristratus at the bottom of the chariot 

This taste for painting had already recommended Aratus to 
Ptolemy, and his conversation gained so much farther upon 
him, that he made him a present of a hundred and fifty talents 
for the city; forty of which he sent with him on his return to 
Peloponnesus, and he remitted the rest in the several portions 
and at the times that he had fixed. It was a glorious thing to 
apply so much money to the use of his fellow-citizens, at a 
time when it was common to see generals and demagogues, 
for much smaller sums which they received of the kings, to 
oppress,enslave, and betray to them the cities where they were 
born. But it was still more glorious by this money to recon- 
cile the poor to the rich, to secure the commonwealth, and es- 
tablish harmony amongst all ranks of people. 

His moderation in the exercise of the great power he was 
vested with, was truly admirable : for, being appointed sole 
arbitrator of the claims of the exiles, he refused to act alone, 

* Nealces was a painter of great reputation. One of his pieces was the 
nayal fight between the Egyptians and the Persians. As the potion was upon 
the Nile, whose colour is like that of the sea, he distinguished it by a 83rm- 

bol: be drew an ass drinking on the shore, and a crocodile in tlie act to 

spring upon lum^-^Plin. 1. xxxv. c. \\. 
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and joined fifteen of the citixeni in the commission; with 
whose assistance, after much labour and attention, he establish* 
ed peace and friendship amongst the people. Beside die ho- 
nours which the whole community conferred on him for these 
services, the exiles in particular erected his statue in brass, and 
put upon it this inscription:—* 

Far as the piUaro which Alcides rear'd, 

Thy cotmaels and thy deeds in arms for Greece 

The tongue of Fame has told. But we, Aratm, 

We, wanderers whom thou hast restored to Sicyon, 

Will sin^ thy justice ; place thy pleasing form. 

As a benignant power with gods that save. 

For thou bast given that dear equality, 

And all the laws which favouring heaven might give. 

Aratus. after such iniportant services, was placed above envy 
amongst nis people. But kins Antigonus, uneasy at the pro- 
gress ne made, was determined either to gain him, or to make 
nim obnoxious to Ptolemy. He, therefore, gave him extra- 
ordinary marks of his regard, though he wanted no such ad- 
vances. Amongst others this was one: — On occasion of a sa- 
crifice which he offered at Corinth, he sent portions of it to 
Aratus at Sicyon : and at the feast which ensued, he said, in 
full assembly, — ^^ I at first looked upon this young Sicyonian 
only as a man of a liberal and patriotic spirit, but now I find 
that he is also a good judge of the characters and affairs of 
princes. At first he overlooked us for the sake of foreign 
nopes, and the admiration he had conceived from stories of 
the wealth, the elephants, fleets, and the splendid court of 
E^pt; but since he has been upon the spot, and seen that all 
this pomp is merely a theatrical thing, he is come over entire- 
ly to us. I have received him to my bosom, and am deter- 
mined to employ him in all my afiairs. 1 desire, therefore, 
you will all consider him as a fnend.*' The envious and ma- 
levolent took occasion from this speech to lay heavy chaises 
against Aratus in their letters to Ptolemy, insomuch that the 
king sent one of his agents to tax him with his infidelity. 
Thus, like passionate lovers, tiie candidates for the first ul- 
vours of kings dispute them with the utmost envy and ma- 
lignity. 

After Aratus was first chosen general of the Achaean league, 
he ravaged Locris, which lies on the other side of the ^if of 
Corinth, and committed the same spoil in the territones of 
Calydon. It was his intention to assist the Boeotiami with ten 
thousand men, but he came too late; they were already de- 
feated by the iBtolians in an action near Cnaeronea,* in which 

* We imwt take eare toiW s tiiign is h ftis battle of Ol^nRiD«fe.tt«R!&^QuKl^^e^«R^ 
aetioQ in which Philip ef Maoedeii heal tbe *IMbas» «m5. K!bMDBMa^'«^ 

whicb J^ppened sixfy-six years before AjraluAirr^&^EXifCi^* 
Vol. IV. 30 
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AbcBocntus their general, and a thoasand of their men, were 
slain. 

The year following,* Aratus being elected general again, 
undertook that celebrated enterprise, of recovering the citadel 
of Corinth; in which he consulted not only the benefit of 
Sicyon, and Achaia, but of Greece in general; for such would 
be the expulsion of the Macedonian earrison, which was no- 
thing better ttian a tyrant's yoke. As Chares, the Athenian 
general, upon a battle which he won of the king of Persia's 
lieutenants, wrote to the people, that he had gained a victory 
which was sister to that of Marathon ; so we may justly call 
this exploit of Aratus sister to that of Pelopidas the Theban, 
and Thrasybulus the Athenian, when they Killed the tyrants. 
There is, indeed, this difference, that Aratus' enterprise was 
not against Greeks, but against a foreign power, wnich is a 
difference much to his honour: for the isthmus of Corinth, 
which separates the two seas, joins our continent to that of 
Peloponnesus; and when there is a good &;arrison in the cita- 
del of Corinth, which stands on a high hiU in the middle, at 
an e(][ual distance from the two continents, it cuts off the com- 
munication with those within the isthmus, so that there can be 
no passage for troops, nor any kind of commerce either by sea 
or land. In short, he that is possessed of it is master of all 
Greece. The younger Philip of Macedon, therefore, was not 
jesting, but spoke a serious truth, when he called the city of 
Corinth the Fetters of Greece. Hence the place was always 
much contended for, particularly by kings and princes. 

Antigonus' passion for it was not less than tnat of love in 
its greatest madness; and it was the chief object of his' cares 
to find a method of taking it by surprise, when the hopes of 
succeeding by open force failed. When Alexander, who was 
master of the citadel, died of poison, that is said to have beep 
given him through Antigonus' means, his wife Nicaea, into 
whose hands it then fell, guarded it with great care. But An 
tigonus, hoping to gain it by means of his son Demetrius, sent 
" him to make her an offer of his hand. It was a flattering 
prospect to a woman somewhat advanced in years, to have 
such a young prince for her husband. Accordingly Antigo- 
nus caueht her by this bait However, she did not give up 
the citaael, but guarded it with the same attention as before. 
Antigonus, pretending to take no notice, celebrated the mar- 
riage with sacrifices and shows, and spent whole days in feast- 
ing the people, as if his mind had been entirely taken up with 

*Polyhiua^ who wrote from Aratus* CommeDtaries, tells tts there were 
eight vean between Aratua* fott pTttlanStfi^^^wkd ^ tecond^ in which he 
took Jtcrocarmthm 
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mirth and pleasure. One dar, when Amoebsus vm to sing 
in the theatre, he conducted Nlcaea in person on her way to 
tiie entertainment in a litter set out with royal ornaments. She 
was elated with the honour, and had not the least thought of 
what was to ensue. But when they came to the point which 
bore towards the citadel, he ordered the men that Dore the lit- 
ter to proceed to the theatre; and bidding farewell to AmoebsB- 
us and the wedding, he walked up to the fort much faster than 
could haye been expected from a man of his years. Finding 
the gate barred, he Knocked with his staff, and commanded the 
guard to open it. Surprised at the sight of him, they com- 
plied, and thus he became master of the place. He was not 
able to contain his joy on that occasion; he drank and reyelled 
in the open streets, and in the market-place, attended with fe- 
male musicians, and crowned with flowers. When we see a 
man of his age, who had experienced such changes of fortune, 
carouse and indulge his transports, embracing and saluting 
every one he meets, we must acknowledge that unexpected 
joy raises greater tumults in an unbalancea mind, and oversets 
it sooner, 'than either fear or sorrow. 

Antigonus having in this manner made himself master of 
the citadel, garrisoned it with men in whom he placed the 
greatest conndence, and made the philosopher Persaeus gover- 
nor. Whilst Alexander was living, Aratus had cast his eye 
upon it, as an excellent acquisition for his country; but the 
Achaeans admitting Alexander into the league, he did not pro- 
secute his design. Afterwards, however, a new occasion pre- 
sented itself. There were in Corinth four brothers, natives of 
Syria, one of which, named Diodes, served as a soldier in the 
garrison. The other three having stolen some of the king's 
money, retired to Sicyon, where they applied to one ^gias a 
banker, whom Aratus used to employ. Part of this gold they 
immediately disposed of to him, and Erginus, one of the 
three, at several visits, privately changed the rest Thus, an 
acquaintance was formed between him and iBgias, who one 
day drew him into discourse about the garrison. Erginus 
told him, that as he often went up to visit nis brother, he had 
observed on the steepest side a small winding path cut in the 
rock, and leading to a part of the wall much lower than the 
rest. Upon this ^gias said, with an air of raillery, — " Why 
will you, my good friend, purloin the king's treasures for so 
inconsiderable a sum, when you might raise yourself to opu- 
lence by one hour's service? Vo you not know, that if you are 
taken, you will as certainly be put to death for this trifling 
theft, as if you had betrayed the citadel?" Er^us laughed 
at the hint, and promised to sound his bTO\hsc uv^^^s^'^sisn^ 
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the sobject; for he could not, he said, place much confidence 
ill the other two. 

A few days after this he returned, and had an interview 
with Aratu8| at which it wis agreed that he should conduct 
him to a part of the wall that was not above fifteen feet high; 
and that both he and his brother Diodes should assist him in 
the rest of the enterprise. Aratus, on his part, promised to 

S've them sixty talents, if he succeeded ; and in case they 
iled, and yet returned all safe to Sicyon, he engaged that 
each of them should have a house and one talent As it was 
necessary that the sixty talents should be deposited in the 
hands of jS^gias, for the satisfaction of Erginus, and Aratus 
neither had such a sum, nor chose to borrow it, because that 
misht create some suspicion of his intentions, he took most 
of his plate and his wife's jewels, and pledged them with 
iBgiasTorthe money. Such was the greatness of his soul, 
sncn his passion for high achievements, that, knowing that 
Phocion and Epaminondas were accounted the justest and 
most excellent of all the Greeks, for refusing great presents, 
and not sacrificing virtue to money^ he ascended a step higher. 
He privately gave money, he embarked his estate in an enter- 
prise, where he alone was to expose himself for the many who 
were not even apprised of his intentions in their favour. Who 
then can sufHcientlv admire his magnanimity? Who is there, 
even in our days, that is not fired with an ambition to imitate 
the man who purchased so much danger at so great an ex- 
pense, who pledged the most valuable of his goods for Uie 
sake of being introduced by night amongst enemies, where he 
was to fight for his life, without any other equivalent than the 
hope of performing a great action? 

This undertaking, which was dangerous enough in itself, 
became more so by a mistake which they committed in the be- 
ginning. Technon, one of Aratus' servants, of whom we have 
already spoken, was sent before to Diodes, that they might 
reconnoitre the wall together. He had never seen Diocles, 
but he thought he should easily know him by the marks which 
Erginus had given, which were curled hair, a swarthy com- 
plexion, and want of beard. He went, therefore, to the place 
appointed, and sat down before the city at a point called OmiSy 
to wait for Erginus and his brother Diocles. In the mean 
time Dionysius, their eldest brother, who knew nothing of the 
af&ir, happened to come up. He greatly resembled Diocles, 
and Technon, struck with nis appearance, which answered the 
description, asked him if he had any connection with Erginus 
He said he was his brother; upon which Technon, thoroughly 
persuaded that he was speaking to Diocles, without asking his 
name, or waiting fqr siny loVeu, ^trj^\i\mWv^\i^^xcw^\vU<xned 
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to him the circumstances of the appointment with Erginus, 
and asked him many questions about it Dionysius availed 
himself yery artfully of the mistake, agreed to every point, 
and, returning towards the city, held him in discourse without 
giving him the least cause of suspicion. They were now near 
Uie town, and he was on thie point of seizing Technon, when 
by good fortune Erginus met them, and perceiving how much 
his friend was imposed upon, and the great danger he was in, 
beckoned to him to make his escape. Accordingly, they both 
iled^ and got safe to Aratus. However, Aratus did not give 
tip his hopes, but immediately sent Erginus to Dionysius, to 
oner him money, and entreat him to be silent; in which he 
succeeded so well, that he brought Dionysius' along with him 
to Aratus. When they had him in their hands, they did not 
think it safe to part with him ; they bound and set a guard on 
him in a small apartment, and then prepared for their princi- 
pal design. 

When every thing was ready, Aratus ordered his troops to 
pass the night under arms; and taking with him four hundred 
picked men, few of whom knew the ousiness they were going 
about, he led them to the gates of the city, near the temple of 
Juno. It was then about the middle of summer, the moon at 
the full, and the night without the least cloud. As their arms 
glittered with the reflection of the moon, they were afraid that 
circumstance would discover them to the watch. The fore- 
most of them were now near the walls, when clouds arose 
from the sea, and covered the city and its environs. The itien 
sat down and took off their shoes, that they might make the 
less noise, and mount the ladders without danger of slipping. 
But Erginus took with him seven young men, in the habit of 
travellers, and getting unobserved to the gate, killed the keeper 
and the guard that were with him. At the same time the lad- 
ders were applied to the walls, and Aratus, with a hundred 
men, got over with the utmost expedition. The rest he com- 
manded to follow in the best manner they could; and having 
immediately drawn up his ladders, he marched at the head of 
his party through the town towards the citadel, confident of 
success, because he was not discovered. 

As they advanced, they met four of the watch, with a light, 
which gave Aratus a full, and timely view of them, while he 
and his company could not be seen by them, because the moon 
was still overclouded. He, therefore, retired under some 
ruined walls, and lay in ambush for them. Three out of the 
four were killed ; but the other, after he had received a cut 
upon his head, ran off, crying, — ^^ That the enemy was in the 
city." A little after the trumpets aowtid^d^ vcv\ ^^ ^Vsi«&. 
town was in motion on the aUrm. TIYi^i %\i^feX» -v^^t^ ^^«»^ 
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with people running up and down, and so many lights were 
brougnt out^ both in the lower town and in the citadel, that 
the whole was illuminated, and a confused noise was heard 
from every quarter. Aratus went on notwithstanding, and 
iittempted the way up the rock. He proceeded in a slow and 
difficult manner at first, because he had lost the path which 
hy deep beneath the craggy parts of the rock, ana led to the 
wall by a great variety of windings and turnings. But, at 
that moment, the moon, as it were by miracle, is said to have 
dispersed the clouds, and thrown a light on the most obscure 
part of the path, which continued till he reached the wall at 
the place he wanted. Then the clouds gathered dresh, and 
•he nid her face again. 

In the mean time, the three hundred men whom Aratus had 
left by the temple of Juno, had entered the city, which they 
fbuna all in an alarm, and full of lights. As tney could not 
find the way Aratus had taken, nor trace him in the least, they 
screened themselves under the shady side of a high rock, and 
Waited there in great perplexity and distress. By this time 
Aratus was engaged with the enemy on the ramparts of the 
citadel, and they could distinguish the cries of combatants: 
but as the noise was echoed by the neighbouring mountains, 
it was uncertain from whence it first came. Whilst they were 
in doubt what way to turn, Archelails, who commanded the 
king's forces, took a considerable corps, and began to ascend 
the nill with loud shouts, and trumpets sounding, in order to 
attack Aratus' rear. He passed the party of the three hun- 
dred without perceiving them; but he was no sooner gone by, 
than they rose, as from an ambuscade, fell upon him, and kill- 
ing the first they attacked, so terrified the rest, and even 
Archelails himself, that they turned their backs, and were 
pursued till they entirely dispersed. 

When the party was thus victorious, Erginus came to them 
from their friends above, to inform them that Aratus was en- 
gaged with the enemy, who defended themselves with great 
vigour; that the wall itself was disputed, and that their gene- 
ral wanted immediate assistance. They bade him lead them 
to the place that moment; and as they ascended, they disco- 
vered themselves by their shouts. Thus their frienas were 
encouraged, and the reflection of the full moon upon their 
arms, made their numbers appear greater to their enemies, on 
account of the length of the path. In the echoes of the night, 
too, the shouts seemed to come from a much larger party. At 
last they joined Aratus, and, with an united efibrt, beat off the 
enemy, and took post upon the wall. At break of day the 
citadel was their own, and the first rays of the sun did honour 
to their victory. At the same time ui<^ t«&\. ol Kx«1m%' forces 
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arrived from Sicyon: the 'Corinthians readily opeved their 
gates to them, and assisted in taking the king's soldiers pri 
soners. 

When he thought his victory complete, he went down from 
the citadel to the theatre; an innumerable multitude crowding 
to see him, and to hear the speech that he would make to the 
Corinthians. After he had disposed the Achaeans on each 
side of the avenues to the theatre, he came from behind the 
scenes, and made his appearance in his armour. But he was 
so much changed by moour and watching, that /the joy and 
elevation which his success might have inspired, was weighed 
down by the ^extreme fatigue of his spirits. On his appear- 
ance, the people immediately began to express their high sense 
of his services; upon which he took his spear in his right 
hand, and leaning his body on one knee a little against it, re- 
mained a long time in that posture silent, to receive their 
plaudits and acclamations, their praises of his virtue, and com- 
pliments on his good fortune. 

After their first transports were over, and he perceived that 
he could be heard, he summoned the strength he had left, and 
made a speech in the name of the Achaean s, suitable to the 
ereat event, persuaded the Corinthians to join the league, and 
delivered to them the keys of their city, which they nad not 
been masters of since the times of Philip. As to the generals 
of Antigonus, he set Archelaiis, who was his prisoner, free; 
but he put Theophrastus to death, because he refused to leave 
Corinth. Persa&us, on the taking of the citadel, made his es- 
cape to Cenchreae. Some time after, when he was amusing 
himself with disputations in philosophy, and some person ad- 
vanced this position, — ^**None but the wise man is fit to be a 
ceneral:'* — ^**It is true," said he, "and the gods know it, that 
tnis maxim of Zeno's once pleased me more than all the rest; 
but I have changed my opinion, since I was better taught by 
the young Sicyonian." This circumstance concerning Persaeus 
we have from many historians. 

Aratus immediately seized the Herssunij or temple of Juno, 
and the harbour of Lechaeum, in which he took twenty-five ot 
the king's ships. He took also five hundred horses, and four 
hundred Syrians, whom he sold. The Achaeans put a garri- 
son of four hundred men in the citadel of Corinth, which was 
strengthened with fifty dogs, and as many men to keep them. 

The Romans were great admirers of Philopc&men, and called 
him the last of the weeks; not allowingthat there was any 
great man amongst that people after him. iBut, in my opinion, 
this exploit of Aratus is the last which tiie Greeks have to 
boast o£ Indeed, whether we consider the hold^Rsa ^^'^^ ^2^ 
terprise, or the good fortune wbvc^i «lVfiiM&Mi \V^ V^ ^feoc«^^:s» 
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greatest upon record. The same appears from its immediate 
consequences: the Megarensians reyolted from Antigonas, 
and joined Aratus: the Trcezenians and Epidaurians, too, 
ranged themselves on the side of the Achaeans. 

In his first expedition heyond the bounds of Peloponnesus, 
Aratus overran Attica, and, passing into Salamis, ravaged that 
island; so that the Achaean forces thought themselves escaped, 
as it were, out of prison, and followed him wherever he pleased. 
On this occasion he set the Athenian prisoners free without 
ransom, by which he sowed amongst them the first seeds of 
defection from the Macedonians. He brought Ptolemy like- 
wise into the Acheean league, by procuring him the direction 
of the war both by sea and land. Such was his influence over 
the Achaeans, that as the laws did not allow him to be general 
two years together, they appointed him every other year; and, 
in action, as well as counsel, he had always in effect the chief 
command : for they saw it was not wealth, or glory, or the 
friendship of kings, or the advantage of his own countiy, or 
any thing else, that he preferred to the promotion of the 
Achaean power. He thought that cities, in their single capacity, 
were weak ; and that they could not provide for their defence 
without uniting and binding themselves together for the com- 
mon good. As the members of the body cannot be nourished 
or live but by their connection with each other, and, when 
separated, pine and decay; so cities perish when they break 
off from the community to which they belonged^ and, on the 
contrary, gather strength and power by becoming parts o( 
some great body, and enjoying the fruits of the wisdom of the 
whole.* 

Observing, therefore, that all the bravest people in his neigh- 
bourhood lived according to their own laws, it gave him pain 
to see the Argives in slavery, and he took measures for destroy- 
ing their tyrant Aristoniachus.t Besides, he was ambitious for 
restoring. Argos to its liberty, as a reward for the education it 
had afforded him, and to unite it to the Achaean league. With- 
out much difficulty he found them hardy enough to undertake 

* We shall here give the reader an account of some laws, by which the 
Achaean states were governed : — 1. An extraordinary assembly was not to be 
summoned at the request of foreign ambassadors, unless they first notified, in 
writing, to the PraAor and Demiur^, the subject of their embassy. 2. No 
city, subject to the league, was to send any embassy to a foreign prince or 
state, without the consent and approbation of the general diet. 3. No mem- 
ber of the assembly was to accept of presents from foreign princes, under 
any pretence whatsoever. 4. No prince, state, or city, was to be admitted 
into the league, without the consent of the whole alliance. 5. The genera) 
assembly was not to sit above three days. 

f This Aristomachus must not \)e cotiCoxinded with him who was thrown 
into the sea at CeDcbreee. Between \heixi tvi^seu^ j^fffi^\\f^^%» 
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the commissioDy at the head of whom was iBsehylus and Cha- 
ximene^ the diviner: hut they had no swords; tor they were 
forbidden to keep arms, and uie tyrant had laid great penalties 
on such as should be found to have any in their possession. 
To supply this defect, Aratus providea several <kggers for 
them at Corinth, and having sewed them up in the packnrad- 
dies of horses that were to carry sdme orainary wares, they 
were, by that stratagem, conveyed to Argos.* In the mean 
time, Charimenes taKin^ in another of his friends as a partner, 
^sch^lus and his associates were so much provoked, that they 
cast him off, and determined to do the business by themselves. 
But Charimenes perceiving their intention, in resentment of 
the slight, informed the tyrant of their purpose, when they 
were set out to put it in execution. Upon which they fled 
with precipitation, and most of them escaped to Corinth. 

It T'^as not long, however, before Aristomachus was des- 
patched by one of his own servants ; but before any measures 
could be taken to guard against tyranny, Aristippus took the 
reins, and proved a worse tyrant than the former. Aratus, 
indeed, marched immediately to Argos with all the Achseans 
that were able to bear arms, m order to support the citizens, 
whom he doubted not to find ready to assert tneir liberty. Bat 
they had been long accustomed to the yoke, and were willing 
to be slaves ; insomuch that not one of them joined him, and 
he returned with the inconvenience of bringing a charge upon 
the Achaeans, that they had committed acts of hostility in time 
of full peace : for they were summoned to answer for this in* 
justice Defore the Ma nti neaps. 

Aratus did not appear at the trial; and Aristippus being the 
prosecutor, got a fine of thirty minss laid upon the Achasans. 
As that tyrant both hated and feared Aratus, he meditated his 
death, and Antigonus entered into the scheme. They had 
their emissaries in almost every quarter, watching their oppor- 
tunity. But the surest ^uard for a prince, or other chief, is 
the sincere affection of his people: for when the commons and 
the nobility, instead of fearing their chief magistrate, fear for 
him, he sees with many eyes, and hears with many ears. And 
here I cannot but leave a little the thread of my story to de- 
scribe that manner of life which Aristippus was under the 
necessity of leading, if he chose to keep in his hands that des* 
potism, that .state of an arbitrary sovereign, which is com- 
monly so much envied, and admired as the highest. pitch of 
happiness. 

Tnis tyrant, who had Antigonus for his ally, who kept so 

* Pdlybiut places this attempt for the relief oC Ax^cca ^^qk^^kc ^^ 
AriilniDachMg.— Vid* JPoi{y6. lib* ii« 
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large a body-guard, and had not left one of his enemies alive 
in uie city, would ROt suffer his guards to do duty in the pa- 
lace, but only in the vestibule ana porticoes about it When 
supper was over, he sent away all his servants, barred the door 
of the hall himself, and, with his mistress, crept through a 
trapndoor into a small chamb^er above. Upon that door be 
placed his bed, and slept there as a person in his anxious state 
of mind may be supposed to sleep. The ladder by which he 
went up, his mistress' mother took away, and secured in an- 
other room till morning, when she brought it again, and called 
up this wonderful prince, who crept like a reptile out of his 
hole : whereas Aratus, who acquired a lasting command, not 
by force of arms, but by virtue, and in a way agreeable to this 
laws; who made his appearance without fear in a plain vest 
and cloak, and always showed himself an enemy to tyranta, 
left an illustrious posterity amone the Greeks, which flourishe.1 
at this day; But of those who nave seized castles, who have 
maintained guards, who have fenced themselves with arms, 
and gates, and barricadoes, how few can we reckon up that 
have not, like timorous hares, died a violent death ; and not 
one of them has left a family, or even a monument to preserve 
bis memory with honour. 

Aratus made many attempts, both private and open, to pull 
down Aristippus, and rescue Argos out of his hands; but he 
always miscarried. Once he applied his scaling ladders, and 
ascended the wall with a small party, in spite of the extreme 
danger that threatened him. He even succeeded so far as to 
kill the guards that came to oppose him : but when day ap 
peared, and the tyrant attacked him on ail sides, the p>eople ol 
Argos, as if he had not been fifi;hting for their liberty, and 
they were only presiding at the Isemean games, sat very im- 
partial spectators of the action, without making the least mo- 
tion to assist. Aratus defended himself with great courage, 
and, though he had his thigh run through with a spear, main- 
tained his post all day against such superior numbers. Would 
his strengtn have permitted him to continue the combat in the 
night too, he must have carried his point; for the tyrant now 
thought of nothing but making his escape, and had already 
sent most of his treasure on board his ships. However, as no 
one gave Aratus intelligence of this circumstance, as his water 
failed, and his wound disqualified him from any further efforts, 
he called off his men and retired. 

He now despaired of succeeding by way of surprise, and, 

therefore, openly entered the territories of Argos with his 

army, and committed great devastation. He fought a pitched 

battle with Aristippus near the river Chares, and on that oc- 

casion he was censured Iqt 4ea^T\Atv% \)cv^ ^^\!vyci^w\d letting 



ARATU& 359 

the victory dip out of his hands: for one part of his army had 
clearly the advantage, and was advancing fast in the pursuit, 
when he, without being overpowered where he acted in per-^ 
son, noerely out of fear and diffidence, retired in great disor-^ 
der to his camp. His men, on their return from tHeir pursuit^ 
expiessed their indignation at being prevented from erecting 
the trophy, after they had put the enem v to flight, and killed 
many more men than they had lost Aratus, wounded with 
these reproaches, determined to risk a second battle for the 
trophy. Accordingly, after his men had rested one day, he 
drew them out the next But finding that the enemy's num- 
bers were increased, and that their troops were in much higher 
spirits than before, he durst not venture upon an action, but 
retreated, after having obtained a truce to carry oflf the dead. 
However, by his engaging manners, and his abilities in the 
administration, he obviated the consequences of his error, and 
added the city of Cleonae to the Achaean league. In Cleonse 
he caused the Nemean games to be celebrated ; for he thought 
that city had the best and most ancient claim to them. The 
people of Argos likewise exhibited them, and, on this occa- 
sion, the freedom and security which had been the privilege of 
the champions, were first violated. The Achaeans considered 
as enemies all that had repaired to the games at Argos, and 
having seized them as they passed through their territories, 
sold tnem for slaves. So violent and implacable was their 
general's hatred of tyrants. 

Not long after, Aratus had intelligence that Aristippus had 
a design upon CleonaB, but that he was afraid of him, because 
he then resided at Corinth, which was very near Cleonae. In 
this case he assembled his forces by proclamation, and having 
ordered them to take provisions for several days, marched to 
Cenchreae. By this manoeuvre, he hoped to bring Aristippus 
against Cleonae, as supposing him at a distance; and it had its 
effect The tyrant immediately set out from Argos with his 
army. But it was no sooner dark, than Aratus returned from 
Cenchreae to Corinth, and having placed guards in all the roads, 
led on the Achaeans, who followed him in such good order, 
and with so much celerity and pleasure, that they not only 
made their march, but entered Cleonse that night, and put 
themselves in order of battle ; nor did Aristippus gain the 
least knowledge of this movement 

Next morning, at break of day, the gates were opened, the 
trumpet sounded, and Aratus advancing at full speeci^ and with 
all the alarm of war, fell upon the enemy, and soon routed 
them. Then he went upon the pursuit, particularly that way 
which he imagined Arit^ppus might takft\ ilot >^^ ^«vw*x^\>s^ 
aevertl outlefs. The pursuit was con\\TraL<^ %» W ^a'^^^woafc^ 
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and the tyrant^ u Dinias telk us, was Ofvertaken and killed by 
a Cretan named Tragiscus; and of his anny there were above 
fifteen hundred slain. Aratus, though he nad gained this im- 
portant victory without the loss of one man, could not make 
Jiimself master of Argos, nor deliver it from slavery; for 
Asias and young Aristomachus entered it with the kmg ot 
Macedon's troops, and held it in subjection. 

This action silenced, in a great measure, the calumny of the 
enemy, and put a stop to the insolent scofis of those who, to 
flatter the tyrants, had not scrupled to say, that whenever the 
Achaean general prepared for battle, his bowels lost their re« 
tentive faculty : that when the trumpet sounded, his eyes grew 
dim, and his head giddy; and that when he had given the 
word, he used to ask his lieutenants, and other officers, what 
further need there could be of him, since the die was cast, 
and whether he might not retire, and wait the event of the 
day at some distance. These reports had prevailed so much, 
that the philosophers, in their inquiries in the schools, Whe- 
ther the palpitation of the heart and change of colour on the 
appearance of danger, were arguments of cowardice, or only 
of some natural defect, some coldness in the constitution? 
used always to quote Aratus as an excellent general, who yet 
was always subject to those emotions on occasion of a battle. 
After he had destroyed Aristippus, he sought means to de- 
pose Lysiades the Megalopolitan, who had assumed the su- 
preme power in his native city. This man had something 
fenerous in his nature, and was not insensible to true honour, 
[e had not, like most other tyrants, committed this injustice 
out of a love of licentious pleasure, or from a motive of ava- 
rice; but incited, when very young, by a passion for glory, 
and unadvisedly believing the false and vain accounts of tne 
wondrous happiness of arbitrary power, he had made it his 
business to usurp it. However, he soon felt it a heavy bur- 
den ; and being at once desirous to gain the happiness which 
Aratus enjoyed, and to deliver himself from the fear of his 
intriguine spirit, he formed the noblest resolution that can be 
conceived, which was first to deliver himself from the hatred, 
the fears, and the guards, that encompassed him, and then to 
bestow the greatest blessing on his country. In consequence 
hereof, he sent for Aratus, laid down the authority he had as- 
sumed, and joined the city to the Achaean lea^e. The 
Achseans, charmed with his noble spirit, thought it not too 
great a compliment to elect him general. He was no sooner 
appointed, than he discovered an ambition to raise his name 
aoove that of Aratus, and was by that means led to several 
unnecessary attempts, particuX^LTly to declare war against the 
/>acedasmonians. Aratus etvdeaNowT^^ \.o y^^n^oX. v\.^\pq.\. ^\s 
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opposition was thought to proceed from enyj. Lysiades was 
cnosen general a second time, though Aratus exerted all his 
interest to get that appointment for another: for, as we hare 
already observed^ he nad the command himself only every 
other year. Lysiades was fortunate enough to gain that com- 
mission a third time, enjoying it alternately with Aratus. But 
at last, avowing himself his enemy, and ouen accusing him to 
the Achaeans in full council, that people cast him off. For he 
appeared with only an assumed character to contend against 
real and sincere virtue, ^sop tells us, — ^^ That the cuckoo 
one day askdd the little birds why they avoided her? and they 
answered. It was because they feared she would at last prove 
a hawk.'' In like manner it happened to Lysiades. It was 
suspected that, as he had been once a tyrant, his laying down 
his power was not quite a voluntary thing, and that he would 
be glad to take the first opportunity to resume it. 

Aratus acquired new glory in the war with the ^tolians. 
The Achaeans pressed him to engage them on the confines of 
Mcjgara; and A^is, kins of the Lacedaemonians, who attended 
with an army^oined his instances to theirs; but he would 
not consent. Iney reproached him with want of spirit, with 
cowardice; they tried what the weapons of ridicule could do; 
but he bore all their attacks with patience, and would not sa- 
crifice the real good of the community to the fear of seeming 
disgrace. Upon this principle he suffered the ^tolians to pass 
Mount Gerania, and to enter Peloponnesus without the least 
resistance. But when he found that in their march they had 
seized Pellene, he was no longer the same man. Without the 
least delay, without waiting till all his forces were assembled, 
he advanced with those he had at hand against the enemy, 
who were much weakened by their late acquisition, for it had 
occasioned the utmost disorder and misrule. They had no 
sooner entered the city, than the private men dispersed them- 
selves in the houses, and beg;an to scramble and fight for the 
booty, while the generals and other officers seized the wives 
and daughters of the inhabitants, and each put his helmet on 
the head of his prize, as a mark to whom she belonged, and to 
prevent her coming into the hands of another. 

While they were thus employed, news was brought that 
Aratus was at hand, and ready to fall upon them. 'Hie con- 
sternation was such as might be expected amongst men in ex- 
treme disorder. Before they were all apprisecTof their dan- 
ger, those that were about the gates and m the suburbs, had 
sKirmished a few moments with the Achaeans, and were put to 
flight; and the precipitation with which they fled, greatly dis- 
tressed those who had assembled to supi^oil >^<eisv. ^m^\^% 
this confusion, one of the caplweS) d^wui\«t \o'^'^\>^Si«^^'*^ 
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person of great eminence in Pdlene» who wis remarkable for 
ner beauty and nutjestiQ mien, was seated in the temple of 
Diana^ where Uie officer, whoae prize she was, had placed her, 
after having put his helmet, wnich was adorned with three 
plumes of fqathers, on her head. This lady, hearing the noise 
and tumult, ran out suddenly to see what was the cause. As 
she stood at the door of the temple, and looked down upon the 
combatants, with the helmet still upon her head, she appeared 
to the citizens a figure more than human, and the enemy took 
her for a deity ; which struck the latter with such terror and 
astonishment, that they were no longer able to use their arms. 

The Pellenians tell us, that the statue of the goddess stands 
commonly untouched ; and that when the priestess moves it 
out of the temple, in order to carry it in procession, none dare 
look it in the lace, but, on the contrary, they turn away their 
eyes with great care ; for it is not only a terrible and dangerous 
sight to mankind, but its look renders the trees barren, and 
blasts the fruits where it passes. They add, that the priestess 
carried it out on this occasion, and always turning the face 
directly towards the JEtolians, filled them with horror, and 
deprived them of their senses. But Aratus, in his Com- 
mentaries, makes no mention of any such circumstance; he 
only says, that he put the -^tolians to flight, and, entering the 
town with the fugitives, dislodged them by dint of sword, and 
killed seven hundred. This action was one of the most cele- 
brated in history: Timanthes the painter gave a very lively 
and excellent representation of it. 

However, as many powerful states were combining against 
the Achaeans, Aratus hastened to make peace with the JEto- 
lians, which he not only efiected with the assistance of Panta- 
leon, one of the most powerful men amongst them, but like- 
wise entered into an alliance offensive and defensive. He had 
a strong desire to restore Athens to its liberty, and exposed 
himself to the severest censures of the Achaeans, by attempt- 
ing to surprise the Piraeus, while there Avas a truce subsisting 
between them and the Macedonians. Aratus, indeed, in his 
Commentaries, denies the fact, and lays the blame upon Ergi- 
nus, with whom he took the citadel of Corinth. He says, it 
was the peculiar scheme of Erginus to attempt that port ; that 
his ladder breaking, he miscarried, and was pursued ; and that, 
to save himself, he often called upon Aratus, as if present; by 
which artifice he deceived the enemy, and escaped. But this 
defence of his wants probability to support it. It is not likely 
that Erginus, a private man, a Syrian, would have formed a 
design of such consequence, without having Aratus at the head 
of it, to supply him with troous, and to point out the oppor- 
tunity for the attack, Nay, Ai^Vu^ ^xon^^ V^^ ^wafc ^^^^xurt 
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himself, by knakin^ tiot only two or three, hut man^ more at- 
tempts upon the Piraeus. Like a person violently m love, his 
miscarriage did not );>reTail upon him to desist; for as his 
hopes were disappointed only by the failure, perhaps, of a sin- 
gle circumstance, and he was always within a little of succeed- 
ing, he still encouraged himself to go on. In one repulse, as 
he fled over the fields of Thriasium, he broke his leg; and the 
cure could not be effected without several incisions, so that, for 
some time after, when he was called to action, he was carried 
into the field in a litter. 

After the death of Antigonus, and Demetrius' accession to 
the throne, Aratus was more intent than ever on delivering 
Athens from the yoke, and conceived an utter contempt for 
the Macedonians. He was, however, defeated in a battle near 
Phy lacia by Bithys, the new king's general ; and a strong re- 
port being spread on one side that he was taken prisoner, and 
on another, that he was dead, Diogenes, who commanded in 
the Piraeus, wrote a letter to Corinth, insisting, — ^^ That the 
Achseans should evacuate the place, since Aratus was no 
more." Aratus happened to be at Corinth when the letter 
arrived, and the messengers finding that their business occa- 
sioned much laughter and satirical discourse, retired in great 
confusion. The king of Macedon himself, too, sent a ship, 
with orders, — ^**That Aratus should be brought to him in 
chains.'' 

The Athenians exceeding themselves in flattery to the Ma- 
cedonians, wore chaplets of flowers upon the first report of 
Aratus' death. Incensed at this treatment, he immediately 
marched out against them, and proceeded as far as the Acade- 
my: but they implored him to spare them, and he returned 
without doing them the least injury. This made the Athe- 
nians sensible of his virtue; and as upon the death of Deme- 
trius they were determined to make an attempt for liberty, they 
called them in to their assistance. Though he was not jgeneral 
of the Achaeans that year, and was so much indisposed besides, 
by lonfi^ sickness, as to be forced to keep his bed, yet he caused 
himself to be carried in a litter^ to render them his best ser- 
vices. Accordingly, he prevailed opon Diosenes, who com- 
manded the garrison, to give up the Piraeus, Af unychia, Sala- 
mis, and Sunium, to the Athenians, for the consideration of a 
hundred and fifty talents, twenty of which Aratus himself fur- 
nished. Upon this, the ^ginetae and Hermonians joined this 
Achaeans, and ereat part of Arcadia paid contributions to the 
league. The Maceoonians now found employment enoueh 
for their arms nearer home, and the Achasans, numbering tioA. 
iEtolians amongst their allies, found b. ^oaX. ^^>C\»^\s^'^^ 
power* 
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Aratus still proceeded upon his old principles, and in his 
uneasiness to see tyranny established in a city so near hifm as 
that of Argosy sent his agents to Aristomachus, to represent, — 
'^ How advantageous a uiing it would be for him to restore 
that cit^ to liberty, and join it to the Achaean league; how no- 
ble to follow the example of Lysiades, and command so great 
a people with reputation and honour, as the general of their 
choice, rather than one city as a tyrant, exposed to perpetual 
danger and hatred." Aristomachus listened to their suggest 
tions, and desired Aratus to send him fifty talents to pay ofl 
his troops. The money was granted agreeably to his request, 
but Lysiades, whose commission as general was not expired, 
and who was ambitious to have this negociation pass with tJie 
Achaeans for his work, took an opportunity, while the money 
was providing, to accuse Aratus to Aristomachus, as a person 
that had an implacable aversion to tyrants, and to advise him 
rather to put the business into his hands. Aristomachus be- 
lieved these suggestions, and Lysiades had the honour of in- 
troducing him to the league. But on this occasion especially, 
the Achaean council showed their affection and fidelity to Ara- 
tus: for, upon his speaking against Aristomachus, they re- 
jected him with marks of resentment Afterwards, when 
Aratus was prevailed upon to manage the affair, they readily 
accepted the proposal, and passed a decree, by which the Ajt- 
gives and Pnliasians were admitted into the league. The 
year following, too, Aristomachus was appointed general. 

Aristomachus, finding himself esteemed by the Achaeans, 
was desirous of carrying his arms into Laconia, for which pur- 
pose he sent for Aratus from Athens. Aratus made answer, 
that he utterly disapproved the expedition, not choosing that 
the Achaeans should engage with Cleomenes,* whose spirit 
and power kept growing in proportion to the dangers he had 
to encounter. Aristomachus, however, was bent uj>on the en- 
terprispy and Aratus, yielding to his solicitations, returned to 
assist him in the war. Cleomenes offered him battle at Pa- 
lantium, but Aratus prevented him from accepting the chal- 
lenge. Hereupon Lysiades accused Aratus to the Achseans, 
and the year following declared himself his competitor for the 
command ; but Aratus had the majority of votes, and was for 
the twelfth time declared general.' 

This year he was defeated by Cleomenes at Mount Lv- 
caeum ; and in his flight being forced to wander about in the 

"^ Some authors write, that Cleomenes, at the instigation of the iBtokans, 
had built a fbrtress in the territory of the Megalopolitans, called Athameum; 
which the Achseans considered as an open rupture, and, therefore, declared, 

Xd a ^nend assembly, that the Li^codsmQuiaui should be considered as 

eaemies. 



night, he Was mpp6ieA to be killed. This was the second 
time that a report of his death spread over Greece. He saved 
himself, however; and havinr collected the scattered remains 
of his forces, was not satisfied with retiring unmolested: on 
the contrary, he availed himself in the best manner of his op- 
portunity; and when none expected, or even thought of such 
a manoeuvre, fell suddenlv upon the Mantineans, who were 
allies to Cleomenes, took their city, secured it with a garrison^ 
and declared all the straneers he found there free of the city. 
In short, he acquired that for the Achaeans when beaten, which 
they could not easily have ^ined when victorious. 

The Lacedaemonians again entering the territories of Mega- 
lopolis, he marched to relieve that city. Cleomenes endea- 
voured to bring him to an engagement, but he declined it, 
though the Megalopolitans pressed him much to leave the 
matter to the decision of the sword : for, besides that he was 
never very fit for disputes in the open field, he was now in- 
ferior in numbers; and at a time of life when his* spirits beean 
to fail, and his ambition was subdued, he would have had to 
do with a young man of the most adventurous courage. He 
thought, too, that if Cleomenes, by his boldness, sought to ac- 
quire glory, it became him, by his caution, to keep that which 
he hacf. 

One day the light infantrv skirmished with the Spartans, 
and having driven them to their camp, entered it witn them, 
and be^n to plunder. Aratus even then would not lead on 
the mam body, but kept his men on the other side of a defile 
that lay between, and would not sufier them to pass. Lysi- 
ades, incensed at this order, and reproaching him with cow- 
ardice, called upon the cavalry to support the party which was 
in pursuit of the enemy, and not to oetray the victory, nor to 
desert a man who was going to hazard all for his country. 
Many of the best men in the army followed him to the charge, 
which was so vigorous, that he put the right wing of the La- 
cedaemonians to flight. But in the ardour of his courage, and 
his ambition for honour, he went inconsiderately upon the 
pursuit, till he fell into an intricate way, obstructed with trees, 
and intersected with large ditches. Cleomenes attacked him 
in this ground', and slew him, after he had maintained the most 
glorious of all combats, the combat for his people, almost at 
their own doors. The rest of the cavalry fled, and, turning 
back upon the main body, put the infantry in disorder, so that 
the rout became general. 

This loss was principally ascribed to Aratus, for he was 
thought to have abandoned Lysiades to his fate. The Achsr 
ans, therefore, retired in great anger, a.i\A o\K\^'^.'^k«£i. \ft V3^- 
low them to -^gium. There il was dew^fc^ vcv l\s^\ <5Wssws»-» 
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that he should be supplied with no more mokieyy nor have any 
mercenaries maintained j and that, if he would go to war, he 
must find resources for it himself. Thus ignominiousl^ treat- 
ed, he was inclined to give up the seal, and resini his com- 
mand immediately; but, uppon more mature consmeration, he 
thought it better to bear the affront with patience. Soon after 
this he led the Achaeans to Orchomenus, where he gave battle 
to M egistonoUs, father-in-law to Cleomenes, killed three hun- 
dred of his men, and took him prisoner. 

It had been customary with him to take the command every 
other year; but when his turn came, and he was called upon 
to resume it, he absolutely refused, and Timoxenus was ap- 
pointed general. The reason commonly given for his reject- 
ing that commission, was his resentment against the people 
for the late dishonour they had done him; but the real cause 
was the bad posture of the Achaean affairs. Cleomenes no 
longer advanced by insensible steps; he had no measures now 
to keep with the magistrates at home, nor any thing to fear 
from tneir opposition; for he had put the ephori to death, 
distributed the lands in equal portions, and admitted many 
strangers citizens of Sparta. After he had made himself ab- 
solute master by these means at home, he marched into Achaia, 
and insisted upon being appointed general of the league. 
Aratus, therefore, is highly blamed, when affairs were in such 
a tempestuous state, for giving up the helm to another pilot, 
when he ought rather to have taken it by force to save the 
community from sinking. Or, if he thougnt the Achaean pow- 
er beyond the possibility of being retrieved, he should have 
yielded to Cleomenes, and not have brought Peloponnesus 
into a state of barbarism again with Macedonian garrisons, 
nor filled the citadel of Corinth with Illyrian and Gaulish 
arms: for this was making; those men to whom he had shown 
himself superior, both in nis military and political capacity, 
and whom he vilified so much in his Commentaries, masters of 
his cities, under the softer, but false name of allies. It may 
be said, perhaps, that Cleomenes wanted justice, and was ty- 
rannically inclined. Let us grant it for a moment: yet he was 
a descendant of the Heraclidae, and his country was Sparta, 
the meanest citizen of which should have been preferred as 
general of the league to the first of the Macedonians, at least 
by those who set any value on the dignity of Greece. Besides, 
Cleomenes asked for the command among the Achaeans,* only 

* Perhaps Aratus was apprehensive that Cleomenes would endeavour to 
make himself alsolute amongst the Achseans, as he was already in Lacedee- 
moD. There was a possibility, however, of his behaving with honour as ge- 
nera/ of the Achssans: whereas from AxkU^onus nothing coukl be expect 
butcbadoM. 
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10 makke their cities happy in his services^ in return for the 
honour of the title; whereas Antigonus, thoueh declared com- 
mander-in-chief both by sea and land, would not accept the 
commission till he was paid with the citadel of Corinth; in 
which he perfectly resembled -ffisop's hunter;* for he would 
not ride tne Achsans, though they offered their backs, and 
though by embassies and decrees they courted him to do it, 
till he had first bridled them by his garrison, and by the host- 
ages which they were obliged to deliver to him. 

It is true, Aratus labours to justify himself by the necessity 
of affairs. But Polybius assures us, that, long before that 
necessity existed, he had been afraid of the daring spirit of 
Cleomenes, and hfid not only treated with Antigonus in pri- 
yate, but drawn in the Megalopolitans to propose it to the ge- 
neral assembly of the Achaeans, that Antigonus should be in- 
vited to their assistance. For, whenever Cleomenes renewed 
his depredations, the Megalopolitans were the first that suffer- 
ed by them. Phylarchus gives the same account; but we 
should not have afTorded him much credit, if he had not been 
supported by the testimony of Polybius; for such is his fond- 
ness of Cleomenes, that he cannot speak of him but in an en- 
thusiastic manner; and, as if he was pleading a cause, rather 
than writing a history, he perpetually disparages the one and 
vindicates the other. 

The Achaeans having lost M antinea, which Cleomenes now 
took a second time, and being, moreover, defeated in a great 
battle at Hecatombceum, were struck with such terror, that 
they immediately invited Cleomenes to Argos, with a promise 
of making him general. But Aratus no sooner perceived that 
he was on his march, and had brought his army as far as Ler- 
ma, than his fears prevailed, and he sent ambassadors to de- 
sire him to come to the Achaeans as friends and allies, with 
three hundred men only.^ They were to add, that if he had 
any distrust of the Achaeans, they would give him hostages. 
Cleomenes told him, they did but insult and mock him with 
such a message, and returning immediately, wrote abetter to 
the Achaean council, full of complaints and invectives against 
Aratus. Aratus wrote another against Cleomenes in the same 
style; and they proceeded to such gross abuse, as not to spare 
even the characters of their wives and families. 

Upon this Cleomenes sent a herald to declare war against 
the Achaeans; and in the mean time the city of Sicyon was 
near being betrayed to him. Disappointed of his expectation 
there, he turned against Pellene, dislodged the Achaean garri- 

* Horace ffives as this fiible of .£sop's; but, before iBsop, die ^^oel €1«bl-- 
chorns is said to have a|^Dlied it to theHirocfiMm, ^>xsi ^mei ^wvia ^|^a%na 
raise mgaard ior PIpIant. 
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son, and secured the town for himself. A little after this,, he 
took Pheneum and Penteleum ; and it was not lonr before the 
people of Argos adopted his interest^ and the Phliasians re^ 
ceived his garrison: so that scarce any thing remained firm to 
the AchaBans of the dominions they had aquired : Aratus saw 
nothing but confusion about him ; all Peloponnesus was in a 
tottering condition, and the cities every where excited by in- 
novators to revolt Indeed, none were quiet or satisfied with 
their present circumstances. Even amongst the Sicyonians 
and Corinthians, manj were found to have a correspondence 
with Cleomenes, having been long disafiected to the adminis^ 
tration and the public utility, because they wanted to get the 
power into their own hands. Aratus was invested with full 
authority to punish the delinauents. The corrupt members of 
Sicyon he cut off; but by seeking for such in Corintii, in or- 
der to put them to death, he exasperated the people, already 
sick of the same distemper, and weary of the Achaean govern- 
ment* On this occasion they assembled in the temple of 
Apollo, and sent for Aratus, being determined either to kill 
him or take him prisoner, before they proceeded to an open 
revolt. He came leading his horse, as it he had not the least 
mistrust or suspicion. When they saw him at the gate, a num- 
ber of them rose up and loaded him with reproaches. But he, 
with a composed countenance and mild address, bade them sit 
down again, and not be standing in the way, and by making 
such a disorderly noise, prevent other citizens who were at 
the door from entering. At the same time that he said this, he 
drew back step by step, as if he was seeking somebody to take 
his horse. Thus he got out of the crowd, and continued to 
talk, without the least appearance of confusion, to such of the 
Corinthians as he met, and desired them to go to the temple, 
till he insensibly approached the citadel. He then mounted 
his horse, and without stopping any longer at the fort, than to 
give his orders to Cleopater the governor to keep a strict 
guard upon it, he rode off to Sicyon, followed by no more 
than thirty soldiers, for the rest had left him and dispersed. 

The Corinthians, soon apprised of his flight, went in pur- 
suit of him: but failing in their design, they sent for Cleo- 
menes, and put the city into his hands. He did not, however, 
think this advantage equal to his loss in their suffering Aratus 
to escape. As soon as the inhabitants of that district on the 
coast called Acte had surrendered their towns, he shut up the 
citadel with a wall of circumvallation, and a palisadoea en- 
trenchmentt 

* What wonder, when they saw Aratus unfaithful to his first principles, 
and going to bring them again under \he Macedouian yoke? 

f Ana-ravpH xai rtf ifiwixijc* 
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In the mean time, many of the Achaeans repaired to Aratus 
at Sicyon, and a general assembly was held^ in which he wss 
chosen commander-in-chief, with an unlimited commission. 
He now first took a ffuard, and it was composed of his fel- 
low-citizens. He had conducted the Achaean administration 
three-and-thirty years; he had been first man in Greece, both 
in power and reputation; but he now found himself abandon- 
ed, iridi^nt, persecuted, without any thing but one plank to 
trust to in the storm that had shipwrecked his country: for 
the ^tolians refused him the assistance which he requested; 
and the city of Athens, though well inclined to serye him, was 
preyented by Euclides and Micion. 

Aratus had a house and yaluable efiects at Corinth. Cleo- 
menes would not touch any thing that^ belonged to him, but 
sent for his friends and agents, and charged them to take the 
utmost care of his afiairs, as remembering that they must giye 
an account to Aratus. To Aratus himself he pnyately sent 
Tripylis, and afterwards his father-in-law Mesistonoiis, with 
grertVers, and among the rest a pension of twelve tients, 
which was double the yearly allowance he had had from Pto- 
lemy. For this he desired to be appointed general of the 
Achaeans, and to be joined with him in the care of the citadel 
of Corinth. Aratus answered, — ^^ That he did not now go- 
yern afiairs, but they goyerned him.^^ As there appeared an 
insincerity in this answer, Cleomenes entered the territories 
of Sicyon, and committed great deyastations. He likewise 
blocked up the city for three months together; all which time 
Aratus was debating with himself whether he should surren- 
der the citadel to Antigonus, for he would not send him suc- 
cours on any other condition. 

Before he could take his resolution, the Achaeans met in 
council at JEgium, and called him to attend it As the town 
was inyested by Cleomenes, it was dangerous to pass. The 
citizens entreated him not to go, and declared they would not 
sufier him to ^^ose himself to an enemy who was watching 
for his prey. The matrons, and their children, too, hung upon 
him, and wept for him as a common parent and protector. He 
consoled them, howeyer, as well as he could, and rode down 
to the sea, taking with him ten of his friends, and his son, 
who was now approaching to manhood. Finding some yessels 
at anchor, he went on board, and arriyed sa^ at ^gium. 
There he held an assembly, in which it was decreed that An- 
tigonus should be called in, and the citadel surrendered to him. 
Aratus sent his own son amongst the other hostages; which 
the Corinthians so much resented, that they plundered his 
goods, and made a present of his house to Gle<mvew^s^ 

As Anthjoniis was now appTQaoVuu^ ^V5^\C\% wros^^"^<^«^^s^ 

Vol. JV7- 3 A 
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consisted of twenty thousand foot, all Macedonians, and oi 
fourteen hundred horse, Aratus went with the Achasan mi^s 
trate by sea,* and without being discovered by the enemy, 
met him at Pegse; though he placed no great confidence m 
Antigonus, and distrusted the Macedonians: for he knew that 
his greatness had been owing to the mischiefs he had done 
them; and that he had first risen to the direction of afiairs in 
consequence of his hatred to old Antisonus. But seeing an 
indispensable necessity before him, sucn an occasion as those 
who seemed to command are forced to obey, he faced the dan- 
ger. When Antigonus was told that Aratus was come in per- 
son, he gave the rest a common welcome, but received him in 
the most honourable manner; and finding him, upon trial, to 
be a man of probity and prudence, took him into his most 
intimate friendship: for Aratus was not only serviceable to 
the kins in i^reat afiairs, but in the hours of leisure his most 
t^reeable companion. Antigonus, therefore, though young, 

gerceiving in him such a temper, and such other qualities as 
tted him for a prince's frienaship, preferred him not only to 
the rest of the Achseans, but even to the Macedonians that 
were about him, and continued to employ him in every afiiiir 
of consequence. Thus the thing which the gods announced 
by the entrails of one of the victims was accomplished: for 
it is said that when Aratus was sacrificing not long before, 
there appeared in the liver two ^all-bladders enclosed in the 
same caul ; upon which the diviner declared, that two ene- 
mies, who appeared the most irreconcileable, would soon be 
united in the strictest friendship. Aratus then took little no- 
tice of the saying, for he never put much faith in victims, nor 
indeed in predictions from any thing else, but used to depend 
upon his reason. Some time after, however, when the war 
went on successfully, Antigonus made an entertainment at 
Corinth, at which, though there was a numerous company, he 
placed Aratus next above him. They had not sat long before 
Antigonus called for a cloak. At the same time he asked 
Aratus, — ^^ Whether he did not think it very cold?'* and he 
answered, — '' It was extremely cold." The king then desired 
him to sit nearer, and the servants who brought the cloak put 
it over the shoulders of both. This putting Aratus in mind 
of the victim, he informed the king both of the sign and the 
prediction. But this happened long after the time that we are 
upon. 

While they were at Pegse, they took oaths of mutual fidelity, 
and then marched against the enemy. There were several 
actions under the walls of Corinth, in which Cleomenes had 

* The magistrates called Dcmijurg^ ^«e vn vs^oosA. ^ ^^DnnVs^fi^R^^ 
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fortified himself strongly^ tod the Corinthians defended the 
place with great vigour. 

In the mean time, Aristotle^ a citizen of Argos and friend 
of Aratus, sent an i^nt to him privately, with an offer of 
bringing that city to declare for him, if he would go thitherin 
peirson with some troops. Aratus having acquainted Antigo- 
nus with this scheme, embarked fifteen hundred men. and sail- 
ed immediately wiUi them from the isthmus to Epidaurus. 
But the people of Argos. without waiting for his arrival, had 
attacked the troops of Cleomenes, and shut them up in the 
citadel. Cleomenes having notice of this, and fearing that the 
enemy, if they were in possession of Argos, might cut off his 
retreat to Lacedsemon, left his post before the citadel of Co- 
rinth the same ni^ht, and marched to the succour of his men. 
He reached it before Aratus, and gained some advanta^ over 
the enemy; but Aratus arriving soon after, and the king ap- 
pearing with his army, Cleomenes retired to Mantinea. 

Upon this all the cities joined the Achaeans again. Antigo- 
nus made himself master of the citadel of Corinth; and me 
Argives having appointed Aratus their general, he persuaded 
them to give Antigonus the estates of the late tyrants and all 
the traitors. That people put Aristomachus to the torture at 
Cenchreae,* and afterwards drowned him in the sea. Aratus 
was much censured on this occasion, for permitting a man to 
suffer unjustly, who was not of a bad character, with whom 
he formerly had connections, and who, at his persuasion, had 
abdicated the supreme power, and brought Argos to unite itself 
to the Achaean league. There were other charges against Ara- 
tus, namely, that, at his instigations, the Achaeans had given 
thQ city of Corinth to Antigonus, as if it had been no more 
than an ordinary village ; that they had suffered him to pillage 
Orchomenus, and place in it a Macedonian garrison; that 
they had made a decree that their community should not send 
a letter or an embassy to any other king, without the consent 
of Antigonus, that they were forced to maintain and pay the 
Macedonians; and that they had sacrifices, libations, and 
5iimes, in honour of Antigonus, — the fellow-citizens of Ara- 
tus setting the example, and receiving Antigonus into their 
city, on which occasion Aratus entertained him in his house. 
For all these things they blamed Aratus, not considering that 
when he had once put the reins in the hands of that prince, 
he was necessarily carried along with thetide of re^l power; 
no longer master of any thing but his tongue, and it was dan- 

* Plutarch seems here to hare followed Phylarchus. Polybim tells us that 
Aristomachus desenred greater punishments than he suffered, not oply for 
his extreme cruelty when tyrant of Argos, but also for la3k^SQ«su^sslfi2Dia^'^BA 
Arhnwins in their distress, and declaring fat tittfb gngnnsft. 
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gerous to use that with freedom: for he wis visibly coneeni« 
ed at many circumstances of the king's conduct, particularly 
wilii respect to Uie statues. Antigonus erected anew thosaof 
the tyrants which Aratus had pulled down, and demolished 
those he had set up in memory of the brave men that surprised 
the citadel of Corinth. That of Aratus only was sparea, not- 
withstanding his intercession for the rest In the affair of 
Mantinea,* too, the behaviour of the Achaeans was not suita- 
ble to the Grecian humani^: for havine conquered it by 
means of Antigonus, they put the principal of the inhabitants 
to the sword ; some of the rest they sola, or sent in fetters to 
Macedonia; and they made slaves of the women and children. 
Of the money thus raised, they divided a third part amongst 
themselves, and gave the rest to the Macedonians. But this 
had its excuse in the law of reprisals. For however shocking 
it may appear for men to sacrifice to their anger those of their 
own nation and kindred, yet in necessity, as Simonides says, 
it seems rather a popular alleviation than a hardship to give 
relief to a mind inflamed and aching with resentment But as 
to .what Aratus did afterwards with respect to Mantinea, it is 
impossible to justify him upon a plea either of propriety or 
necessity : for Antigonus having made a present of that city to 
the Argives, they resolved to repeople it, and appointed Ara- 
tus to see it done; in virtue of which commission, as well as 
that of general, he decreed that it should no more be called 
Mantinea, but Antigonea: which name it still bears. Thus, 
by his means, Mantinea, the amiable Mantinea^ as Homer 
calls it, was no more; and, in the place of it, we have a city 
which took its name from the man who ruined its inhabitants. 
Some time after this, Cleomenes being overthrown in a 
great battle near Sellasia,t quitted Sparta, and sailed to Egypt 

*^ The Mantineans had applied to the Achaeans for a garrison to defend 
them against the Lacedaemonians. In compliance with their request, the 
Achaeans sent them three hundred of their own citizens, and two hundred 
mercenaries. But the Mantineans soon after chan&^ing their minds, in the 
most perfidious manner massacred that garrison. They deserved, therefore, 
all that they are here said to have suffered ; but Polybius makes no mention 
of the principal inhabitants bein^ put to death; he only says, their goods were 
plundered, and some of the people sold for slaves. 

t Cleomenes had entrenched himself so strongly near Sellasia, in a narrow 
pass between the mountains Eva and Olympus, that Antigonus did not think 
proper to attack him there. It is not easy to comprehend what could induce 
Cleomenes to come out of these entrenchments, and risk a pitched battle. 
His troops were not so numerous as the enemy's by one third; and he was 
supplied with all sorts of provisions from Sparta: what then could make him 
hazard a battle, the event of which was to decide the fate of Lac^aemon ? 
Polybius, indeed, seems to insinuate the cause of this proceeding; for he tells 
us, that Ptolemy king of Egypt, who had promised to assist him in this war, 
acquaiDted imn that he was notin2LCOii<^\UoiL\2dm'a^&!&^;xAVA&eng|a^ 
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As for Antigonus, after the kindest and most honourable be- 
haviour to Aratus, he returned to Macedonia. In his sickness 
there, which happened soon after his arrival, he sent Philip, 
then very youn^, but already declared his successor, into Pe- 
loponnesus, having first instructed him, above all things, to 
give attention to Aratus, and through him to treat with the 
cities, and make himself known to tne Achaeans. Aratus re- 
ceived him with great honour, and managed him so well, that 
he returned to Macedonia full of sentiments of respect for his 
friend, and in the most favourable disposition for the interests 
of the Greeks. 

After the death of Antigonus, the -^tolians despised the in- 
activity of the Achaeans: for, accustomed to the protection of 
foreign arms, and sheltering themselves under the Macedo- 
nian power, they sunk into a state of idleness and disorder. 
This gave the -^tolians room to attempt a footing in Pelopon- 
nesus. By the way they made some bootv in the country 
about Patrae and Dyme, and then proceeded to Messene, and 
laid waste its territories. Aratus was incensed at this inso- 
lence; but he perceived that Timoxenes, who was then gene- 
ral, took slow and dilatory measures, because his year was 
almost expired. Therefore, as he was to succeed to the com- 
mand, he anticipated his commission by five days, for the sake 
of assisting the Messenians. He assembled the Achaeans, but 
they had now neither exercise nor courage to enable them to 
maintain the combat, and, consequently, he was beaten in a 
battle which he fought at Caphyae^ Bemg accused of having 
ventured too much on this occasion,* he became afterwards so 
cold, and so far abandoned his hopes for the public, as to ne- 
glect the opportunities which the .^tolians gave him, and suf- 

And as Cleomenes did not choose to try the other alternative, that of suing 
to Antigonus for a peace, he risked all upon the event of that day. 

* Aratus was accused in the assembly, first, of having taken the command 
n]9on him before his time. In the next place, he was mamed for having dis- 
missed the Achaean troops, while the ^tolians were still in the heart of Pelo- 
ponnesus. The third article against him was, his venturing a battle with so 
few troops, when he might have made, with great ease, a safe retreat to the 
neighbouring towns, and there reinforced his army. The last and heaviest 
charj^e against him was, tliat after he had resolved to give the enemy battle, 
he did not, in the whole action, take one step that became a general of any 
experience : for he sent the cavalry and light-armed foot to attack the ene- 
my's rear, afler their front had gained the advantage; whereas he ought to 
have encountered the front at first, with the advantage of having them on the 
declivity ; in which case his heavy-armed infantry would have done him great 
service. However, be endeavoured to prove tbat the loss of the battle was 
not his fault ; addine, ^at if he had been wanting in any of the duties of an 
able general, he asked pardon ; and hoped tha^ in r^fard of his past ser- 
vices, they would not censure him with rigour. This submisBioii of K>s. 
changed the minds of the whole assembly, and th& ^^QQj^Vb\se^^aDL\s^;^^io^.*^^i^«^ 
rage upon his aocosen. 

Vol. IV. 3a 
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fered them to roam about Peloponnesiu in a Bacehanalitn 
manner^ committing all the excesses that insolence ooold sag- 
gisst 

The Achseans were now oblieed to stretch out their hands 
acain towards Macedonia, and brou^t Philip to interfere in 
the aflfiiirs of Greece. TheyJknew the re^ird he had for 
Aratus^ and the confidence be placed in him, and hoped, on 
that account) to find him tractable and easy in all their affiurs. 
But the king now first began to listen to Apelles, Megalaeus, 
and other courtiers, who endearoured to darken the eharacter 
of Aratus, and prevailed upon him to support the contrary 
party, by which means Eperatus was elected general of the 
Achseans. Eperatus, however, soon fell into the greatest con- 
tempt amongst them; and as Aratus would not ^ive any atten- 
tion to their concerns, nothing went well. Philip, findmg that 
he had committed a capital error, turned again to Aratus, and 
gave himself up entirely to his direction. As his affairs now 
prospered, and his power and reputation grew under the cul- 
ture of Aratus, he depended entirely on him for the farther 
increase of both. Indeed, it was evident to all the world that 
Aratus had excellent talents, not only for guiding a common- 
wealth, but a kingdom too : for there appeared a tincture of 
his principles and manners in all the conduct of this young 
prince. Thus, the moderation with which he treated the Spar- 
tans,* after they had ofiended him, his engaging behaviour to 
the Cretans, by which he gained the whole island in a few 
days, and the glorious success of his expedition against the 
^tolians, gained Philip the honour of knowing how to follow 
good counsel, and Aratus that of being able to j^ive it 

On this account, the courtiers envied him still more; and 
as they found that their 'private wigines of calumny availed 
nothing, they began to try open battery, reviling and insulting 
him at table with the utmost effrontery and lowest abuse. Nay, 
once they threw stones at him, as he was retiring from supper 
to his tent Philip, incensed at such outrage, fined tnem 
twenty talents, and, upon their proceeding to disturb and em- 
broil nis afiairs, put them to death. 

But, afterwarcfs, he was carried so high by the flow of pros- 

Eerity, as to discover many disorderly passions. The native 
adness of his disposition broke througn the veil he had put 
over it, and, by degrees, his real character appeared. In the 

* The Spartans had killed one of their ephori, and some others of their 
citizens who were in the interest of Philip ; and some of his counseUors ad- 
vised him to revenge the affront with rigour. But he said that as the Spar- 
tsBB now belonged to the Achaean leajorue, ihey were accountable to it; and 
that it ill became him to treat Hossoi with sererity, who were his allies, when 
his predecessor had extended bi& cVemeoc^ \.o ^cm^^^ws^^^QfimieB. 
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first place, he greatly injured ydailg Aratus by corrupting his 
wife; and the commerce was a long time secret, because he 
lived under his roof, where he haa been received under the 
sanction of hospitality. In the pext place, he discovered a 
strong aversion to commonwealths, and to the cities that were 
under that form of government It was easy to be soen, too, 
that he wanted to shake off Aratus. The first suspicion of his 
intentions arose from his behaviour with respect to the Mes- 
senia'as. There were two factions amongst them which had 
raised a sedition in the city. Aratus went to reconcile them ; 
but Philip getting to the place a day before him, added stings 
to their mutual resentments. On the one hand, he called the 
magistrates privately, and asked them whether they had not 
laws to restrain the rabble? and, on the other, he asked the 
demagogues whether they had not hands to defend them against 
tyrants? The magistrates, thus encouraged, attacked the chiefs 
of the people, and they, in their turn, came with superior num- 
bers, and killed the magistrates, with near two hundred more 
of their party. 

After Philip had engaged in these detestable practices, 
which exasperated the Messenians still more agamst each 
other, Aratus, when he arrived, made no secret oi his resent- 
ment, nor did he restrain his son in the severe and disparaging 
things he said to Philip. The young man had once a particu- 
lar attachment to Philip, which, in those days, they distin- 
guished by the name of love; but, on this occasion he scrupled 
not to tell him,^-^ That, after such a base action, instead of 
appearing agreeable, he was the most deformed of human 
kind.^' 

Philip made no answer, though anger evidently was work** 
ing in his bosom, and he often muttered to himself while the 
other was speaking. However, he pretended to bear it with 
great calmness, and, affecting to appear the man of subdued 
temper and refined manners, gave the elder Aratus his hand, 
and took him from the theatre to the castle of Ithome,* under 
pretence of sacrificing to Jupiter and visiting the place. This 
fort, which is as strong as the citadel of Corinth, were it gar- 
risoned, would greatly annoy the neighbouring country, and 
be almost impregnable. After Philip nad offered his sacrifice 
there, and the diviner came to show him the entrails of the 
ox, he took them in both hands, and showed them to Aratus 
and Demetrius of Pharise, sometimes turning; them to one, and 
sometimes to the other, and asking them, — ^'^hat they saw in 
the entrails of the victim ; whether they warned him to keep 

* In the printed text it is Ilhomaia^ which a^yp'ees with tlie name fhia iSoget 
has in Polyoiug; but one of the inanuscriptft gwea \i& Bhonvb^ ^\i&«^\^ "^^ 
name 8tru)o i^res it 
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this citadel, or to restore it to the Messenians ?'' Demetrius 
smiled, and said, — ^^ If you have the soul of a diviner, you 
will restore it ; hut if that of a king, you will hold the bull 
hy hoth his horns," By which he hinted that he must have 
Peloponnesus entirely in subjection, if he added Ithome to the 
citadel ,of Corinth. Aratus was a lon^ time silent; but upon 
Philip's pressing him to declare his opinion, he said, — ^^ There 
are many mountains of great strength in Crete, many castles 
in Boeotia and Phocis in lofty situations, and many impregna- 
ble places in Acarnania, both on the coast and within land. You 
have seized none of these, and vet they all uay you a volun- 
tary obedience. Robbers, indeed, take to rocks and precipices 
for security; but for a king thei*e is no such fortress as honour 
and humanity. These are the things that have opened to you 
the Cretan sea, these have unbarred the gates of Peloponnesus. 
In short, by these it is that, at so early a period in life, you are 
become general of the one, and sovereign of the other." 
Whilst he was yet speaking, Philip returned the entrails to 
the diviner, and taking Aratus by the hand, drew him along, 
and said, — ^^ Come on then, let us go as we came;" intimating 
that he had overruled him, and deprived him of such an ac- 
quisition as the city would have been. 

From this time Aratus began to withdraw from court, and, 
by degrees, to give up all correspondence with Philip. He 
refused also to accompany him in his expedition into Epirus, 
.though applied to for that purpose; choosing to stay at home, 
lest he should share in the disrepute of his actions. But after 
Philip had lost his fleet, with great disgrace, in the Roman 
war, and nothing succeeded to his wish, he returned to Pelo- 
ponnesus, and tried once more what art could do to impose 
upon the Messenians. • When he found that his designs were 
discovered, he had recourse to open hostilities, and ravaged 
their country. Aratus then saw all his meanness, and broke 
with him entirely. By this time, too, he perceived that he had 
dishonoured his son's bqd: but, though the injury lay heavy 
on him, he concealed it from his son, because he could only 
inform him that he was abused, without being able to help him 
to the means of revenge. There seemed to be a great and 
unnatural change in Philip, who, of a mild and sober young 
prince, became a libidinous and cruel tyrant; but, in fact, it 
was not a change of disposition; it was onlv discovering, in a 
time of full security, the vices which his iears had long con- 
cealed. That his regard for Aratus had originally a great 
mixture of fear and reverence, appeared even in the method 
he took to destroy him : for though he was very desirous of 
effectins; that cruel purpose, because he neither looked upon 
himself as an absolute prm^ie, w «l V\tv^^ «^ ^n^u a freeman* 
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while Ai'atlQS Irted^yrt he would not sttempt any thing against 
him in the way of open force, bat desired* Thanrion^ one of 
his friends and generals, to take him off in a private manner^ 
in his absence. At the same time he recommended poison* 
That officer, accordingly, having formed an acquaintance with 
him, gave him a dose, not of a sharp or violent kind, but such 
a one as causes lingering heats, ana a slight cough, and gra- 
dually brings the body to decay. Aratus was not ignorant of 
the cause of his disordel*, but knowing that it availed nothing 
to discover it to the world, he bore it quietly and in silence, as 
if it had been an ordinary distemper. Indfeed, when one of 
his friends came to visit him in his chamber, and expressed 
his surprise at seeing him spit blood, he said, — " Such, Cepha- 
lon, are the fruits of royal friendship.'^ 

Thus died Aratus at iEgium, after he had been seventeen 
times general of the Achs&ans. That people were desirous of 
having him buried there, and would have thought it an honour 
to give him a magnificent funeral, and a monument worthy of 
his life and character. But the Sicyonians considered it as a 
misfortune to have him interred any where but amongst them, 
and, therefore, pfersuaded the Achs&ans to leave the disposal of 
the body entirely to them. As there was an ancient law that 
had been observed with religious care, against burying any 
person within their walls, ana they were afraid to transgress it 
on this occasion, they sent to inquire of the priestess of Apollo 
at Delphi, and she returned this answer: — - 

Seek yon what funeral honours you shall pay 

To your departed prince, the small reirard 

For liberty restor'a, and g^ory won ? 

Bid Sicyon, fearless, rear the sacred tomb. 

For the vile tongue that dares with impious breath 

Offend Aratus, blasts the face of Nature, 

Pours horror on the earth, and seas, and skies. 

This oracle gave gredt joy to all the Achaeans, particularly the 
people of Sicyon. They changed the day of mourning into a 
festival, and adorning themselves with garlands and white 
robes, brought the corpse with songs and dances from JBgium 
to Sicyon. There they selected the most conspicuous ground, 
and interred him as the founder and deliverer of their city. 
The place is still called ^ratium; and there they oflfer two 
yearly sacrifices; the one on the fifth of the month Daesius, 
fthe Athenians call it Anthesterion,*) which was the day he 
delivered the citv from the yoke of tyrants, and on which ac- 
count they called the festival Soteria; the other on his birth- 
day. The first sacrificer was offered by the priest of Jupiter 
the Preserver^ and the second by the son of Aratus, who, on 

* February. 
Vol. IV. 3 B 32* 
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that occasion, wore a girdle,* not entirely white, but half pur^ 

f^le. The music was sune to the harp by the choir that be- 
onged to the theatre. The procession was led up by the 
master of the Oymnasium^ at the head of the boys and young 
men ; the senate followed, crowned with flowers, and such of 
the other citizens as chose to 'attend. Some small marks of 
the ceremonies observed on those days still remain, but the 
greatest part is worn out by time and other circumstances. 

Such was the life and character that history has given us of 
the elder Aratus. As to the youngjer, Philip, who was natu- 
rally wicked, and delighted to add insolence to cruelty, gave 
him potions, not of the deadly kind, but such as deprived nim 
of his reason ; insomuch that he took up inclinations that were 
shocking and monstrous, and delighted in things that not only 
dishonoured, but destroyed him. Death, therefore, which 
took him in the flower of his age, was considered, not as a 
misfortune, but a deliverance. The vengeance, however, of 
Jupiter, the patron of hospitality and friendship, visited Philip 
for his breach of both, and pursued him through life: for he 
was beaten by the Romans, and forced to yield himself to their 
discretion. In consequence of which he was stripped of all 
the provinces he had conquered, gave up all his ships, except 
five, obliged himself to pay a thousand talents, and aeliver his 
son as a nostage. He even held Macedonia and its depen- 
dencies only at the mercy of the conquerors. Amidst all 
these misfortunes, he was possessed only of one blessing, a 
son of superior virtue, and nim he put to death, in his envy 
and jealousy of the honours the Romans paid him. He left 
his crown to his other son Perseus, who was believed not to 
be his, but a supposititious child, born of a sempstress named 
Gnathaenium. It was over him that Paulus ^milius triumph- 
ed, and in him ended the royal race of Antigonus; whereas 
the posterity of Aratus remained to our days, and still con- 
tinues in Sicyon and Pellene. 

* Zrpofioi sigDifies also a JUleL 
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Ifhicrates the Athenian general, thought that a soldier of 
fortune should have an attachment both to money and plea- 
sure, that his passions might put him upon fighting with more 
boldness for a supply, fiut most others are of opinion, that 
the main body of an army, like the healthy natural body, 
should have no motion of its own, but be entirely guided by 
the head. Hence, Paulus -^milius, when he found his army 
in Macedonia talkative, busy, and ready to direct their gene- 
ral, is said to have given ordjers, — " That each should keep his 
hand fit for action, and his sword sharp, and leave the rest to 
him.'' And Plato perceiving that the nest general cannot un- 
dertake any thing with success, unless his troops are sober, 
and perfectly united to support him, concluded, that to know 
how to obey, required as generous a disposition, and' as ra- 
tional an education, as to know how to command ; for these 
advantages would correct the violence and impetuosity of the 
soldier with the mildness and humanity of the philosopher. 
Amongst other fatal examples, what happened amonest the 
Romans after the death of Kero, is sufficient to show that no- 
thing is more dreadful than an undisciplined armv actuated 
only by the impulse of their own ferocity. Demades, seeing 
the wild and violent motions of the Macedonian army after 
the death of Alexander, compared it to the Cyclops,* after 
his eye was put out. But the Koman empire more resembled 
the extravagant passions and ravings of the Titans,, which the 
poets tell us of, when it was torn in pieces by rebellion, and 
turned its arms against itself; not so much through the ani- 
bition of the emperors, as the avarice and licentiousness of the 
soldiers, who drove out one emperor by another.t 

Dionysius the Sicilian, speaking of Alexander of Pherse, 
who reigned in Thessaly only ten months, and then was slain, 
called him, in derision of the sudden change, a theatrical 
tyrant But the palace of the Csesars received four emjierors 
in a less space of time, one entering, and another makinghis 
exit, as if they had only been acting a part unon a stage. The 
Romans, indeed, had one consolation amidst tneir misfortunes^ 

* Polyphemns. 

t In Uie original it is, a« oft« nail it drken out 6^ aiM<K«r« 
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that they needed no other revenge upon the authors of them 
than to see them destroy each other; and with the greatest 
justice of all, fell the first, who corrupted the army, and tausht 
them to expect so much upon the change of emperor; wus 
dishonouring a glorious action by m^feenliry considerations, 
and turning the revolt from Nero into treason. For Nymphi- 
dius Sabinus, who, as we observed before,* was joined m com- 
mission with Ti^ellinus, as captain of the praetorian cohorts, 
after Nero's affairs were in a aesperate state, and it was plain 
that he intended to retire into Egypt, persuaded the army, as 
if Nero had already abdicated, to declare Galba emperor, pro- 
mising every soldier of the praetorian cohorts seven thousand 
five hundred drachmas^ and the troops that were quartered in 
the provinces twelve hundred and fifty drachmas a man: a 
sum which it was impossible to collect without doing infinitely 
more mischief to the empire than Nero had done in his whote 
reign. 

This proved the immediate ruin of Nero, and soon after 
destroyed Galba himself. They deserted Nero in hopes oi 
receiving the money, and despatched Galba because they did 
not receive it Afterwards they sought for another who might 

f>ay them that sum, but they ruined themselves by their rebel- 
ions and treasons, without gaining what they had been made 
to expect. To eive a complete and exact account of the afiairs 
of those times, oelongs to the professed historian. It is, how- 
ever, in my province to lay before the reader the most remark- 
aWe circumstances in the lives of the Caesars. 

It is an acknowledged truth, that Sulpitius Galba was the 
richest private man that ever rose to tne imperial dignity. 
But though his extraction was of the noblest, from the family 
of the Servii, yet he thoueht it a greater honour to be related 
to Quintus Catulus Capitolinus, who was the first man in his 
time for virtue and reputation, though he voluntarily left to 
others the pre-eminence in power. He was also related to Li- 
via, the wife of Augustus, and it was by her interest that he 
was raised from the office he had in the palace to the dignity 
of consul. It is said that he acauitted him of his commtssion 
in Germany with honour; and that he gained more reputation 
than most commanders during his proconsulate in Africa. 
But his simple parsimonious way of living passed for avarice 
in an emperor; and the pride he took in economy and strict 
temperance was out of character. 

He was sent governor into Spain by Nero, before that em- 
peror had learned to fear such of the citizens as had great au- 
thority in Rome. Besides, the mildness of his temper and 

* In the "Life of "Nero, yi\\\c\\ vaXosX.. 
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his advanced time of life, promised a cautious and prudent 
conduct The emperor's receivers,* a most abandoned set of 
men, harassed the provinces in the most cruel manner. Galba 
could not assist them against their persecutors ; but his con- 
cern for their misfortunes, which appeared not less than if he 
had been a sufferer himself, affordea them some consolation, 
even while they were condemned and sold for slaves. Many 
songs were made upon Nero, and sung every where; and as 
Galba did not endeavour to suppress them, or join the re- 
ceivers of the revenues in their resentment, that was a circum- 
stance which endeared him still more to the natives: for by 
this time he had contracted a friendship with them, having 
Ions been their governor. He had borne that commission 
eight years, when Junius Vindex, who commanded in Gaul, 
revolted a&;ainst Nero. It is said, that before this rebellion 
broke out, tjralba had intimations of it in letters from Vindex ; 
but he neither countenanced nor discovered it, as the gover- 
nors of other provinces did, who sent the letters they had re- 
ceived to Nero, and by that means ruined the project, as far 
as was in their power. Yet those same governors afterwards 
joining in the conspiracy against their prince, showed that 
they could betray not only Vindex, but themselves. 

But after Vindex had openly commenced hostilities, he wrote 
to Galba, desiring him, — "To accept the imperial dignity, and 
give a head to the strong Gallic body, whicn so much wanted 
one; which had no less than a hundred thousand men in arms, 
and was able to raise a much greater number.'' 

Galba then called a council of his friends. Some of them 
advised him to wait and see what motions thefe might be in 
Rome, or inclinations for a change. But Titus Vinius, ca])- 
tain of one of the praetorian cohorts, said, — ^''What room is 
there, Galba, for deliberation? To inquire whether we shall 
continue faithful to Nero, is to have revolted already. There 
is no medium. We must either accept the friendship of Vin- 
dex, as if Nero was our declared enemy, or accuse and fight 
Vindex, because he desires that the Romans should have Galba 
for their emperof, rather than Nero for their tyrant." Upon 
this, Galba, oy a4i edict, fixed a day for enfranchising all who 
should present themselves. The report of this soon drew to- 
gether a multitude of people who were desirous of a ohang^e ; 
and he had no sooner mounted the tribunal, than with one 
voice they declared h«m emperor. He did not immediately 
accept the title, but accused Nero of great crimes, and lament- 
pd the fate of many Romans of great distinction whom he had 

* Emtrootria^ proeuratores ; they had full powers to oolleQl^SEtfb^t«n«KM»^^a^ 
•oniplea no acts of opprenkm in the CQKvrae oK VEiftVr \irac«KdAS)^^ 
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barbarously slain: after which he declared,— ^ That he would 
serve his country wiUi his best abilities, not as Caesar or em- 
peror, but as lieutenant to the senate and people of Rome.''* 

That it was a just and rational schen<e, which Vindex adopt- 
ed in calling Gaiba to the empire, there needs no better proof 
than Nero himself; for though he pretended to look upon the 
commotions in Gaul as nothing, yet when he received the news 
of Galba's revolt, which he happened to do just after he had 
bathed, and wa!s.sat down to supper, in his madness he over- 
turned the table. However, when the senate had declared 
Galba an enemy to his country, he affected to despise the dan- 
ger, and, attempting to be merry upon it, said to his friends,— • 
*^ I have long wanted a pretence to raise monev, and this will 
furnish me with an excellent one. The Gauls, when I have 
conquered them, will be a fine booty, and, in the mean time, 
I will seize the estate of Galba, since he is a declared enemy, 
and dispose of it as I think fit^' Accordingly, he gave direc- 
tions tnat Galba's estate should be sold; which Galba no 
sooner heard, than he exposed to sale all that belonged to 
Nero in Spain, and more readily found purchasers. 

The revolt from Nero soon became general; and the gover- 
nors of provinces declared for Galba: only Clodius Macer in 
Africa, and Virginius Rufus in Germany, stood out, and acted 
for themselves, but upon different motives, Clodius being 
conscious to himself of much rapine, and many murders, to 
which his avarice and cruelty had prompted him, was in a 
fluctuating state, and could not take his resolution either to 
assume or reject the imperial title. And Virginius, who com- 
manded some of the best legions in the empire, and had been 
often pressed by them to take the title of emperor, declared, — 
" That he would neither take it himself, nor suffer it to be 
given to any other but the person whom the senate should 
name.^* 

Galba was not a little alarmed at this at first But after the 
forces of Virginius and Vindex had overpowered them, like 
charioteers no longer able to guide the reins, and forced them 
to fight, Vindex lost twenty thousand Gauls in the battle, and 
then despatched himself. A report was then current, that the 
victorious army, in consequence of so great an advantage, 
would insist that Virginius should accept the imperial dicnity ; 
and that, if he refused it, they would turn again to Nero. 
This put Galba in a great consternation, and he wrote letters to 
Virginius, exhorting him to act in concert with him, for pre- 
serving the empire and liberty of the Romans. After which 

* Dio Cassius informs iis, that this declaration was made nine months and 
thirteen datys before Galba's death, and, consequently, on the third of April ; 
/or be was assassinated on the fifteenth oi 39Xiw^T>]^VciV\i^^QVL<sH<iv[i^year. 
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lie retired with his friends to Colonia, a city in Spain, and 
there spent some time, rather in repenting of what he had 
done, and wishing for the life of ease and leisure, to which he 
had so long heen accustomed, than taking any of the neces- 
sary steps Tor his promotion. 

It was now the oeginning of summer, when one evening, a 
little before night, one of Gklba'^s freed-men, a native of Sieuy, 
arrived in seven days from Rome. Being told that Gralba was 
retired to rest, he ran up to his chamber, and having opened 
it, in spite of tiie resistance of the chamberlains, informed him, 
— ^^ That as Nero did not appear, though he was living at that 
time, the army first, and then the people and senate of Rome, 
had declared Galba emperor; and not long after news was 
brought that Nero was dead/' He added, " That he was not 
satisfied with the report, but went and saw the dead body of 
the tyrant before he would set out'' Galba was greatly ele- 
vated by this intelligence; and he encouraged the multitudes 
that soon attended at the door by communicating it to them, 
though the expedition with which it was brought appeared 
incredible. But two days after, Titus Vinius, witn many 
others, arrived from the camp, and brought an account of all 
the proceedings of the senate. Vinius* was promoted to an 
honourable employment: while the freed-man had his name 
changed from Icelus to Martianus, was honoured with the 

Erivilege of wearing the gold ring, and had more attention paid 
im than any of the other freed-men. 

Meantime, at Rome, Nymphidius Sabinus got the adminis- 
tration into his hands, not by slow and insensible steps, but 
with the greatest celerity. He knew that Galba, on account of 
his great age, being now seventy-three, was scarce able to 
make the journey to Rome, though carried in a litter. Besides, 
the fordes there had long been inclined to serve him, and now 
they depended upon him only, considering him as their bene- 
factor, on account of the large gratuity he had promised, and 
Galba as their debtor. He, tnerefore, immediately command- 
ed his colleague Tiffellinus to sive up his sword. He made 
great enterts^Dmentorat which L recLived pervns of consu- 
lar dignity, and such as had commanded armies and provinces; 
yet he gave the invitation in the name of Galba. He like- 
wise instructed many of the soldiers to suggest it to the prsD- 
torian cohorts, that tney should send a message to Galba, de- 
manding that Nymphidius should be sdways their captain, and 

''' ViniuB was of a prastoriaD family, aod bad behared with bonoar as gover- 
Dor of Gallia Narbonensis; but wbeo be became the faYourite and first iniiu»- 
ter of the emperor of Rome, be soon made bis master obnoxious to the i>eo- 
pie, and mined himself. The truth is, he was naturally c^ ««^V)i^^fii5s«^R»iasK^ 
and a man of tio principles. 



384 GALEA. 

without a colleague. The readiness the senate expressed to 
add to his honour and authority, in calling him their benefac- 
tor, in going daily to pay their respects at his gate, and de- 
siring tnat he would take upon him to propose and confirm 
every decree, brought him to a much higher pitch of insolence^ 
insomuch, that in a little time, he became not only obnoxious, 
but formidable to the very persons that paid their court to him. 
When the consuls had charged the public messengers with the 
decrees to be carried to the emperor, and had s^ed the in- 
struments with their seal, in oraer that the magistrates of the 
towns through which they were to pass, seeing their authority, 
might furnish them with carriages at every different stage for 
the greater expedition, he resented it, that they had not made 
use of his seal, and employed his men to carry the despatches. 
It is said that he even nad it under consideration whether he 
should not punish the consuls: but upon their apologizing, and 
begging pardon for the affront, he was appeased. To ingra- 
tiate himself with the people, he did not hinder them from 
despatching, by torture, such of Nero's creatures as fell into 
their hands. A gladiator, named Spicellus, was put under the 
statues of Nero, and dragged about with them in the forum 
till he died: Aponius, one of the informers, was extended on 
the ground, ana waggons loaded with stones driven over him: 
they tore many others in pieces, and some who were entirely 
innocent: so tnat Mauriscus, who had not only the character 
of one of the best men in Rome, but really deserved it, said 
one day to the senate, — " He was afraid they should soon re- 
gret the loss of Nero." 

Nymphidius, thus advancing in his hopes, was not at all 
displeased at being called the son of Caius Csesar, who reigned 
after Tiberius. It seems that prince, in his youth, had some 
commerce with his mother, who was daughter of Calistus^ one 
of Caesar's freed-men, by a sempstress, and who was not want- 
ing in personal charms. But it is evident that the connection 
Caius had with her was after the birth of Nymphidius; and it 
is believed that he was the son of Martianus the gladiator, 
whom Nymjihidia fell in love with on account of his reputa- 
tion in his way ; besides, his resemblance to the gladiator gave a 
sanction to that opinion. Be that as it may, he acknowledged 
himself the son ot Nymphidia, and yet insisted that he was the 
only person who deposed Nero. Not content with the honours 
and emoluments he enjoyed on that account, * * 

he aspired to the imperial seat, and had his engines privately 
at work in Rome, in which he employed his friends, with 
some intriguing women, and some men of consular rank. He 
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lent also Grellianus, one of his friends, into Spain, to act as a 
spy upon Galba. 

After the death of Nero, all things went for Oalba accord- 
ing to his wish; only the uncertainty what part Virginius Ru- 
fus would act, gave him some uneasiness. Virginius command- 
ed a powerful army, which had already conquered Vindex; 
and he held in subjection a very consideriaible part of the Ro 
man empire; for he was master not only ot Germany, but 
Gaul, which was in great agitation, and ripe for a revolt 
Galba, therefore, was apprehensive that he would listen to 
those who offered him the imperial purple. Indeed, there was 
not an officer of greater name or reputation than Virginius, 
nor one who had more weight in the affairs of those times; 
for he had delivered the empire both from tyranny and from 
a Gallic war. He abode, however, by his first resolution, and 
reserved the appointment of emperor for the senate. After 
Nero's death was certainly known, the troops again pressed 
hard upon Virginius, and one of the tribunes drew his sword 
in the pavilion, and bade him receive either sovereign power 
or the steel ; but the menace had no effect. At last, after Fa- 
bius Valehs, who commanded one leeion, had taken the oath 
of fidelity to Galba, and letters arrived from Rome with an ac- 
count of the senate's decree, he persuaded his army, though 
^with great difficulty, to acknowledge Galba. The new em- 
peror naving sent Flaccus Hordeonius as his successor, he re- 
•ceived him m that qualitv, and delivered up his forces to him. 
He then went to meet Galba, who was on his journey to Rome, 
and attended him thither, without finding any marks either of 
his favour or resentment The reason of this was, that Galba, 
on the one hand, considered him in too respectable a light to 
offer him any injury; and, on the other hand, the emperor's 
friends, particularly Titus Vinius, were jealous of the progress 
he might make in his favour. But that officer was not aware, 
that v^ile he was preventing his promotion, he was co-opera- 
ting with his good genius in withdrawing him from the wars 
and calamities in which other generals were engaged, and 
bringing him to a life of tranquillity full of days and peace. 

The ambassadors which the senate sent to Galba met him 
at Narbon, a city of Gaul. There thev made their compli- 
ments, and advised him to show himself as soon as possiiile 
to the people of Rome, who were very desirous to see him. 
He gave them a kind reception, and entertained them in an 
agreeable manner. But though Nymphidius had sent him 
nch vessels, and other furniture suitable to a great prince, 
which he had taken out of Nero's palace, he made use of none 
of it; every thing was served up in dishes of hla o^jtcl. '^^ws. 
was a circumstance that did him VioiiOUT^ic^T \\.^Qr«^^\s\sft. ^^ 

Vol. IV. 3 C 33 
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man of solperior teoliiMatiy Mid Mtii^7 ftbote 1^ Titii9 
Viniusy however, soon endeavoured to conrince him. tbftt these 
raperior senthnents, this modesty and simplieity of mannersy 
betrayed an ftmbitioa for popular applause, which real creat^ 
ness of mind disdains:* by which argument he prerailedwilh 
him to use Nero's ricnes, and !^ow all the imperial ma^ift*- 
cence jsit his entertainments. Thus, tiie old man made it ap* 
pear that, in time, he would be entirely governed by Vinius. 

No man had a greater passion for money than Vinius; nor 
was any man more addicted to women. While he was yet 
very young, and making his first campaign under Calvisins 
Sabinus, he brought the wife of his ^neral, (an abandoned 
prostitute,) one night into the camp, m a soldier's habit, and 
lay with her in that part of it which the Romans cM the Prinr- 
cipia. For this Caius CsBsar put him in prison; but he was 
released upon the death of that prince. Afterwards, happening 
to sup witn Claudius Ca&sar, he stole a silver cup. The em- 
peror being informed of it, invited him the following evening, 
but ordered the attendants to serve him with nothing but 
earthen vessels. This moderation of the emperor seemed to 
show that the theft was deserving only of ridicule, and not 
serious resentment; but what he did afterwards, when he had 
Galba and his revenues at command, served partly as the 
cause, and partly as the pretence, for many events of the most 
tragical kind. 

Nymphidius, upon the return of Gellianus, whom he had 
sent as a spy upon Galba, was informed that Cornelius Laco 
was appointed to the command of the guards and of the palace, 
and that all the power would be in the hands of Vinius. This 
distressed him exceedingly, as he had no opportunity to attend 
the emperor, or speak to him in private; for his intentions 
were suspected, and all were on their guard. In this per- 
plexity, he assembled the officers of the praetorian cohorts, and 
told them, that ^^ Galba was, indeed, an old man of mild and 
moderate sentiments; but that, instead of using his own judg- 
ment, he was entirely directed by Vinius and Laco, who made 
a bad use of their power. It is our business, therefore," con- 
tinued he, ^^ before they insensibly establish themselves, and 
become sole masters, as Tigellinus was, to send ambassadors 
to the emperor in the name of all the troops, and represent to 
him, that if he removes those two counsellors from his person, 

''' In the text it is, xai mvL-ifomya iir^akn* avo^israv, aomy.— As it is difficult 
to make sense of this, Du Soul ingeniously proposes to read, mi AK(^tpOTH- 
TA MEFAAQN ara^iM-av aurriv, which would oe in English, €md a rugUdfy 
which tkinkt itself unworthy of any thing great. We mav be willing to 

msike sereral conjectures of this kiud^ fos the text in this Life is eztremety 

Gampt 



be will find m vmoh nortt i^recAblQ reeeption amowst tbe Ko* 
mansk'^ Nymphidius pereoiyiQ^ that his offieeni old not ^x- 
prove the proposal, but thought it absurd and preposterous to 
dictate the ehoiee of fiienda to an emperor of nis age, as they 
might have done to a boj who now first tasted power, Iv^ 
adopted another scheme. In hopes of intimidating Galba, he 
pretended sometimes in his letters, that there were discontents, 
and dangers of an insurrection in Rome; sometimes, that Clo- 
dius Macer had laid an embargo in Africa on the corn-ships. 
One while he said the German legions were in motion, and 
another while, that there was the same rebellious disposition 
amongst those in Syria and Judea. But as Galba did not give 
much attention or credit to his advices, he resolved to usuip 
the imperial title himself before he arrived ; though Clodius 
Celsus the Antiochian, a sensible man, and one of his best 
friends, did all in his power to dissuade him, and told him 
plainly, he did not believe there was one family in Rome that 
would give him the title of Csesar. Many others, however, 
made a jest of Galba; and Mithridates of Fontus, in par- 
ticular, making merry with his bald head and wrinkled face, 
said, — ^'^The Romans think him something extraordinary 
while he is at a distance, but as soon as he arrives they will 
consider it a disgrace to the times to have ever called him 
Caesar." 

It was resolved, therefore, that Nymphidius should be con- 
ducted to the camp at midnight, and proclaimed emperor. But 
Antonius Honoratus, the first tribune, assembled in the even- 
ing the troops under his command, and blamed both himself 
and them for changing so often in so short a time, not in pur- 
suance of the dictates of reason, or for making a better choice, 
but because some demon pushed them on from one treason to 
another:— ^* The crimes of Nero, indeed," said he, " may jus- 
tify our first measures. But has Gralba murdered his own mo- 
ther, or his wife? Or has he made you ashamed of your em- 
peror by appearing as a fiddler or an actor on a stage? Yet 
not even these things brought us to abandon Nero ; but Nym- 

Shidius first persuaaed us mat he had abandoned us, and was 
ed into Egypt Shall we then sacrifice Cvalba after Nero ; 
and when we have destroyed the relaj;ion of Livia, as well as 
the son of Agrippina, set the son of Nymphidia on tiie imperial 
throne? Or rattier, after having taken vengeance on a detesta- 
ble tyrant in Nero, shall we not show ourselves good and 
faithful guards to Galba ?" 

Upon this speech of the tribune, all his men acceded to the 
proposaL They applied also to their fellow soldiers, and pve- 
railed upon most of them to return to thelt «\\»^«!c^^^- ^k^. 
6m same time a loud shout was \ieatd Vci ^^ wsfiz^\ w^^T^ 
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phidius either believing (which is the account that some eiyd 
us) that the troops were calling him in order to proclaim him 
emperor^ or else hastening to appease the insurrection^ and fix 
sucn as he found wavering, went with lights to the camp; 
bavins in his hand a speech composed for nim by Cinsonius 
VarroT which he had committe/to memory in oVder to pro- 
nounce it to the army. But seeing the ^tes shut, and a num- 
ber of men in arms upon the wall, his confidence abated. 
However, advancing nearer, he asked them, — ^"What thfey 
intended to do, and by whose command they were under 
arms?'' They answered, one and all, — ^'^That they acknow- 
ledged no other emperor but Galba.'' Then pretending to 
enter into their opinion, he applauded their fidelity, and order- 
ed those that accompanied him to follow his example. The 
guard opening the gate, and suffering him to enter with a few 
of his people, a javelin was thrown at him, which Septimius, 
who went before, received upon his shield. But others draw- 
ing their swords, he fled, ana was pursued into a soldier's hut, 
;' where they despatched him. His body was dragged to the 
middle of the camp, where they enclosed it with pales, and 
exposed it to public view the next day. 

Nymphidius being thus taken off, Galba was no sooner in- 
formed of it, than he ordered such of his accomplices as had not 
already despatched themselves, to be put to death. Amongst 
these was Cingonius who composed tne oration, and Mitfiri- 
dates of Pontus. In this the emperor did not proceed accord- 
ing to the laws and customs of the Romans ; nor was it, indeed, 
a popular measure to inflict capital punishment upon persons 
of eminence, without any form of trial, though they might de- 
serve death : for the Romans, deceived, as it usually happens 
by the fjrst reports, now expected another kind of government 
But what afflicted them most was, the order he sent . for the 
execution of Petronius Turpilianiis, a man of consular dignity, 
merely because he had been faithful to Nero. There was 
some pretence for taking off Macer in Africa, by means of 
Trebonianus, and Fonteius in Germany by Valens, because 
they were in arms, and had forces that he might be afraid of. 
But there was no reason why Turpilianus, a defenceless old 
man, should not have a hearing, at least under a prince who 
should have preserved in his actions the moderation he so 
much affected Such complaints there were against Galba on 
this subject. 

When he was about five-and-twenty furlongs from the city, 
he found the way stopped by a disorderly crew of seamen, 
who gathered about him on all sides.* Tliese were persons 

. J>io Cassias telJi QS, (lib. bdv.) \yAli«v«a^o^VDii\^l^4>isttin^ 
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^hom Nero had {braied into a legion, that they mieht act as 
soldiers. They liow met him on the road to have their esta- 
blishment connrmed, and crowded the emperor so much, that 
be could neither be seen nor heard by those who came to wait 
on him; for they insisted in a clamorous manner, on having 
legionary colours and quarters assigned them. . Galba put 
them off to another time; but they considered that as a de- 
nial: and some of them even drew their swords: upon which 
he ordered the cavalry to fall upon them. They made no re- 
sistance, but fled with the utmost precipitation, and many c^ 
them were killed in their flight It was considered as an in- 
auspicious circumstance for Galba to enter the city amidst so 
much blood and slaughter. And those who despised him be- 
fore as weak and inactive through age, now looked upon him 
as an object of fear and horror. 

Besides, while he endeavoured to reform the extravagance 
and profusion with which money used to be given away by 
Nero, he missed the mark of propriety. When Canus, a ce- 
lebrated performer on the flute, playea to him one evening at 
court, after expressing the highest satisfaction at the excel- 
lence of his music, he ordered his purse to be brought, and 
taking out a few pieces of gold,* gave them to Canus, telling 
him at the same time, that this was a gratuity out of his own. 
not the public money. As for the money which Nero had 
eiven to persons that pleased him on the stage, or in the jpa- 
Isestray he insisted with great risour that it should all be re- 
turned, except a tenth part. And as j>ersons of such dissolute 
lives, who mind nothing but a provision for the day, could 
produce very little, he caused inquiry to be made for all who 
had bought any thing of them, or received presents, and obliged 
them to refund. This affair extending to great numbers of 
people, and seeming to have no end, it reflected disgrace upon 
the emperor, and brought the public envy and hatred on Vini- 
us, because he made the emperor sordid and mean to othen, 
while he pillaged the treasury himself in the most insatiable 
manner, and took and sold whatever he thought proper. 

In short, as Hesiod says, — 

Spare not I3ie AiU cask, nor, when thalloir itreams 
I>eclare .tbe bottom near, witfadxaw your hand. 

So Vinius, se^g Galba old and infirm, drank freely of tiie 

titvde were oat to pieces on the spot; and others were cooinitled to piison, 
where they lay till the death of Galba. 

* Suetonius mvs, Galba gave five denariL But at fliat time there weve de- 
narii of gold. That writer adds, that when his table, upon aiqr extraordinaiy 
ocoasion, was more splendidly served than usual, he could net forbear sigh- 
ing, and exprening hu diwatiafacdon m a manner inoQiiiittliaiQl^fo^^»Bss»». 
dmncy. 

33* 



390 GALEA. 

favours of fortune, as only beginning, and yet, at the same 
time, drawing to an end,* 

But the aged emperor was greatly injured by Vinius, not 
only througn his neglect or misapplication of thmgs commit- 
ted to his trusty but by his condemning or defeating the most 
salutary intentions of his master, l^is was the case with 
respect to punishing Nero's ministers. Some bad ones, it is 
true, were put to death, amongst whom were Elius, Polycle- 
tus, Petinus, and Patrobius. The people expressed their joy 
by loud plaudits when these were led through the forum to 
the place of execution, and called it a glorious and holy pro- 
cession. But both gods and men, they said, demanded the 
punishment of TigelTinus, who suggested the very worst mea- 
sures, and taught Nero all his tyranny. That worthy minister, 
however,' had secured himself by great presents to Vinius, 
which were only earnests of stul greater. Turpilianus, 
though obnoxious only because he had not betrayed or hated 
his master on account of his bad qualities, and tnough guilty 
of no remarkable crime, was, notwithstanding, put to death; 
while the man who had made Nero unfit to live, and^ after he 
had made him such, deserted and betrayed him, lived and 
flourished: a proof that there was nothing which Vinius 
would not sell, and that no man had reason to despair who 
had money: for there was no sight which the people of Rome 
so passionately longed for, as that of Tigellinus carried to ex- 
ecution; and in the theatre and the circus they continually de- 
manded it, till at last the emperor checked them by an edict, 
importing that Tigellinus was in a deep consumption, which 
would destroy him ere long; and that their sovereign entreat- 
ed them not to turn his government into a tyranny by needless 
acts of severity. 

The people were highly displeased; but the miscreants only 
laughea at them. Tigelhnus offered sacrifice in acknowledg- 
ment to the gods for his recovery, and provided a great enter- 
tainment; and Vinius rose from the emperor's table, to go 
and carouse with Tigellinus, accompanied by his daughter, 
who was a widow. Tigellinus dranK to her, and said, — ^^\ 
will make this cup worth two hundred and fifty thousand 
drachmas to you." At the same time, he ordered his chief 
mistress to take off her own necklace, and gave it her. This 
was said to be worth a hundred and fifty thousand more. 

From this time the most moderate of Galba's proceedings 

* Thus, in the court of Galba, appeared all the extortions of Nero's reign. 

They were equally grieTous, (says TacitusJ but not equally excused, in a 

prince of Galba's years and experience. He bad himself the ^[reatest inte- 

0rity of heart; but as the rapacity and olViet excesses of his ministers were 

uaputed to bim, be was no leas bated than \1 Vie \aii caiDSSKL\XcdL^^eickV>asQa^ 
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were misrepresented,* For instance,, his lenity to the Gauls, 
who had conspired with Vindex, did not escape censure: for 
it was believed that they had not gained a remission of tribute 
and the freedom of Rome from the emperor's indulgence, but 
that tiiey purchased them of Vinius. Hence the people had 
a general aversion to Galba's administration. As for the sol- 
diers, though they did not receive what had been promised 
them, they let it pass, hoping that, if they had not that gratuity^ 
they should certainly have as much as Nero had given them. 
But when they began to murmur, and their complaints were 
brought to Galba, ne said, what well became a great prince, — 
" That it was his custom to choose, not to buy his soldiers.''* 
This saying, however, being reported to the troops, filled them 
with the most deadly and irreconcileabl^ hatred to Galba: for 
it seemed to them that he not only wanted to deprive them of 
the gratuity himself, but to set a precedent for future emperors. 
The disaffection to the government that prevailed in Rome 
was, as yet, kept secret in some measure, partly because some 
remaining reverence for the presence of tne emperor prevent- 
ed the flame of sedition from breaking out, and partly for want 
of an open occasion to attempt a change. But the troops 
which had served under Virginius, and were now commanded 
by Flaccus in Germany, thinking they deserved great things 
for the battle which they fought with Vindex, and finding that 
they obtained nothing, began to behave in a very refractory 
manner, and could not be appeased by their officers. Their 

feneral himself they utterly despised, as well on account of 
is inactivity (for he had the gout in a violent manner,) as his 
want of experience in military affairs. One day, at some pub- 
lic games, when the tribunes and centurions, according to cus- 
tom, made vows for the happiness of the emperor, the com- 
mon soldiers murmured; and when the officers repeated their 
good wishes, they answered, — ^^ If he is worthy.'* 

The legions that were under the command of Tigellinus 
behaved with equal insolence ; of which Galba's agents wrote 
him an account. He was now apprehensive that it was not 
only his age, but his want of children, that brought him into 
contempt; and, therefore, he formed a design to adopt so]i>e 
young man of noble birth, and declare him his successor 
Marcus Otho was of a family by no means obscure; but, at 
the same time, he was more remarkable from* his infancy for 



* Though the rest of Galba's conduct was not blameless, yet (according to 
Suetonius and Zonaras) he kept the soldiers to their duty ; he punished with 
the utmost severity those who, by their false accusations, bad occasioned the 
death of innocent persons; he delivered up to punishment such slaves as had 
borne witness against their masters; and he recalled liSoss^ VcA\sa&^>aRK^ 
bu^bbed by Nero under pretence of treaaoiu 
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luxury and love of pleasure than most of the Roman youtb 
And as Homer often calls Paris the husband qf the beauteovs 
HeleUf because he had nothing else to distinguish him, so Otho 
was noted in Rome as the husband of Poppaea. This was the 
lady whom Nero fell in love with while she was wife to Cris- 
pinus; but retaining as yet some resp>ect for his own wife, and 
some reverence for his mother, he privately employed Otho to 
solicit her: for Otho's debauchery had recommended him to 
Nero as a iriend and companion, and he had nh agreeable way 
of rallying him upon what he called his avarice and sordid 
manner of living. 

We are told, tnat one day when Nero was perfuming him- 
self with a very rich essence, he sprinkled a little of it upon 
Otho. Otho invited the emperor the day following, wnen 
suddenly gold and silver pipes opened on all sides of the 
apartment, and poured out essences for them in as much plen- 
ty as if it had been water. He applied to Foppssa, according to 
Nero's desire, and first seduced her for him, with the flatter- 
ing idea of having an emperor for her lover: after which he 
gersuaded her to leave her husband. But when he took her 
ome as his own wife, he was not so happ}r in having her, as 
miserable in the thought of sharing her with another. And 
Poppaea is said not to nave been displeased with this jealousy : 
for, it seems, she refused to admit JNero when Otho was ab- 
sent; whether it was that she studied to keep Nero's appetite 
from cloying, or whether (as some sa^) she did not choose to 
receive tne emperor as a husband, but, in her wanton way, took 
more pleasure m having him approach her as a gallant Otlio's 
life, therefore, was in great aanger on account of that mar- 
riage; and it is astonishmg, that the man who could sacrifice 
his wife and sister for the sake of Poppaea, should afterwards 
spare Otho. 

But Otho had a friend in Seneca; and it was he who per- 
suaded Nero to send him out governor of Lusitania, upon 
the borders of the ocean. Otho made himself agreeable to 
the inhabitants by his lenity; for he knew that this command 
was given him only as a more honourable exile.* Upon 
Galba's revolt he was the first governor of a province that 
came over to him, and he carried with him all the gold and 
silver vessels he had, to be melted down and coined for his 
use. He likewise presented him with such of his servants as 
knew best how to wait upon an emperor. He behaved to him, 
indeed, in all respects, with great fidelity; and it appeared 

* On this occasion the followiDg distich was made:-«- 

Ciir Otho mentito sit, quaeritis, exul honore; 
Uxoris mcBchua cc&peni eaae «v»k^. 
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from the specimen he ^ve, that there was no department in 
the ffovemment for which he had not talents. He accompa- 
nied^ him in his whole journey, and was many days in die 
same carriage with him; during all which time ne lost no op- 
portunity to pay his court to Vinius, either by assiduities or 
presents: and as he always took care to leave him the first 
place, he was secure by this means of having the second. Be- 
sides that there was nothing invidious in this station, he recom- 
mended )\imself by granting his favours and services without 
reward, and by his general afiability and politeness. He took 
most pleasure in serving the officers of the army, and obtained 
governments for many of them, partly by applications to the 
emperor, and partly to Vinius and his freed-men Icelus and 
Asiaticus ; for these had the chief influence at court. 

Whenever Galba visited him, he complimented the com- 
pany of guards that was upon dutv with a piece of gold for 
each man; thus practising upon and gaining tne soldiers, while 
he seemed only to be domg honour to their master. When 
Galba was deliberating on the choice of a successor, Viniua 

Sroposed Otho. Nor was this a disinterested overture; for 
>tho had promised to marry Vinius' daughter, after Galba had 
adopted him, and appointea hjm his successor. But Galba al- 
ways showed that he preferred the good of the public to any 
private considerations; and in this case he sought not for the 
man who might be most agreeable to himself, but one who 
promised to be the greatest blessing to the Romans. Indeed, 
it can hardly be supposed that he would have appointed Otho 
heir even to his private patrimony, when he knew how ex- 
pensive and profuse he was, and that he was loaded with a 
debt of five millions of drachmas. He, therefore, gave Vinius 
a patient hearing, without returning him any answer, and put 
off the affair to another time. However, as he declared him 
self consul, and chose Vinius for his colleague, it was supposed 
that he would appoint a successor at the beginning of the next 
year, and the soldiers wished that Otho might be the man. 

But while Galba delayed the appointment, and continued 
deliberating, the army mutinied in Germany. All the troops 
throughout the empire hated Galba, because they had ndt re- 
ceived the promised donations; but those in Germany had a 
particular apology for their aversion. They alleged, — ^^ That 
Virginius Rufus, their general, had been removed with igno- 
miny; and that the Gauls, who had fought against them, were 
Uie only people that were rewarded ; whilst all who had not 
joined Vindex were punished, and Galba, as if he had obliga- 
tions to none but him for the imperial diadem, honoured nis 
memory with sacrifices and public libations.*' 
Such speeches as these were commoti\ti^^^wK^'>''^^^2ci.'^R»Rk 
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calends of January were at hand, and Flaeeus asaembkd the 
soldiers, that they might take the cnstonary oalh of fealty to 
the emperor. But, instead of that they orertorned and broke 
to pieces the statues of Galba; and having taken an oath of 
allegiance to the senate and people of Rome, they retired to 
their tents. Their officers were now as apprehensive of anar- 
chy as rebellion, and the following speech is said to have been 
made on the occasion : — " What are we doing, my fellow-fol- 
diers? We neither appoint another emperor, nor keep our 
idleeiance to the present, as if we had renounced not only 
Galba, but every other sovereign, and all manner of obedience. 
It is true, Hordfeonius Flaccus is no more than the shadow of 
Galba. Let us quit him. But at the distance of one day's 
march" only, there is Vitellius, who commands in the lower 
Germany, whose father was censor, and thrice consul, and, in 
a manner, colleague to the emperor Claudius. And though 
his poverty be a circumstance for which some people may de- 
spise him, it is a strong proof of his probity and greatness of 
mind. iJet us go and declare him emperor, and show the 
world that we know how to choose a person for that high dig- 
nity better than the Spaniards and Lusitanians.'' ^ 

Some approved, and others rejected this motion. One of 
the standard-bearers, however, marched off privately, and car- 
ried the news to Vitellius that ni^ht. He found him at table, 
for he was giving a great entertamment to his officers. The 
news soon spread through the army, and Fabius Valens^ who 
commanded one of the legions, went next day at the head of a 
considerable party of horse, and saluted Vitellius emperor. 
For some days before, he seemed to dread the weisht ofsove- 
reign power, and totally to decline it; but now, beinff forti- 
fied with the indulgences of the table, to which he had sat 
down at mid-day, he went out and accepted the title of Ger- 
manicus, which the army conferred upon him, though he re- 
fused that of Cassar. Soon after, Flaccus' troops forgot the 
republican oaths they had taken to the senate and peoj^e, and 
swore allegiance to Vitellius. Thus Vitellius was proclaimed 
emperor in Germany. 

As soon as Galba was informed of the insurrection there, he 
resolved, without farther delay, to proceed to the adoption. 
He knew some of his friends were for Dolabella, and a still 
greater number for Otho; but without being guided by the 
judgment of either party, or making the least mention of his 
desijgn, he sent suddenly for Piso, the son of Crassus and Scri-> 
bonia, who were put to death by Nero; a young man formed 
by nature for every virtue, and distinguished for his modesty 
and sobriety of manners. In pursuance of his intentions, he 
Hr0Dt dowa with bim to tV\e eaxcv^ \^ ^\n^ Vvxxa the title of 
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GflBsar. and deckrei Inn his siacceMor. But 1m was no sooner 
out of Us palace than very inauspicious presages appeared: 
and in the camp, when he dditered a speech to sthe army, 
reading some parts and pmnouncing others from menMMTy the 
many claps ot thvnder and flashes of lightning, Ae violent 
rain that tell^ and the darkness Uiat coTered hoth the camp 
and the city, plainly announced tibat the eods did not admit of 
the adoption, and tnat the issue would he unfortunate. The 
countenances of the soldiers, too, were black and lowering, 
because there was no donation even on that occasion.* 

As to Piso,all that were present could not but wonder, that, 
so far as they could conjecture from his voice and look, he 
was not disconcerted with so great an honour, thou^ he did 
not receive it without sensibility .t On the contrary, in Otho's 
countenance there a{)peared strong; marks of resentment, and 
of the impatience with which he oore the disappointment of 
his hopes : for his failing of that honour, whicti he had been 
thought worthy to aspire to, and which he lately believed him- 
self very near attaining, seemed a proof of Galba's hatred and 
ill intentions to him. rle was not, therefore, without appre- 
hensions of what might befall him afterwards; and dreaaing 
Galba, execrating Piso, and full of indignation against Vinius, 
he retired with this confusion of passion in his heart But 
the Chaldaeans and other diviners, whom he had always about 
him, would not sufier him entirely to give up his hopes or 
abandon his design. In particular, ne rened on Ptolemy, be- 
cause he had formerly predicted, that he should not fall by the 
hand of Nero, but survive him, and live to ascend the imperial 
throne for as the former part of the prophecy provedf true, 
he thought he had no reason to despair of the latter. None, 
however, exasperated him more against Galba than those who 
condoled with him in private, and pretended that he had been 
treated with great ingratitude. Besides, there was a number 
of people that nad flourished under Tigellinus and Nymphidius. 
and now lived in poverty and disgrace, who, to recommend 
themselves to Otho, expressed great indignation at the sli^t 
he had sufiered, and urged him to revenue it Amongst these 
were Veturius, who was opttOf or centunon^s deputy, and Bar- 
bius, who was tesseranus, or one of those that carry the 
word from the tribunes to tiie centurions.:]: Onomastus, one of 

* Tadtm itS^ us, that a little exertion of liberality would have gained tiie 
amy ; and that Gaiba suffered by an unseasonable attentioQ to the purity of 
ancient times. 

t See an cxoeUent wpb&ch wtitAx Tacitus ascribes to Galba on this oocar 
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Otho's freed-men^ j[oined them, and went from troop to troops 
corrupting some with money, and others with promises. In- 
deed, Uiey were corrupt enough ahready^^and wanted only an 
opportunity to put their designs in execution. If they had not 
been extremely disaffiscted, mey could not have been prepared 
for a vevolt in so short a space of time as that of four days, 
which was all tiiat passed between the adoption and the aasas- 
aination ; for Piso and Galba were both slain the sixth day afiter, 
whi(^ was the fifteenth of January. Early in the morning 
Galba sacrificed in the palace in presence of his friends. Um- 
bricius the diviner no sooner took the entrails in his hands, 
than he declared, not in enigmatical expressions, buU plainly, 
that there were signs of great troubles and of treason that 
threatened immediate danger to the emperor. Thus Otho 
was almost delivered up to (jalba by the hand of the gods; for 
he stood behind the emperor, listening with great attention to 
the observations made by Umbricius. These put him iii great 
confusion, and his fears were discovered by his change of co- 
lour, when his freed-man Onomastus came and told him that 
the architects were come, and waited for him at his house. 
This was the signal for Otho's meeting the soldiers. He pre- 
tended, therefore, that he had bought an old house which 
these architects were to examine, and going down by what is 
called Tiberius' palace, went to that part of the forum where 
stands the gilded pillar which terminates all the great roads in 
Italv.* 

The soldiers who received him and saluted him emperor, 
are said not to have been more than twenty-three: so that, 
though he had nothing of that dastardly spirit which the deli- 
cacv of his constitution, and the efieminacy of his life seemed 
to declare, but, on the contrary, was firm and resolute in time 
of danger; yet, on this occasion, he was intimidated, and 
wantea to retire. But the soldiers would not sufier it They 
surrounded the chairt with drawn swords, and insisted on its 

particular inscription, given from one centurion to another quite through the 
army, till it came again to the tribune who first delivered it. 

The text in this place is corrupt. Lipsius rightly observes, that, instead 
of 3i a77£XMv and l\ orrTtipcov, we should read 5ja77£Xwv and ^loirTTjpuv, Then it 
wiU read thus: — Outm 7ap xaXavrai oi ^la'/ycXw* irat JioirTnpuy Wtipco-ios TcAavrff. 
But even then Plutarch will not have given a description of the principal of- 
fices of the Qfptio and the tesserarius. Messengers, it is true, they were ; but 
spies onlv occasionally. It is necessary, however, to translate the text thus 
amended, at least in a note: — So they are called who perform the office of 
metsengers and spies, 

* This pillar was set up by Augustus when he took the highways under his 
inspection, and had the distances of places from Rome marked upon it. 

t Suetonius says, he got into a woman's sedan, in order to be the better 
coDcesJed. 
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proceeding to the eamp. Mein time Otho desired the bearers 
to make baste, often dedaiing that he was a lost man. There 
were some who overheard bim,^ and they rather wondered at 
the hardiness of the attempt widi so small a party, than dis- 
turbed themselves about tne consequences. As ne was car- 
ried through the forum^ about the same number as the first 
joined him, and others afterwards, by three or four at a time. 
The whole party then saluted him Caesar, and conducted him 
to the camp, flourishing their swords before him. Martialis, 
the tribune who kept guard that day, knowing nothing (as they 
tell us) of the conspiracy, was surprised and terrifiea at so un- 
expected a sight, and sufiered them to enter. When Otho was 
within the camp, he met with no resistance, for the conspira- 
tors gathered aoout such as were straneers to the design, and 
made it their business to explain it to them ; upon which they 
joined them by one or two at a time, at first out of fear, and 
afterwards out of choice. 

The news was immediately carried to Galba, while the di- 
viners yet attended, and had the entrails in his hands; so that 
they who had been most incredulous in matters of divination, 
ana even held it in contempt before, were astonished at the 
divine interposition in the accomplishment of this presage. 
People of all sorts now crowding from the forum to the pa? 
lace, Vinius and Laco, with some of the emperor's freed-men, 
stood before him with drawn swords to aefend him. Piso 
went out to Speak to the life-guards, and Marius Celsus, a man 
of ^at courage and honour, was. sent to secure the Illyrian 
legion, which Yay in Vipsanius' portico. 

Galba was inclined to go out to the people. Vinius endea- 
voured to dissuade him u*om it ; but (Jelsus and Laco encou- 
raged him to go, and expressed themselves with some sharp- 
ness against Vinius. Mean time a strong report prevailed 
that Otho was slain in the camp; soon after which, Julius 
Atticus, a soldier of some note amongst the guards, came up, 
and crying he was the man tiiat had killed Caesar's enemy, 
made his way through the crowd, and showed his bloodfy 
sword to Galba. The emperor fixing his eye upon him, said, 
— ^^ Who gave you orders?" He answered, — ^ My allowance, 
and the oath I had taken ;" and the people expressed tHeir ap- 
probation in loud plaudits. Gralba then went out in a sedan 
chair, with a design to sacrifice to Jupiter, and show himself 
to the people. But he had no sooner entered the forum than 
the rumour changed like the wind, and news met him that 
Otho was master of the camp. On this occasion, as it was 
natural amongst a multitude of people, some called out to him 
to advance, and some to retire; some to take couragie^ aud«n.\sv^ 
to be cautious. His chair was tosaed \ml^^«x^ wA ^w^^^^- 
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as in a tempest, and ready to be overseti when there appeared 
first a party of horse, and then another of foot, issuing irom 
the Basilica of Paulus, and crying out^--^ Away with this 
private man !" Numbers were then runninr about, not to se- 
parate by flight, but to possess themselves otthe porticoes and 
eminences about the /brum, as it were to enjoy some public 
spectacle. Atilius Vireilio oeat down one of Gralba's statues, 
which served as a si^nSi for hostilities, and they attacked the 
chair on all sides with javelins. As those did not despatch 
him, they advanced sword in hand. In this time of trial none 
stood up in his defence but one man, who, indeed, amongst so 
many millions, was the only one that did honour to the Ro- 
man empire. This was ^mpronius Densus,* a centurion, 
who, without any particular obligations to Galba, and only 
from a regard to honour and the law, stood forth to defend 
the chair. First of all he lifted up the vine-branch with which 
the centurions chastise such as deserve stripes, and then called 
out to the soldiers who were pressing on, and commanded 
them to spare the emperor. They fell upon him notwidi- 
standin^, and he drew nis sword and fougnt a long time, till 
he received a stroke in the ham, which brought him to the 
ground. 

The chair was overturned at what is called the Curtian 
Lake, and Galba tumbling out of it, they ran to despatch him. 
At the same time he presented his throat, and said, — ^'^ Strike, 
if it be for the good of Rome." He received many strokes 
upon his arms and legs, for he had a coat of mail upon his 
body. According to most accounts, it was Camurius, a sol- 
dier of the fifteenth legion, that despatched him; though some 
say it was Terentius, some Arcadius,t and others Fabius Fa- 
bulus. They add, that when Fabius had cut off his head, he 
wrapt it up in the skirt of his garment, because it was so bald 
that he could take no hold of it His associates, however, 
would not suffer him to conceal it, but insisted that he should 
let the world see what an exploit he had performed : he, there- 
fore, fixed it upon the point of his spear, and swinging about 
the head of a venerable old man, ana a mild prince, wno was 
both Pontifex Maanmus and consul, he ran on (like the Bac- 
chanals with the head of Pentheus,^ brandishing his spear that 
was dyed with the blood that trickled from it 

When the head was presented to Otho, he cried out, — ^^ This 
is nothing, my fellow-soldiers; show me the head of Piso." 
It was brought not long after; for that young prince being 

* In the Greek text it is Indistrtu; but that text (as we obseired before) m 
the Life of Galba, is extremely corrupt. We have, therefore, gnren DeiUM 
from Tacitiis ; as Vir^io instead of Sercello^ above. 

'^ Id Tacitus, Lecamu*. TYial ViV&lorvaxi m<dk«& Tiki^ TMi{i>S!cs& ^ Fohiiig, 
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wounded, and pursued by one Marcus, was killed by him at 
the gates of the temple of Vesta. Vinius also was put to the 
sword, though he declared himself an accomplice in the con- 
spiracy, and protested that it wiis against Others orders that he 
suffered. However, they cut off nis head, and that of Laco, 
and carrying them to OUio, demanded their reward : for, as 
Archilochus says, — 

We bring seven warriors only to your tent, 
Yet thousands of ns killed thein. 

So, in this case many, who had no share in the action, bathed 
their hands and swords in the blood, and showine them to 
Otho, petitioned for their reward. It appeared afterwards, 
from the petitions given in, that the numoer of them was a 
hundred and twenty; and Yitellius, having searched them out, 
put them all to death. Marius Celsus also coming to the 
camp, many accused him of having exhorted the soldiers to 
stand by Galba, and the bulk of me army insisted that he 
should suffer. But Otho being desirous to save him, and yet 
afraid of contradicting them, told them, — ^'^He did not choose 
to have him executed so soon, because he had several impor- 
tant questions to put to him.'' He ordered him, therefore, to 
be kept in chains, and delivered him to persons in whom he 
could best confide. 

The senate was immediately assembled; and, as if they were 
become different men, or had other gods to swear by, they took 
the oath to Otho, which he had before taken to Galba, but had 
not kept; and they eave him the titles of Caesar and Augustus, 
while the bodies or those that had been beheaded lay in their 
consular robes in the forum. As for the heads, the soldiers, 
after they had no farther use for them, sold that of Vinius to 
his daughter for two thousand five hundred drachmae. Piso's 
was given to his wife Verania, at her request ;* and Galba's to 
the servants of Patrobius and Yitellius,! who, after they had 
treated it with the utmost insolence and outrage, threw it into 
a place called Sestertiufn,X where the bodies of those are cast 
that are put to death by Uie emperors. Galba's corpse was 
carried away by Helvidius Priscus, with Otho's permission, 
and buried in the night by his freed-man Argius. 

Such is the history of Galba; a man who, in the points of 
fajmily and fortune, distinctly considered, was exceeded by few 
of the Romans, and who, in the union of both, was superior 

* Tacitus (lib. i.) says she purchased it 

t Galba had pot Patrobius to death; but we knoir not wh^tfae senrantiof 
Vitallius should desire to treat Galba's remains with any indignity. 

t lADsius saySf it was so called, qwui temiterlium) v^Xm^s^L^^^'^'^^^*^'^^^ 
a half nom the tnty. 



^Q GALBA. 

to all. He bad livedy too, in great honoar, and with the best 
reputation, under five emperors; and it was rather by his cha- 
racter, than by force of arms, that he deposed Nero. As to 
the rest who conspired against the tyrant, some of them were 
thought unworthy of the imperial aiadem by the people, and 
others thought themselves unworthy. But Gralba was invited 
to accept it, and only followed the sense of those who called 
him to that high dignity. Nay, when he gave the sanction of 
his name to vindex, that which before was called rebellion, 
was considered only as a civil war, because a man of princely 
talents was then at the head of it So that he did not so much 
want the empire, as the empire wanted him: and with these 
principles he attempted to govern a people corrupted by Ti- 
gellinus and Nymphidius, as Scipio, Fabricius, and Camillus 
governed the Romans of their times. Notwithstanding his 
^reat age, he showed himself a chief worthy of ancient Rome 
Sirough all the military department But m the civil admi- 
nistration, he delivered himself up to Vinius, to Laco, and to 
his enfranchised slaves, who sold every thing, in the same 
manner as Nero had left all to his insatiable vermin. The 
consequence of this was, that no man rej^etted him as an em- 
peror, though almost all were moved with pity at his misera- 
Ue fate. 
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The new emperor went early in the morning to the Capitol, 
and sacrificed; after which he ordered Marius Celsus to he 
brought before him. He received that officer with great marks 
of his regard, and desired him rather to forget the cause of 
his confinement, than to remember his release. Celsus neither 
showed any meanness in his acknowledgments, nor any want 
of gratitude. He said, — ^^ The very charge brought against 
him bore witness to hh character; since he was accused only 
of having been faithful to Galba, from whom he had never re- 
ceived any personal obligations.'' All who were present at 
the audience, admired both the emperor and Celsus, and the 
soldiers in particular testified their approbation.* Otho made 
a mild and gracious speech to the senate. The remaining time 
of his consulship he divided with Yirginius Rufus, and he 
left those who nad been appointed to that dignity by Nero 
and Galba to enjoy it in their course. Such as were respecta- 
ble for their age and character he promoted to the priestnood ; 
and to those senators who had been banished by Nero, and 
recalled by Galba, he restored all their goods and estates that 
he found unsold. So that the first and best of the citizens, 
who had before not considered him as a man, but dreaded him 
as a fury, or destroying demon, that had suddenly seized the 
seat of government, now entertained more pleasing hopes from 
so promising a beginning. 

But nothing gave the people in general so high a pleasure,! 
or contributed so much to gain him their affections, as his pun- 
ishing Tigellinus. It is true, he had long suffered under the 
fear of punishment, which the Romans demanded as a public 
debt, and under a complication of incurable distempers. These, 
together with his infamous connections with the worst of pros- 
titutes, into which his passions drew him, though almost in 
the arms of death, were considered by the thinking part of 

* Otlio exempted the soldiers from the fees which they had paid the cen- 
tnrions fi>r farloa^ and other immunities ; but at the same time promised to 
satisfy die centurions, on all reasonable occasions, out of his own roTenue. 
In oonseqoenee of these fiirlouehs, the fourth part of a legioD was often ab* 
sent, and the troopst>ecame daily more and more corrupted. 

t In the close cm the day on which he was inaugurated, he pat Laco and 
Icelui to death. 
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mankind as the greatest of punishmentSi and worse than many 
deaths. Yet it was a pain to the common people that he should 
see the light of the sun, after so many excellent men had been 
deprived of it through his means. He was then at his coun- 
try-house near Sinuessa, and had vessels A anchor ready to 
carry him on occasion to some distant country. Otho sent to 
him there; and he first attempted to bribe the messenger witii 
large sums to sufier him to escape. When he found that did 
not take effect, he gave him the money notwithstandine; and 
desiring only to be indulged a few moments till he had shaved 
himself, he took the razor, and cut his own throat 

Besides this just satisfaction that Otho gave the people, it 
was a most agreeable circumstance that he remembered none 
of his private quarrels. To ^tify the populace, he sufiered 
them also at first to give him in the theatres the name of Nero^ 
and he made no opposition to those who erected publicly the 
statues of that emperor. Nay, Claudius* Rufus tells us, that 
in the letters with which the couriers were sent to Spain, he 
joined the name of Nero to that of Otho. But, perceiving 
that the nobility were offended, he made use of it no more. 

After his government was thus established, the praetorian 
cohorts gave nim no small trouble by exhortinshim to beware 
of many persons of rank, and to forbid them tne court; whe- 
ther it was that their affection made them really apprehensive 
for him, or whether it was only a colour for raising commo- 
tions and wars. One day the emperor himself had sent Cris- 
pinus orders to bring the seventeenth cohort from Ostia ; and, 
in order to do it without interruption, that officer began to pre- 
pare for it as soon as it grew dark, and to pack up the arms in 
waggons; upon which, some of the most turbulent cried out, 
that Crispinus was come with no good intention ; that the se- 
nate had some design against the government; and that the 
arms he was going to carry were to be made use of against 
Csesar, not for him. This notion soon spread, and exasperat- 
ed numbers; some laid hold on the waggons, while others 
killed two centurions who endeavoured to quell the mutiny, 
and Crispinus himself. Then the whole party armed, and ex- 
horting each other to go to the emperor's assistance, they 
marched straight to Rome. Being intormed there that eighty 
senators supped with him that evening, thev hastened to the 
palace, saying, then was the time to crush all Caesar's enemies 
at once. The city was greatly alarmed, expecting to be plun- 
dered immediately. The palace, too, was m the utmost con- 
fusion, and Otho himself in unspeakable distress : for he was 

* Tbu ffriter, who was a man of coDsular digiiity, and succeeded Galba io 
die gorenuaeat of Spain, was wA caWoi CUMMiiu^ VaV Ciwnwu Eufoa. 



OTHO. 403 

under fear and concern for the senators, while they were afraid 
of him; and he saw they kept their eyes fixed xvoon him in 
silence and extreme consternation; some having even brought 
their wives with them to supper. He, therefore, ordered uie 
principal officers of the guards to go and speak to the soldiers, 
and endeavour to appease them, and at the same time sent out 
his guests at another door. They had scarce made their es- 
cape when the soldiers rushed into the room, and asked what 
was become of the enemies of Caesar. The emperor then 
risine from his couch, used many arguments to satisfy them, 
and, hy entreaties and tears, at last prevailed upon them, with 
much difficulty, to desist ^ 

Next dajr, having presented the soldiers with twelve hun- 
dred and nfty drachmas a man, he entered the camp. On this 
occasion |ie commended the troops as in general well affected 
to his government, but at the same time he told them there 
were some desisnin^ men amongst them, who, hy their cabals, 
brought his moderation and their fidelity both into question : 
these, he said, deserved their resentment, and he hoped they 
would assist him in punishing them. They applauded his 
speech, and desired nim to chastise whatever persons he 
tnought proper; but he pitched upon two only for capital pun- 
ishment, whom no man could possibly regret, and then return- 
ed to his palace. 

Those who had conceived an affection for Otho, and placed 
a confidence in him, admired this change in his conduct; but 
others thought it was no more than a piece of policy which 
the times necessarily required, and that he assumed a popular 
behaviour on account of the impending war: for now he had 
undoubted intelligence that Yitellius had taken the title of em- 
peror and all the ensigns of supreme power, and couriers daily 
arrived with news of continuad additions to his party. Other 
messengers also arrived with accounts that the torces in Pan- 
nonia, fialmatia, and Mysia, with their generals, had declared 
for Otho. And a few days after he received obliging letters 
from Mucianus and Vespasian^ who both commanded nume- 
rous armies^ the one in Syria, and the other in Judea. 

Elated with this intelligence^ he wrote to Yitellius, advising 
him not to aspire to things above his rank, and promised, in 
case he desisted, to supp^ him liberally witfi money, and give 
him a city in which he might spend his days in pleasure and 
repose. V itellius at first ^ve him an answer, in which ridi- 
cule was tempered with civility. But afterwards, being boU\ 
thoroughly exasperated, they wrote to each other in a style of 
the bitterest invective: not that their mutual reproaches were 
groundless, but it was absurd for the one to insult the Qt\!Ax 
with what might with equal justice \» c!^\^\j»^ Vft \«8^^ ^w^ 
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their charges consisted of prodigality, effeminacy, incapacity 
for war, their former poverty, and immense debts: sucn arti- 
cles that it is hard to say which of them had the aavanta^ 

As to the stories of prodigies and apparitions at that time, 
many of them were founded upon vague reports that could 
not be traced to their author. Dut in the Capitol there was a 
victory mounted upon a chariot, and numbers of people saw 
her let the reins fall out of her hands, as if she had lost the 
power to hold them. And in the island of the Tiber the statue 
of Julius Caesar turned from west to east, without either earth- 
c[uake or whirlwind to move it; a circumstance which is said 
likewise to have happened when Vespasian openly took upon 
him the direction of affairs. The inundation of the Tioer, 
too, was considered by the populace as a bad omen. It was at 
a time, indeed, when rivers usually overflow their banks; but 
the flood never rose so high before, nor was so ruinous in its 
effects; for now it laid great part of the city under water, par- 
ticularly the corn-market, and caused a famine which conti- 
nued for some days. 

About this time news was brought that Cecina and Valens, 
who acted for Yitellius, had seized the passes of the Alps. 
And in Rome Dolabella, who was of an illustrious family, 
was suspected by the guards of some disloyal design. Otho 
either fearing him, or some other whom he could influence, 
sent him to Aquinum, with assurances of friendly treatment 
When the emperor came to select the officers that were to at- 
tend him on his march, he appointed Lucius, the brother of 
Vitellius, to be of the number, without either promoting or 
lowering him in point of rank. He took also particular care 
of the mother and wife of Vitellius, and endeavoured to put 
them in a situation where they had nothing to fear. The go- 
vernment of Rome he gave to Flavius Sabmus, the brother of 
Vespasian; either with an intention to do honour to Nero, 
(for he had formerly given him that appointment, and Galba 
had deprived him of it,) or else to show his affection to Ves- 
pasian by promoting his brother. 

Otho himself stopped at Brixellum, a town in Italy near the 
Po, and ordered the army to march on, under the conduct of 
his lieutenants, Marius Celsus, Seutonius Paulinus, Gallus, 
and Spurina, officers of great reputation. But they could not 
pursue the plan of operations they had form*«5d, by reason of 
the obstinacy and disorderly behaviour of the soldiers, who 
declared that thejf had made the emperor, and they would be 
commanded by him only. The enemy's troops were not un- 
der much better discipline: they, too, were refractory and diso- 
bedient to their officers, and on the same account Yet they 
had seen service, and were a.(ie\3L^\.om^^ \ft ^^XA^'CiV vrhereas 
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Otho's men had been used to idleness, and their manner of 
living was quite di&rent from that in the field. Indeed lliey 
had spent most of their time in public spectacles and the en- 
tertainments of the theatre, ana were come to that degree of 
insolence, that they did not pretend to be unable to perform 
the services they were ordered upon, but affected to be above 
them. Spurina, who attempted to use compulsion, was in 
danger oi bein^ killed by them. They spared no manner of 
abuse, calling him traitor, and telling him that it was he who 
ruined the alairs of Caesar, and purposely missed the fairest 
opportunities. Some of them came in the night intoxicated 
with liquor to his tent, and demanded their discnarge ; — ^'^For 
they had to go," tiiey said, "to Caesar to accuse him." 

The cause, however, and Spurina with it, received some 
benefit from the insult which these troops met with at Placen- 
tia. Those of Vitellius came up to the walls, and ridiculed 
Otho's men who were appointed to defend them ; calling them 
players and dancers, fit only to attend the Pythian and Dlym- 
pic games ; fellows who knew nothing of war, who had not 
even made one campaign, who were swoln up with pride, 
merely because they nad cut ofi* the head of a poor unarmed 
old man (meaning Galba;) wretches that durst not look men 
in the face, or stand any thing like a fair and open battle. 
They were so cut with these reproaches, and so desirous of 
revenge, that they threw themselves at Spurina's feet, and 
begged of him to command and employ tnem on whatever 
service he thought proper, assuring him that there was neither 
danger nor labour which thev would decline. After this the 
enemy made a vigorous attack upon the town, and plied their 
batterine engines 'with all their force; but Spurina^s men re- 
pulsed them with great slaughter, and by that means kept pos- 
session of one of uie most respectable and most flounshing 
towns in Italy. 

It must be observed of Otho's officers in general, that they 
were more obliging in their behaviour, both to cities and pn- 
vate persons, than uiose of Vitellius. Cecina, one of the lat- 
ter, tud nothing popular either in his address or his figure. 
He was of a gigantic size, and most uncouth appearance; for 
he wore breeches and long sleeves in the manner of the Gbuls, 
even while his standard was Roman, and whilst he gave his 
instructions to Roman officers. His wife followed mm on 
horseback, in a rich dress, and was attended by a select party 
of cavalry. Fabius Valens, the other general, had a passion 
for money, whieh was not to be satisfied by any plunder from 
the enemy, or exactions and contributions from uie allies: in- 
aomuch that he was believed to proceed more sIowIy i^^ ^Sesiav 
sake of eollecting gold aa he wquX^ %ivi^,iiun«£nt^^vB^^^K^'^ 
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at the first action. Some, indeed, accuse Cecina of hftstening 
to give battle before the arrival of Valens, in order that die 
victory might be all his own; and, beside other less faults, 
they charged him not only with attacking at an unseasonable 
time, but with not maintaining the combat so ^lantly as he 
ought to have done; all which errors nearly rumed the afiairs 
of liis party. 

Cecina, after his repulse at Placentia, marched against Cre- 
mona, another rich and great city. In the mean time, Annius 
Gallus, who was going to join Spurina at Placentia, had intel- 
ligence by the way that he was victorious, and that the siege 
was raised. But being informed, at the same time, that Cre- 
mona was in danger, he led his forces thither, and encamped 
very near the enemy. Afterwards other officers brought in 
reinforcements.* Cecina posted a strong bod^ of infontry 
under cover of some trees and thickets; after which he order- 
ed his cavalry to advance, and if the enemy attacked them, to 
eive way by degrees, and retire, till they had drawn them into 
the ambuscade. But Celsus, being informed of his intention 
by some deserters, advanced with his best cavalry against Ce- 
eina's troops; and, upon their retreating, he pursued wiUi so 
much caution, that he surrounded the corps that lay in am- 
bush. Having thus put them in confusion, he callea the le- 
gions from the camp; and it appears, that if they had come 
up in time to supf)ort the horse, Cecina's whole army would 
have been cut in pioces. But as Paulinus advanced very slow- 
ly ,t he was censured for having used more precaution than 
became a general of his character. Nay, the soldiers accused 
him of treachery, and endeavoured to incense Otho against 
him, insisting that the victory was in their hands; and £at if 
it was not complete, it was owing entirely to the mismani^ 
ment of their generals. Otho did not so much believe these 
representations, as he was willing to appear not to misbelieve 
them. He, therefore, sent his brother Titianus to the army, 
with Proculus the captain of his guard: Titianus had me 
command in appearance, and Proculus in reality. Celsus and 
Paulinus had the title of friends and counsellors, but not the 
least authority in the direction of affairs. 

The enemy, too, were not without their dissatisfactions and 

*EireiTa vai tuv oUcdv ivafof e^o-nUi tw rfarnXv. Dacier takes DO notice of thil 
passage, though a material one, both in the place where it stands, and with 
regaitl to the connection too. 

t Tacitus tells us, that Paulinus was naturally sbw and irresolute. On this 

occasion he charges him with two errors, "nie first was, that, instead of 

adrancing immediately to the charge, and supporting his cavalr^, be trifled 

away the time in filling up the trenches; the second, that he did not avail 

biiaiolfof the disorder of Vat «iiein^ ^\s\iX. wsvm^cA icso^^V^ «uV) a. retreat 
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disorder^ particularly among the forces of Yalens: for when 
they were informed of what happened at the ambuscade^ they 
expressed tiieir indignation tliat their eeneral did not put it in 
their power to be there, that they might have used tneir en- 
deavours to save so many brave men who perished in that ac- 
tion. They were even mclined to despatch him ; but having 
pacified them with much difficulty, he decamped and joined 
Cecina. 

In the mean time, Otho came to the camp at Bedriacum, a 
small town near Cremona, and there held a council of war. 
Proculus and Titianus were of opinion, — ^^ That he ought to 
give battle, while the army retamed those high spirits with 
which the late victory had mspired them, and not to suffer that 
ardour to cool, nor wait till Vitellius came in person from 
Gaul." But Paulinus was against it " The enemy," said he, 
** have received all their troops, and have no farther prepara- 
tions to make for the combat; whereas Otho will have from 
Mysia and Pannonia forces as numerous as those he has al- 
ready, if he will wait his own opportunity, instead of siving 
one to the enemy. And certainly the army he now has, if 
with their small numbers they have so much ardour, will not 
fight with less but greater spirit when they see their numbers 
so much increased. Besides, the gaining of time makes for 
us, because we have everything m abundance; but delays 
must greatly distress Cecina and his colleague for necessaries, 
because they lie in an enemy's country." 

Marius Gelsus supported the opinion of Paulinus: Annius 
Callus could not attend, because he had received spme hurt by 
a fall from his horse, and was under cure. Otho, therefore, 
wrote to him, and Oallus advised him not to precipitate mat- 
ters, but to wait for the army from Mysia, which was already 
on the way. Otho, however, would not be guided, by these 
counsels, and the opinion of those prevailed who were for 
hazarding a battle immediately. Difierent reasons are, indeed, 
alleged for this resolution. The most probable is, that the 
praetorian cohorts, which composed the emperor's guards, now 
coming to taste what real war was, longed to be once mor^ at 
a distance from it, to return to the ease, the company, and 
public diversions of Rome; and, therefore, they could not be 
restrained in their eagerness for a battle, for they imagined that 
they could overpower the enemy at the first charge. Besides, 
Otho seems to have been no longer able to support himself in 
a state of suspense; such an aversion to the thoughts of dan- 

fer had his dissipation and effeminacy given him ! Overbur- 
ened, then, by nis cares, he hastened to free himself from 
their weight; he covered his eyes, and leaped doww l^^'^ve^^v- 
pice; he committed all at ouce tjo iotVxxik^ ^xm^v^'C^a "^r*- 
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count given of the matter by the ontor Seeandas, who wis 
Otho's secretary. 

Others say, that the two parties were much inclined to lay 
down their arms, and unite in choosing an emperor out of the 
best generals they had; or, if they coiud not agree upon it, to 
leave the election to the senate. Nor is it improbable, as the 
two whawere called emperors were neither of them men of 
reputation, that the experienced and prudent part of the sol- 
diers should form sucn a desisn : for they could not but re- 
flect how unhappy and dreadful a thinff it would be to plunee 
themselves into the same calamities which the Romans could 
not bnng upon each other without aching hearts in the quar- 
rels of Sylla and Marius, of Caesar and Pompe]^ : and for wnat ? 
— but to provide an empire to minister to tne insatiable appe- 
tite and tne drunkenness of Yitellius, or to the luxury ana de- 
baucheries of Otho. These considerations are supposed to 
have induced Celsus to endeavour to gain time, in hopes that 
matters might be compromised without the sword ; while Otho, 
out of fear of such an agreement, hastened the battle. 

In the mean time, he returned to Brixellum,* which certainly 
was an additional error: for by that step he deprived the com- 
batants of the reverence and emulation which his presence 
miffht have inspired, and took a considerable limb trom the 
body of the army, I mean some of the best and most active 
men, both horse and foot, for his body-guard. There happened 
about that time a rencoptre upon the Po, while Cecina's troops 
endeavoured to lay a bridge over that river, and Otho's to 
prevent it The latter, finding their other efforts ineffectual, 
put a quantity of torches well covered with brimstone and 
pitch into some boats, which were carried by the wind and cur- 
rent upon the enemy's work. First smoke, and afterwards a 
bright flame arose; upon which Cecina's men were so terrified, 
that they leaped into the river, overset their boats, and were 
entirely exposed to their enemies, who laughed at their awk- 
ward distress. 

The German troops, however, beat Otho's gladiators in a 
litl^e island of the ro, and killed a considerable number of 
them. Otho's army that was in Bedriacum, resenting this af- 
front, insisted on being led out to battle. Accordingly, Pro- 
culus marched, and pitched his camp at the distance of fifty 
furlongs from Bedriacum : but he chose his ground in a very 
unskilful manner: for, though it was in the spring season, and 
the country afforded many springs and rivulets, his army was 

* It was debated in council, whether the emperor should be present in (he 
action or not. Marius Celsus and Paulinus durst not vote for it, lest thev 
should seem incliaed to expose bis person. He, therefore, retired to Biixel* 
^un, which was a circunistancethalcoTilT^buXfi^iiKA.^'^X.^ 
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distressed for water. Next day, Froeolus was for inarching 

r'nst the enemy, who lay not less than a hundred furlonss 
But Paulinus would not agree to it He said, they ought 
to keep the post they had taken, rather than fatigue themselves 
first, and then immediately engage an enemy, who could arm 
and put themselves in order of l)attle at their leisure, while 
they were making such a march with all the incumbrance of 
baggage and servants. The generals disputed the point, till a 
Numidian horseman came with letters from Otho, ordering 
them to make no longer delay, but to proceed to the attack 
without losing a moment's time. They then decamped of 
course, and went to seek the enemy. The news of their ap- 
proach threw Cecina into great confusion; and immediately 
quitting his works and post upon the river, he repaired to the 
camp, where he found most of the soldiers armed, and the word 
already given by Valens. 

During the time that the infantry were forming, the best of 
the cavalry were directed to skirmish. At that moment a report 
was spread, from what cause we cannot tell, amongst Otho's 
van, that Vitellius' officers were coming over to their party. 
As soon, therefore, as they ap[)roached, they saluted them m 
a friendly manner, calling themYellow-soldiers; but, instead of 
receiving the appellation, they answered with a furious and 
hostile shout The consequence was, that the persons who 
made the compliment were dispirited, and the rest suspected 
them of treason. This was the first thing that disconcerted 
Otho's troops; for, by this time, the enemy had charged. Be- 
sides, they could preserve no order; the intermixture of the 
baggage, and the nature of the ground, preventing any regur 
lar movement For the ground was so full of ditches and 
other ineaualities, that they were forced to break their ranks, 
and wheel about to avoid them, and could onlv fight in small 
parties. There were but two legions, one of Vitellius' called 
the devourer^ and one of Otho's called the succourer, which 
could disentangle themselves from the defiles and gain the Of)en 
plain. These engaged in a regular battle, and fought a long 
time. Otho's men were vigorous and brave, but they had not 
seen so much as one action before this; on the other hand, 
those of Vitellius had much experience in the field, but they 
were old, and their strength decaying. 

Otho's legion coming on with great fury, mowed down the 
first ranks and took the eagle. The enemy, filled with shame 
and resentment, advanced to chastise them, slew Orphidius, ' 
who commanded the legibn, and took several standards. 
Against the gladiators, who had the reputation of being brave 
feuows, ana excellent at close fighting, AI^Vi^\^»a» N^£sn». 
brought up theBataviana, who caioftiifOTi wi wsmcA^^'^:'^^^^^ 
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the Rhine, ana are the beat cayalry in Germany. A few of 
the gladiators made head against tnem. but the greatest part 
fled to the river, and falling in with some of the enemy^s in* 
fantry that was posted there, were all cut in pieces. But none 
behaved so ill tnat day as the praetorian bands. They did not 
even wait to receive the enemy's charge, and in their flight 
they broke through the troops that as yet stood their ground, 
and put them in oisorder. I9evertheless, many of Otho's men 
were irresistible in the (^wrter where they fougnt, and opened a 
way through the victorious enemy to their camp. But Procu- 
lus and Paulinus took another way ; for they dreaded the sol- 
diers, who already blamed their generals for the loss of the day. 

Annius Gallus received into the city all the scattered par- 
ties, and endeavoured to encourage them by assurances that the 
advantage upon the whole was equal, and that their troops had 
the superiority in many parts of the field. But Marius Celsus 
assembled the principal officers, and desired them to consider 
of measures that might save their country: — ^" After such an 
expense of Roman blood," said he, ^' Otho himself, if he has a 
patriotic principle, would not tempt Fortune any more; since 
Uato and Scipio, in refusing to submit to Csesar after the bat- 
tle of Pharsalia, are accused of having unnecessarily sacrificed 
the lives of so many brave men in" Africa, notwithstanding 
that they fought for the liberties of their country. Fortune, 
indeed, is capricious, and all men are liable to sufifer by her 
inconstancy: yet good men have one advantage which she 
cannot deprive them of, and that is, to avail themselves of 
their reason in whatever may befall them." These arguments 
prevailed with the officers, and, on sounding the private men, 
they found them desirous of peace. Titianus himself was of 
opinion that they ought to send ambassadors to treat for a coali- 
tion ; — in pursuance of which, Celsus and Gallus were charged 
with a commission to Cecina and Valens. As they were upon 
the road, they met some centurions, who informed them that 
Vitellius' army was advancing to Bedriacum, and that they 
were sent before by their generals with proposals for an ac- 
commodation. Celsus and Gallus commended their design, 
and desired them to go back with them to meet Cecina. 

When they approached that general's army, Celsus was in 
great danger: for the cavalry that were beaten in the affair of 
uie ambuscade, happened to be in the van ; and they no sooner 
saw Celsus, than tney advanced with loud shouts against him. 
The centurions, however, put themselves before him, and the 
other officers called out to them to do him no violence. Ce- 
cina himself, when he was informed of the tumult, rode up and 
quelled it, and after he had made his compliments to Celsus in 
ii very obliging manner, aecom^tv\^^\w\Tci\ft'!^'^\YiRA^^ 
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In the mean time, Titianus repenting that he had sent the am- 
bassadorsy placed the most resolute of the soldiers a^in upon 
the walls, and exhorted the rest to be assisting, out wnen 
Cecina rode up and ofifered his hand, not a man of them could 
resist him. Some saluted his men from the walls, and others 
opened the eates; after which they went out and mixed with 
the troops that were coming up. Instead of acts of hostility, 
there was nothin|2; but mutual caresses and other demonstra- 
tions of friendship; in consequence of which they all took the 
oath to Vitellius, and ranged themselves under his banner. 

This is the account which most of those that were in the bat- 
tle give of it; but, at the same time, they confess that they did 
not Know all the particulars, because of the confused manner in 
which they fought, and the inequality of the ground. Long af- 
ter, when I was passing over the field of battle, Mestrius Flo- 
rus, a person of consular dignity, showed me an old man, who, 
in his youth, had served under Otho with others of the same 
age with himself, not from inclination, but by constraint.* He 
told me also, that, on visiting the field after the battle, he saw a 
large pile of dead bodies, as high as the head of a man; and 
upon inquiring into the reason, he could neither discover it him- 
self, nor get any information about it. It was no wonder that 
there was a great carnage in case of a general rout, because, in 
a civil war, they make no prisoners ; for such captives would be ' 
of no advants^ge to the conquerors; but it is difficult to assign a 
reason why the carcases should be piled up in that manner. 

An uncertain rumour (as it commonly happens) was first 

* From this passage Dacier would infer, that the life of Otho was not 
written by Plutarch. He says, a person who served a young man under 
Otho, could not be old at the time when Plutarch can be supposed to have 
visit^ that field of battle. His argument is this : — That battle was fought in 
the year of Christ sixty-nine: Plutarch returned from Italy to Chaeronea 
about the end of Domitian's rei^n, in the year of Christ ninety-three or 
ninety- four, and never left his native city any more. As this retreat of Plu- 
tarch's was only twenty-four or twenty-nve years after the battle of Bedria- 
cum, he concludes that a person who fought m that battle a youn? man, could 
not possibly be old when Plutarch made the tour of Italy ; and, therefore, 
conjectures that this, as well as the Life of Galba, must have b^n written 
by a son of Plutarch. 

But we think no argument, in a matter of such importance, ought to be 
adduced from a passage manifestly corrupt : for, instc^Eui of ovra iraXaiov, we 
must either read iva ovra troXaiov, or vuv dt raXaiay ^va, to make either Greek 
or sense of it. 

Lamprias, in the Catalo^e, ascribes these two Lives to his father. Nor 
do we see such a dissimilarity to Plutarch's other writings, either in the style 
or manner, as warrants us to conclude that they are not of his hand. 

Henry Stevens did not, indeed, take them into his edition, because he 
found tiiem amongst the opiucula; and as some of the op%ucula were sup- 
posed to be spurious, he believed too hastily that tliese were of the number. 

We think the loss of Plutarch's other Lives of the Emperors ql ve«lkM^^s^ 
the world, »nd should have been glad if Ihe^ Vk^ coccv<& Qioj«\i \» '^V^J^'^^ 
the 8une imperfBot condition, as to the text, w lJtw«fe ^ ^'^Jio^ v^^^'cw^ 
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brought to OthOy and afterwards some of the wounded came 
and assured him that the battle was lost On this occasion, 
it was nothins extraordinary that his friends strove to encou- 
rajge him, ana kept him from despondine; but the attachment 
ofthe soldiers to him exceeds all belicL None of them left 
him, or went over to the enemy, or consulted his own safety, 
even when their chief despaired of his. On the contrary, they 
crowded his gates ; they called him emperor; they left no form 
of application untried;* they kissed his hands, they fell at 
his teet, and, with groans and tears, entreated him not to for- 
sake them, nor give them up to their enemies, but to eniploy 
their hearts and nands to the last moment of their lives. They 
all joined in this request; and one ofthe private men drawing 
his sword, thus addressed himself to Otho, — ^^^Enow, Caesar, 
what your soldiers are ready to do for you ;'' and immediately 
plunged the steel into his heart 

Otho was not moved at this affecting scene, but, with a 
cheerful and steady countenance, looking round upon the com- 
pan}^, he spoke as follows : — " This day, my fellow-soldiers, I 
consider as a more happy one than that on which you made 
me emperor, when I see you thus disposed, and am so great 
in your opinion. But deprive me not of a still greater happi- 
ness, that of laying down my life with honour for so many 
generous Romans. If I am worthy of the Roman empire, 1 
ought to shed my blood for my country. I know the victory 
my adversaries have gained is by no means decisive. I have 
intelligence that my army from Mysia is at the distance of but 
a few days' march ; Asia, Syria, and Egypt, are pouring their 
legions upon the Adriatic; the forces in Judea declare lor us; 
the senate is with us ; and the very wives and children of our 
enemies are so many pledges in our hands. But we are not 
fighting for Italy with Hannibal, or Pyrrhus, or theCimbrians; 
our dispute is with the Romans; and whatever party prevails, 
whether we conquer or are conquered, our country must bleed: 
under the victor's joy she bleeds. Believe me, then, my 
friends, that I can die with greater glory than reign: for I 
know no benefit that Rome can reap from my victory, equal to 
what I shall confer upon her by sacrificing myself for peace 
and unanimity, and to prevent Italy from beholding such an 
other day as this!" 

After he had made this speech, and showed himself immove 
able to those who attempted to alter his resolution, he desired 
his friends, and such senators as were present, to leave him, 
and provide for their own safety. To tnose who were absent, 

* Instead of e^ivovto rpoiraia, which has nothing to do here, one of the com- 
mentators proposes to read (^yivovio Ka>no\o^^\v\Ock S& ^^oicoxsiaa yhrase with 
Piutarch. 



OTHa 413 

he sent the same commands, and signified his pleasure to the 
cities by letters, that they should, receive them honourably, and 
supply them with good convoys. 

He then called his nephew Cocceius,* who was yet very 
young, and bade him compose himself, and not fear Vitellius: 
— ^** I have taken thfe same care,'' said he, " of his mother, his 
wife, and children, as if they had been my own: and, for the 
<iame reason, I mean for your sake, I deferred the adoption 
which I intended you : for I thought proper to wait the issue of 
this war, that vou might reign with me if I conquered, and not 
fall with me ii I was overcome. The last thing, my son, I have 
to recommend to vou, is, neither entirely to forget, nor yet to 
remember too well, that you had an emperor for your uncle." 

A moment after, he heard a great noise and tumult at his gate. 
The soldiers seeing the senators retiring, threatened to kill 
them if they moved a step farther, or abandoned the emperor. 
Otho, in great concern for them, showed himself again at the 
door, but no longer with a mild and supplicating air; on the con- 
trary, he cast such a stern and angry look upon the most turbu- 
lent part of them, that they withdrew in great fear and confusion. 

In the evening he was thirsty, and drank a little water. 
Then he had two swords brought him, and having examined 
the points of both a long time, he sent away the one, and put 
the other under his arm. After this, he called his servants, 
and, with many expressions of kindness, gave them monev : 
not that he chose to be lavish of what would soon be another's ; 
for he gave to some more, and to some less, proportioning his 
bounty to their merit, and paying a strict regard to propriety. 

When he had dismissed them, he dedicated the remainder 
of the night to repose, and slept so sound, that his chamber- 
lains heard him at the door. Early in the morning he called 
his freed-man, who assisted him in the care of the senators, 
and ordered him to make the proper inquiries about them. 
The answer he brought was, that they were gone, and had 
been provided with every thing they desired. Upon which he 
said, — '^ Go you, then, and show yourself to the soldiers, that 
they may not imagine you have assisted me in despatching 
myself, and put you to some cruel death for it" 

As soon as the freed-man was gone out, he fixed the hilt of 
his sword upon the ground, and holding it with both hands, 
fell upon it with so much force, that he expired with one groan. 
The servants, who waited without, heardTthe groan, and burst 
into a loud langientation, which was echoed through the camp 
and the citv. The soldiers ran to the gates wiUi the most 
pitiable waitings and most unfeigned griei, reproaching them 

* Tacitus and Seutoow^ caiSWnm Cnc^Ya!ii>a&> 
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selves for not guarding their emperor, and preventing his 
dyin^ for them. Not one of them would leave him to provide 
for himself, though the enemy was approaching. They attired 
the body in a magnificent manner, and prepared a funeral pile; 
after which, they attended the procession m their armour, and 
happy was the man that could come to support his bier. Some 
kneeled and kissed his wound, some grasped his hand, and 
others prostrated themselves on the ground, and adored him 
at a distance. Nav, there were some who threw their torches 
upon the pile, ana then slew themselves* Not that they had 
received any extraordinary favours from the deceased, or were 
afraid of sufiering under the hands of the conqueror: but it 
seems that no king or tyrant was ever so passionatelv fond of 

governing, as they were of bein^ governed by Otho. Nor 
id their affection cease with his death; it survived the grave, 
and terminated in the hatred and destruction of Vitellius. Of 
that we shall give an account in its proper place. 

After they had interred the remains of Otho, they erected a 
monument over them, which, neither by its size, nor any pomp 
of epitaph, could excite the least envy. I have seen it at JSrix- 
ellum; it was very modest, and the inscription only thus: — 

TO THE MEMORY OF 

MARCUS OTHO. 

Otho died at the age of thirtv-seven, having reigned only 
three months. Those who find mult with his life, are not more 
respectable either for their numbers or for their rank, than 
those who applaud his death: for though his life was not much 
better than that of Nero, yet his death was nobler. 

The soldiers were extremely incensed against Pollio, one of 
the principal officers of the guards, for persuading them to 
take the oath' immediately to Vitellius; and being informed 
that there were still some senators on the spot, they let the 
others pass, but solicited Virginius Rufus in a very trouble- 
some manner. They went in arms to his house, and insisted 
that he should take the imperial title, or at least be their me- 
diator with the conqueror. But he who had refused to accept 
that title from them when they were victorious, thought it 
would be the greatest madness to embrace it after they were 
beaten. And he was afraid of applying to the Germans in 
their behalf, because he had obliged that people to do many 
things contrary to their inclinations. He, therefore, went out 
privately at another door. When the soldiers found that he 
nad left them, they took the oath to Vitellius, and having ob- 
tained their pardon, w^ere enrolled among the troops of Cecina 

END or THE. lAMY^A. 
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Weights^ Measures^ and Denominations of Money ^ 

menti4med by Plutarch. 

(FROM THE TABLES OF DR. ARBUTHNOT.) 



WEIGHTS. 

lb. oz» dwt* gr* 
The Soman libra, or pound • .... 00 10 18 13f 

The Attic mina, or pound 00 11 07 16^ 

The Attic talent, equal to sixty minsB . . 56 11 07 17^ 

DRY MEASURES OF CAPACITY. 

peck. gal. pints. 
The Roman modius lOOf 

The Attic cboenix, one pint, 15,705| solid inches, 

nearly IJ 

The Attic medimnus 4 6^ 

LIQUID MEASURES OF CAPACITY. 

pints, solid inches. 
Thecotyle i 2,141 J 

Thecyathus U 0,356-^- 

Thechus 6 25,698 

MEASURES OF LENGTH. 

Eng. paces, ft. in. 
The Roman foot 11| 

The Roman cubit 01 5f 

The Roman pace 4 10 

The Roman furlong 120 4 4 

The Roman mile • . . 967 

The Grecian cubit 01 6^ 

The Grecian furlong 100 4 4} 

The Grecian mile .^ . 805 5 

If. B. In thia campulaHon, the EngUah pace is iw« ful. 



416 WEIGHTS, MEASURES, &B. 

M05EY. 

£ 8. 

The quadrans * • • • about 

The as 

The sestertius «.•••• 

The sestertium, equal to 1000 sestertii • • 8 1 

The denarius • 

The Attic obolus •. 

The drachma 

The mina, equal to 100 drachmae • . • • 3 4 

The talent, equal to 60 minae 193 15 

The stater-aureus of the Greeks, weighing 

two Attic drachmae 16 

The stater-daricus 1 Id 

The Roman aureus was of different value at 
different periods. According to the pro- 
portion mentioned by Tacitus, when it 
exchanged for twenty-five denarii, it 
was of the same value as the Grecian 
stater 16 1 3 
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CHRONOLOGICAL TAMiE, 

FROM DACI£B» AND OTHER WRITERS. 
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3236 
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zyL3. 

xxvii. 2. 



xlr.l. 



xlri. 1* 



DEUcALXon'fl ddng^ 

IMlnos I. son of Jupiter and Europa . 
Minos n. grandson of the first . . • 

THESEUS. 

The expedition of the Ai]gonauts . . 

Theseus attended Jason in it 

Troy taken. Demophon the son of The- 
seus tras at the siege . » • . • 

The return of the Heraclidse to Pelo- 
ponnesus 

Tne first war of the Athenians against 
' Sparta •••••••••« 

Coarus deyotes himself 

The Helots subdued by Agis . • . 

The Ionic migration 

Lycnx^s flourishes 



TBE FIBJBT OLYMPIAD. 

BOMULUS. 




Rome built 

The rape of the Sabine virgins 
The deatii of Romulus . • 



NUMA. 



Numa elected king 
Numa dies • . 



Vol. if.-*— 3 Q 



SOLON. 

Solon flonrishes 

Cylon's conspiracy 

Epimenides goes to Athens, and expiates 
the citv. He dies soon after, at the age 
ofonenundiedaDdfifly-ibur. The se- 
ven wise men; JEsop and AmcbaxiBiSk 
ibunsh ••.«**..<»* 
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Ohftnpiad. 


3356 


xlvi.3. 


3370 


1.1. 


3391 
3401 


lr.2. 
]yiL4. 


3442 


IzriiLl. 


3443 


Ixyiii. 3. 


3448 


lxix.3. 


3459 


Ixxii. 1. 
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3461 
3462 
3463 


Ixxii. 2. 
Ixxiii. 1. 
Ixxiii. 2. 


3467 


Ixxiv. 2. 


3470 
3471 
3474 
3479 


IXXY. 1. 

btxY. 2. 
Ixxvi. 1. 
Ixxvii. 2. 


3480 
3481 
:3500 


Ixxvii. 3. 
Ixxvii. 4. 
Ixxxii. 3. 


3519 
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Ixxxvii. 2. 



SoloD arohon •••••• 

Cnssus king, of Lydia 
Pythagoras goes into Italy • 
Insistratm sets up his tyraimy 
Cyrus, king of Persia . . • 
Croesus taken • • • • • 



PUBLICOLA 

Is chosen consul in the room of CdDatinns 

Brutus fights Aruns, the eldest son of 
Tarquin. Both are killed 

Puhlicota consul the third time. His 
coIleafi[ue, Horatius Pulvillus^ dedi- 
cates the temple of Jupiter Capitohnus 

Horatius Cucles defenas the Suhlician 
bridge against the Tuscans 

Publicola dies 

Zeno Eleates ^urished 

The battle of Marathon 

CORIOLANUS 

Is banished, and retires to the Volsci 
Herodotus is bom 



Coriolanus besieges Rome; but being 
prevailed upon by his mother to retire, 
IS stoned to death by the Volsci • • 

ARISTIDES 

Is banished for ten years, but recalled at 
the expiration of three 

THEMISTOCLES. 

The battle of Salamis 

The battle of Plataea 

Thuc3rdides is bom ..••.. 
Themistocles is banished by the ostracism 

CIMON 

Beats the Persians, both at sea and land 
Socrates is bom. He lived 71 years 
Cimon dies. Alcibiades bom the same 
year. Herodotus and Thucydides flou- 
rish ; the latter is twelve or thirteen 
years younger than the former • • 
Pmdar di^, eighty years old • • • 

PERICLES 

Stirs up the Peloponnesian, war which 
lasts twenty-seven years. He was very 
young when lV\e"Bjotnans^ie.iv\.>i\^T^fe- 
cemvirl to AVVvens fox ^j«AaxC%\Kw% 
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NICUS. 



ALCIBIADE3 

TVkM refiige at Sparta, and aftenraid* 

tBtaafpt vae Peniam , 
Ditmyuufl the elder, noiv tyrant of Sicflr 
Sopbocle* dies, tgeA iiiDetf-oiie . . 
JJuripidea dies, aged terenty-fire . . 

LYSANDER 

Fulsan endto theFeloponnesiaDirar,aiid 
eatab lishes the Ihirtv (yranla at Atheiu 
Thrasybulus expels them .... 
Alcibiadespat to dealb by order of Pbar- 



ARTAXERXES MKEMON 

Overthrows his brother Cy rus in a groat 
battle. TbG retreat of the ten thousaod 
Greeks, conducted by XenopboD . 

Socrates dies 

AGESILAUS 



,US 

Retires to Ardta 

Aristotle bom ........ 

DemostheoeB bora 

Chabrias defeats the Lacedtemoniana 
Peace between tbe Athenians aod Lace- 

Tbe important batUa of Leootra 
PELOPfflAS, 

QeneraloftteTbebans, He beaded tbe 
Buired band the yeax before at Leuc- 
tia, where Epamiaondaa commanded 

Dionyuos the elder, ^rant of Sicily, 
dtei,aiKl issacceededby tussoa . 
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TIMOLEON 

Kills his brother Tirnqpfaaoesy who was 
setting himself up tyrant in Corinth 

Felopidas defeats Al^icander, the tyrant 
of JPherse, but falls in the battle . 

The&moos battle of Mantinea, in which 
Epaminondas, thou^ victonons, is 
kuled by the son of Xenophon • • 

Camillusdies 

Artaxerxes dies. So does AgesJlans 

DION 

- Expels Dionysins the yonnger • . . 
Alexander the Great bom .... 
Dion is killed by Callippus .... 

DEMOSTHENES 

Begins to thunder against Philip . • 
Xenophon dies, a^ed ninety 
Plato dies, aged eighty, or eighty-one 
Timoleon sent to assist the Syracusans 
Dionysius the younger sent off to Corinth 

Epicurus bom 

Tne battle of Chseronea, in which Philip 

beats the Athenians and Thebans . 
Timoleon dies 

ALEXANDER THE GREAT 

Is declared general of all Greece, against 
the Persians, upon the death of his 
fatlier Philip 

The battle of the Granicus .... 

The battle of Arbela 

Poms beaten ......... 

Alexander dies, aged thirty-three . . 

Diogenes dies, ag^ ninety 

Aristotle dies, aged sixty-three . . . 

PHOCION - 

Retires to Polyperchon, but is delivered 
up by him to the Athenians, who put 
him to death 435 

EUMENES, 

Who had attained to a considerable rank 
amongst the successors of Alexander 
the Great, is betrayed to Antigonus, 
and put to death 437 

DEMETRIUS, 

Suraamed PoUorcetes, permitted by his 
fatlier AntigpiuiA Vo Gommsnsl^^ «i« 
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cxxv. 1. 
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cxxTiii. 4. 
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cxxxi. 3. 
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cxxxii. 1. 
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cxliv. 2. 
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cxlv. 3. 
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Vol. IV. 



. my in Syria, when only twenty^two 
years of age .••..••• 

H!e restores the Athenians to their lihei^ 
ty, hut they choose to remain in the 
worst of chains, tiuwe of serrility and 
meanness . * 

Dionysius, the tyrant, dies at Heraclea, 
aged fifty-five 

In &e year h^ore Christ 288, died Theo- 
phrastus, ag^ed eighty-five 

And in the year before Christ 285, The- 
ocritus flourished 

PYRRHUS, 

Eios of Epirus, passes over into Italy, 
where he is defeated by LsBvinns . 

The first Punic war, which lasted twen- 
ty-four years . 

Philopoemen bom 

ARATUS, 

Of Sicyop, delivered his native city from 
the tyranny of Nicocles .... 

AGIS AND CLEOMENES, 

Contemporaries with Aratus; for Aratus 
beiog beaten by Cleomenes, calls in 
Antigonus from Macedonia, which 
proves the ruin of Greece .... 

PHILOPCEMEN 

Thirty years old when Cleomenes took 
Megalopolis. About this time lived 
Hannibal, Marcellus, Fabius Maxi- 
mus, and Scipio Africanus . • . 

The second Ptinic war, which lasted 
eighteen years ........ 

Hannibal beats the consul Flaminius at 
the Thrasymenean lake . « . . 

And the consuls Varro and iBmilins at 
Cannes 

He is beaten by Marcellus at Nola . 

Marcellus takes Syracuse .... 

Fabius Maxiraus seizes Tarentum 

- Fabius Maaimus dies ...... 

Scipiotriumpfas for his conquests in Africa 

■ • • V 

TITUS QUINCnUS FLAMINIUS 
Elected consttl at the age of thirty • 

CATO THE CElfeOR 
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old when Fabnii Maxunns took Ta- 

reutum. See the preoeding page. 
All Greece reitarea to lier libcityliy 

T. ^ Flaminiiis 

Flamioiiif triumphs ; Demetrius, the sod 

of Philip, and Nabis, tyraiit of Lace- 

dsemoD, wllow his chanot 
Cato triumphs for his conquestB in Spain 

Sdnio Afhcanns dies 

Phuopoemen dies 

The same year that Philopcemen dies, 

PAULUS iEMILIUS, 

Then first consul, was beaten by Hanni- 
bal at CannsB. 

When consul the second time, he con- 
quered Perseus, and brought him in 
chains to Rome 

Now Terence flourished. 

Paulus ^milius dies 

Marius bom 

The third Punic war, which continued 
four years . . ^ 

Cato the Censor dies. 

Scipio ^milianus destroys Carthajge; 
and Mummius sacks and bums Corinth 

Cameades dies, ased eighty-fiTe . . 

Folybius dies, ag^ eighty-one . . . 

TIBERIUS AND CAIUS GRACCHUS. 

The laws of Caius Gracchus . . . 

MARIUS 

Marches against Jug^rtha .... 
Cicero bom. 

Pompey bom . 

Manus, now consul the second time, 

marches agsdnst the Cimbri ... 
Julius Caesar is bom, in the sixth con- 

sul^ip of Marij^ 

Lucretius bom 

SYLLA, 

After his prsetorship, sent into Cai^a- 

docia • • 

Makes himself master of Rome • • 

Takes Athens 

Marius dies the same year. 

SERTORIUS 

Sent into Spain 

The younger Ma.T\\i'& beaten by Sylla; 
yet aoon aStei \ie d<^eiaVft^Qia>a»B>T^^ 
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siniiB, at the gates of Rome. Syllaen- 
ten the city, and bein^ oveated dicta- 
tor, exercises all manner of cruelties 

CRASSUS 

Enriches himself with buying^^fae estates 
of persons proscribed. 

POMPEY, 

At the age of twentjr-five, is sent into 

Africa, ag^ainst Dcmiitius, and beats him 

« 

CATO OF UTICA 

Was younger than Pompey ; for he was 
but fourteen years old when SyUa's 
proscriptions were in their utmost 
rage. 

CICERO 

Defends Roscius against the practices 
of Sylla. This was his first public 
pleading. After this he retires to 
Athens, to finish his studies . . . 

Sylla, after having diestroyed above one 
hundred thousand' Roman citizens, 
proscribed ninety senators, and two 
thousand six hundred kniffhts, resigns 
his dictatorship, and dies uie year mi- 
lowing • • • 

Pomi)ey mana^ tlie war in Spain 
against Sertonus 

LUCULLUS, 

After his coosukbip, is sent against Mi- 
thridates •..••••.. 

Sertorius assassinated in Spain . • • 

Crassus consul with Pompey. 

Tij^ranes conquered by Lucullus • . 

Mithridates dfies. Pompey ibroet the 
temple of Jerusalem • • • ; • 

Augustus Csesar bom. 

JULIUS C.£SAR 
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Appointed consul with Bibulus, obtains 
|D)rria, apd the two Gauls, with four 
l^ions. He marries his daughter Jo* 
1ia^toPomt)ey v • • 690 

Crassus b taken by the ParthiaBs, and 
slain .......... . 700 

Caesar defeats Ponmey at Phanalia • ( 7QS 

Pompey flies into figV^X^ axiii\a vhmmp' \ 
nated there. ^ 
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Caesar makes himself master of Alexan- 
dria, and subdues Eg^t : after which, 
, be marches into Syria, and soon re- 
duces Phamaces 

HecoDc^uers Juba, Scipio,and Fetreins, 
in Afnca, and leads up four triumphs. 
Previous to which, Cato kills himself 

Ceesar defeats the sons of Pompey, at 
Munda. Cneius falls in the action, 
and Sextus flies into Sicily. Cfesar 
triumphs the fifth time 

BRUTUS. 

Caesar is killed by Brutus and Cassius 
Brutus passes into Macedonia • • . 

MARK ANTONY 

Beaten the same year, by AueustuSjat 
Modena. He retires to Lepidus. The 
triumvirate of Augustus, Lepidus, 
and Antony, who divide the empire 
among them 

The battle oi Philippi, in which Brutus 
and Cassius, being* overthrown by Au- 
gustus and Antony, lay violent bands 
on themselves 

Antony leagues with Sextus, the son of 
Pompey, against Augustus . . . 

Au^stus andAntony renew their friend- 
ship after the death of Fulvia, and An- 
tony marries Octavi& 

Augustus and Antony again embroiled 

The battle of Actium Antony is beaten, 
and flies into Egypt, with Cleopatra 

Augustus makes himself master of Alex- 
andria. Antony and Cleopatra de^ 
stroy themselves 

GALBA 

Bom. 

Otbo bom 

•Galba appointed consul 

The revolt of Vindex 

Nero killed, and Gralba declared emperor 

OTHO 

Revolts, and persuades the soldiers to 
despatch Gaioa ; upon which be is pro- 
claimed emperor ; and, three months 
after, being defeated by V itellius, des- 
patches himself ,,•,••• 
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ACHEAJ^, their noble method of 
testifying their gratitude to the Ro- 
mans, ii. 337. 

Adonis^ feast of, i. 379. 

AdvUeryvLvAoaowa at Sparta, i. 113. 

^XEdiles, office of, its nature, ii. 288. 

JSlmilian Family^ its antiquity, ii. 38. 

\^miliiu Paulu* is made sedile, ii. 
39; his discipline, 39; subdues 
Spain, 40 ; and the Ligurians, 42 ; 
is appointed to conduct the war 
against Perseus, 45 ; whom he de- 
feats, 56; his disinterestedness, 63; 
his death, and public funeral, 72. 

JEsop meets Solon at the court of 
Crc9SU8, i. 195. 

AgesiiaiM declared king of Sparta, by 
the influence of Lysander, iii. 126 ; 
appointed to command the Lacede- 
monian expedition into Asia, 129; 
from which he is recalled, 137; to 
conduct the expedition against the 
Thebans, whom he def&ts, 148; 
but is subsequently defeated by 
them, 151 ; they attack Lacedemon 
itself, but retire without takins it, 
154 ; his treachery towards Tacnos, 
king of Egypt, 159; his death, 161. 

A^, his genersd character, iii. 459 ; 
his efforts to reform his country, 
460; commands the Spartan army, 
466 ; is seized by Leonidas, and im- 
prisoned, 469; murdered, together 
with his mother and grandmother, 
270, 271. 

Agriculture^ advantages of, i. 152. 

Alhan Lake, prophecy respecting, i, 
261. 

AUnnuiy piety of, i. 275. 

Alcander assaults LYcnrgos, i. 108; is 
won upon by the kindness of Lycur- 
gus, tfe. 

Alcibiadet contracts a friendship with 
Socrates, i* 366; his kindness to a 
ftrang^r, t. 367; gidns the prizes it 
the Olympic games, 371; stratagem 



381 ; retoms to Athens, where he 
is jojrfuUy received, 395 ; his death, 
402. 

Alexander the Great receives the 
Persian ambassadors, when a youth, 
in the absence of his father, iu. 244; 
his courage, 246 ; quarrels with his 
father,^ 249; whom he soon suc- 
ceeds, 250; he takes Thebes, 251; 
his noble conduct to Timoclea, 252; 
defeats the Persians, 255; his iU- 
ness, 258 ; defeats Darius, 260 ; his 
honourable conduct to the mother, 
wife, and daughter, of Darius, 261 ; 
his temperance, 262; defeats Darius 
a second time, 277; orders funeial 
hcHiours to be paid to the bodv of 

; Darius, 286; marries Roxana, 288; 
puts his old counsellor, Pannenio, 
to death, 292; kills Clitus, 293; 
conquers Poms, 300; curious con- 
ference with ihe GymnosophistB, 
304; marries Statira, the daughter 
of Darius, 309; his death, 314; suad 
character, i&. 

Ammoniut, preceptor to Plutarch, 
anecdote or, i. 2. 

Amulnu dispossesses Numitor of the 
the kingdom of Alba, i. 59 ; orders 
the destruction of his nephews, i&. 

Anarchy, the precursor of tyranny, 
iii. 210. 

Anaxafforas, his praise, i. 299 ; is ac- 
cused, and flies from Athens, i. 326; 
first taught the Athenians how the 
moon b^mes eclipsed, iii. 30. • 

Ancilia. bucklers, wny so called, i. 
148. 

Andromachui betrays Crassos, iii. 68. 

AniigfmutfVr, 140; his death, 159. 

AfUw€hu9 marries Stratonice, iv. 166. 

Antony y his generosity, iv. 161; his 
humane conduct to Arch^ns, tft.; 
connects himself with the fortinet 
of Caesai, 186; to whom be eanies 
assistance, 187 ; his vickma qml^ss^^ 



of, 374; his dnsoluteness and extra- , ^ 

ragance, 376; is accused of impiety ,\ over C«BKa]^% \m&$ ^'^^X 
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Octayius Caesar and LepiduSj 190; 
his brutal exultation over Cicero, 
191; defeats Cassius, 192; his luxu- 
ry, 196; connects himself with Cleo- 
patra, ib. ; is defeated by the Par- 
thians, 211; and after severe losses 
withdraws from their country, 212; 
treats his wife Octavia with great 
neglect, 213; his difference with 
Caesar, 214; gives himself up en- 
tirely to Cleopatra, 215; his forces, 
5U9; engages with Caesar's fleet, 
321; and is defeated, 223 ; his army 
goes over to Caesar, 224 ; he returns 
to Cleopatra, 225; tliey both offer to 
submit to Caesar, who rejects their 
proposal, 227; he stabs himself, 229; 
IS buried by Cleopatra, 232. 

AquiUi coiupire with the Vitellii to 
reinstate Tarauin, i. 203; and are 
discovered and punished, 204. 

Araius raises the Acheans to dignity 
and power, iv. 345; takes Corinth 
by stratagem, 354; is deserted by 
the Acheans, 366; his various for- 
tune, 369 ; his death, 377. 

ArcMdamioLy heroic conduct of, ii. 276. 

Archimedet, his skill in mechanics, ii. 
119; he defends SN'racuse, 120; j^s 
kiUed, 125. 

Archon, office of, i. 184, n. 

Areopagus^ council of, instituted, i. 
'185. 

Ariadne instructs Theseus to pass 
Chrough the Labyrinth, i. 40. 

Ariamnes, an artful Arabian chief, 
deceives Crassus, iii. 58. 

•4miiJe« opposes Themistocles, i. 228; 
is banished, ii. 150; recalled, ib.; 
his sense of justice, 167; why called 
"the just," 148; his voiuntar>' 
povert}', 170 ; death, 171. 

Aristum, bis vices and profligacies, ii. 
367. 

Aristotle the philosopher, preceptor 
to Alexander, iii. 246. 

Artaxerxeg succeeds his father, iv. 
315; becomes popular, 316; his bro- 
ther Cyrus revolts, 317; whom he 
engages, 319; and defeats, ih,; loses 
his wife Statira, by poison, adminis- 
tered by Parysatis, whom he ba- 
nishes to Babylon, 328; his weak- 
ness and vice, ib. ; his cruelties, 324 ; 
conspiracy of his eldest son and se- 
yeral nobles, 336. 

•^runsy the son of Tarquin, killed by 

Brutus, I 207. 
s^s, Romsm coin, value of, i. ^^. 



Atpcuia, her talents, i. 317; captlyatea 
repcles, 318; accused and acquit- 
ted through the influence of Peri- 
cks,326. 

Ateiiu opposes the departure of Cras- 
sus from Rome, iii. 54. 

Athensy settlement of, by Theseus, L 
44; rebuilt by Tbemistocles, i. 244; 
adorned by Pericles, 309; taiken by 
Lysander, iL 337; and by SyDa, af- 
ter suffering famine and distress, 

Banc^itM, his braver}', it 115; espoases 
the cause of Hannibal, t&.; from 
which he is detached by the kind- 
ness of Marcellus, t6. 

Barathrum, a place of punishment, 
ii. 145. 

JBar/ey, the substitution of for wheat, 
a punishment, ii. 133. 

Bastards excused by the laws of So- 
lon from reheving their fathers, i. 
188; who were deemed suoh at 
Athens, i. 226; laws of Pericles 
concerning, 331. 

Bastamce, a people of Gaul, ii. 45. 

Bessus seizes the person of Darius, iii. 
285 ; his punishment by Alexander 
for his perfidy, 286. 

Boai^ punishment of the, its dreadful 
nature, iv. 325. 

Bona Dea, ceremonies observed at 
her festival, iii. 322. 

Brennus, king of the Gauls, i. 270; 
defeats the Romans, 272; takes 
Rome, 274. 

Broths a favourite dish among the La- 
cedemonians, i. 109. 

BnUvs, the first Roman consul, i. 200; 
condemns his own sons to death, iv. 
276; engages Aruns, and is killed, 
i. 207. 

, Marcus, accompanies Cato 



to Cyprus, iv. 277; joins Pompey's 
party against Caesar, 278 ; is recon- 
ciled to Caesar, 279; but, offended at 
Caesar's usurpation, he joins Cassius 
in conspiring his death, 282 ; assas- 
sinates Caesar, 286 ; kills Theodotus, 
the author of Pompey's death, iii. 
235 ; his dream, iv. 298 ; is defeated 
at Philippi, 307; his death, ib. 

Bucephams, the horse, its value and 
properties, iii. 245; its death, 301. 

Bull^ Marathpnian, taken by The- 
seus, i. 37. 

Bxirialt^ T^^ilations concerning, bjr 



\ 



CMri, mysteries of, ii. 430. 

C^anar leaves Rome through fear of 
Sylla, and is taken by the pirates, 
iii. 317; from whom he obtains his 
freedom by ransom, t6. ; his elo* 
quence, 318; the tendency of his 
conduct to tyranny foretold by 
Cicero, 319; is elected pontin, 
321 ; suspected of supporting Cati- 
line's conspiracy, i6. ; occasion of 
his divorcing Pompeia, 323 ; recon- 
ciles Pompey and Crassus, 326; 
witii whom he unites, ib.; and by 
their interest is appointed consul, 
ib» ; his cuccess as a general, 328 ; 
adSection of bis soldiers, ib.; va- 
rious traits of his character, 329; 
defeats the Germans, 332 ; and the 
Nervii, 333; his expedition into 
Britain, 335 ; defeats the Gauls, 337 ; 
beginning of bis disse^ions with 
Pompey, 339; passes the Rubicon 
CD bis way to Rome, 343 ; which he 
enters, 346; his heroic conduct dur- 
ing a storm at sea, 347; defeats 
Pompey at tlie battle of Pharsalia, 
353; puts Achillas and Photinus, 
the assassins of Pom|}ey, to death, 
355; his connexion with Cleopatra, 
356; his sententious mode of an- 
nouncing a victor}% ib, ; defeats 
Juba kmg of Numidia, 358; is 
elected consul a fourth time, 359; 
and assumes absolute power at 
Rome, 360; corrects the errors of 
the calendar, fii. 363; is assassi- 
nated in the senate house, 369; 
his character, 371. 

Calendar reformed by Numa, i. 153. 

Callias, bis treachery, ii. 148. 

Calluthenes becomes disagreeable to 
ttke court of Alexander, ui. 294 ; his 
death, 297. 

CamUluSj fortitude of, i. 259; various 
reg[ulations of, i&.; takes the city of 
Veii, 262; honourable conduct of, 
towards the city of Falerii, 267; ex- 
iles himself from Rome, 268; deli- 
vers Rome from Brennus, 278; 
made military tribune a sixth time, 
5^; defeats the Volsci, 290; ap- 
pointed dictator the fifth time, 293 ; 
defeats tlie Gauls a second time, 
294. 

Candidatei to appear ungirt and in 
kxMe garments, i. 413. 

Cannae Wtle of, i. 348. 

CapUfd^ bow saved from Brenniis, i. 
277. 



INDEX. 4gnjr 

CoMMander^ Alexander's treatment of 
him, iii. 212. 

Casnug joins Brutus inp assassinating 
Caesar, iv. 282 ; unites in opposing 
Antony and Oetaviue, iv. 192; is 
killed at the batUe of Philippi, 203. 

Catiline's conspiracy, iii. 420; his 
Tvunishment and overthrow, iv. 106. 

Cato the Censor, his manner of life, 
ii. 174; his ungenerous sentiments 
as to the bonds between man and 
man, 177; his temperance, 179; 
conducts the war in Spain prosper- 
ously, 183 ; is honoured with a tri- 
umph, 184; his vain-glory, 186; se- 
venty against luxury, 189; domestic 
management, 191; his enmity to 
philosophy and physicians, 195; 
marries a young woman, 197; his 
opposition to Carthage, 199; his 
death, 200. 

Cato the Younger, his general cha- 
racter, iii. 404 ; his early promise of 
future honour, 405; his anection for 
his brother, .406; first attempt at 
oratory, 407 ; his mode of life, 408 ; 
his influence on the army, 410 ; his 
mannerof travelling, 412; is great- 
ly honoured by Pompey, 413; as 
Suaestor he reforms many abuses, 
). ; likewise as tribune also, 420 ;. 
his family trials, 421 ; opposes Me- 
tellus, 422; refuses the alliance of 
Pompey, 425; opposes Crosar and 
Pompey, 427; his scrupulous and 
just conduct in reference to the 
treasures taken at Cyprus, 43&; 
remonstrates with Pompey, 438; 
whom he afterwards support, 441 ; 
is refused the consulship, 439 ; joins 
the forces of Pompey, 442 ; at whose 
death he goes into Africa, 444 ; his 
conduct at Utica, 451 ; bis heroic 
death by suicide, 454, 455 ; is deep- 
ly lamented at Utica, ib. 

Celeres, etymology of, i. 85. 

Celibacy^ deemed disgraceful at Spar* 
ta, i. 172. 

Censors, authority of, i. 259, n. ; their 
duties, i. 403. 

Ceremoniesy religious, why so called, 
i. 148. • 

Cdhepu detected by Cicero, as One 
of the accomplices of Catiline, iii. 
420. 

Chabrias initiates Phocion in the art 
of war, iii. 377. 
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Chariot with fine white hones, sacred 
to the Gods. i. 264. 

Charon the ThebaD unites with Pelo- 
pidas to deliver his country from 
tyranny, ii. 80 ; his intrepidity, 82. 

Chelotiit, daughter of Leonidas, iii. 
268; her virtuous attachment to 
her husband in his misfortunes, *h, 

Cheronea^ a town of Boeotia, the birth 
place of Plutarch, i. 1 ; character 
of its inhabitants, 2. 

Children^ deformed and weakly ones 
put to death at Sparta^ i. 114. 

Cicero, his early promise of future 
greatness, iv. 95; undertakes the 
defence of Roscius against Sylla, 
97; receives the commendation of 
ApoUonius for his oratory, 98 ; pro- 
secutes Verres, 100 ; his integrity as 
a judge, 101 ; detects Catiline's con- 
spiracy, 105; and is invested with 
absolute power, 107; punishes the 
conspirators. 111; he first perceives 
Caesar's aim at arbitrary power, 
112; but refuses to take any part 
in the war between him and Pom- 
pjey, 124; divorces his wife Teren- 
tia, 127; takes part with Octavius 
Caesar, 130; by whom he is aban- 
doned, 131; his assassination, 133; 
his commendation by Octavius Cae- 
sar, ib. 

Cimbrii whence they came, ii. 293; 
their character, 294; defeat Catu- 
lus, the Roman consul, iii. 81 ; are 
defeated by Marius, ii. 306. 

Cimon is accused and banished by Pe- 
ricles, ii. 413 ; his general character, 
415 ; liberality, ib, ; defeats the Per- 
sians by land and sea in one day, 
ib.; his death, i6. 

Cineas, his prudent advice and use- 
less remonstrance with Pyrrhus, ii. 
261. 

Cinna seeks Pompey's life, and is put 
to death, iii. 165. 

Cissusa, the fountain of the bathing 
place of Bacchus, ii. 350. 

Claudius, Appius, his patriotic and 
noble advice to the Romans, ii. 266. 

Cleomenes marries Agiatis, widow of 
Agis, iv. 5 ; kills all the Ephori, 10 ; 
excuses himself, ib.; his general 
conduct, 13; defeats the Acheans, 
15; but becomes unsuccessful in 
turn, 16; death of his wife, 21; is 
defeated by the Acheans at the bat- 
tle of Sellasia, 26; seeks proVecUoW 

from Ptolemy, king of Kgypt, ^ 



is betrayed, and makes his escape, 
31 ; is pursued, and kills himself^ 33. 

Cleon, the rival of Nicias, iii. 9. 

Cleopatra, her blandishments, iii. 354, 
kc, ; her wit and learning, 355; her 
influence over Antony, iv. 97 ; tbdr 
total ruin, 229 ; her interview with 
Caesar, 233; her death, 235; and 
burial, ib. 

ClUtu, the friend of Alexander, put 
to death by the king, when intoxi- 
cated, iii. 393. 

Cloditu, his infamous character, iv. 
117; is killed by Milo, 122. 

Clodiwt, Publius, exhorts the troops 
of LucuUus to mutiny, ii. 452. 

Clcelia, anecdote of, i. 217. 

Coclcs, Horatius, saves Rome by h» 
valour, i. 215. 

CoUalintu, one of the first consols, i. 
201 ; is Aispected and banished firom 
Rome, 205. 

Comparison of Romulus with The- 
seus, i. 91 ; Numa with Lycorgns, 
161; Solon with Publicola, £22; 
Pericles with Fabius Maximus, 
361; Alcibiades with Coriolanus, 
436; Timoleon with ^milios, ii. 
73: Pelopidas with Marcellus, 138; 
Aristides with Cato, 200; Flami- 
nius with Philopcemen, 245; Ly- 
sander with Sylla, 391 ; Cimon with 
Lucullus, 462; Nicias with Cras- 
sus, iii. 74 ; Sertorius with Eumenes, 
123; Agesilaus with Pompey, 236; 
Agis and Cleomenes with Tiberius 
and Cains Gracchus, iv. 66; De- 
mosthenes and Cicero, 134; Deme- 
trius and Antony, 236; Dion with 
Brutus, 311. 

Concord^ temple of, occasion of its be- 
ing built, i. 294. 

Conscience, no distinction between a 
private and a political one, ii. 324. 

Consuls, Brutus and ColIatinQs the 
first, i. 201 ; Lucius Sextos the first 
plebeian consul, 209. 

Cornelia, the mother of the Gracchi, 
her magnanimity, iv. 40l 

Crassus, his genera! character, iii. 38 ; 
becomes the possessor of great part 
of Rome, 39 ; leaves Rome in con- 
sequence of Marius^s cruelties, 41 , 
is protected by Vibius, ib. ; imites 
with Pompey and^ Caesar, 45; bis 
ambition, 52 ; is grievously deflated 
by Surena, 62; betrayed by Ad- 
dTQmQ^cV\\3&^ 69; and treacherously 
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VratuideOy ber heroic aind patriotic 
conduct, iv. 33 ; death, 34. 

Crmiufj Solon's interview with, i. 194. 

Cuno, lii. 314. 

Curtian Ltdce^ wh^ so called, i. 76. 

Cyrus^ tomb of, iii. 308 ; inscription 
on, i6. 

Cynuy brother of Artaxerxes, revolts 
against hUn, and is slain in battle, 

. iv. 315. 

Damon, banishment of, i. 299. 

DancBy sacred, i. 141. 

Daritu. defeated by Alexander, iii. 
260; his death, 286. 

Dayf, distinction of, into lucky and 
unlucky, considered, i. 273. 

Dead, speaking ill of, forbidden, i. 
187. 

Delphi, 1. 39. et passim. 

Demadet the orator, his character, iii. 
373. 

Demagogue, Menestheusthe first, i.52. 

Denu&iug, his ostentation, iv. 139; 
V his general character, ib. ; sails to 
Athens, and liberates the citizens, 
143 ; their adulation, i6. ; his vices, 
147; defeats Ptolemy, 148; his hu- 
manity, 149; his pride, ib. ; is griev- 
ously defeated, 159; forsaken by 
ibe Athenians, 160; marries his 
daughter to Seleucus, 161 ; retakes 
Attens, 162; and treacherously 
slays Alexander, 165; takes The- 
bes, 167 ; his pomp, 168 ; is forsaken 
by the Macedonians, 171; and his 
other troops, ib. ; surrenders him- 
self to Seleucus, 176; his death and 
funwa], 177. 

Demoeiee, his virtue and chastity, iv. 
154. 

DemoHkenet is left an orphan at seven 
years of age, iv. 72 ; is fired by the 
example of Callistratus to become 
mo orator, 73 ; calls his guardians to 
account, ib.; studies oratory, 74; 
overcomes, by diligence, the disad- 
▼antages of nature, 75; opposes 
Philip, 79 ; but fails to act honoura- 
bhrin battle, 80; death of Philip, 
85; bis contest with JEschines con- 
cerning the crown, 88 ; is corrupted 
by Haroalos, 89 ; is punished for his 
miscoDduct, 90; and becomes an 
exUe, 16. ; is recalled, 91 ; poisons 
liiiiiself, 92; inscription on his pe- 
destal, 93. 

iHtkUor, by whom named, ii. 132; 
•tymoliD^ of the title, i^ 



Dioeeneit the philosopher, his reply to 
Alexander, iii. 252. 

Dion, the disciple of Plato, iv. 240; is 
calumniated to tbe king, 242; and 
falls under his displeasure, 247; is 
banished, and retires to Athens, 248 ; 
undertakes the liberation of Sicily, 
252; and succeeds, 256; meets with 
a great want of confidence in the 
Syraonsans, 259 ; who drive him to 
Leontium, 264 ; the return of Dio- 
nysius and his severe slaughter of 
the Syracusans induce them to soli- 
cit Dion's return, i&. ; he defeats the 
troops of Dionysius, 267 ; his mag- 
nanimity, 268 ; is opposed by Hera- 
clides and his party, 269 ; a conspi- 
racy being formed against him oy 
one Callippus, he is murdered, 272. 

DUmvsius tne tyrant, after ten years' 
exue, returns to Syracuse, and re- 
stores his affairs, ii. 5 ; is conquered 
■ by Timoleon, 11 ; retires to Corinth, 
15; where, through poverty, he 
opens a school, ib.; his education, 
10. ; his conduct to Plato, 16. 

Divorce, law of, i. 81. 

Dolopes, or pirates, expelled by Cimon 
from Scyros, ii. 403. 

Draco, severity of the laws of, i. 182 ; 
rep^ed by Solon, ib. 

Earthquake at Athens, iii. 16. 

Eclipse of the moon, variousljr regard^ 
ed as a^ood or bad omen, iii. 31. 

Elysianfields, where situated, iii. 86. 

Envy, malicious stratagems of, i. 247. 

Epaminondcu, his friendship for Pe- 
Jopidas, ii. 78 ; commands th6 The- 
ban army, which defeats Cleombro- 
tus, king of Sparta, 10 ; attacks La- 
cedeemon, iii. 153; his death, 157. 

Ephenu prospers under Lysander, ii. 

Ephori, their office, L 104. 

Epimenidet contracts friendship with 
Solon, i. 177; instructs the Atheni- 
ans, »&•... 

Eumenei, bis birth, i. 103; is made 
secretary to Alexander, ib.; kills 
Neoptolemus in single combat, 110 ; 
is besieged by Andgonus in Nora, 
113; receives succours from the 
Macedonians, 115; is betrayed by 
his own troops to Antigonus, 121 ; 
by whose order he is muraered, 122^ 
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Fabiua J^faxuntu, created dictator, i. 
337; his pnvleiit maniier of con- 
ductiDetbe war, 339; the last hope 
of the Komans after their dreadful 
defeat at Cannae, i6. ; his mild con- 
duct towards one who had endea- 
voured to seduce his army, 340 ; re- 
coYers Tarentum by stratagem, 
354; his death, 360. 

Fable of the body and its members, i. 
406. 

FabriciuSy his probity and magnani- 
mity, ii. 267; and honour, ift. 

Faith^ swearing by, the greatest of 
oaths, i. 152. 

FaUriif city of, taken by Camillus, i. 
267 ; anecdote of a schoolmaster of, 
ib. 

Fame, how far to be regarded, i. 138. 

Fawxne in the army (m Mithridates, 
ii. 427. 

FeaVy worshipped as a deity, iv. 11. 

Fedalesy duty of, i. 147. 

FeretriiUy a surname of Jupiter, 
whence deriFed, ii. 113. 

JFVre, sacred, introduced by Romulus, 
i. 81; ever-living, ib,; an emblem 
of purity, 145. 

Flaminiusy the consul, his rashness 
and death, i. 336. 

— — — , Lucius, his cruelty, ii. 241. 

— , Titus Quinctius, his gene- 

nl character, ii. 225 ; defeats Phi- 
lip, 228 ; with whom he concludes 
a peace, 230; restores liberty to 
Greece, 234; is appointed censor, 
241; improperly interferes on be- 
half of his brother, 242. 

FlutBy playing on, objected to by Al- 
cibiades, i. 128. 

Fortunaie Isles, now the Canaries, 
supposed to be the Elysian fields, 

Fortune and Chance, difference of, ii. 
33 ; mutability of, ib. 

Fortune of Women, temple of, occa- 
sion of its erection, i. 433. 

Friendship of Theseus and Pirithous, 
orimn of, i. 52; of Epaminondas 
and Pelopidas, ii. 78. 

Fulvius^ the friend of Caius Grac- 
chus, iv. 59. 

Galba, the richest private man that 
ever rose to the imperial dignity, 
iv. 380 ; is solicited to take the com- 
mand of the Gauls, 381 ; is nomi- 
oafed by the senate and t\ie arnv^ ,' 



of Vinius, ib,; his ayaiioe, 386, 
gives himself np to be governed by 
corrupt ministers, 389; adcmte Piso 
as his son, 395 ; but the solaierB re- 
volting, they are both slain, 396; 
his character, 399. 

OauU, origin of the, i. 269; take 
Rome, 276. 

OenU, existence o^ believed l^ Plu- 
tarch, i. 89 ; their offices, iv. §40. 

Oordian knot, account of, iii. 257. 

Gracchus, Tiberius, his character, 
and that of his brother, compared, 
iv. 36; his good fame, 37; con- 
cludes a peace with the Ntunan- 
tians, 38; as t^bune he proposes 
the Agrarian law, 40 ; which, after 
much opposition, is passed, 44; and 
followed by great commotions, 45; 
durinjg a violent tumult Gracchus 
is slain, 49 ; he is greatly lamented 
by the people, 51. 

, Caius, his early eloquence, 



iv. 52 ; goes out as quaestor to Sar- 
dinia, to.; his popmari^ and the 
consequent jealousy of the senate, 
53 ; several laws proposed by him. 
55; is opposed by the senate and 
nobles, ib.\ and ultimately killed, 
64. 

Oratitude, instance of, i. 433 ; in the 
Acheans towards Flaminius, ii. 337. 

GvHppus, embezzles the money sent 
by Lysander to Lacedemon, ii. 339. 

Gymnosophists, or, Indian Philaso' 
phers, their conference with Alex- 
ander, iii. 304. 

Hair, offering of, to Apollo, i. 32; 
cutting it off a token of mourning, 
ii. 326. 

Hannibal defeats Minucius, i. 345; 
and the consuls iSmilius and Varro 
at Cannae, 350 ; endeavours to en- 
trap Fabius, 353; kills himself in 
Bitbynia, ii. 243. 

Helen, rape of, i. 49. 

Helotes, cruel treatment of, at Sparta, 
i. 126. 

Hephcestion, is attached to Alexander, 
iii. 104 ; his death, 310 ; is lamented 
by Alexander, ib. 

Hind, the favourite one of Sertorius, 
iii. 88. 

Hipparete, wife of Alcibiades, i. 269. 

Hipponicus, conduct of Alcibiades 
towards, i. 269. 

Homer ^\\v& writings made generally 
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JaniM^ temple of^ shut in peace, open 

in war, i. 156. 
/ceCfif, IB opposed by Timoleon, seized 

and condemDed, ii. 30; bis wife 

and daugbter.are executed, 31. 
JMMeuvnon, description of tbe, iii. 284. 
IcUenesi punished by the laws of Solon, 

1.188. 
Jealouay of tbe Persians, i. 250. 
IHadi Homer's, valued by Aristotle, 

iii. 266. 
Images of the gods, worn in the bo- 
som, i. 141. 
IrUerregea, Homan magistrates, their 

duty, i. 134. 
Iren^ office and duties of, i. 116, 117. 
Iron J^ofiey, introduced by Lycurgus 

into Sparta, i. 106. 
Jueufiha betrayed by his &ther-in- 

law into the hands of Sylla, ii. 292; 

is led in triumph by Marius, 295 ; 

his wretched end, ib, 
Jtmo^ statue of, converses with Camil- 

lus, i. 263. 

iMinia the courtesan, iv. 148. 

Lampricu, grandfather of Plutarch, 
craracter of, iv. 196. 

LaurentiOf the nurse of Romulus, i. 
60. 

Lamnium^ the depository of the gods, 
besieged, i. 82. 

Laws ^LyctiTgtUj not to be written, 
i. 110. 

LawstdU unknown at Lacedsemon, i. 
123. 

LeucoikML, rites of the goddess, i. 262. 

LewArOy battle of, fatad to the Lace- 
daemonian supremacy in Greece, ii. 
93. 

Liciniay wife of Caius Gracchus, begs 
him to avoid the public dissension, 
iv. 63. 

Ljfe^ not to be needlessly exposed by 
the fleneral, ii. 76. 

Lueaman Lake, its peculiar nature, 
111.48. 

LucuUuif his general character, ii. 
417; is entertained by Ptolemv, 
Idngof Egypt, 419; permits Mith- 
ridates to escape, 420 ; whom he af- 
terwards most signally defeats, 429 ; 
pnmdeirtially escapes assassination, 
433; gains an important victory 
oyer Tigranes, 450 ; his troops mu- 
tiny, t&. ; for want of attachment to 
his person, 451 ; he obtains the ho- 
nour of a triumph, 455; his domes- 
tic trials, 456; hu luxury, pomp, 



and magnificence, 457; bis patron- 
age of literature, 460; his death, 
461. 

LupercaHoy feast of, i. 80. 

r^j^, law. of Lycu^ against it, 

LycurgiuM^ uncertainty of the history 
of, 1. 96; saves tbe life of his ne- 
phew, 98; collects the writings of 
Homer, 100 ; consults the Delphian 
Oracle about altering the laws of 
Sparta, 101 ; his new laws, 104, &c. 
&ic. &c. ; exacts an oath for their 
observance, 128 ; starves himself at 
Delphi, i6. ; and is deified at Spar- 
ta, 130. 

Lysander makes Ephesus a naval 
depot, ii. 328 ; defeats the Athenians 
at sea 333; his subtlety, 341; is 
killed by the Thebans, at tbe siege 
of Haliactus, 350 ; bis poverty, 352 ; 
and general depravity, i&. 

Macedonia conquered by the Romans, 
ii. 62. 

Mamercua defeated by Timoleon, ii. 
31 ; endeavours to destroy himself, 
32; but failing so to do, is taken 
and punished as a thief and robber, 
ib, 

J\ianipuliy origin of tbe term, i. 64. 

Mantitu, why sumamed Capitolinus, 
i. 280 ; is condemned to death, 289. 

Marcellus, his general character, ii. 
107; defeats Viridomarus, kin^ of 
tbe GesatsB, whom he slays in bat- 
tle, 112; his triumph, ib. &c. ; at- 
tacks and takes Syracuse, 118; is 
accused of cruelty and oppression 
by the Syracusans, and honourably 
acquitted by the senate, 130; is 
killed in reconnoitring Hannibal's 
camp, 137. 

Marcius Coriolanus, his early love 
for every kind of combat, i. 404; 
takes Corioli, 408 ; his disinterested- 
ness, 410 ; obtains the name of Co- 
riolanus, 41 1 ; is refused tbe consul- 
ship, 414 ; accused by the tribunes, 
416; condemned by them to deatii, 
and rescued by the patricians, 417 ; 
is banished, 419 ; and goes over to 
the Volscians, 421 ; ravages the Ro- 
, man territory, 425 ; rejects repeat- 
ed entreaties and embassies, 427; 
but is, at last, won upon by the 
prayers of his mother and wife, 433 ; 

IS murdered bN \!ciftN'^^s«s«avv *fi5*% 
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J^ardonnuy the Penian general, sends 
ambassadors to Athens, to detach 
them from the caose of Greece, by 
promises of future peace and power, 
u. 154. 

J^ariiu, his obscure birth, ii. 286 ; is 
appointed consul, 291; and after- 
wards a second, third, and fourth 
time, 293 ; defeats the Cimbri, 297 ; 
quarrels with Sylla, 314; by whom 
be is driven from Rome, 315 ; he is 
taken, but set at Hberty, 317; joins 
Cinna, and marches to Rome, 321 ; 
massacres the citizens, 322; terrified 
at the am>roach of Sylla, he becomes 
sick, and dies, 324. 

Jlfarruig'6, regulations of, at Sparta, 
i. 113; laws of Solon concerning, 
188. 

Martha, a prophetess, attends Mari- 
us, ii. 298. 

McUronaliay feast of, i. 80. 

Menestheus, the first demagogue, i. 
52. 

Merchandisey honourableness of, i. 
168. 

•Meton, the Tarentine, dissuades his 
countrymen from war with the Ro- 
mans, and alliance with Pyrrhus, 
ii. 260. 

Metellus refuses to take an oath re- 
quired by the Agrarian law, and 
leaves Rome, ii. 210; is recalled, 
211. 

Minotaur killed by Theseus, i. 37. 

Minucius upbraids Fabius, i. 340; 
his rash conduct, ib. ; is invested 
with power equal to tliat of Fabius, 
342; enga^n^ with Hannibal, is 
rescued by Fsmius from defeat and 
disgrace, 345; noble conduct of, 
towards Fabius, 347. 

Misfortunes, efl'ect of, on the minds 
of men, i. 350. 

Mithridates, defeated by Sylla, ii. 
365; who grants him peace, 378; 
routed by LucuUus, 433; sends 
Bacchides to see his wives and sis- 
ters put to death, 434; his death, 
iii. 198. 

Modesty, the praise of, i. 164. 

Money, of gold and silver, first intro- 
duced at Sparta, by Lysander, i.l29. 

Moon, eclipses of, unknown to the 
Athenians, iii. 31. 

Mountains, their greatest height, as 
known to the Romans, ii. 51. 

Jflouming; regulations of^Numa coii- 
ceming, i. 146. 



Mudanut^ heroio conduct cL Vr 

403. 
Jtfiaef, the sacrifices ofifered to, be* 

fore battle, iL 372. 
Music cultivated at Sparta, L 119; 

united with valour, t&. ; used beftra 

battle, 120. 

Barnes, the three in use among flie 
Romans, ii. 285. 

J^earchut, the philosopher, his doc- 
trines, ii. 175. 

Neutrality, in times of dang^, iii&- 
mous, i. 185. 

J^cagoras, duplicity and treacberv 
of, IV. 30. 

Nicias opposes Alcibiades, iii. 17; hn 
regulations respecting DeloB, 8; Ids 
veneration for the gods, ib.; op- 
poses the proposed expedition to 
Sicily, of which he is appointed 
commander, 20 ; his timidity, 30; is 
defeated by the Syracusans, 34; 
by whom he is taken prisoner, Uf. ; 
and stoned to death, 3iS. 

JV*ichomachu8, the painter, anecdota 
of, ii. 33. 

J^urna, character of, i. 132 ; is solicit- 
ed to become king of Rome, 137; 
affects a veneration for religion, 
139; reforms the calendar, 153; 
dies, 158; and is honoured by the 
neighbouring nations, as well as his 
own people, ib, ; is compared witii 
Lycurgus, 161. 

Jfumitor dispossessed of his kingdom 
by his brother Amulius, i. 59 ; re- 
cognises his grand-children, RomU' 
lus and Remus, 63. 

JVurses, Spartan preferred, i. 114. 

*Nymphmum, account of, ii. 380. 

Oath, the great, its nature, iv. 273. 

Olthacus fails in his attempt to assas- 
sinate Lucullus, ii. 433. 

Omens regarded by Alexander, iii. 
253 et passim. 

Opima, spoils, why sor called, ii. 113. 

Opimius, the consul, opposes Cains 
Gracchus, iv. 59 ; bis corruption 
and disgrace, 65. 

Oplacus, his valour, ii. 264. 

Orchomenus, plain of, both large and 
beautiful, ii. 88. 

Orodes sends ambassadors to Crassus. 
111. 55. 

Oroma^des, the author of all fi^xxl. iii» 

08cKopKoT\a^^<ea&\.<2!lv^, ^» 
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€hlraeumy its nature, i 373 ; object, 
374. 

Oiho commences his reign with mild- 
ness, and in a manner calculated to 
conciliate the affections of bis new 
subjects, iv, 401 ; is opposed by Vi- 
tellius, 403 ; by whom he is defeated, 
405 ; and kills himself, 413 ; is la- 
mented by his troops, 414. 

OwUum^ the lesser triumph, the na- 
ture of it, ii. 128. 

PanaihefMBti, feast of, i. 45. 
PcuUetu^ interesting account of the 

death of his wife, if. 33. 
ParmeniOf the friend and counsellor of 

Alexander, iii. 259 ; put to deatb,291. 
Panlof^ wreaths of considered sacred, 

Parthenon^ built by Pericles, i. 309. 

Parihiofu, their mode of commencing' 
an action, iiL 65. 

Paryioiis, mother of Artaxerxes, her 
cruelties, iv. 324; is banished to 
Babylon, 328 ; is recalled, 331. 

PairicianSf etymology of the word, i. 
68. 

PcUrons and clients, i. 69. 

Pautaniat kills Cleonice, ii. 401 ; his 
hau^ty conduct, iii. 250. 

PelopidcUy^ his birth and early virtues, 
li. 1 7 ; his friendship for Epaminon- 
das, 78; encourages the exiled The- 
bans to re^n uieir liberties, 80; 
defeats the Spartans, 88 ; seized by 
the tyrant Alexander, 98; and re- 
covered by Epaminondas, 99 ; un- 
•dertakes a successful embassy to 
the king of Persia, 101 ; killed in a 
battle against Alexander the tyrant, 
103; is noDoured and lamented by 
the Thessalians, t&. 

Pericles^ his parentage, i. 298; con- 
duct, 399; eloquence, 301 ; banishes 
Cimon, 305 ; his prudence, 306; mi- 
litary conduct, 314; falls into dis 
grace, 328; is recalled, 330; his 
praise, 332. 

Perpenna conspires against Serto- 
rius, whom he mun&rs, iii. 100 ; 
and is himself taken and put to 
death bv Pompey, 102. 

Perseuty ting (M Macedonia, defeats 
the Romans, ii. 44 ; his avarice, and 
Its ill effects, ib, ; deceives Gentius, 
48 ; defeated by ^milius, 54 ; sur- 
renders himself'^to the Romans. 61 ; 
and is led in triumph by iGmilius, 
67 ; his death, 70. 
Vol. IV. ^3 1 



PharndbtueuM^ doidicity o( towards 
Lysander, ii. 342. 

Pfaduu, the statuary, i. 335. 

PkUipy the Acarnanian, his regard 
for Alexander, iii. 258. 

PAt/i/),kingof Macedon, assassinated 
by Pausanias, for refusing him jus- 
tice under a great injury he had re- 
ceived, iii. 2^. 

Philopcemm^ his general character, 
ii. 207; is invested with the com- 
mand of the Acheans, and defeats 
Macbanidas, 214; is defeated in a 
naval battle, 217; his contempt of 
money, 219; is taken prisoner and 
pat to death, 222, 223 ; is worthily 
lamented by the Acheans, 224. 

PkocuM^ his general character, iii. 
375; bis obligations and gratitude 
to Cbabrias, 378; differs in opinion 
with Demosthenes, ib. ; successfully 
pleads with Alexander on behalf of 
the Athenians, 386 ; whose gifts he 
refuses to accept, 387; the excel- 
lent character of his wife, ib. ; re- 
fuses to be corrupted by Harpalus, 
389 ; defeats the Macedonian forces, 
392; his integrity, 395; and justice, 
396; is unjustly accused and put to 
death, 400; but is honoured after 
death, 402. 

Piratea^ their depredations and auda- 
city, iii. 181 ; subdued by Pompey, 

Piri^UMi and Theseus, friendship of, 
i. 50. 

PisittrahUy ostentatious conduct of, i. 
197. 

Plague, at Athens, i. 328. 

PkUcea^ battle of, most fatal to the 
Parian arms, ii. 162. 

Plato, seized by Dionysius, and sold 
as a slave, iv. 242; is invited by 
Dion to Sicily, 245 ; his return, 246. 

Plynteria, ceremonies of, i. 396. 

Pomaxcethres kiUs Crassus by trea- 
chery, iii. 71. 

Pompey, his general character, iii. 
165 ; is honoured by Sylla, 167 ; his 
domestic misconduct, 169; his in- 
humanity, 170; subdues Africa, 172; 
conducts the war in Spain against 
Sertorius, 176 ; and obtains a second 
triumph, 179 ; appointed with unli- 
mited power to subdue the pirates, 
183; nis success, 185; quarrels 
with LucuUus, 187; conquers nu- 
mero\\& iv^1\ot» wA %TVKv«»^VS^^^s^& 
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ed sole oodsiiI,911 ; letfes Rone to 

oppose Cssar, 319; by whom he is 
cooqaered, 937 ; his destth, S34; and 
liiDeral, ib, 

Poraenna^ bis greatnesft of miod, i. 
317. 

Portia^ wife of Brutus^ her heroic 
conduct, iv. 884. 

Portu^ defeated and taken prisoner 
by Alexander, iii. 301. 

Prceda^ her character and influence, 
ii. 423. 

Procrtuiea, slain byThesens, i. 35. 

PsyUiy a people who obviate the bite 
of serpents, iii. 444. 

Ptolerw^ son of Pyrrhus, his death, ii. 
279. 

Piiblicola assists Brutus in expeUine 
Tarquin, i. 301; is made consul, 
306 ; defeats the Tuscans, and tri- 
umphs, 208 ; his magnanimity, 209 ; 
makes many salutary laws, ib,; 
death and character of, 220 ; com- 
pared with Solon, 221. 

Pyrrkusy is rescued from the Molos- 
siansj ii. 249; and protected by 
Glaucias, by whose aid he regains 
his kinsdom, 250; kills Neoptole- 
mus, who conspires against him, 
352; his great military skill, 254; is 
declared king of Macedon, 258; 
defeats the Boman army, 263; of- 
fers peace, which the senate refuse, 
265 ; invades Sicily, 270 ; is defeat- 
ed by the Romans, 282; is killed by 
an Old woman, 283. 

Qmrinusy a surname of Romulus, i. 87. 
Quiritesy an appellation of the Ro- 
mans, whence derived, i. 78. 

RaJts^ squeaking of, an unlucky omen, 

ii. 100. 
Remusy brother of Romulus, i. 61; 

discovered by Numitor, 62; death 

of, 66. 
Rhea Sylvia^ mother of Romulus and 

Remus, i. 59. 
Richegy true use of, ii. 77. 
Rnmf.y origin of, uncertain, t. 58; 

taken by the Gauls, 276; retaken 

by Camillus, 278. 
Romuh'8^ brother of Remus, and 

grandson of Numitor, i. 57 ; builds 

Rome, 64 ; steals the Sabine women, 



SMm womai) rape of^ i. 7t; me&le 
between thmr countrymen and the 
Romans, 77. 

Sacred haJttaUon^ apart of theHieban 
army, ii. 90. 

SalamifdangalUyy uses of, i. 3G2. 

Salamis, 1. 173. 

SalUy an order of priesthood, esta- 
blishment of, i. 148. 

Samian toar, carried on anil termi- 
nated by Pericles, i. 321. 

Sardonic laughy what so called, iy. 61. 

Saiumimu proposes an Agrarian law, 
ii. 208. 

Scinioy Africanus, his humane con- 
duct to Hannibal, ii. 360. 

ScytaUy its nature and uses, ii. 343. 

Senate^ Remap, institution of, i. 68; 
increased by Romulus, 78. 

, Spartan, introduced by Ly- 

curgus, i. 102 ; mode of filling up 



vacancies m, 124. 



SertoritM, his general character, iiL 
80; serves under Manns, and is 
wounded, 81; loses an eye, S2; vi- 
sits the Canary Isles, 8^; harasses 
the Roman armies, 87 ; subdues the 
Characitani by stratagem, 9!Vj re- 
jects the offers of Mithridates, 100; 
is murdered by Perpenna, one of 
his generals, 101. 

SeiTiStt*, Marcus, his speech in de- 
fence of Paulus iCmilius, ii. 65. 

Sicinitu, one of the Roman tribunes, 
accuses Marcius Coriolanus, i. 417. 

Sicinus, a spy, employed by Themis 

, 1. <600. 



tocles 

Silenus, the pretended son of Apollo, 
ii. 348. 

Sittings a posture of mourning, iii. 
445. 

Solon converses with Anacbarsis and 
Thales, i. 170; writes a poem to 
persuade the Athenians to rescind 
a foolish law, 173; takes Salamis, 
174; settles disputes between the 
rich and the poor, 181 ; repeals the 
laws of Draco, 182 ; various regu- 
lations, 186 ; sails to Egypt, Cyprus, 
and Sardis ; has an interview with 
Croesus, 192. 

Sophocles gains the prize as a tragic 
writer, at Athens, li. 404. 

Sparta becomes corrupted by the in^ 
troduction of money, iii. 458. 
69; kills Acron, king of the Ceci- Spartacus, war of, its origin and suc- 
nentians 73; makes peace with I cess, iii. 45; and termination, 49. 
Tatius, 77; becomes arrogan\, ^\\\Slccr8, o^Vaxon of the Peloponnesians 
dies suddenly, 86. \ c»TiQ;cniYCi^'CBfcmV\\.'^^^» 
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Skuicratetf the architect, employed 
by Alexander, iii. 311. 

SiraiocUs, his impudence and effron- 
tery, iv. 145. 

iSticro, battle of, iii. 177. 

SiUpiHtu, his j^reat depravity, iL 314; 
and death, 364. 

Surena, his dignity and honour, iii. 
59 ; defeats Crassus, 71. 

Sylla receives Jueurtha as a prisoner 
finom Bocchus,'king of Numidia, ii. 
356; etymology of his name, 355; 
his character, 355; enters Rome, 
and indiscriminately massacres the 
innocent and the ffuilty, 363; de- 
feats the army of Arcbelaus, 365 ; 
his crudties, 367; depravity, 389; 
and death, 390. 

Syractue, the nature of the town of, 
ii. 7; is attacked and taken, see 
Jffarcelliu. 

Tarentines, their character and con- 
dition, ii. 259. 

TarerUum taken by Fabius, by stra- 
tagem, see Fahius. 

Tarpeia^ treachery and punishment 
of i. 74. 

Thau persuades Alexander to destroy 
Uie places of the Macedonian king, 
iii. 280. 

Thebe, wife of the tyrant Alexander, 
conspires against her husband, ii. 
105. 

Themiftoclea is opposed by Aristides, 
i. 228; his ambition, i&. ; defeats 
Xerxes, 235; is greatly honoured, 
243 ; is banished, 247 ; seeks pro- 
tection from Admetus, king of the 
MoloBsians, 249 ; throws himself on 
the generosity of Xerxes, 251 ; es- 
capes assassination, 254 ; his death, 



Thueus^ life of, i. 29 ; and Homulus 

compared, 92. 
7%iicyifuie« opposes Pericles, i. 306. 
TVirrofief, his pride, ii. 438 ; is com- 
pletely defeated by Lucullus, 445. 
Tbnaui the historian, character of, 

uL 5 



TimoUon^ his parentage and charac- 
ter, ii. 7 ; prefers his country to his 
family* and saves his brother, i&. ; 
conquers Dionysius, 14; is attempt- 
ed to be assassinated, 18; defeats 
the Carthaginians, and sends im- 
mense spoils to Corinth, 22 ; extir- 
pates tyranny, 32; his death and 
magnificent burial, 35. 

Timon the misanthropist, iv. 225. 

Tolmidesy imprudence of, i. 314. 

Tribes^ etymology of the word, i. 78. 

Tribunes of the people, occasion of 
their election, i. 406. 

TVoVf the name of a Roman game, iii. 
4d6. 

Tullut Aufidms receives Coriolanus, 
i. 421. 

Turpilius is put to death falsely, ii. 
290. 

Ttucitlansy artful conduct of, i. 291. 

TtUula, her prudent counsel, i. 90. 

Valeria intercedes with the mother 
and wife of Coriolanus on behalf of 
their country, i. 430. 

Varro^ is completely defeated at Can- 
nsB, by Hannibal, i. 349. 

Veintesy defeated by Romulus, i. 84. 

Venus, Paphian, high honour of her 
priesthood, iii. 429. 

Vvndicius discovers the conspiracY of 
the Aquilii and Vitellii to Valerius, 
i. 203 ; and is made free, 206. 

Viniusy Titus, urges Gadba to accept 
the imperial purple, iv. 381; his 
character, 388. 

Vitellii conspire with the Aquilii in 
favour of Tarquin, i. 203 ; are dis- 
covered and punished, 204. 

War, not to be oflen made against 
the same enemy, i. 110. 

Water, springs of, how formed, iL 
49. 

Women, various laws of Solon*s con- 
cerning, i. 187. 

Xerxes is defeated by Themistoclesb 
i.235. 



THE END. 
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